Parish church & school of

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’S

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACONS
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director)
Deacon Edward Giard

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

OFFICE MANAGER
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier and Kevin Hadyka —
895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Cesana — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 202-3692

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
761-7456 www.vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069
Jean Nowik — 568-8873

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 568-4638

PRAYER TREE

and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388
bcrc3@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Toni Amberg—568-9069

PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396
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Thirtieth Sunday OUR TITHING PARISH
Ordi mn Ti Weekly Collection (October 18):  $ 6,122
rdmnary 1ime Same Sunday in 2008: $ 6,398
October 25, 2009 Your generosity to our parish is appreciated.

“The LORD has done great things for us,

we are glad indeed.”
— Psalm 126:3

Mass RS<g for the
TIntentiors L8 fWee&

Saturday, October 24 — 4:30 p.m.
James F. O’Keefe (Wife & Family)
James J. O’Keefe (Mother & Family)

Sunday, October 25 — 8:00 a.m.
Joseph Veronese
(Frank & Barbara McMahon)

Sunday. October 25 — 10:30 a.m.
Sarkes Garbedian (7he Rottblatt Family)

Monday, October 26 — 7:30 a.m.
Claire Newhouse - 1st Anniversary
(“The Walkers™)

Tuesday, October 27 — 7:30 a.m.
Antonio Jacques
(Lise Fentner)

Wednesday, October 28 — 7:30 a.m.
Paul E. Franklin
(Wife Claire)

Thursday, October 29 — 7:30 a.m.
Jennie Tessier
(The Tessier Family)

Saturday, October 31 —4:30 p.m.
Margaret Malenfont (Family)

November 1 —8:00 a.m.
Richard “Dick” Whalen - 1st Anniversary
(Wife & Family)

Sunday, November 1 — 10:30 a.m.
For the Faithful Departed
Who Have Died with Christ
November 2008 - October 2009

Many thanks for all you do to help our parish!

With gratitude, Fr. Curran

UNITED WAY DONATIONS
Another Way to Help Our Parish Community!
Many of you participate in the United Way
campaign at your workplace. When you are
asked to make a pledge to the United Way
through employee contributions, please consider
making a contribution to our church and/or school
through the Donor Choice program. Please use
the appropriate designation code(s) when
completing your paperwork.

Designation Codes

St. Christopher Church: #AG10062
St. Christopher School: #AG0953

For more information, please contact our parish
office at 568-5240.

(Please clip and save for easy reference.)

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesus in the Holy
Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week for
A Special Intention
(Lucien and Joan Lavertu)
The candle in the chapel burns this week

In Loving Memory of Claire Newhouse
In Remembrance of Her Birthday
and Her 1st Anniversary
(Rose & Helen)

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,

please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY

Today is Priesthood Sunday, a special day set
aside to honor priesthood in the United States and
to reflect upon and affirm the role of the
priesthood in the life of the Church. By our
priests’ faithful teaching, preaching and witness,
the whole Church community grows in its mission
to the God of Love in the world. Their service to
our parishes is a sacrifice. By sacrifice, we mean,
priests give their very selves in order that the
whole Church might continue to further Christ’s
mission left to the Church.

We invite you to read the pamphlet inserted into
this weekend’s bulletin entitled Five Ways to
Support My Parish Priest.

We take this opportunity on Priesthood Sunday to
express our appreciation for Fr. Curran and to
thank him for ministering Christ to us and for
faithfully serving our needs. May God bless you,
Fr. Curran!

| CRE DO

EVENING OF PRAYER
Evening of Prayer
Tuesday ~ October 27 ~ 7:00 p.m.
Credo Catholic Singles continues their monthly
gathering of prayer in our Parish Center. This is an
evening of prayer, reflection and conversation led
by Credo member Andrea M. who has an MA in
Spirituality and is a Spiritual Director trained
through the Mercy Center. All are welcome. No
RSVP necessary. Come and deepen your faith and
experience of God in a safe supporting group.

