Parish church & school of

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’S

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACONS
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director)
Deacon Edward Giard

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 860-568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 860-683-8594

OFFICE MANAGER
Bonnie Szalay — 860-568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 860-521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 860-895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier and Kevin Hadyka —
860-895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

Tel: 860-568-5240 Fax: 860-568-0673

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 860-568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Cesana — 860-568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 860-214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 860-202-3692

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six
months in advance at 860-568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
860-761-7456 vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 860-568-9069
Jean Nowik — 860-568-8873

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 860-214-9287

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 860-568-4638

PRAYER TREE

and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 860-432-1530
bcre3@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Toni Amberg—=860-568-9069

PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
Phil Gosselin — 860-568-5001

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 860-569-7396
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November 15, 2009

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.”

— Mark 13:31

Mass GNSSg for the
I nten A fWee&

Saturday. November 14 — 4:30 p.m.
Henry Therrien
(Family)

November 15 — 8:00 a.m.
Edmond Guerin
(Wife & Family)

Sunday, November 15 —10:30 a.m.
Marcel Dulude
(Cindy & Don Lowell)

Monday, November 16 — 7:30 a.m.
Edmond Guerin
(Wife & Family)

Tuesday, November 17 — 7:30 a.m.
Krystyna Knap
(The Dalek Family)

Wednesday, November 18 — 7:30 a.m.
Lucy Viglione
(Daughter Jean Walker)

Thursday, November 19 — 7:30 a.m.
Ken Harrison
(Family)

Saturday., November 21 — 4:30 p.m.
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)

November 22 — 8:00 a.m.
Paul Crowley - Sth Anniversary
(Wife Irene)

Sunday, November 22 — 10:30 a.m.
Paul Halle (Family)

Many thanks for your generous support of our
parish! Together, we make St. Christopher’s the
vibrant and welcoming faith community Christ
calls us to be.

Your end of the year gifts and bequests to the
parish will be especially helpful and
appreciated.

With gratitude,

Fr. Curran

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
For nearly 40 years, the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development (CCHD) has embodied
Catholic social teaching through pursuing justice and
upholding the dignity of the human person. CCHD
funds community projects led by low-income
individuals. As more Americans feel the weight of
the economic crisis, CCHD needs your support now
more than ever. Please give generously through our
second collection next weekend, November 21/22.
Thank you for your support.

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesus in the Holy
Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week for

Special Intention for Surgery

The candle in the chapel burns this week for

God’s Healing Presence
for a Parishioner

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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> @\ {) CHILDREN’S LITRUGY
- Our monthly Children’s Liturgy

i\~
@;MO@;@ will be celebrated next Sunday,
D‘\E/;D:é:y) November 22 at 10:30 a.m.
- Hospitality will follow in the
church hall and is being hosted

this month by families with children in Grades 1
and/or 7. Everyone is invited!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Council Meeting
The St. Christopher Council #4 of the Knights of
Columbus will hold their 2™ monthly meeting
Thursday, November 19, at 7:30 PM in the
church wing. This will be a business meeting.
Parishioners belonging to other councils are
welcome to attend.

The council will be donating a large portion of
their proceeds from the Rentschler Field
concession towards scholarships for St.
Christopher and can still use some help for the
11/28 and 12/05 games. Already the council has
bought griddle plates for the school’s stove.
Please contact Bob, see below, if you can help.

If you are not currently a member and are a
practical Catholic man, please consider joining.
For more information, call Bob Falkevitz, Grand
Knight, at 568-5452.

INTERFAITH
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
The annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
sponsored by the FEast Hartford Interfaith
Ministries (EHIM) will be held next Sunday,
November 22 at 7:00 p.m. at First Congregational
Church, 837 Main Street, East Hartford. Non-
perishable food donations will be accepted and

NOVEMBER IS
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MONTH
Catechesis is one of the Church’s primary tasks. It
is a Sacred Gift and Obligation. We are so
thankful for our catechists and aides who give of
their time and talents every Sunday. They are
bringing others into a relationship with Jesus, in
this case our young children. Please keep them in
your prayers, as they teach our faith, through this
important ministry.
with Gratitude,

Maria Sousa and Fr. Curran

We invite you to get familiar with who our
catechists and aides are by stopping by the bulletin
board at the back of the church.

HOLIDAY 0 e
FOOD BOXES  forthe NEEDY.

We are most grateful for the donations that have
already been made for this year’s Thanksgiving
food boxes.

We are still accepting donations of turkeys. If you
would like to donate a turkey, please call Dick and
Eleanor Domler at 569-7396 by Wednesday,
November 18.

We are most appreciative of your continued help
and support.

LAND SURVEYOR NEEDED
Our parish school is seeking a land surveyor who
would be able to assist with regards to developing
our school’s backyard. If you or someone you
know is a land surveyor, please contact our

Home/School Association president, Bridget
Messier-Cooke at 202-3692. Thank you!

will go to the food pantries

. PP
in town. Monetary offerings Give _,,\\\';‘\
help to support EHIM. Thanks f:::.‘})
o - ,_@d'{"""‘ﬁ»)! 2
Fr. Curran invites you to :;;:?,&?dﬂg
join him at this service. o ".-" \

THANKSGIVING

“Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of action.”

— W. J. Cameron
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CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES
UPCOMING EVENTS

Evening of Prayer

Credo Catholic Singles will continue their monthly
gathering of prayer at our Parish Center on
Tuesday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m. This is an
evening of prayer, reflection and conversation led
by Credo member Andrea M. who has an MA in
Spirituality and is a Spiritual Director trained
through the Mercy Center. All are welcome. No
RSVP necessary. Come and deepen your faith and
experience of God in a safe, supporting group.
Visit www.credocath.com for more information
about Credo Catholic Singles.

