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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACONS
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director)
Deacon Edward Giard

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara
Richard “Mac” McCarthy

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 860-568-5879
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Michael Munley — 860-683-8594
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Roger Dube

Tel: 860-568-5240 Fax: 860-568-0673

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 860-568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Cesana — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 860-214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 860-202-3692

SCHOOL'’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six
months in advance at 860-568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
860-761-7456 vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 860-568-9069
Jean Nowik — 860-568-8873

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 860-214-9287

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 860-568-4638

PRAYER LINE

and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 860-432-1530
becre3@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Toni Amberg—=860-568-9069

PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
Phil Gosselin — 860-568-5001

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 860-569-7396
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Fifth Sunday
of Lent

March 21, 2010

“I consider everything as a loss because of the
supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”

— Philippians 3:8

Mass SS7 for the
Tntentiors L8 f‘l/l/’ee!{

Saturday, March 20 — 4:30 p.m.
Raymond O’Neill
(Elaine Kirko)

Sunday, March 21 — 8:00 a.m.
John Tirinzonie
(Mom & Jan)

Sunday, March 21 — 10:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff
(Family)

Monday, March 22 — 7:30 a.m.
Gerry Martin - 8th Anniversary
(Wife Jan & Family)

Tuesday, March 23 — 7:30 a.m.
Paul E. Franklin
(Wife Claire)

Wednesday, March 24 — 7:30 a.m.
Gwen Prodell
(Family)

Thursday, March 25 — 7:30 a.m.
Maria Pasternak
(Daughter)

Saturday, March 27 — 4:30 p.m.
Douglas Fillatti (Mom & Kathie)

Sunday, March 28 — 8:00 a.m.
Domenico Irace (Mary & Richard Burke)

Sunday, March 28 — 10:30 a.m.
Mary Wilmes
(Fr. Curran & The People of St. Christopher’s)

OUR TITHING PARISH
Weekly Collection (March 14): $ 6,220
Same Sunday in 2009: $ 6,180

Many thanks for all you to do support our parish
and its many ministries!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"I have come to rate all as loss in the light of the
surpassing knowledge of my Lord Jesus Christ. For
his sake [ have forfeited everything, I have
accounted all else rubbish so that Christ may be my
wealth." (Philippians 3:7-8)

St. Paul's knowledge of Christ redefined for him the
true meaning of wealth. A steward understands
Christ’s presence as the highest gift.

IN Please pray for:
MEMORIAM

William Zimmer

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of
William Biallas
(Family)

The candle in the chapel burns this week

In Thanksgiving and Appreciation for
The People of St. Christopher’s

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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SOUP AND STATIONS

Last Chance!!!

i
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Our last Soup and Stations for this
Lenten season will be held this
Wednesday, March 24. If you have
not attended one of these evenings, we strongly
encourage you to attend this last one. It is a
sharing of simple soup and bread (with
conversation and sharing with fellow parishioners)
beginning at 5:30 p.m. in our church hall followed
by Stations of the Cross beginning at 6:30 p.m. in
the church. This Lenten event has again been
proven to be most successful, and we hope you
will be able to experience it. Offerings of soup
and bread would be most welcome. No desserts
please.

LIVING STATIONS

Our Living Stations will be
presented on Good Friday,
April 2 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Church.  Touching  scenes,
meaningful music...this is such
a beautiful way to round out
your Lenten devotions.

* Additional Volunteers Needed *
We are still looking to fill the following roles:
Veronica, 2-4 apostles, someone to run the
spotlight, readers, and someone to video tape the

performance. Please call Joan Perrone at 860-
568-6229 as soon as possible. Thanks.

* Rehearsal Schedule *
Rehearsals are scheduled for Monday, March 29
and Wednesday, March 31 from 6:30 — 8:00
p.m. each evening.

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES EVENTS

Evening of Prayer

Credo Catholic Singles continues their monthly
gathering of prayer in our Parish Center on Tuesday,
March 23 at 7:00 p.m. This is an evening of prayer,
reflection and conversation led by Credo member
Andrea M. All are welcome. No RSVP necessary.
Come and deepen your faith and experience of God
in a safe, supporting group.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We are pleased to announce that Kevin Hadyka will
be directing our Vacation Bible School this summer.
Kevin is a long-time parishioner, cantor, and one of
our youth ministers. We are sure that Kevin and his
team will do a great job.