IN
MEMORIAM

Please pray for:

Mary G. Wilmes
(mother of Howard & Barb Wilmes)

Rita E. Yelle

%ﬁf In Loving Memory

ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS
Our parish will celebrate the memory of those who
have died since last November during our
10:30 a.m. Mass next Sunday, November 1. A
candlelight service within our Eucharistic Liturgy
will commemorate each of the deceased.

We invite parishioners who have lost a family
member this past year, even though they may not
have been buried from St. Christopher, to bring to
the Liturgy a photo of your loved one with a name
card for display on our Memory Board.

Please note:

A reception will be held in our church hall
following the Mass on November 1. We Kkindly
request donations of baked goods that can be
served at this reception. All donations may be
left in the church hall prior to the start of Mass.
We thank you for your support!

— Toni Amberg, Bereavement Coordinator

CONFIRMATION MASS
Bishop Peter Rosazza will confer the
Sacrament of Confirmation on
% 0 seventeen of our young people at a

®® Saturday, Oct. 31, at 11:00 a.m. You
are all invited to attend.

Attention Candidates: A rehearsal for all

candidates and their sponsors will be held on

Wednesday, October 28, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Cb Mass here at St. Christopher’s on

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
Due to our church hall being used to prepare for
Election Day, our November meeting will be held
on Monday, November 9, at 1:30 p.m. BINGO
will follow a short meeting. If you have any
questions, please call Helen Little at 568-3080.

Reminder: Non-perishable food donations will be
accepted at this meeting for the St. Christopher
Food Bank.
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LYMAN ORCHARD
PIE SALE!

Please see our
school volunteers
at the TCP table after all
Masses this weekend.

Our parish school is selling pies and cookie dough
from Lyman Orchards in Middlefield, CT. The pies
will arrive frozen, ready to be baked (except for
pumpkin, coconut, pecan and chocolate cream
which are pre-baked and simply need to be
thawed). Orders will be available for pick up on
Wednesday, November 18 between 1 p.m. and 5
p.m. in the church hall (just in time for the
holidays!!). Please stop by the TCP table after
Mass. Your order will not only help our school, but
will be very delicious, too! Any questions, please
call Sarah Poirier at 568-0632. Thank you for your
support!

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Volunteers from our parish school are selling gift
cards every weekend, after every Mass. If you are
unfamiliar with this program and want to learn
more about how easy it is to help our parish school,
please see one of our volunteers after Mass next
weekend. You may also contact our school office
at 568-4100 or Tracy Martinez at
tcmart@comcast.net with any questions. Your
support of our parish school is greatly appreciated!

GROCERY STORE COURTESY CARDS
Our parish school wishes to thank parishioners for
the overwhelming response and support of the
Grocery Store Courtesy Card Campaign. If you
are interested in helping our parish school earn
points and cash for every dollar you spend at your
favorite grocery store, please fill out the form that
can be found at all the church entrances. The form
can be placed in any weekend’s collection basket.
If you’ve already signed up, please take a form
and ask a family member or a friend to support
our school. There is no cost to you and it does not
affect any benefits you receive with your courtesy
card. Thanks for your support!

OPEN HOUSES SCHEDULED

Xavier High School, a Catholic college
preparatory school for young men in Middletown,
will hold its annual Open House for all interested
young men and their parents this Sunday, October
25 from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Entrance exam:
Saturday, November 14, 8:00 - 11:15 am.
Students who wish to take the exam may pre-
register at www.xavierhighschool.org.

Xavier’s sister school, Mercy High School, will
hold their annual Open House for all interested
young women and their parents on Sunday,
November 8 from 2:00 - 4:30 pm. Entrance exam:
Saturday, November 14, 8:00 - 11:15 am.
Students who wish to take the exam may pre-
register at www.mercyhigh.org.

