Parish church & school of

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’S

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACONS
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director)
Deacon Edward Giard

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 860-568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 860-683-8594

OFFICE MANAGER
Bonnie Szalay — 860-568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 860-521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 860-895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier and Kevin Hadyka —
860-895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

Tel: 860-568-5240 Fax: 860-568-0673

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 860-568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Cesana — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 860-214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 860-202-3692

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six
months in advance at 860-568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
860-761-7456 vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 860-568-9069
Jean Nowik — 860-568-8873

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 860-214-9287

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 860-568-4638

PRAYER LINE

and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 860-432-1530
bcre3@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Toni Amberg—=860-568-9069

PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
Phil Gosselin — 860-568-5001

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 860-569-7396
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Baptism OUR TITHING PARISH
of the Lord )
Weekly Collection (January 3): $ 7,335
January 10, 2010 Same Sunday in 2009: $ 6,996
Holy Day: Mary, Mother of God:  $ 2,365
“He saved us through the bath of rebirth Same Holy Day in 2009: $ 2,334

and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”
— Titus 3:5

Mass S<g for the
TIntentiors ¥ f‘l/l/’eeﬁ

Saturday, January 9 —4:30 p.m.
Margaret Grogan - 6th Anniversary
(Daughter)

Sunday, January 10 — 8:00 a.m.

In Honor of Fr. Curran and

His Mother, Eleanor Curran
(A Thankful Parishioner)

Sunday, January 10 — 10:30 a.m.
Stan Traynor - 8th Anniversary
(Wife Ann & Family)

Monday, January 11 —7:30 a.m.
Michael Barno, Jr. (Nieces & Nephews)

Tuesday, January 12 — 7:30 a.m.
Cortland Borus

Wednesday, January 13 — 7:30 a.m.
Rev. Alfred J. Jaenicke

Thursday, January 14 — 7:30 a.m.
Mary Scelza (Bill & Vera Franks)

Saturday. January 16 — 4:30 p.m.
Gene Tirinzonie (Wife & Family)

Sunday, January 17 — 8:00 a.m.
William Stone - 27th Anniversary (Wife)

Sunday, January 17 — 10:30 a.m.
Michael Vann
(Dave & Chickie Amberg)

My sincere thanks for all you do to make our parish
a place where Christ is encountered and where His
joy and life are shared with and for others!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP!
We thank a devoted parishioner for her anonymous
end of the year gift to our parish of $2,000, and for
all our generous end-of-the-year gifts.

We also thank a devoted parishioner for a memorial
gift in the amount of $5,000.

These gifts of generosity help to support our
liturgical, musical, and educational programs as well
as helping us to maintain and improve our large
physical plant.

Thank you!
— Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of
George Kochanowicz
(Sister Betty & Brother-in-Law Al Yorio)

The candle in the chapel burns this week

For the Renewal and Strengthening
of Vocations of Dedicated People

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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NATIONAL VOCATION
AWARENESS WEEK
Monday marks the beginning of
National Vocation Awareness
Week. How fitting that the Church
highlights this event to begin on the special feast
of the Baptism of the Lord. On that day, we
identify with Jesus as he begins his public
ministry. As his followers, we are invited to
accept our own missions and to renew our baptism
in the Spirit. Consider the gifts of the Spirit that
have been given to you. How are those gifts being
used to serve and to build God’s kingdom? Is God
calling you to serve as a husband or wife? Will
you be a parent? Perhaps your happiness will be
found as a single person. Might God be calling
you to a Church vocation — lay, consecrated, or
ordained? As Jesus heard his father’s voice, let us

listen for God’s invitation for us.

If you would like to speak with someone
regarding a possible vocation to the Priesthood, or
other Church vocation, please call Fr. Michael
Dolan at the Archdiocesan Office of Vocations at
761-7456 or visit their
www.vocationshartford.org.

website at

MANIFESTING
THE SPIRIT

The Christmas season closes this
Sunday with the Baptism of the
Lord. This feast is a sister to last
week’s feast of the Epiphany.
Each of them celebrates an
“epiphany,” or a manifestation of
the Spirit of God in Jesus—first in
his birth, and now at his baptism.

