Parish church & school of

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’S

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
(860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673

Tel:

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACONS
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director)
Deacon Edward Giard

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

OFFICE MANAGER
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and
Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Cesana — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 202-3692

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t.w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
761-7456 www.vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069
Jean Nowik — 568-8873

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 568-4638

PRAYER TREE

and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388
bcre3@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Toni Amberg—568-9069

PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396



From the Desk of ... The Pin Committee

Dear Parishioners,

We ask your prayers and assistance for a parish family in need, recently referred to the PIN
committee. This family of seven is extremely involved within our parish and have volunteered
their services often to assist others. We hope now to do the same for them.

The family has requested confidentiality at this time, and we wish to honor that request. However,
we can provide some specifics so that those of you who are willing to help may do so in whatever
means possible. We have provided some information below:

= Recent colon surgeries on one of the children has caused financial difficulties as not all
medical costs are covered. (This recent medical emergency adds to pre-existing medical
concerns for other children which the family is already faced with.)

= Additional adjustments were made by the mom to be present for her child’s medical needs
and so one source of income is no longer available.

= Although the family does have medical insurance, the following items are not covered and
are necessary at this time:

* Ensure® - 21 servings per week (another child also requires this)
* Devrom® — non prescription over the counter item

* Surgical gloves

* Surgical wipes

= One to two additional surgeries may be required. Prognosis is good that by next spring a full
recovery is anticipated.

What has been done?

Through the generosity of your past donations, the PIN committee has been able to provide some
initial cases of Ensure® to assist the family and to help them, in a small way, with their increased
medical expenses. We also provided information from Abbott Laboratories which may further
assist the family and the dietary restrictions they are facing.

What can be done?

» We ask for your continued prayers and contributions.

» To specifically donate to this parish family’s needs, please mark the PIN envelope “Ensure.”
Monetary contributions will offset the cost of the items indicated above. In addition, Ensure®
coupons are available online via Ensure.com if you wish to purchase and donate packages/cases.
(If purchasing for the family, the preferred flavor is vanilla.)

- over -




What can be done? (continued)

» To donate specifically to any past or future PIN recipient known by name, please continue to
note their name on the envelope (as you have done for Margaret Bennet and her family).

» To assist more than one family with your contribution, we encourage you to support our gift
card program. (Walmart gift cards are recommended if contributing to the Ensure® PIN fund.)

» To help maintain the PIN general fund, contribute a non-specified donation and watch for future

announcements such as bake sales, etc. which we can all support in order to maintain our
general fund.

» To become directly involved, consider offering your services (particularly your social service or
legal expertise). As a committee, we try our best to provide initial assistance and to redirect

parishioners to resources within the parish, the community and the archdiocese. Please consider
offering your expertise to one in need.

Remember, even a few minutes of your time
can be remembered for a lifetime by one in need.

Thank you for your continued prayers and contributions.

— PIN Committee
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September 6, 2009

“Did not God choose those who are poor in the

world to be rich in faith and heirs to the kingdom?”

— James 2:5

Mass 8Sg for the
Tntentiors L8 fWee&

Saturday, September 5 — 4:30 p.m.
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)

Sunday, September 6 — 8:00 a.m.
Jerome “Jerry” Millstein
In Remembrance of His Birthday
(His Family)

Sunday, September 6 — 10:30 a.m.
Rosetta Perazella - 1st Anniversary
(Daughter, Bobbie Palen and
Son, John and Becky Perazella)

Monday, September 7 — 9:00 a.m.
John Vignone

In Remembrance of His Birthday
(Wife & Family)

Tuesday, September 8 — 7:30 a.m.
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire)

Wednesday, September 9 — 7:30 a.m.
Walter Cutler (Sister)

Thursday, September 10 — 7:30 a.m.
Rosalie Marotta (Fr. Curran)

Saturday, September 12 —4:30 p.m.
My Deceased Brothers & Sisters (Maria Barros)

Sunday, September 13 — 8:00 a.m.
Carmen C. Zocco - 4th Anniversary
(Wife & Family)

Sunday, September 13 — 10:30 a.m.
Josephine Miele
(Fr. Curran & The People of St. Christopher’s)

UNITED WAY DONATIONS
Another Way to Help Our Parish Community!
Many of you participate in the United Way
campaign at your workplace. When you are
asked to make a pledge to the United Way
through employee contributions, please consider
making a contribution to our church and/or school
through the Donor Choice program. Please use
the appropriate designation code(s) when
completing your paperwork.

Designation Codes

St. Christopher Church: #AG10062
St. Christopher School: #AG0953

For more information, please contact our parish
office at 568-5240.

(Please clip and save for easy reference.)

OUR TITHING PARISH
Weekly Collection (August 30):  § 6,662
Same Sunday in 2008: $ 6,360

Your generosity to our parish is appreciated.
Many thanks for all you do to help our parish!

