
 

 Parish church & school of  

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’S 
538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT  06118 

 

Tel:  860-568-5240    Fax:  860-568-0673 
 

E-mail:  stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website:  www.stchris-eh.org 

MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the 
preceding Sunday Bulletin 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
NOVENA 
Wednesday:  7:00 PM  -  Chapel 
 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 860-568-4100 
 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 860-568-4975 
 

SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Cesana – 860-568-4100 
 

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Corrinne Lomazzo – 860-214-3500 
 

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT 
Bridget Messier-Cooke – 860-202-3692 
 

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 

PRIEST 
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
 
DEACONS 
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director) 
Deacon Edward Giard 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Roch Girard – 860-568-5879 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 860-683-8594 
 
OFFICE MANAGER 
Bonnie Szalay – 860-568-5240 
 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Carol Waterman – 860-521-7411 
 
COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED. 
Maria Sousa – 860-895-8692 
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sarah Poirier and Kevin Hadyka –  
860-895-8692 
E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By app’t. w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six 
months in advance at 860-568-5240 
 
PRIESTHOOD - OFFICE OF VOCATIONS 
860-761-7456  vocationshartford.org 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 860-568-9069 
Jean Nowik – 860-568-8873 
 
COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY 
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Cathy Reynolds – 860-214-9287 
 
HOMEBOUND MINISTRY 
Barbara Casey – 860-568-4638 
 
PRAYER LINE 
     and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY 
Bev Connors – 860-432-1530 
bcrc3@hotmail.com 
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg—860-568-9069 
 
PRO-LIFE MINISTRY 
Phil Gosselin – 860-568-5001 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 860-569-7396 

 



“O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven and see; 
take care of this vine, and protect what your right 
hand has planted.”  – Psalm 80:15–16 
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Saturday, December 19 – 4:30 p.m. 

Dinis Leonardo 
(Wife & Family) 

 
Sunday, December 20 – 8:00 a.m. 

Felicia Chesery - 12th Anniversary 
(Daughters Madeline & Santo Cassarino 

and Cynthia & Daniel Weiss) 
 

Sunday, December 20 – 10:30 a.m. 
Manuel Tinta - 1st Anniversary 

(The Pulito Family) 
 

Monday, December 21 – 7:30 a.m. 
Karen Mudano 

(Fred & Pat Clark) 
 

Tuesday, December 22 – 7:30 a.m. 
Mary Costello Curran 

(Grandchildren) 
 

Wednesday, December 23 – 7:30 a.m. 
Thomas & Angelina Viglione 
(Granddaughter Jean Walker) 

 
Saturday, December 26 – 4:30 p.m. 

Stanley Corbin (Family) 
 

Sunday, December 27 – 8:00 a.m. 
John Stebbins (Family) 

 
Sunday, December 27 – 10:30 a.m. 

John & Margaret Grogan 
(Daughter) 

Fourth Sunday 
of 

Advent 
 

December 20, 2009 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 Weekly Collection (December 13): $  6,951 
 Same Sunday in 2008:  $  8,273 

END-OF-THE-YEAR GIFTS 
As we celebrate Christmas, I’m thankful for your 
stewardship of our parish! 
 
Your end-of-the-year gifts and bequests to the 
parish will be especially helpful and appreciated. 
 
  With gratitude, Fr. Curran 

My Dear Friends, 
 
As we celebrate the birth of our savior, we are 
reminded of the great mystery that Christmas is, 
that in Jesus, God has made his home among 
us!  Let us make room for him in our lives, in 
our homes, in our hearts. 
 
On behalf of Deacons Bill and Ed and our 
wonderful parish staff, I would like to wish you 
and your family a blessed Christmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year. 

 yours in Christ, 
 
 Fr. Curran 

In observance of the Christmas 
Holiday, the Parish Office will be 
closed on Thursday, December 24 and 
Friday, December 25.  We will reopen 
on Monday, December 28 at 8:30 a.m. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
At this week’s Christmas Masses our second 
collection will be a Christmas offering that will 
benefit our parish. 
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SCHEDULE FOR 

MASSES 
AND CONFESSIONS 

 
 

 
 

Thursday - December 24 - Christmas Vigils 
 

(The 7:30 a.m. daily Mass will not be celebrated.) 
 

  4:30 p.m. (A Carol Sing, led by the 
   Children’s Choir, begins at 
   4:00 p.m.) 
 
 10:00 p.m. (A Carol Sing, led by the Adult 
    Choir, begins at 9:30 p.m.) 
 