East Catholic High School will hold an Open
House on Thursday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m. for
eighth graders and their families. The entrance
exam for eighth graders will be given on Saturday,
December 5 at 8:00 a.m. at East Catholic High
School. Pre-registration for the exam is advised
but not required. To pre-register or to get more
information, please call Ms. Gryphon, Admissions,
at 649-5336 ext. 238 or visit the school’s website
at www.echs.com.

SEEING

“We sin from two causes: either from not seeing
what we ought to do, or from not doing what we
see ought to be done.”

— St. Augustine

Our parish school is grateful for the number of
Box Tops for Education coupons
we receive each week from our
parishioners! Clipped coupons
can be placed in our offertory
baskets any weekend. Thank
you for your support!

MAKE OUR SCHOOL A CUT ABOVE!



Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time - October 18, 2009 Page 4

Goodipye

Sue and Steve Kleva

This weekend we bid farewell to long-time
parishioners Sue and Steve Kleva. During the past
40 years, they have served our parish in a variety
of capacities. Steve has shown great stewardship
through his service as parish trustee and member
of the parish and finance councils, as coordinator
of our Counters’ ministry and through his tireless
work to improve and maintain our parish building
and grounds. Sue and Steve have been a real team
in their role as a supervising couple in our
Counters’ ministry and as members of the Surplus
Bread Delivery Team and the Adult Social Club.
No words can adequately express our appreciation
for their dedication on behalf of our parish or for
the loss we will feel by their absence.

May God bless them with much happiness in their
new home in Delaware. We will miss you Sue and
Steve. You are always welcome here!

BOOK SALE

A Book Sale will be held at the
Archbishop O’Brien Library
Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
October 29-October 31, 2009.
Hours will be 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Thursday
and Friday 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and on Saturday
from 9:30 a.m. — 3 p.m.

Items for sale will include religious books and
media and other subject areas such as fiction and
history at bargain prices. There will be a selection
of vintage books, reference, and book sets at
reduced prices. Library tote bags, cards and gift
items will also be on sale and a book drawing will
be held. The Archbishop O’Brien Library is
located at The Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas
Seminary, 467 Bloomfield Ave. in Bloomfield.
Please call 860-242-5573, ext. 114/115 for more
information and directions or view the Seminary’s

GOOD HEARING
“Faith is the ear of the soul.”
— St. Clement of Alexandria

THE HOPE AND PROMISE
OF REDEMPTION

Here and in Psalm 126 we find the most lovely
poetic images of God’s love and care for us.
“Those that sow in tears / shall reap rejoicing.
Although they go forth weeping, / carrying the
seed to be sown, / they shall come back rejoicing, /
carrying their sheaves” (Psalm 126:5-6). Although
God had to punish Israel for their many sins, God
never forgot them, scattered as they were, and
brings them all back to the land of their ancestors,
there to flourish and be joyful again. We can see in
this the hope and the promise of our own
redemption, gathered from the far corners of the
earth into the great banquet of God.

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

OUR BULLETINS ARE ON THE WEB!
This is just a reminder that our weekly bulletins
can be viewed on our website. In the event the
weekend finds you out of town, you can still be
informed of what’s happening in the
St. Christopher Parish and School community, or
perhaps you’d like to refer back to something you
saw in a previous bulletin. Please visit us at:

www.stchris-eh.org

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES ASSOCIATION
Choosing a family cemetery lot is inevitable.
Instead of leaving this decision to a loved one, a
friend or perhaps even a stranger, why not make
this a family decision now?  The Catholic
Cemeteries Association of the Archdiocese of
Hartford is offering until November 15 the
opportunity to purchase pre-need graves with
upright monument rights or shrine graves with
interest-free installment payments up to four years
at St. Mary Cemetery in East Hartford, Holy Cross
Cemetery in Glastonbury and St. James and
St. Bridget Cemeteries in Manchester. Mausoleum
entombment space is also available at
St. Mary and Holy Cross Cemeteries. For more

information, please call their office at 646-3772.




