Parish church & school of

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’S

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACONS
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director)
Deacon Edward Giard

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 860-568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 860-683-8594

OFFICE MANAGER
Bonnie Szalay — 860-568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 860-521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 860-895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier and Kevin Hadyka —
860-895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

Tel: 860-568-5240 Fax: 860-568-0673

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 860-568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Cesana — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 860-214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 860-202-3692

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six
months in advance at 860-568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
860-761-7456 vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 860-568-9069
Jean Nowik — 860-568-8873

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 860-214-9287

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 860-568-4638

PRAYER LINE

and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 860-432-1530
bcre3@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Toni Amberg—=860-568-9069

PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
Phil Gosselin — 860-568-5001

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 860-569-7396
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Fourth Sunday OUR TITHING PARISH
in Ordinary Time Weekly Collection (January 24): $ 6,290
January 31, 2010 Same Sunday in 2009: $ 6,387
Haiti Relief Fund: $ 2,959

“Faith, hope, and love remain, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.”

— 1 Corinthians 13:13

Mass S<g for the
TIntentiors ¥ f‘l/l/’eeﬁ

Saturday, January 30 —4:30 p.m.
Anthony Zizzamia - 1st Anniversary
(Wife Lores)

Sunday, January 31 — 8:00 a.m.
William Wade (Wife Bonnie)

Sunday, January 31 — 10:30 a.m.
Aurea Lugo, Christina Fermin Rivera and
All Deceased Members of the Rivera Family
(Virginia Rivera)

Monday, February 1 —7:30 a.m.
Anthony Charles Berardone - 3rd Anniversary
(Aunt Carolyn & Uncle Joe Kronen)

Tuesday, February 2 — 7:30 a.m.
Elio Carrillo (Friend)

Wednesday, February 3 — 7:30 a.m.
Helen Kosiorek Kronen - 24th Anniversary
and Stanley W. Kronen
(Son Joe & Carolyn Kronen)

Thursday, February 4 — 7:30 a.m.
God’s Comfort and Healing Presence
for Mary Scully
(John Armstrong & Vanessa Stevens)

Saturday. February 6 — 4:30 p.m.
Ann & Donald Sheldon (Family)

Sunday, February 7 — 8:00 a.m.
Esther Hartl - 18th Anniversary
and Joseph Hartl (Granddaughter)

Sunday, February 7 — 10:30 a.m.
Peter Cascone (Mary Ann McElhiney)

My personal thanks for your generous support of
our parish and for those outside our parish. By
sharing your time, talent and treasure, you enable
us to further the mission of bringing Christ to our
families, our young people, our community and
our world!

with Gratitude, Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before
you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the
nations I appointed you." (Jeremiah 1:5)

We are all called to make a difference in the world
by sharing our time, talent, and treasure. However,
each one of us does this in a unique way. Our
vocations are uniquely ours. St. Augustine said:
"God loves each of us as if there were only one of
us."

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of
Mary Scelza
(Daily Communicants)

The candle in the chapel burns this week

For God’s Comfort and
Healing Presence
for a Parishioner

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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BIRTHRIGHT of Greater Hartford, Inc.
We’d like to share with you the following letter we
received recently.

Dear Father Curran,

We thank you and your congregation of faith for
nurturing your members towards volunteering for
Birthright.

We have been privileged to have the following
members of your parish as weekly volunteers at our
Birthright office:

Steve Cadwallader - Board of Directors

Philip Gosselin - Corresponding Secretary
and Clerical Volunteer

Marion Sullivan - Clerical Volunteer

Our volunteers are dedicated to offering women the
alternative to abortion - LIFE. If you know of any-
one else in your parish who might like to volunteer,
please encourage them to give us a call. We have a
great need for more friendship counseling volun-
teers to be able to help more mothers and save
more babies.

