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BOOK DISCUSSION 
By April 24, 2009, The Shack 
had spent 48 weeks on The New 
York Times bestseller list.  
Maybe it's because this book by 
William Paul Young is both a 
compelling and provocative 
story.  Four years after the 
brutal death of his youngest 
daughter, Mackenzie Allen 
Philips returns to the shack where she was 
murdered.  Here Mack meets God.  Here he 
wrestles with the timeless question: Where is God 
in a world so filled with unspeakable pain? The 
answer Mack gets is both astounding and 
transformative.  Like The DaVinci Code, you will 
either like it or you’ll think the book heretical. 
What do you think?  Come share your views 
about this absorbing work of fiction.  I look 
forward to facilitating a discussion about The 
Shack on Monday, October 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church hall.  We hope you’ll be part of the 
conversation. 

– Toni Amberg (568-9069) 

October is Respect Life Month.  
During this time, the Church 
throughout the world prays for a 
more profound respect for human 
life and celebrates the Church's 
belief in the dignity of every 

person.  The Pro-Life Ministry of the Archdiocese 
of Hartford will be holding special events.  These 
events include: 

Respect Life Mass 
 

Come to the Respect Life Mass being celebrated 
this weekend, Sunday, October 4, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford.  
Archbishop Henry J. Mansell will be the main 
celebrant. 
 

10th Annual Respect Life Conference 
 

The 10th annual Respect Life Conference will be 
held on Saturday, October 17, from 8:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. at Holy Angels Church in South 
Meriden.  The $15 registration fee includes pro-
life exhibits, guest speakers, Mass, workshops, 
hospitality and lunch.  For more information or to 
register for this conference, please call Holy 
Angels Church at (203) 235-3822. 

 
Our Parish is growing!  We welcome    
 into our Christian community through  
 the holy waters of baptism: 
 

Russell John Cook, Jr. 
 

Austin Micheal Finnegan 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
Volunteers from our parish school are selling gift 
cards every weekend, after every Mass.  If you are 
unfamiliar with this program and want to learn 
more about how easy it is to help our parish 
school, please see one of our volunteers after Mass 
next weekend.  You may also contact our school 
office at 568-4100 or Tracy Martinez at 
tcmart@comcast.net with any questions.  Your 
support of our parish school is greatly appreciated! 

WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY MASS 

A special Wedding Anniversary 
Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, 
October 25 at 2:00 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford.  
All couples celebrating their 25th, 50th and other 
special wedding anniversaries are invited to 
attend.  Archbishop Mansell will be the main 
celebrant, and he sees this annual event as one 
specific way to positively support sacramental 
marriage.  All couples attending the Mass will 
have an opportunity to have a photo taken with 
the Archbishop 
 A simple reception will follow.  Family 
members and friends are encouraged to attend.  
Please call the rectory at 568-5240 to respond to 
this invitation and to register. 
 Registrations are still being accepted, but the 
names will not be listed in the program as the 
deadline for that has passed. 
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NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
Our parish is actively seeking students in Grades 
5 and above who are interested in becoming an 
Altar Server.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Altar Server ministry, please contact 
Deacon Bill Gilles at 633-8997.  A 
training session will be held in the 
near future.  Please note:  Even if 
you have already expressed an 
interest in becoming an Altar 
Server, please contact Deacon Bill 
to be sure he has you on his list. 

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 
PRESENTS 

Jimmy & Jenny’s Wacky Western Wedding 
 

St. Christopher School is proud to announce that 
it will be presenting the hilarious Jimmy and 
Jenny’s Wacky Western Wedding on Friday, 
October 9, at 6:30 p.m. at Maneeley’s in South 
Windsor.  If you have seen Joey and Maria’s 
Wedding, you know just how much fun this 
family is when they get together for some 
nuptials.  The cost is $50.00 per person (cash bar) 
and includes the dinner and the show. 
 

There are also opportunities for companies and 
individuals to sponsor a table.  The cost is $100 
for exclusive sponsorship of a table and $50 if 
you would like to share sponsorship with another 
business/individual.  A nice display with the 
company’s or individual’s name will be provided 
at the table.  For tickets or to sponsor a table, 
please call the school office at 568-4100. 

I   Meghan Wilkosz & Louis Edouard 

 
 
 
 
We extend Happy Birthday wishes to: 
 
Eleanor Curran who on September 30 celebrated 
her 85th birthday. 
 
Lillian Jones who on October 8 will celebrate her 
95th birthday. 
 
Mrs. Curran and Mrs. Jones – May this day and all 
your days be filled with the wonder of God’s 
special love for you.  Happy Birthday! 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

This weekend Mark and Brenda 
Gagliardi are celebrating their 
30th Wedding Anniversary.  We 
join with their family and friends 
in  offer ing our  s incere 
congratulations along with our 
prayers for God’s blessing on 
them and their loved ones. 

HE EMBRACED THEM 
AND BLESSED THEM 

Today Jesus stresses how children embody the 
reign of God. They are trusting and loving and 
have hearts that are open to love. They are joyful 
when they are made aware of God’s love for them, 
and are eager to return that love. This is the model 
Jesus holds out to us if we want to welcome the 
reign of God. We need to have open, loving hearts. 
We must drop our defenses, however we came by 
them, and welcome Christ’s love for us with joy. 
This is impossible for us on our own. Only the 
grace of God will enable us to do this, but that 
grace is freely and generously given. We have only 
to accept it.  © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

THE CATHOLIC WORKER 
A few copies of the Fall 2009 issue of The 
Hartford Catholic Worker are available on the Free 
Materials Rack in the Church Hall.  We invite you 
to take a copy to learn more about the St. Martin 
De Porres Catholic Worker community. 


