Parish church & school of

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’S

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACONS
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director)
Deacon Edward Giard

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 860-568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 860-683-8594

OFFICE MANAGER
Bonnie Szalay — 860-568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 860-521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 860-895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier and Kevin Hadyka —
860-895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

Tel: 860-568-5240 Fax: 860-568-0673

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 860-568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Cesana — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 860-214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 860-202-3692

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six
months in advance at 860-568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
860-761-7456 vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 860-568-9069
Jean Nowik — 860-568-8873

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 860-214-9287

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 860-568-4638

PRAYER LINE

and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 860-432-1530
bcrc3@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Toni Amberg—860-568-9069

PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
Phil Gosselin — 860-568-5001

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 860-569-7396
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The OUR TITHING PARISH
Epiphany
of the Lord Christmas Offerings (2009): $ 18,002*
January 3, 2010 Christmas Offerings (2008): $ 16,836

“Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has
come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.”

— Isaiah 60:1
Intentioris ¥ f‘l/l/’eeﬁ

Saturday, January 2 — 4:30 p.m.
Roger Yergeau (Wife & Family)

Sunday, January 3 — 8:00 a.m.
John F. Colgan
Emery, Rena & CIiff Vaillancourt
Richard DeForge
(The Vaillancourt & Colgan Families)

Sunday, January 3 — 10:30 a.m.
Grace Vigneau (Dave & Chickie Amberg)

Monday, January 4 — 7:30 a.m.
Jacqueline Arbercheski (Suzanne Martel)

Tuesday, January 5 — 7:30 a.m.
Mary Scelza (The “Rosary Ladies”)

Wednesday, January 6 — 7:30 a.m.
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire)

Thursday, January 7 — 7:30 a.m.
James Gusy, Sr. (Family)

Saturday, January 9 — 4:30 p.m.
Margaret Grogan - 6th Anniversary (Daughter)

Sunday, January 10 — 8:00 a.m.

In Honor of Fr. Curran and

His Mother, Eleanor Curran
(A Thankful Parishioner)

Sunday, January 10 — 10:30 a.m.
Stan Traynor - 8th Anniversary
(Wife Ann & Family)

* Includes one gift of $2,500 from a family
who wishes to remain anonymous.

Weekly Collection (Dec. 27 ):
Same Sunday in 2008:

$ 6,123
$ 6,100

We are thankful for all who throughout the year
make meaningful, generous and sacrificial gifts to
help our parish to continue its mission of
proclaiming the good news of Christ Jesus.

We are especially thankful for special
Christmas and end-of-the-year gifts which are
assisting us in our operating budget needs and in
addressing the many capital needs of our large
parish campus.

We note in a special way two gifts from
parishioners, one for $3,000 that we recently
received and the other for $2,500 as noted above.
I am moved and grateful for these parishioners and
for each one of you who share your time, talent
and treasure to make St. Christopher’s such a
loving and caring parish.

With Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of
Antonio & Marianna Bairos
In Remembrance of Their 100th Birthday
(Daughter Eugenia Nowik)

The candle in the chapel burns this week
For All: a Happy, Healthy & Peaceful New Year

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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e SCHOOL MASS
THANK YOU }F% A Mass will be celebrated with the
RRA o school children on Tuesday, January 5,
FROM FR. CU N %@ at 9:00 a.m. All parishioners and school T
e families are invited to this liturgy! Tckhs
My Dear Friends,

What a wonderful celebration of Christmas!

So many of you gave of your time and talents to
make the birth of our Lord special for all of us. A
special thank you to Carol Waterman, our Director
of Music, our musicians and cantors, and the many
members of our Children and Adult choirs for
providing us with such beautiful music. Thank you
also to those talented people who helped to prepare,
clean and decorate our Church. We also thank our
lectors, ministers of Communion, ushers and altar
servers who serve our parish throughout the year
with dedication and dignity.

My special thanks to our great staff and to Deacons
Bill and Ed for their collaboration in Christ’s
mission and ministry. May our patron,
St. Christopher, continue to intercede for us before
God.