For the born and preborn,

For the love of mother and child,

Mary R. McNamara, President
860-290-8800

ST. CHRISTOPHER

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
On February 1, 2010, following a brief business
meeting at 1:00 p.m., we are pleased to present
“They Called Me Liz...From Slavery to the White
House.” This wonderful one-hour play is being
offered in conjunction with Black History month.
This is a true life story of Elizabeth Keckly; her rise
from slavery to entrepreneurial freedom, then
scandal and decline. She was best known as
dressmaker and stylist to Mary Todd Lincoln and
author of “Behind the Scenes, 30 Years a Slave and
Four Years in the White House.” After the play,
join us for some delicious refreshments. The public
is cordially invited and encouraged to join us. Cost
for members will be $5.00...for non-members it will
be $10.00. For reservations, please contact Joan
Perrone at 860-568-6229 or Nedra Gallo at
860-432-1793.

PARISHIONER IN NEED
Parishioners in Need (PIN) Committee will host
their First Anniversary Bake Sale after all Masses
next weekend. We celebrate one year of operation.
Since our inception, we have
assisted and continue to
assist several members
within our parish as well as
having provided resources to
others within the community.
Your support helped wus
succeed.

NE YK R A

Please continue this support by coming to PIN's
Bake Sale after all Masses next weekend, 2/6 and
2/7. Plan ahead for Valentine's Day, as we will be
providing a heart-themed sale as we did last year.
In addition to baked goods, we will also have gift
items including some beautifully hand-crafted
jewelry and floral arrangements by Amy Bennett, in
appreciation for the assistance she and her family
have received from PIN.

Baked/gift items are welcome. PIN envelopes are
also at all church entrances for cash contributions if
needed. For additional information, call Maria
Sousa at 860-895-8692 (days) or Toni Mintel at
860-569-7593 (evenings). Thank you for your
continued assistance.

The U.S. Census Bureau
1s Hiring. Excellent Pay.

CENSUS
2010%

To qualify for employment, please call
860-768-9111 to get more information and to set
up an appointment.

Various Positions are available.

LOVE FOR HIM

“While at prayer, I begged our Lord to make known
to me by what means I could satisfy the desire that 1
had to love Him. He gave me to understand that
one cannot better show one’s love for Him than by
loving one’s neighbor for love of Him....

— St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
French nun and visionary, 17th century
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SUPER BOWL
GRINDERS

Boy Scout Troop 57 of East Hartford will be
making Grinders on Super Bowl Sunday,
February 7. Delicious grinders will be made by
these boy scouts and their families from St.
Christopher Parish: Michael Evans, Nick Evans,
Patick Gay, Clint Gosselin, Cam Lewis, Andrew
Simeone, Evan Thorpe and Alex Skowronek.

The cost is $5.00 for a footlong sub, $6.50 for a
large antipasto salad and $4.00 for a garden salad.
These varieties will be made just for you. Turkey,
Ham, Roast Beef, Combo (includes cooked salami,
ham, turkey). The grinders will be available for
pickup after the 10:30 a.m. Mass on February 7 or
can be delivered to your home that afternoon.

Please call Scott or Lindsy Gay at 860-569-0617
and leave a message or send an email to
scottgay95@gmail.com.

The deadline to order these items will be Monday ,
February 1.

2010 is the centennial celebration of Boy Scouts of
America. The BSA has helped build the future leaders
of this country by combining fun educational activities
and lifelong values for boys between 11 and 18 years
old. The Boy Scouts of America knows that helping
youth is a key to building a more conscientious,
responsible and productive society.

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Catholic Graduates Club of Greater Hartford,
Inc. will award two scholarships of $1,000 each to
Catholic students who are high school seniors and
who plan to attend a four-year college in the fall of
2010. The applicant must reside in Hartford
County. Students are chosen on the basis of
financial need, scholarship, character, leadership
and achievement.

Information can be obtained by contacting guidance
counselors or principals in area high schools or by
going to www.catholicgraduatesct.org

Deadline for submittal of scholarship
applications is March 15, 2010.

Thank you!

We wish to extend our appreciation to a parish
family, who wishes to remain anonymous, for
their generous donation of the brand new oven
and range which have been installed in our parish
kitchen. These new appliances have made a
considerable improvement to the appearance and
functionality of our parish kitchen, and they will
be most useful to the many ministries that hold
events and hospitality in our church hall.

We thank this family for their wonderful
stewardship to our parish!