Friday - December 25 - Christmas Day Masses 
 

8:00 a.m.  (A Carol Sing will begin at 7:45 a.m.) 
 

10:30 a.m.   (A Carol Sing will begin at 10:15 a.m.) 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday, December 19:  3:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 23:  11:00 a.m – 12:00 noon 
 

Thursday, December 24:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

2010 CALENDARS 
We are grateful to the Callahan, Newkirk & Whitney 
Funeral Home for supplying us with calendars for 
the year 2010.  They can be found at the entrances to 
the church. 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 
Religious give thanks.  Our parish contributed $3,124 
to the Retirement Fund for Religious in the second 
collection last weekend.  Of the support offered by 
this appeal, one religious writes, “We deeply 
appreciate this assistance.  God’s loving care touches 
us through the hearts of thousands of Catholics who 
give so generously to this collection year after year.”  
Women and men religious throughout the country 
send their abundant thanks for your donation. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Concession Success 

The St. Christopher Council #4 of the Knights of 
Columbus completed their concession work on 
December 5th at Rentschler Field and earned more 
than $3,000 for tuition scholarships for our parish 
school and other Catholic schools. The scholarships 
will be presented in the near future. 
 
A big thank you goes out to the following members 
who contributed their time to make this event a great 
success: 
 
Steve & Jessica Arede Scott Gay 
Bob Caron Bruce Kinel 
Romeo Carrier Rene Letourneau 
John Codianni Kevin Long 
Shawn Conner Oscar Mejia 
Nick & Robin Duva Ernest & Toni Mintel 
Bob Falkevitz Ray Simeone 
Steve Fastiggi Jim, Lisa and Kelsey 
Mike, Eileen and                   Sobestanovich 
                Brian Gay John Twarkins 
 
The Rentschler management was so pleased with the 
council’s work they invited them to start the next 
season off by working the April 17th Blue-White 
game next year. 
 
If you are not currently a member and are a practical 
Catholic man, please consider joining. For more 
information, call Grand Knight Bob Falkevitz at 
860-568-5452. 

 
Please pray for: 

 
Rev. Alfred J. Jaenicke 

 

Mary T. Scelza 
 

Rev. Richard B. Sherer 

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS 
To your enemy, forgiveness.  To an opponent, 
tolerance.  To a friend, your heart.  To a customer, 
service.  To all, charity.  To every child, a good 
example.  To yourself, respect." ~ Oren Arnold 
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
Are you still looking for that last-
minute gift? Please see our school 
volunteers after all Masses this weekend in the 
church hall.  They have gift cards available for  
several major retailers and restaurants.  Purchasing 
these gift cards is a great way to take care of the 
people on your Christmas list while at the same time 
supporting our parish school. 
 

Please note:  Gift cards will not be sold after Masses 
the weekends of December 26/27 and January 2/3, so 
please plan accordingly. 
 

If you are unfamiliar with this program and want to 
learn more about how easy it is to help our parish 
school, please see one of our volunteers after Mass 
next weekend.  You may also contact our school 
office at 568-4100 or Tracy Martinez at 
tcmart@comcast.net with any questions.  Your 
support of our parish school is greatly appreciated! 

AN APPEAL TO WIVES! 
I appeal to the wives of our parish to encourage your 
husbands to attend our parish’s Men’s Retreat being 
held January 15-17, 2009 at Holy Family Retreat 
House in West Hartford.  There’s a reason that there 
are many more retreats scheduled for men than for 
women; we need more help!  Not only will you 
enjoy a football free weekend, you’ll get a shiny new 
husband back in return!  Reservation forms can be 
found on all the Church bulletin boards.  For more 
information, you may contact me at 568-5001. 
 

– Phil Gosselin 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind 
us of the real presence of Jesus in the 
Holy Eucharist. 

 

The candle in the church burns this week 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Maurice Harden & Marianne Harden 

(Family) 
 
 

The candle in the chapel burns this week for a 
 

Special Intention for 
Healing for a Parishioner 

 
 

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication, 
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST THANK YOU! 
The pancake breakfast was a great success!  We wish 
to thank the Knights of Columbus for an amazing job 
they did preparing the food for the breakfast; the Girl 
Scouts for the fabulous job they did hosting the craft 
projects; all the volunteers for giving us your time to 
be sure everything ran smoothly; and especially all 
the parishioners who came and supported our parish 
school. Thank you all for making this a fun and 
successful community event.  See you next year!!! 
 