Gratefully,

Fr. Curran

7 7 R/ 7 R/ 7 ®, 7 ®, 7 0, R/ 7 7 7 R/ 7
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Many thanks for all who brought holiday cheer
to the rectory during this Christmas season. A
special thanks for all the cards, gifts, Masses and
baked goods given on my behalf. 1 am truly
touched and grateful for your goodness.

— Fr. Curran

THE NEW YEAR

“We spend January 1 walking through our lives,
room by room, drawing up a list of work to be done,
cracks to be patched. Maybe this year, to balance
the list, we ought to walk through the rooms of our

lives...not looking for flaws, but for potential.”

— Ellen Goodman

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES

Join other Credo members here at
St. Christopher’s next Sunday, January 10, at the
10:30 a.m. Mass. Afterward the Mass, Credo
members will meet in the church hall at 11:30 a.m.
to plan events for the April through September
2010 newsletter. Looking for something to do in
your local area? Have some ideas? Join us as we
will help you put an event together. The rewards
are friends, fun and community! Come see what
we are all about! New members always welcome!
Bring a friend. Coffee and snacks will be
provided.

2010 CALENDARS
We are grateful to the Callahan, Newkirk &
Whitney Funeral Home for supplying us with
calendars for the year 2010. They can be found at
the entrances to the church.

RISE UP IN SPLENDOR

This great feast of the Epiphany of the Lord opens
with these words: “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!
Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines
upon you” (Isaiah 60:1). That reading goes on to
describe a world covered with darkness. Even in
that world, the prophet announces that the glory of
the Lord will shine on Jerusalem. Many would
agree that our world is covered with darkness—the
darkness that war, terrorism, and famine bring. To-
day we announce that even in today’s world, the
Lord can scatter that darkness, if only we would
welcome Epiphany’s light. As we remember the
visit of the magi to the
manger, let us pray that
one day our weary world
will rise up in splendor—
the splendor of peace and
justice. © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.
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ST. CHRISTOPHER SOCIAL CLUB EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT
The Officers and Committee Members welcome OUR PARISH SCHOOL

back all current members and invite them and
prospective new members to attend our next
get together this Monday, January 4, 2010 at
1:00 p.m.

We have an exciting year planned, and look
forward to seeing everyone again. As always, we
will have the popular 50/50. There will be a brief
business meeting, followed by a short program.
After the program, we will enjoy some
refreshments.

Just a reminder...2010 dues of $10.00 per person
is due and payable January 1*. Please plan on
bringing your dues payment with you on
January 4th. If you are not able to come to the
meeting, or plan on being away for several
months, please feel free to drop your check for
dues in the collection basket at Mass in an
envelope marked “St. Christopher Social Club.”

See you on the 4™

PRAYER LINE
Prayer requests may be called in or sent by
e-mail to our Prayer Line coordinator, Bev
Connors: 860-432-1530 or bere3@hotmail.com.

NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEK
January 3 -9, 2010

Lord Jesus, today you call us to welcome the
members of God's family who come to our land to
escape oppression, poverty, persecution, violence,
and war. Like your disciples, we too are filled
with fear and doubt and even suspicion. We build
barriers in our hearts and in our minds. Lord
Jesus, help us by your grace to banish fear from
our hearts, to welcome migrants and refugees with
joy and generosity while responding to their many
needs, to realize that you call all people to your
holy mountain to learn the ways of peace and
justice, to share our abundance as you spread a
banquet before us and to give witness to your love
for all people. For this we pray through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.

DON’T BOTHER COOKING \

Join Us at McDonald’s Night
Please join us on Wednesday, Jan. 6,
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the @
McDonald’s on Main Street in Glastonbury to
benefit our parish school The school receives
between 10 and 20% of the proceeds depending on
the turn-out. You don't even need to come inside,
the drive thru business counts towards our total
earnings for the evening. Call the school office for

more information at 568-4100. Thank you for your
support. Together we make a difference!

GIFT CARD PROGRAM .
Please note: Gift cards will not be g : b
sold after Masses the weekends of =

December 26/27 and January 2/3. We will resume
the sale of gift cards after all Masses next weekend,

January 9/10.