HOMEFRONT DAY APPEAL
I realize we are a bit later than normal for gearing up
for HomeFront Day 2010, but unfortunately there were
some doubts as to whether the HomeFront Project
would be continuing due largely to financial pressure,
but I am happy to report that HomeFront will live on
and St. Christopher Church will be participating!

We have much to be grateful for already; Norm Cote
and Tony Sousa have agreed to be our House Captain
and Assistant House Captain again this year! They did
a tremendous job last year; we honestly could not have
done the project without them. Now we need to
assemble our Crew. We do not have our specific house
assignment yet, but it will definitely be an East
Hartford neighbor in need. We should have the house
assignment in a couple weeks and will provide more
details about the scope of the work at that time. In the
meantime, if folks could begin to contact me if they
would be willing to assist with this very worthy
endeavor, that would be great. We are going to need
both skilled and unskilled help, so please don’t feel you
cannot help if you are not a skilled craftsman...you
can!! HomeFront Day is scheduled for Saturday,
May 1.

Also, in the near future we will be conducting a second
collection to assist with the required fee that helps
make HomeFront possible. A donation of just a few
dollars per person would be very helpful. Thank you
for your past and future support of this project of
neighbor helping neighbor. We can make a difference,
but it won’t happen without you. Please say YES! For
more information or to volunteer, please call Phil
Gosselin at 860-568-5001.

This weekend during our 10:30 a.m.
Mass, we will welcome into our Christian
community through the holy waters of
baptism Mary-Clare Brownell. We thank
her family for sharing this blessed
occasion with us and we offer to them our
congratulations.

Baptism
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WORLD YOUTH DAY
We are 511 days away from , a7
the Opening Mass of World
Youth Day 2011 in Madrid,
Spain. A group of ten pilgrims
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from Saint Christopher will be }%ﬁgﬁ ::1{(1

attending this international

Catholic gathering and we need your support
to help us get there. The cost for each pilgrim
is around $3,800. In efforts to reduce this cost
we will be holding various fundraisers from
now until we leave in August of 2011. Our
first fundraiser will be a pancake breakfast
next Sunday, March 28 from 8:30 a.m. -
12:30 p.m. in the school gym. Tickets are
$5.00 for adults, $4.00 for children 3-12, and
children under 3 are free. Also the family cost
will not exceed $20.00. Please come out next
weekend and help support our pilgrims for
World Youth Day 2011.

CANDY SALE

Next Weekend - March 27 & 28
Our parish school will be selling Munson
UCONN Candy Bars for $2.00 after all Masses
next weekend, March 27 & 28. Flavors will
include Milk Chocolate, Dark Chocolate,
Almond and Crispy. Please look for school
volunteers in front of the church and in the
church wing. Thank you for supporting our
school!!

OPERATION RICE BOWL
We thank all those who have been
participating in the Rice Bowl program during
Lent. You may bring your Rice Bowls to
church next weekend and put them in the
special collection container that will be placed
at the front of the church. Thank you!

BYE BYE BIRDIE

Bye Bye Birdie is being performed at East
Hartford High School on March 25, 26 and 27.
Show time is 7:00 p.m. and doors open at
6:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults,
$8 for students & Seniors. See Angela or
Lori Brunette for advance tickets or purchase
them at the door.

2010 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
The theme of the 2010 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is
Returning the Lord’s Goodness. We continue to expand on
the good works enabled by our recent Appeals. Two
projects, in particular, embodied this spirit in the past year:
As a result of your generosity last year, a second Malta
Mobile Health Van has begun operation in Waterbury,
joining its sister van, which is already in operation in
Hartford. Both provide needed health care to people
without health insurance. And this past summer, we opened
Cathedral Green in the former St. Joseph Cathedral School
in Hartford, providing affordable and supportive housing to
single-parent families that had been homeless or at risk of
being homeless.

Last year, we introduced the Emergency Assistance Fund.
Administered by Catholic Charities, and based on referrals
from our Parishes, the Emergency Assistance Fund has
provided funding for medical and dental care, food,
clothing, rental assistance, utilities, and auto repairs,
meeting the basic needs of those who need them most. We
continue to face economically hard times and, therefore, we
must carry on these services for this year as well.