MARRIAGE
ENRICHMENT
CELEBRATION

Hartford Catholic Engaged

Encounter will hold its annual

marriage enrichment day on Saturday, Feb. 6,
from 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. at Mary Our Queen Church
and Parish Center, 248 Savage St., Plantsville,
CT. This year's program will begin with Mass,
include dinner and will offer time for prayer,
reflection, and a good deal of fun. The keynote
address, ‘“Monsignor Dominic Explains the
Untold Version of the Wedding Feast at Cana,”
will be presented by Don Paglia, Co-Director of
the Archdiocesan Family Life Office. The cost is
$15.00 per couple and includes dinner
(scholarships are available.) To register or obtain
more information, contact Tom and Donna Finn
at 860-621-7858 or send an e-mail message to
dfinnmspt@sbcglobal.net. Please R.S.V.P. by
February 4.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

The folks in Nazareth were proud of Jesus, their
home-gown celebrity. When he told them his
mission was to those outside his family and
friends, they felt cheated and angry. Jesus did not
back down: It is important to care for those
entrusted to us in our family but we must go
beyond family and care for strangers also.
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COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY
Companions on the Journey i1s a familiar song
sending us forth after being strengthened and
inspired by the Eucharist. How can we be
companions to the grieving families in our
community? How can we provide compassionate
support to a grieving person?

Within the Bereavement Ministry we have a need
for altar servers, greeters, and lectors because we
have lost a few of our dedicated servers through
health issues and relocation. By having a good
reserve, it is easier to find someone who is available
at a day’s notice. The funeral Masses are generally
in the morning and would involve no more than 2
hours. Training is important so you would be
comfortable and competent within a funeral liturgy.
Our presence offers hope and comfort to the
mourner by providing acceptance, recognition,
affirmation and gratitude in the context of a helping
relationship. "No longer strangers to each other; no
longer strangers in God's house; we are fed and we
are nourished by the strength of those who care...."

If you are willing to open your soul and heart to this
mysterious journey called grief, then please contact
Toni Amberg at 860-568-9069. Blessed
Toni Amberg

Bereavement Coordinator

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES EVENT

St. Valentine’s Potluck Dinner
Catholic Singles are invited to a St. Valentine’s
Potluck Dinner on Saturday, February 13, here at
St. Christopher’s.  We will join together to
celebrate the 4:30 p.m. Mass and a social hour will
follow at 5:30 p.m. in our church hall. The potluck
dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. The evening will
include time to socialize, share a meal and listen to
music as we remember St. Valentine. Please bring
your favorite dish to share. A-H: Side Dish,
I-R: Main Dish, S-Z: dessert with a Valentine
theme. A $5.00 donation includes a free raffle
ticket with a chance to win some great prizes. For
more information, call Harriet at 203-248-3184 or
Steve at 203 281-3801

) DON’T BOTHER COOKING
Join Us at McDonald’s Night
Please join us on Wednesday, Feb. 3,
* from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the
McDonald’s on Main Street in Glastonbury to
benefit our parish school The school receives
between 10 and 20% of the proceeds depending on
the turn-out. You don't even need to come inside,
the drive thru business counts towards our total
earnings for the evening. Call the school office for
more information at 568-4100. Thank you for your
support. Together we make a difference!
Volunteers from our parish school g f b
resume selling gift cards every -
weekend, after every Mass beginning this weekend.
If you are unfamiliar with this program and want to
learn more about how easy it is to help our parish
school, please see one of our volunteers after Mass
next weekend. You may also contact our school
office at 568-4100 or Tracy Martinez at

tcmart@comcast.net with any questions.  Your
support of our parish school is greatly appreciated!

GIFT CARD PROGRAM

YOUR WILL
Even in times of great uncertainty, we are blessed
with the gifts that you have shared with us. We find
reasons to hope for new opportunities, even during a
recession, because of the blessings we have received.

Are we being trustworthy stewards of God’s gifts?
Are we being generous with our Catholic faith with
these gifts? Taking little steps in our faith has much
more impact than we can imagine. One of those
steps can be prayerful consideration of how you will
care for the people you love and organizations that
you value after you die.

St. Christopher Church is blessed by the many gifts it
has received as bequests. When you make, or revise
your Will, please consider putting a percentage of
your estate into a charitable bequest to go to St.
Christopher Church. Using a percentage relative to
what your estate is today will ensure that, whether
your estate increases or decreases in size, your gift
will be in proportion to your estate. Thank you!