Advent Mass & Pot Luck Supper

Single persons of all ages are invited to come
celebrate Mass on Saturday, November 28 at
4:30 p.m. here at St. Christopher’s. Immediately
following the Mass we invite you to gather in the
church hall with other Catholic singles for a
“Getting into the Spirit” reception. Cocktail hour
will be held from 5:30 — 6:30 p.m. Potluck supper
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Please bring your favorite
dish to share. A-H: main dish; I-R: side dish;
S-Z: dessert. We will provide eggnog, wine, soda,
tea, coffee and chips and dip. The cost for the
evening will be $5. In the spirit of the season
Credo Catholic Singles will be accepting donations
for Birthright. For more information visit
www.credocath.com or call Harriet at
203-248-3184 or Steve at 203-281-3801.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Volunteers from our parish school are selling gift
cards every weekend, after every Mass. Gift cards
are available for hundreds of major retailers and
restaurants and make perfect Christmas gifts.
Purchasing these gift cards is a great way to take
care of the people on your Christmas list while at
the same time supporting our parish school.

If you are unfamiliar with this program and want
to learn more about how easy it is to help our
parish school, please see one of our volunteers
after Mass next weekend. You may also contact
our school office at 568-4100 or Tracy Martinez at
tcmart@comcast.net with any questions. Your
support of our parish school is greatly appreciated!

OUR BULLETINS ARE ON THE WEB!
This is just a reminder that our weekly bulletins
can be viewed on our website. In the event the
weekend finds you out of town, you can still be
informed of what’s happening in the St.
Christopher Parish and School community, or
perhaps you’d like to refer back to something you
saw in a previous bulletin. Please visit us at:

www.stchris-eh.org

ADVENT

WREATH LIGHTING
We are looking for individuals and
families who would be interested in
coming forth at the beginning of
Mass to light the candles of our
Advent Wreath. Individuals and families are
invited to sign-up for one of the weekend Masses
beginning the weekend of November 28/29. If you
are interested, please call Bonnie at the Parish
Office at 568-5240.

American St Christopher Church Hall
Red Cross
Friday, December 4

BLOOD DRIVE 1:45 - 6:30 p.m.

This December the American Red Cross is
teaming up with Best Buy to help maintain an
adequate blood supply in our communities. Best
Buy is proud to partner with the American Red
Cross and is ‘giving back’ to the blood donors who
give so much.

Call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to make your appointment
today and to find out more about this exciting
partnership with Best Buy. (Appointments are
preferred, but walk-ins are always welcome!)
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& 5 PIES ARRIVE ON
<l WEDNESDAY!

PIE November 18

1:00 — 5:00 p.m.

Pick up for the Lyman Orchard pies and cookie
dough is this Wednesday, November 18, from
1:00 - 5:00 p.m. If you placed an order through the
school’s Lyman Orchard fundraiser, please stop by
the church hall on Wednesday to pick up your order.
If you have any problems or questions about picking
up your order, please call Sarah Poirier at 568-0632.
Thanks for your support!

WHAT IS THE MEN’S RETREAT?

I want to share some of the events you will experience
at the Men’s Retreat at Holy Family Retreat Center.
The weekend experience, while it is a peaceful and
reflective time, is also energizing and stimulating.
Each day starts out with a short prayer session and
then we all meander down to the cafeteria for a great
breakfast; both spirit and stomach are fed. The
remainder of the day is a combination of excellent
workshops on various topics, inspirational talks,
attending Mass, free time to read, listen to music or
walk the beautiful grounds and of course, more good
food. The workshops always cover topics that are
timely and relevant. Lastly, enough cannot be said
about the Retreat Team; they are funny, inspirational
and thoughtful. I would encourage all the men of our
parish to consider going this year, January 15-17,
2010. I assure you, you’ll be glad you did.
Registration forms can be found on the bulletin
boards. If you have any questions, please call Phil
Gosselin at 568-5001.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

by Bud Ozar
Parenting is a constant state of uncertainty. Like the
fig tree in today’s gospel, there are “signs’ we look
for and “angels” who come into our lives to give us
guidance. But for the most part, parenting is a
journey of wuncertainty where we experience
“darkness, being shaken, trials and falling out”; a
journey demanding faith in ourselves and in our
children.

EAST CATHOLIC OPEN HOUSE
East Catholic High School will hold an Open
House this Thursday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m.
for eighth graders and their families. Check-in
will begin at 6:45 p.m. The entrance exam for
eighth graders will be given on Saturday,
December 5, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. at East Catholic
High School. Call Ms. Gryphon, Admissions,
649-5336, ext. 238 for more information.
Pre-registration for the exam is advised but not
required. The school’s web site is www.echs.com.

IN
MEMORIAM

Please pray for:

Barbara Fennelly
Alice Ullmar

HARTFORD PRAYER BREAKFAST
You are invited to the attend the Greater Hartford
Multi-Faith Prayer Breakfast which will be held
on Thursday, November 29, from 7:30 — 8:45 a.m.
at The Artists Collective in Hartford. The
Collective is on the corner of Albany Avenue and
Woodland Street, 1200 Albany Avenue.

This Prayer Breakfast is for all persons who
simply want to join together and pray for our city,
our region and our world. At the past eleven
annual breakfasts, an average of 400 people from
business, government, education, church and civic
organizations have gathered to pray together.

For more information about this breakfast
please visit www.hartfordprayerbreakfast.org.
Early registration is highly recommended as it
is expected that this will be a sold-out event.
Suggested offering is $10.

OUR BLESSINGS

“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we
use them, is the true measure of our thanksgiving.”

— W. T. Purkiser