With gratitude, Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesus in the Holy
Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Memory of
Mother Teresa of Calcutta - 12th Anniversary
(Suzanne Martel)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for

God’s Comfort & Healing Presence
For a Dear Friend

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,

please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.

e |
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LABOR DAY MASS
In keeping with the holiday schedule, our
Parish Mass on Labor Day, Monday,
September 7, will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m.

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000

In observance of Labor Day, the parish office
will be closed on Monday, September 7. The
office will reopen on Tuesday, September 8§,
at 8:30 a.m.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

What a wonderful afternoon we had! We’d like
to extend our appreciation to Barbara Casey and
Pat Clark who did a great job coordinating our
ice cream sundae bar and to Steve Kleva who
brought the music that kept us moving in our
seats and brought back so many wonderful
memories. We thank all our members who came
and helped to make the afternoon so enjoyable!

— Social Club Board Members

Please pray for:

IN

MEMORIAM Joseph Pappalardo

Joseph Symmes

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

¥ Religious Education
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»An orientation/retreat for all Religious
Education teachers and aides will be held on
Sunday, September 13, in the Church Hall
following the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

»Classes will begin on Sunday, September 20,
from 9:15 — 10:15 a.m. for students in grades
K — 8. All students are required to pre-register.
Please call Maria Sousa, Coordinator of
Religious Education, at 895-8692 to obtain a
registration form.

~
¢ ' New Members Needed And Welcome!
) You don’t have to know how to read music!

%7 /ﬁi{? > IT’S CHOIR TIME AGAIN!
5P

Adult Choir (Adults and High School Students)
Our first rehearsal is Thursday, September 17, from
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the church. We will begin the
evening with a short prayer service, followed by our
rehearsal and will conclude with some refreshments.

Children’s Choir (Children in Grades 2-8)
Our first rehearsal is Thursday, September 17, from
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. This week the time will be extend by
an extra half hour (to 6 p.m.) so we can enjoy a pizza
party after rehearsal.

For more information, please call our
Music Director, Carol Waterman, at 521- 7411.

I’M PRAYING YOU’LL PRAY!!!!

We are less than a month away from our date to spend
some quality time with our Lord praying for LIFE,
and I have only one Prayer Warrior who has reserved
a time slot. PLEASE! We need your help Prayer
Warriors!

St. Christopher Church will be participating in the
40 Days for Life Campaign again this year. Last year
we had tremendous support! During this 40 day
campaign, parishes will be engaging in Eucharistic
Adoration, as well as, prayerful vigil at the abortion
clinic in Hartford. This year we will be partnering
with Helpers of God’s Precious Infants to inspire folks
to be Prayer Warriors for this wonderful campaign to
support life at all stages. On Saturday, September 26,
2009, we are seeking at least two people to pray for
life in our church for each one hour time slot
beginning at 6:00 p.m. and concluding at 6:00 a.m. on
Sunday, September 27, 2009. We will complete the
campaign with 12 more hours of prayerful vigil next
to the abortion clinic in Hartford beginning on
Sunday, September 27, 2009 at 6:00 a.m. and
concluding at 6:00 p.m. Once again, we are seeking at
least 2 people for each one hour time slot. Please help
us bring our prayers for life to God in this special way.
Thank you! For more information or to reserve a time
slot please call Phil Gosselin at 568-5001 or by e-mail
at imgoose@comcast.net.

Peace, Phil Gosselin
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PLENARY INDULGENCE FOR
THE YEAR OF PRIESTS

Benedict XVI will grant priests and faithful Plenary
Indulgence for the occasion of the Year for Priests, which
began on June 19, 2009 and will run through June 19, 2010
and has been called in honor of St. Jean Marie Vianney.

The means to obtain the Plenary Indulgence are as follows:

(A) All truly penitent priests who, on any day, devotedly
pray Lauds or Vespers before the Blessed Sacrament
exposed to public adoration or in the tabernacle, and ... offer
themselves with a ready and generous heart for the
celebration of the Sacraments, especially the Sacrament of
Penance, will be granted Plenary Indulgence, which they
can also apply to their deceased confreres, if in accordance
with current norms they take Sacramental Confession and
the Eucharist and pray in accordance with the intentions of
the Supreme Pontiff. Priests are furthermore granted Partial
Indulgence, also applicable to deceased confreres, every
time they devotedly recite the prayers duly approved to lead
a saintly life and to carry out the duties entrusted to them.

(B) All truly penitent Christian faithful who, in church or
oratory, devotedly attend Holy Mass and offer prayers to
Jesus Christ, supreme and eternal Priest, for the priests of
the Church, or perform any good work to sanctify and
mould them to His Heart, are granted Plenary Indulgence,
on the condition that they have expiated their sins
through Sacramental Confession and prayed in
accordance with the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff.
This may be done on the opening and closing days of the
Year of Priests, on the 150th anniversary of the death of
St. Jean Marie Vianney, on the first Thursday of the
month, or on any other day established by the ordinaries
of particular places for the good of the faithful.