The divine Spirit is manifested in all of the
scriptures for this feast. Psalm 104 highlights the
Spirit of God creating and renewing the earth,
while the reading from Isaiah describes God
restoring Israel. In Luke’s account of the baptism
of the Lord the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus.
And the letter from Titus reminds us that the Holy
Spirit was “richly poured out” on us also, through

the “bath of rebirth” (Titus 3:5, 6).
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

WORLD YOUTH DAY NEWS
Pope Benedict XVI has called on the T
youth of the world to gather for the
22™ World Youth Day in Madrid,

Spain, in August of 2011. Saint

Christopher Youth Ministry is ll\h/|4A]DzROI1D1
organizing a pilgrimage for the youth
of our church to attend this gathering. The deadline
for registration for this pilgrimage is approaching
rapidly. If you are ages 16-25 and are interested in
attending this event please contact Kevin Hadyka at
860-895-8692 or youthministry@stchris-eh.org
immediately. The deadline for registration is
January 20, 2010.

MAKE-UP ENTRANCE EXAM

East Catholic High School will give a make-up
entrance exam on Saturday, January 23 at 8:00 a.m.
to all eighth graders who were unable to take the
December exam. The exam will be given at the
school.  Pre-registration is recommended but not
required. A fee of $25, which covers the cost of
processing the exam, is required. ECHS continues to
accept transfer students from other high schools.
Please contact the Admissions Office at 649-5336,
ext. 238 or ext. 456 with questions.

MARCH FOR LIFE
The annual March for Life will be
held on Friday, January 22 to
express support for human life and
opposition to the Supreme Court’s
1973 decision to permit abortion.

A bus trip to
Washington has been organized by the Connecticut
Right to Life Corp. Flyers with further information
and instructions on how to register are posted on the
Bulletin Boards at the church entrances.

For those who are unable to make the
Washington trip, there will be a March for Life in
Connecticut on Friday, January 22 at the State
Capitol at 11:30 a.m. Before that there will be a 9:30
a.m. Mass at Holy Trinity Church, 53 Capitol
Avenue, followed by one hour of Adoration.

For further information about either March for
Life, please call Jean Sipper at 860-379-1543.
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APOSTLES OF THE GOOD NEWS
The baptism of Jesus may seem odd to us. John
called the people to repent and be baptized and
then urged them to go and live good lives. The
Savior of the world needs baptism? Yet, as John
foretold, the power of the Spirit pours upon Jesus.
He is the Beloved Son, or as Saint Paul says, the
one “who gave himself for us, to deliver us from
all lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a people
as his own, eager to do what is good” (Titus 2:14).
Before his ascension, Jesus appeared to his
disciples or followers. John, he said, had baptized
with water, but they “in a few days . . . will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). At
Pentecost the power of the Spirit fills them. They
become apostles—the ones sent forth with the
Good News—healing, forgiving, binding up
wounds, teaching, and preaching. We are disciples
as we learn more about Christ, but also apostles.
Saint Teresa of Avila said:

Christ has no body now but yours,
no hands, no feet on earth but yours,
yours are the eyes with which he looks
compassion on this world,
yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
yours are the hands with which he blesses all the
world.

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

KEEP STANDING
“We will lie down for such a long time after death
that it is worthwhile to keep standing while we are
alive. Let us work now; one day we shall rest.”

— St. Agostina Pietrantoni

Our Parish is growing! We welcome
into our Christian community through
the holy waters of baptism:

Baptism Mia Ann Cuneo

PRAYER LINE
Prayer requests may be called in or sent by
e-mail to our Prayer Line coordinator, Bev
Connors: 860-432-1530 or bere3@hotmail.com.

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT
OUR PARISH SCHOOL

GIFT CARD PROGRAM . t—?
Volunteers from our parish school @}
resume selling gift cards every
weekend, after every Mass beginning this weekend.
If you are unfamiliar with this program and want to
learn more about how easy it is to help our parish
school, please see one of our volunteers after Mass
next weekend. You may also contact our school
office at 568-4100 or Tracy Martinez at
tcmart@comcast.net with any questions.  Your
support of our parish school is greatly appreciated!

