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BOOK DISCUSSION

By April 24, 2009, The Shack had

spent 48 weeks on The New York

Times bestseller list. Maybe it's

because this book by William Paul

Young is both a compelling and

provocative story. Four years after

the brutal death of his youngest

daughter, Mackenzie Allen Philips

returns to the shack where she was

murdered. Here Mack meets God. Here he wrestles
with the timeless question: Where is God in a world so
filled with unspeakable pain? The answer Mack gets is
both astounding and transformative. Like The DaVinci
Code, you will either like it or you’ll think the book
heretical. What do you think? Come share your views
about this absorbing work of fiction. I look forward to
facilitating a discussion about The Shack on Monday,
October 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the church hall. We hope
you’ll be part of the conversation.

— Toni Amberg (568-9069)

October is Respect Life Month. During
?%pg@t this time, the Church throughout the
, world prays for a more profound
LW respect for human life and celebrates

! the Church's belief in the dignity of
every person. The Pro-Life Ministry of

the Archdiocese of Hartford will be holding special
events. The first event is as follows:

Respect Life Mass
Archbishop Henry J. Mansell
will celebrate Mass and commission
new pro-life representatives.

Sunday ~ October 4 ~ 2:00 p.m.
Cathedral of St. Joseph
140 Farmington Avenue, Hartford

Our Parish is growing!  We welcome
into our Christian community through
the holy waters of baptism:

Stephen Paul Fastiggi

Baptism

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
The Adult Social Club will be meeting on
Monday, October 5, at 1:00 p.m. in the Church
Hall. Our guest will be Attorney Daniel Tully
from Kilbourne & Tully, P.C. in Bristol.
Attorney Tully will talk about such topics as
elder law, wills and estate asset protection.
Refreshments will be served.  Guests are

welcome! If you have any questions, please
call Helen Little at 568-3080.

Reminder: We will be accepting non-perishable
food donations for the St. Christopher Food
Bank at this meeting.

Please note: Due to our church hall being used
to prepare for Election Day, our November
meeting will be held on Monday, November 9.

CONNECTICUT

CaraoLC

CT CATHOLIC
MEN’S
CONFERENCE
The 2nd annual conference
will be held next Saturday,
October 3, at the Chevrolet
Theater (formerly the
Oakdale) in Wallingford. It
promises to be even better
than last year’s smash hit! The day begins at
8:00 a.m. with coffee and danish, includes
lunch, and ends with a Vigil Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Mansell. Cost is $30. You can
register online at www.ctcatholicmen.org or by

calling 203-710-0400.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Volunteers from our parish school are selling
gift cards every weekend, after every Mass. If
you are unfamiliar with this program and want
to learn more about how easy it is to help our
parish school, please see one of our volunteers
after Mass next weekend. You may also
contact our school office at 568-4100 or Tracy
Martinez at tcmart@comcast.net with any
questions. Your support of our parish school is
greatly appreciated!
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NEW ALTAR SERVERS

Our parish is actively seeking students in Grades 5
and above who are interested in becoming an Altar
Server. If you would like to learn more about the
Altar Server ministry, please contact Deacon Bill
Gilles at 633-8997. A training session
will be held in the near future. Please
note: Even if you have already
expressed an interest in becoming an
Altar Server, please contact Deacon
Bill to be sure he has you on his list.

NOT AGAINST US

Like Moses before him, Jesus corrects his disciples’
misunderstanding of the gift of the Spirit. They saw
people who were not of their company casting out
demons and doing other works such as Jesus had
done. Jesus points out that no one who does a good
deed in his name can be opposed to him at the same
time! He goes on to point out the importance of the
“little ones”: the poor, simple people, children, the
meek ones who are not important in the world. It is
to them that he was sent, not to the wealthy and the
self-righteous. He underscores the importance of
small works done in faith, as well as big works like
driving out demons. “Anyone who gives you a cup
of water . . . because you belong to Christ . . . will
surely not lose his reward” (Mark 9:41). God builds
the coming reign little by little in our actions, how-
ever small and unassuming, when they are done out
of love of God and neighbor. © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

a3 IT’S CHOIR TIME AGAIN!
() *f‘; <7 New Members Needed And Welcome!
2¢) " You don’t have to know how to read music!

Adult Choir (Adults and High School Students)
Our adult choir rehearses on Thursday evenings from
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the church. Please join us!

Children’s Choir (Children in Grades 2-8)
Our children’s choir rehearses on Thursday
afternoons from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. in the church.
Please join us!

For more information, please call our
Music Director, Carol Waterman, at 521-7411.

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL
PRESENTS
Jimmy & Jenny’s Wacky Western Wedding

St. Christopher School is proud to announce that
it will be presenting the hilarious Jimmy and
Jenny’s Wacky Western Wedding on Friday,
October 9, at 6:30 p.m. at Maneeley’s in South
Windsor. If you have seen Joey and Maria’s
Wedding, you know just how much fun this
family is when they get together for some
nuptials. The cost is $50.00 per person (cash bar)
and includes the dinner and the show.

There are also opportunities for companies and
individuals to sponsor a table. The cost is $100
for exclusive sponsorship of a table and $50 if
you would like to share sponsorship with another
business/individual. A nice display with the
company’s or individual’s name will be provided
at the table. For tickets or to sponsor a table,
please call the school office at 568-4100.

WEDDING

ANNIVERSARY MASS
A special Wedding Anniversary
Mass will be celebrated on Sunday,
October 25 at 2:00 p.m. at
St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford. o
All couples celebrating their 25", 50™and other
special wedding anniversaries are invited to
attend. Archbishop Mansell will be the main
celebrant, and he sees this annual event as one
specific way to positively support sacramental
marriage.

A simple reception will follow. Family
members and friends are encouraged to attend.
Please call the rectory at 568-5240 to respond to
this invitation and to register. All registrations
received by September 30 will appear in the
program booklet.

THE PRESENCE OF GOD
“In all our thoughts and actions we ought to
remember the presence of God, and account all
lost in which we think not of God.”

— St. Bernard of Clairvaux