The elderly, the sick and all those who for any legitimate
reason are unable to leave their homes, may still obtain
Plenary Indulgence if, with the soul completely removed
from attachment to any form of sin and with the intention of
observing, as soon as they can, the usual three conditions,
"on the days concerned, they pray for the sanctification of
priests and offer their sickness and suffering to God through
Mary, Queen of the Apostles".

Partial Indulgence is offered to all faithful each time they
pray five Our Father, Ave Maria and Gloria Patri, or any
other duly approved prayer "in honor of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, to ask that priests maintain purity and sanctity of
life".

Y RCIA

Want to Become a Catholic
or Know Someone Who Does?

Want to Receive Communion
and Be Confirmed?

The Rite of Christian Initiation is for non-
Catholics (baptized or unbaptized) who
wish to become confirmed Catholics. It is
also for those who were baptized in the
Catholic Church who did not continue on
to First Communion or Confirmation.
Classes will begin later this month and will
be held here at St. Christopher’s. We will
meet until just after Easter. If RCIA is for
you or for someone you know, please
contact Deacon Bill at 633-8997.

A CUB SCOUT THANK YOU!!!
The boys from our Cub Scout Pack 161
wish to thank all of you who supported
their popcorn sale last weekend. They sold
over $400 worth of popcorn, and with
donations that were made, they will be able
to purchase a $25 popcorn package that
will be sent to those in the military on
behalf of St. Christopher’s.

Also, we congratulate Mike Bisson who
was the winner of the Fall Clean Up raftle.

CT CATHOLIC
MEN’S CONFERENCE

The 2nd annual conference will be held on
Saturday, October 3, at the Chevrolet
Theater (Oakdale) in Wallingford. It
promises to be even better than last year’s
smash hit! The day begins at 8:00 a.m.
with coffee and danish, includes lunch, and
ends with a Vigil Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Mansell. Cost is $30. You can
register online at www.ctcatholicmen.org
or by calling 203-710-0400.




Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 6, 2009

Page 4

Youth Ministry

CONFIRMATION MEETINGS
The following meetings will be held to discuss this
year’s Confirmation program. We are requiring
attendance at these meetings by all students and
at least one parent.

9th Grade Students & Parents
Tuesday - 9/15 - 7:00 p.m. - Church Hall

10th Grade Students & Parents
Wednesday - 9/16 - 7:00 p.m. - Church Hall

If your child has not yet registered for this year’s
Confirmation program, please send us an e-mail as
soon as possible to youthministry@stchris-eh.org
or call us at 895-8692.

— The Youth Ministry Team

THANK YOU!!
We’d like to extend our appreciation to Martha
Gaudreau who has been active in our Youth
Ministry program for over 10 years. Martha has
decided to devote more of her time to her
profession as a family counselor having recently
completed her Master’s Degree.

We’d like to thank her for her years of service and
for sharing her faith and love with our young
people and our parish family!

With deep appreciation,

Fr. Curran

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Volunteers from our parish school will resume
selling gift cards after all Masses beginning next
weekend, September 12 and 13. We wish to thank
all of you who continued to purchase gift cards
throughout the summer months. Your support of
our parish school is greatly appreciated! If you are
unfamiliar with this program and want to learn
more about how easy it is to help our parish
school, please see one of our volunteers after Mass
next weekend. Thanks!!

WOMEN’S RETREAT
Perhaps the fall is a better time for the women of the
parish to take time apart for themselves. Holy
Family Retreat Center, West Hartford, is setting
aside October 2-4, 2009 for a women's retreat. The
theme is "Be Not Afraid: Living in God's Care."

Fr. Cinquegrani, Retreat Director notes: "Fear is
mentioned 365 times in the Bible. Fears can run
deep in our lives and an cause us to doubt our
abilities, our gifts and even our faith. It is amazing
to realize the power we give to our fears - much
more so than we give to the sense of possibilities in
our lives. And because we are afraid that we might
not reach our potential, we can fail to love fully or
even at all. But the antidote to fear is hope, and that
is exactly what is offered through the message of
Christ in the Gospels."

This retreat will explore the fears we know we
possess and help reveal some we didn't even realize
were present in our lives. We will walk the journey
of hope with Christ and lead one another into the
realm of new possibilities through the faith we share
as authentic Christian women.

For more information or make a reservation you can
go online www.holyfamilyretreat.org or call
521-0440. Don't wait to be put on a waiting list.
Find a friend and plan to go. You'll be so glad you
did.

BUILDING & GROUNDS UPDATE
You may have noticed that some painting has been
done around here, especially the wood surrounding
the church windows and the front doors, as well the
doors at the rear of the church. This work is being
done as part of our ongoing need to maintain and
beautify our church building and to be good stewards
with the resources God has given us.

If you are interested in supporting our
efforts of making continued
improvements to our buildings and
grounds, please consider making a
donation for this purpose to
St. Christopher Church. Your donation
may be placed in the collection basket in a separate
envelope marked “Building & Grounds” Thank you!