Along with the Emergency Assistance Fund, we would like
to highlight two other components of the Annual Appeal for
you at this time. Providing Catholic education for our
young people is an essential expression of our faith. For
many families, however, providing a faith-based education
for their children presents a financial hardship. Through the
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, we are able to provide Tuition
Assistance, and invest in the worthy young people so vital to
the strength, growth, and future of our Church.

At the heart of our life in the church are the sacraments and
at the heart of our parishes are our priests. Just less than
three years ago, there were only six seminarians in the
Archdiocese of Hartford. Today, we are delighted to say
that the number has grown to forty-two. A growth in this
program, however, creates the need for more funds to
support the educational and housing needs of our
seminarians as they prepare for the priesthood. This is an
added responsibility we are only too happy to meet, and we
look for the number of seminarians to continue to increase.
Their development and their growth are encouraging signs
of the health of our Archdiocese.

We hope that you will give prayerful consideration to
making a significant gift to the Appeal. Together, may we
go forward, providing these services. They are the works of
our souls; the work of our Church. They are also our
passport to heaven. May God bless us all as we go forward
together.
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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion ~ March 28

Saturday Vigil Mass (March 27): 4:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses (March 28): 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday ~
March 29, 30 & 31
Daily Mass — 7:30 a.m.

Holy Thursday Evening ~ April 1
Confessions - 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Mass of the Lord’s Supper — 7:00 p.m.

(Please note: according to ancient tradition,
there is no morning Mass Thursday or Friday.)

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion ~ April 2

Morning Prayer — 9:00 a.m.
Confessions — 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion — 3:00 p.m.
Living Stations of the Cross — 7:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday Night: The Easter Vigil ~ April 3

Confessions — 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon
(No afternoon Confessions)

The Great Easter Vigil — 8:00 p.m.

(Please note: that in keeping with the
solemnity, this is an extended Vigil)
(No 4:30 p.m. Mass)

(Participation at the Mass of the Easter Vigil
fulfills the obligation for Mass on Easter.)

Easter Sunday:
The Resurrection of the Lord ~ April 4

Masses at
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

“The great gift of Easter is hope - Christian hope
which makes us have that confidence in God, in his
ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love,
which nothing can shake.” — Basil C. Hume

EASTER FOOD BASKETS
Our Food Bank is in need of the following items to
help us to be able to pack and deliver the Easter
baskets Thursday morning, April 1.

Cereal Jello / Puddings
Peanut Butter Cake Mix

Jelly Frosting
Spaghetti Sauce Potato Buds
Baked Beans Gravy

Tuna Fish Cookies
Mayonnaise HAM

Non-perishable food items may be left in the area of
our church below our statue of Mary. To donate a
ham, please contact Dick and Eleanor Domler at
860-569-7396. Thank you in advance for your
support.

Volunteers from our parish school g f b
resume selling gift cards every :
weekend, after every Mass beginning this weekend.
If you are unfamiliar with this program and want to
learn more about how easy it is to help our parish
school, please see one of our volunteers after Mass
next weekend. You may also contact our school
office at 568-4100 or Tracy Martinez at

tcmart@comcast.net with any questions. Your
support of our parish school is greatly appreciated!

GIFT CARD PROGRAM

HIS LAST DAYS PASSION PLAY

St. Ann’s of Avon Youth Ministry will be
presenting a musical Passion Play “His Last Days”
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph, 140 Farmington
Avenue, Hartford on Sunday, March 28, at 7:00
p.m. Begin this holiest of weeks by attending this
moving musical production that relives the story of
Christ’s Passion, Death, and Resurrection, while
taking in the beautiful surroundings of this glorious
cathedral, whose acoustics have made it the center
for music in the city of Hartford. Proceeds will
benefit Sean Forrest Haitian Mission "Movin® With
The Spirit," and The Haitian Health Foundation,
whose organizations are working to save the lives
of orphans in Haiti. Suggested donation $10. For
more information, call Joan Gould 860-673-9858
x226, or Joan Perrone 860-568-6229.



