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The Rite of Christian Initiation is for non-
Catholics (baptized or unbaptized) who wish to 
become confirmed Catholics.  It is also for 
those who were baptized in the Catholic 
Church who did not continue on to First 
Communion or Confirmation.  Classes will 
begin later this month and will be held here at 
St. Christopher’s.  We will meet until just after 
Easter.  If RCIA is for you or for someone you 
know, please contact Deacon Bill at 633-8997. 

CT CATHOLIC 
MEN’S CONFERENCE 

The 2nd annual conference will be held on 
Saturday, October 3, at the Chevrolet Theater 
(formerly the Oakdale) in Wallingford. It 
promises to be even better than last year’s 
smash hit!  The day begins at 8:00 a.m. with 
coffee and danish, includes lunch, and ends 
with a Vigil Mass celebrated by Archbishop 
Mansell.  Cost is $30.  You can register online 
at www.ctcatholicmen.org or by calling 
203-710-0400. 

THE ABC’S OF ANNULMENTS 
“The ABC’S of Annulments”, an informational 
program designed to answer questions about 
the process of Annulments, will be held on 
Friday, September 25 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in 
the church hall at St. Laurent Church, 121 
Camp Street, Meriden, CT.  Brother Larry 
Lussier, CSC, Pastoral Associate at St. Gabriel 
Church, Milford, will be the presenter.  There 
will be a question and answer period following 
the presentation.  The event is open to all 
seeking an annulment in the Catholic Church.  
Attendance at this session is required to attend 
the five follow up Annulment Writing 
Sessions. For further information, please call 
Brother Larry at (203) 937-7040 or Deacon 
Eyles at (203) 467-3538.  Sponsored by the 
Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of 
Hartford. 

BOOK DISCUSSION 
By April 24, 2009, The Shack had 
spent 48 weeks on The New York 
Times bestseller list.  Maybe it's 
because this book by William Paul 
Young is both a compelling and 
provocative story.  Four years after 
the brutal death of his youngest 
daughter, Mackenzie Allen Philips 
returns to the shack where she was 
murdered.  Here Mack meets God.  Here he wrestles 
with the timeless question: Where is God in a world so 
filled with unspeakable pain? The answer Mack gets is 
both astounding and transformative.  Like The DaVinci 
Code, you will either like it or you’ll think the book 
heretical. What do you think?  Come share your views 
about this absorbing work of fiction.  I look forward to 
facilitating a discussion about The Shack on Monday, 
October 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the church hall.  We hope 
you’ll be part of the conversation. 

– Toni Amberg (568-9069) 

CREDO - EVENING OF PRAYER 
Credo Catholic Singles will resume their monthly 
gatherings of prayer in the community room in our 
Parish Center beginning on Tuesday, September 29, at 
7:00 p.m.  This is an evening of prayer, reflection and 
conversation led by Credo member Andrea M. who has 
an MA in Spirituality and is a Spiritual Director trained 
through the Mercy Center.  All are welcome.  No RSVP 
necessary.  Come and deepen your faith and experience 
of God in a safe, supporting group. Visit 
www.credocath.com for more information about Credo 
Catholic Singles. 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
The Adult Social Club will be meeting on Monday, 
October 5, at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.  Our guest 
will be Attorney Daniel Tully from Kilbourne & Tully, 
P.C. in Bristol.  Attorney Tully will talk about such 
topics as elder law, wills and estate asset protection.  
Refreshments will be served.  Guests are welcome!  If 
you have any questions, please call Helen Little at 
568-3080. 
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GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
Volunteers from our parish school are selling gift 
cards every weekend, after every Mass.  If you are 
unfamiliar with this program and want to learn more 
about how easy it is to help our parish school, please 
see one of our volunteers after Mass next weekend.  
You may also contact our school office at 568-4100 
or Tracy Martinez at tcmart@comcast.net with any 
questions.  Your support of our parish school is 
greatly appreciated! 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Perhaps the fall is a better time for the women of the 
parish to take time apart for themselves.  Holy 
Family Retreat Center, West Hartford, is setting 
aside October 2-4, 2009 for a women's retreat.  The 
theme is "Be Not Afraid: Living in God's Care." 
 

This retreat will explore the fears we know we 
possess and help reveal some we didn't even realize 
were present in our lives.  We will walk the journey 
of hope with Christ and lead one another into the 
realm of new possibilities through the faith we share 
as authentic Christian women. 
 

For more information or make a reservation you can 
go online www.holyfamilyretreat.org or call 
521-0440.  Registration forms are also available 
on the tables at the main entrance to our church.  
Don't wait to be put on a waiting list.  Find a friend 
and plan to go.  You'll be so glad you did.  

9th GRADE OPENING RETREAT 
There will be an Opening Retreat next Sunday, 
September 27, for all 9th grade students in the 
Confirmation program.  The students will come 
together to celebrate Mass at 10:30 a.m. followed 
by a retreat in the church hall until 3:30 p.m.  
Lunch will be provided.  Attendance is 
mandatory.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the youth ministry office at 
youthministry@stchris-eh.org or call us at 
895-8692.  

CONFIRMATION CEREMONY 
REHEARSAL DATES 

This year the sacrament of Confirmation will be 
administered on Saturday, Oct. 31, at 11:00 a.m.  
The following meetings/rehearsals are mandatory 
for all candidates who will receive the sacrament 
in October: 
 
Meeting/rehearsal:  Wednesday, September 23, at  
7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall (students only) 
 

Presentation of Candidates:  Sunday, October 18, 
at the 10:30 a.m. Mass - students are asked to 
meet in the church hall by 10:15 a.m. 
 

Final rehearsal:  Wednesday, October 28, at 6:30 
p.m. in the church hall (students and sponsors 
required) 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 
A special Wedding Anniversary Mass will be 
celebrated on Sunday, October 25 at 2:00 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford.  All couples 
celebrating their 25th, 50th and other special wedding 
anniversaries are invited to attend.  Archbishop 
Mansell will be the main celebrant, and he sees this 
annual event as one specific way to positively 
support sacramental marriage. 
 A simple reception will follow.  Family members 
and friends are encouraged to attend.  Please call the 
rectory at 568-5240 to respond to this invitation and 
to register. All registrations received by September 
30 will appear in the program booklet. 

NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
Our parish is actively seeking students in Grades 5 
and above who are interested in becoming an Altar 
Server.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Altar Server ministry, please contact Deacon Bill 
Gilles at 633-8997.  A training session 
will be held in the near future.  Please 
note:  Even if you have already 
expressed an interest in becoming an 
Altar Server, please contact Deacon 
Bill to be sure he has you on his list. 

OUR BEST 
“The more the world is at its worst, the more we 
need the Church at its best.”  – Anonymous 


