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HIGH SCHOOL COLLECTION
This Weekend - January 23/24

In this difficult economy, Catholic high schools
remain a sound financial investment. 100% of
Catholic high school students graduate, and 100%
go on to pursue further education. Your support of
the 2010 Catholic High School Collection through
our second collection this weekend will help to
sustain this educational excellence on behalf of
those who will be the future leaders of our Church.
Thank you in advance for your generous support.

COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY
Companions on the Journey is a familiar song
sending us forth after being strengthened and
inspired by the FEucharistt How can we be
companions to the grieving families in our
community? How can we provide compassionate
support to a grieving person?

Within the Bereavement Ministry we have a need
for altar servers, greeters, and lectors because we
have lost a few of our dedicated servers through
health issues and relocation. By having a good
reserve, it is easier to find someone who is available
at a day’s notice. The funeral Masses are generally
in the morning and would involve no more than 2
hours. Training is important so you would be
comfortable and competent within a funeral liturgy.
Our presence offers hope and comfort to the
mourner by providing acceptance, recognition,
affirmation and gratitude in the context of a helping
relationship. "No longer strangers to each other; no
longer strangers in God's house; we are fed and we
are nourished by the strength of those who care...."

If you are willing to open your soul and heart to this
mysterious journey called grief, then please contact
Toni Amberg at 860-568-9069. Blessed
Toni Amberg

Bereavement Coordinator

PARDON QUICKLY
“If you have anything to pardon, pardon quickly.
Slow  forgiveness is little better than no
forgiveness.” — Sir Arthur Pinero

FIRST RECONCILIATION

We congratulate 39 children who celebrated their
First Reconciliation on Saturday, January 23, here
at St. Christopher’s. We also thank their parents
and families for their dedication in raising their
children in the practice of the faith.

Special thanks as well go to Maria

Sousa, Coordinator of Religious

Education, Kathleen Madej,

Principal of our Parish School, and

Catechists Lori  Brunette and

Diane Johnston.

Our Parish is growing! We welcome
into our Christian community through
the holy waters of baptism:

Olivia Joan Micoletti

PARISHIONER IN NEED
Parishioners in Need (PIN) Committee will host
their First Anniversary Bake Sale after all Masses
the first weekend in February. We celebrate one
year of operation. Since our
inception, we have assisted
and continue to assist several
members within our parish as
well as having provided
resources to others within the
community. Your support
helped us succeed.

February 6 & 7

Please continue this support by coming to PIN's
Bake Sale after all Masses on 2/6 and 2/7. Plan
ahead for Valentine's Day, as we will be providing
a heart-themed sale as we did last year. In addition
to baked goods, we will also have gift items
including some beautifully hand-crafted jewelry
and floral arrangements by Amy Bennett, in
appreciation for the assistance she and her family
have received from PIN.

Baked/gift items are welcome. PIN envelopes are
also at all church entrances for cash contributions if
needed. For additional information, call Maria
Sousa at 860-895-8692 (days) or Toni Mintel at
860-569-7593 (evenings). Thank you for your
continued assistance.
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SUPER BOWL
GRINDERS

Boy Scout Troop 57 of East Hartford will be
making Grinders on Super Bowl Sunday,
February 7. Delicious grinders will be made by
these boy scouts and their families from St.
Christopher Parish: Michael Evans, Nick Evans,
Patick Gay, Clint Gosselin, Cam Lewis, Andrew
Simeone, Evan Thorpe and Alex Skowronek.

The cost is $5.00 for a footlong sub, $6.50 for a
large antipasto salad and $4.00 for a garden salad.
These varieties will be made just for you. Turkey,
Ham, Roast Beef, Combo (includes cooked salami,
ham, turkey). The grinders will be available for
pickup after the 10:30 a.m. Mass on February 7 or
can be delivered to your home that afternoon.

Please call Scott or Lindsy Gay at 860-569-0617
and leave a message or send an email to
scottgay95@gmail.com.

The deadline to order these items will be Monday ,
February 1.

2010 is the centennial celebration of Boy Scouts of
America. The BSA has helped build the future leaders
of this country by combining fun educational activities
and lifelong values for boys between 11 and 18 years
old. The Boy Scouts of America knows that helping
youth is a key to building a more conscientious,
responsible and productive society.

FOOD AND FAITH CONFERENCE
Join allies of the Interreligious Eco-Justice Network
and Hartford Seminary for this first regional
gathering to explore the power of Food and Faith.
The conference will include presentations, panel
discussion, and table conversations.