Box Tops for Education
Our school can earn up to $20,000 per year from the
Box Tops you clip! Please look for products with
the official coupon, clip and place
| in the weekly offering basket.
I Please Note: The official coupon
l | is the only part of the packaging

"] that is accepted. Thank you!!

rrrrrrrrrrrrrr

RECYCLING PROGRAM
Students of our parish school have been earning
money for their technology program by recycling
empty laser and inkjet cartridges and used cell
phones. Donations can be left in the blue collection
bin in the church hall. Thank you for your support!!

GROCERY STORE COURTESY CARDS
Can we interest you in helping our parish school earn
points and cash for every dollar you spend at your
favorite grocery store? If so, please fill out the form
that can be found on the tables at the main entrance to
the church. The form can be placed in any weekend’s
collection basket. If you’ve already signed up,
please take a form and ask a family member or a
friend to support our school. Stop & Shop card
holders can also join the program by registering
online at www.stopandshop.com/aplus. There is no
cost to you to participate in the Courtesy Cards
Program and it does not affect any benefits you
receive with your cards. Thanks for your support!
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A PRAYER
The following prayer was written by our
parishioner, Toni Mintel, while she was preparing
a lesson for her confirmation students on prayer.
We share it with you in hopes it will help give you
direction as it does for her every day.

Dear Lord,

Thank you for walking with me today.

Thank you for leading me here, in one way or
another, to become refreshed and renewed and
strengthened with your presence.

Thank you for being by my side to guide me down
the right paths when I start to swerve.

Thank you for pointing me in the right direction
even though I sometimes close my eyes.

Thank you for being my GPS.....my God who
Provides me with Strength.

I know you have a road plan for me and I know I'm
not always good at reading maps, but I have never
felt lost or alone or afraid with you by my side.
Thank you for that.

Amen.
(A. Mintel )

WOMEN’S RETREAT

A retreat is a break from our everyday lives and a
chance to restore our connection to God, our
ultimate source of strength. Holy Family retreats
offer prayer services, workshops, private
conferences and free time to explore the retreat
theme. By remembering that we are part of the
Christian community and beloved of God, we
become grounded and better prepared to meet
life’s challenges. We emerge feeling at harmony
with others. We are spiritually renewed and
revitalized.  Holy Family Passionist Retreat
Center in West Hartford is offering their next
retreat weekend for women on January 29-31.
The retreat offering is $210-$250 (more if you
can, less if you can’t). For more information or to
register, please call the retreat office at
860-521-0440 or you can visit them at
www.holyfamilyretreat.org.

Come away and rest awhile...

FOOD BANK
On Thursday, December 17, we packed the basic
food items in the food boxes for Christmas delivery
with the help of:

Dick and Eleanor Domler Helen Little

Phil Gravel Mac McCarthy
Prudie Hodder Charlotte Turner
Gayle Juliani

Originally, we had planned to deliver the boxes on
Sunday, December 20. Due to the expected snow
storm, we moved the date to Monday, December
21. We were assisted in adding the perishable
items to the boxes by:

Al & Janet Anderson  Helen Little
Rose & Joe Beaulieu  David & Margaret Matheson
Jack & Bernie Burnat Eugenia Nowik

Rose Chitwood Margaret & George Schone
Bob Crouse Bob & Diane Sciaudone
Roch & Jeanine Girard Kathy Socolosky

Phil Gravel Anne Sullivan

Kevin Hadyka Felicia Woron

Once the bread, margarine, eggs, milk, apples,
rutabagas, winter turnips, and turkeys had been
added to the boxes, the following people delivered
the boxes to 56 of the 70 families.

Sam Boccaccio Chris McCue

Dick & Hazel Brimley Jill McNamara

Walter Forrest George & Margaret Schone
Roch & Jeanine Girard Charlotte Turner

Helen Little Debbie Wall

Mac McCarthy

The 14 families who work on Monday came to
South Congregational Church to pick up their boxes
between 4:00-6:00 p.m. We were assisted then by:

Dick Domler Mac McCarthy
Kevin Hadyka Charlotte Turner
Lou & Joan Lavertu  Debby Wood

The 70 families have 81 adults and 154 children
who are able to consume 705 meals in one day.
Thanks to the many helpers who made this
endeavor possible. Thank you and God bless!!