Box Tops for Education

Our school can earn up to $20,000 per year from the
Box Tops you clip! Please look for products with
the official coupon, clip and place
in the weekly offering basket.
Please Note: The official coupon
is the only part of the packaging
cm_ %Y that is accepted. Thank you!!

nnnnnnnnnnnnnn
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GROCERY STORE COURTESY CARDS
Can we interest you in helping our parish school earn
points and cash for every dollar you spend at your
favorite grocery store? If so, please fill out the form
that can be found on the tables at the main entrance to
the church. The form can be placed in any weekend’s
collection basket. If you’ve already signed up,
please take a form and ask a family member or a
friend to support our school. Stop & Shop card
holders can also join the program by registering
online at www.stopandshop.com/aplus. There is no
cost to you to participate in the Courtesy Cards
Program and it does not affect any benefits you
receive with your cards. Thanks for your support!
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TEEN MASS - NEXT SATURDAY
The Youth Ministry will be sponsoring its second
Teen Mass of the school year next Saturday,
January 9, at the 4:30 p.m. Vigil. The teens of the
parish will be ministering as lectors, greeters,
collectors, and musicians during the Mass. This is
an opportunity for the youth of our parish to
experience liturgy in a way that speaks to them
personally. If you have a teen in your house,
please consider joining us for this liturgy. Teen
Masses will be held again in March and May.

Please note:  All confirmation students are
required to attend two Teen Masses a year. Please
sign-in at the church hall when you enter for Mass
that Saturday. Thank you! ~ Youth Ministry Team

RETREAT IS ALMOST HERE!

Many of you men have been thinking about
making this Retreat; I think we all know inside we
need this time at the Holy Family Retreat Center to
refresh ourselves. However, you still have not
filled out the enrollment form and mailed it in.
Please don’t let the cost of the retreat offering keep
you from attending; the important thing is that you
attend...you need only pay what you can. Now,
only a handful of days from Friday, January 15,
2010, it is still not too late. There are some
reservations still available. Reservation forms can
be found on the Church bulletin boards. Please
call Phil Gosselin at 860-568-5001 if you have any
questions or would like additional information.

BLOOD DRIVE +

11" Annual Memorial Blood Drive
in Honor of
Officer Brian A. Aselton

Friday, January 8, 2010 ~ 1:15 — 6:30 p.m.
Joseph O. Goodwin Elementary School
In the Gym
1235 Forbes Street, East Hartford

Walk-ins are always welcome, but appointments
are encouraged. Please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

HEARTS AND HANDS

On Sunday, December 20, Ellie Domler, Daniel
Duffey, Ben Duva, Jay Duva, Mike Evans,
Dylan Fabas, Michelle Gilbertie, Samantha
Gilbertie, Roch Girard, Ariel Hlavaty, Mary
Lawson, Debbie McNamara, Jill McNamara and
Denise Rioux spent a few hours separating the
Hearts and Hands gifts under the tree in the
sanctuary of St. Christopher Church which was
donated and setup by Lionel Lessard of D’Esopo
Funeral Chapel.

Sarah Poirier delivered the gifts for the recipients
at Catholic Worker House. Cathy Aboumrad
delivered the gifts for the boys of the Barnard
Group. Kevin Hadyka delivered the items for
Birthright and Mac McCarthy helped me deliver
the gifts for the babies at Synergy High School.

The generosity of the parishioners of
St. Christopher Church is greatly appreciated by
each group that is a recipient.

Thank you to the parishioners! Thank you to all
the helpers!

— Kay McNamara

ABC’s OF ANNULMENTS
“ABC’S of Annulments” is an informational
program designed to answer questions about the
process of Annulments. The program will be
held on Friday, January 8, from 7:00 to 9:00 PM,
at St. Vincent DePaul Church, 80 Taylor Avenue
in East Haven. Pre-registration is not required.
This program will be held in the Church Hall.
Brother Larry Lussier, CSC, Pastoral Associate
at St. Gabriel Church, Milford, will be the
presenter. Questions and answers will be
provided following the presentation.

The event is open to all seeking an annulment in
the Catholic Church. Attending this session is
required to attend the six follow up Annulment
Writing Sessions.

For further information, please call Brother at
203-937-7040, Deacon Eyles 203-467-3538.
Sponsored by the: Family Life Office of the
Archdiocese of Hartford.