Tuesday, January 26, 2010
(snow date: Thursday, January 28, 2010)

4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Cost: $20 (includes vegetarian dinner)
Hartford Seminary
77 Sherman St., Hartford

For more information and to register go to:

www.hartsem.edu/events/2010_Food and_Faith.html

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES EVENTS

Evening of Prayer

Credo Catholic Singles continues their monthly
gathering of prayer in our Parish Center on
Tuesday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m. This is an
evening of prayer, reflection and conversation led
by Credo member Andrea M. who has an MA in
Spirituality and is a Spiritual Director trained
through the Mercy Center. All are welcome. No
RSVP necessary. Come and deepen your faith and
experience of God in a safe, supporting group.

St. Valentine’s Potluck Dinner
Catholic Singles are invited to a St. Valentine’s
Potluck Dinner on Saturday, February 13, here at
St. Christopher’s.  We will join together to
celebrate the 4:30 p.m. Mass and a social hour will
follow at 5:30 p.m. in our church hall. The potluck
dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. The evening will
include time to socialize, share a meal and listen to
music as we remember St. Valentine. Please bring
your favorite dish to share. A-H: Side Dish,
I-R: Main Dish, S-Z: dessert with a Valentine
theme. A $5.00 donation includes a free raffle
ticket with a chance to win some great prizes. For
more information, call Harriet at 203-248-3184 or
Steve at 203 281-3801

ST. CHRISTOPHER

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
On February 1, 2010, following a brief business
meeting at 1:00 p.m., we are pleased to present
“They Called Me Liz...From Slavery to the White
House.” This wonderful one-hour play is being
offered in conjunction with Black History month.
This is a true life story of Elizabeth Keckly; her rise
from slavery to entrepreneurial freedom, then
scandal and decline. She was best known as
dressmaker and stylist to Mary Todd Lincoln and
author of “Behind the Scenes, 30 Years a Slave and
Four Years in the White House.” After the play,
join us for some delicious refreshments. The public
is cordially invited and encouraged to join us. Cost
for members will be $5.00...for non-members it
will be $10.00. For reservations, please contact
Joan Perrone at 860-568-6229 or Nedra Gallo at
860-432-1793.
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OPEN HOUSE
St. Christopher School

Tuesday, January 26

Spen house (Snow Date: Wed. January 27)

St. Christopher School invites you to attend our
Open House for prospective families of Pre-
Kindergarten to Grade Eight students on Tuesday,
January 26. Come and see why St. Chris’ students
test more than one year above grade level on
IOWA Standardized Tests. There will be two
sessions:

9:00 -11:00 a.m. (while school is in session)
7:00 — 8:00 p.m. (includes tour)

You can attend one or both sessions. Come and
learn about our program of excellence and meet
some of the staff, students, and parents.
St. Christopher School provides a value-oriented
education in a safe and comfortable environment.
Learn more about our:

* Full-day Kindergarten

* Strong Academic Program

* Caring faculty & staff

* World Language (Gr. 1-8)

* Algebra

* Instruction in Art & Music

» State of the Art Computer Classes for all grades
* Physical education & sports program

* Extra curricular activities

* After-School Program

Our graduates leave St. Christopher’s prepared to
excel in higher education. St. Christopher School
is accredited by the New England Association of
Schools and Colleges. Applications are now
available for Fall enrollment. We hope to see you
there.

If you have any additional questions or are unable
to attend this Open House but would like more
information, please call the school office at
860-568-4100 or visit our website at
www.saintchristopherschool.org

[ EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT ]

OUR PARISH SCHOOL
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Volunteers from our parish school

St
resume selling gift cards every
weekend, after every Mass beginning this weekend.
If you are unfamiliar with this program and want to
learn more about how easy it is to help our parish
school, please see one of our volunteers after Mass
next weekend. You may also contact our school
office at 568-4100 or Tracy Martinez at

tcmart@comcast.net with any questions.  Your
support of our parish school is greatly appreciated!

CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS WEEK
Catholic Schools Week is
celebrated nationally the last
week in January. It is a joint
project of the National
Catholic Educational
Association and the United
States Conference of

F"R LIFE catholic Bishops.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

According to Karen Ristau, NCEA president,
“Catholic schools provide good things for students
and families — high expectations and daily
experience of faith. In these challenging times, the
theme also reminds parents that the dividends of a
Catholic school education — students prepared in
faith, knowledge, morals and discipline — last a
lifetime. There is no better way to invest in a child’s
future — or the future of our world.”

St. Christopher School, along with other Catholic
schools across the country, will observe the week by
organizing a variety of special programs for students,
teachers and parents. Many schools, including St.
Christopher’s, will hold open houses so that
community members can learn more about the value
of Catholic education. We invite you to attend our
parish school’s open house to learn more about the
Catholic school education that’s available right here
in our parish community.