Merry Christmas, St. Christopher HSA 

Students of our parish school have 
been earning money by 
participating in the Funding 
Factory Recycling Program.  We 
collect empty laser and inkjet 
cartridges and used cell phones 

from the community and send them to the Funding 
Factory in exchange for cash.  All proceeds are used to 
support our technology program.  Please help us by 
donating your used cartridges and cell phones.  A blue 
collection bin has been placed in the church wing for 
your convenience.  Thank you for your support! 

MEMORIES AND DREAMS 
There is an old saying that good gifts come in small 
packages. This is certainly borne out in today’s 
scriptures. In the first reading the Lord announces that 
it is from Bethlehem, described as “too small to be 
among the clans of Judah” (Micah 5:1), that the 
Messiah would spring forth. In the Gospel story of the 
visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, we can only imagine 
Mary, probably a young teenager, a small woman, 
bearing within herself the greatest gift the world 
would ever know. These scriptures have much to say 
to us as we look forward to opening Christmas gifts 
over the next few days. Nothing in any package 
beneath any tree can compare to the gift given to the 
world two thousand years ago. As we share the joy of 
Christmas, let us remember the greatest gift, Jesus 
Christ, who came into this world to save us and set us 
free. © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
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GROCERY STORE COURTESY CARDS 
Can we interest you in helping our parish school earn 
points and cash for every dollar you spend at your 
favorite grocery store?  If so, please fill out the form 
that can be found on the tables at the main entrance to 
the church.  The form can be placed in any weekend’s 
collection basket.  If you’ve already signed up, 
please take a form and ask a family member or a 
friend to support our school.  Stop & Shop card 
holders can also join the program by registering 
online at www.stopandshop.com/aplus.  There is no 
cost to you to participate in the Courtesy Cards 
Program and it does not affect any benefits you 
receive with your cards.  Thanks for your support! 

 Attention:  Catholic School Alumni  
 

CATHOLIC ALUMNI PARTNERSHIP 
On his visit to the United States, Pope Benedict XVI 
said:  “No child should be denied his or her right to 
an education in faith, which in turn nurtures the soul 
of a nation” and how, more than ever, we need to 
come together as a community to ensure that we are 
able to continue to provide this gift to future 
generations of children. 
 
Our parish family is excited to report that 
St. Christopher School is blessed to be one of more 
than 300 schools, across seven arch/dioceses, 
participating in the Catholic Alumni Partnership 
(CAP).  CAP is enabling us to reconnect with the 
many alumni who once walked the halls of our 
school.  Kathleen Madej, our parish school principal, 
has been, and will continually be, working closely 
with CAP staff to identify our alumni and creating 
opportunities for those individuals to become active 
members of our school community. 
 
Whether you are an alumna or alumnus of our 
school, or another Catholic elementary school, we 
urge you to be an active member of your elementary 
school community.  Please visit www.clickYES.com 
to learn if your school is participating in CAP, and to 
sign up! 
 
If you have any questions, or would like additional 
information about CAP, please contact Kathleen 
Madej (860-568-4100) or Karen Santacross, our 
school’s Advancement Director (860-568-4975). 

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL’S 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Christmas is the time when family and friends come 
together to rejoice in the birth of our Lord.  We, at 
St. Christopher School, cannot help but think of all 
the people who have helped through the years with 
their sharing of time, talent, and treasure.  We know 
that we are greatly blessed by being a member of the 
St. Christopher Church parish community.  So, as we 
settle down to family celebrations, let me leave you 
with my prayer for the Christmas season and the 
upcoming new year: 
 

Dear Lord, please bless the community of 
St. Christopher Church and School. 
 

Bless Father Curran for the leadership he 
provides both our parish and school 
communities. 
 

Bless our parishioners in all that they do for our 
school in Your Name.  Please let them know how 
much we value their prayers and support. 
 

Bless our students and give them the strength to 
study hard, respect their teachers and fellow 
students.  Please provide them with the guidance 
they will need to learn how to better serve You. 
 

Bless our parents so that they may continue to 
support our student’s quest for knowledge.  
Please give them the strength and direction to 
help shape their children’s future so that they 
may better understand God’s role for them. 
 

Bless our teachers and staff and continue to 
provide them with the wisdom and patience to 
follow in our tradition as “Christ Bearers” to 
the children of our school. 

 
Thank you to all and I hope you have a blessed 
Christmas and a wonderful New Year! 
 

Mrs. Kathleen Madej, Principal 
St. Christopher School 

 

NATURE RESTORED 
 

“Christ is born, that by his birth he might restore 
your nature.” 

– St. Peter Chrysologus 


