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Parish church & school of

SAINT CHRISTOPHER’S

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
(860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673

Tel:

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACONS
Deacon William Gilles (RCIA Director)
Deacon Edward Giard

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

OFFICE MANAGER
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and
Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 202-3692

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t.w/Deacon Bill Gilles 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

PRIESTHOOD -OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
761-7456 www.vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069
Jean Nowik — 568-8873

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 568-4638

PRAYER TREE

and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388
bcre3@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Toni Amberg—568-9069

PRO-LIFE MINISTRY
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396



St. Christopher Church ~ East Hartford, CT

Seventeenth Sunday

in
) N\wlf, Ordinary Time
A July 26, 2009

“The eyes of all look hopefully to you,
and you give them their food in due season.”

— Psalm 145:15

Mass SS=g for the
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Saturday, July 25 —4:30 p.m.
Mary & Fred LaFontaine
Thomas Cantone III (Family)

Sunday, July 26 — 8:00 a.m.
Lorraine Petruzzi
(Robert & Susan Falkevitz)

Sunday, July 26 — 10:30 a.m.
John Grogan—40th Anniversary
(Daughter)

Monday, July 27 — 7:30 a.m.
Timothy McCarthy (Family)

Tuesday, July 28 — 7:30 a.m.
William DurKkin
(Bob & Pat Crouse)

Wednesday, July 29 — 7:30 a.m.
Corinne Belanger Gagnon
(Jean-Luc & Laurette Belanger)

Thursday, July 30 — 7:30 a.m.
Grace Vigneau (Rose Yergeau)

Saturday, August 1 —4:30 p.m.
Jude Pomerleau—4th Anniversary (Family)

Sunday, August 2 — 8:00 a.m.
Vincent Baltas (Dorothy Turmel & Family)

Sunday, August 2 — 10:30 a.m.
Eleanor Spears—6th Anniversary (Family)

UNITED WAY DONATIONS :
Another Way to Help Our Parish Community!
Many of you participate in the United Way 1
campaign at your workplace. When you are :
asked to make a pledge to the United Way
through employee contributions, please consider |
making a contribution to our church and/or school !
through the Donor Choice program. Please use :
the appropriate designation code(s) when |
completing your paperwork. :
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Designation Codes

St. Christopher Church: #AG10062
St. Christopher School: #AG0953

For more information, please contact our parish
office at 568-5240.

OUR TITHING PARISH
Weekly Collection (July 19): $ 6,166
Same Sunday in 2008: $ 5,951

My personal thanks for your generous support
which is so essential for our parish!

With gratitude, Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesus in the Holy
Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of
Susan Stark Vincek—1st Anniversary
(Mom, Dad & Family)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for

In Loving Memory of
Sandra Leonard DeVivo
In Remembrance of Her Birthday
(Family)

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The next gathering of the members of the Adult
Social Club will be the annual summer picnic
which will be held this Monday, August 3, at
5:00 p.m. in the church hall. Hamburgers,
hotdogs, ice cream and beverages will be
provided.  All members should have been
contacted in order to coordinate the additional
food items needed for the picnic. Please call
Helen Little at 568-3080 with any questions.

Reminder: Non-perishable food donations will
be accepted at this picnic for the St. Christopher
Food Bank. Thank you!

WEEKLY MIRACLE
This week marks the beginning of a kind of
“liturgical detour.” We have been listening to
Saint Mark’s Gospel during this liturgical year
(Year B). Today we begin to hear a long section
from John’s Gospel, starting with the miracle of
the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. This
miracle story is a prelude to the Lord’s
statements that we will begin hearing in a few
weeks, where Jesus refers to himself as the
“bread of life.” Each week we witness a miracle
at Mass. We do not see a multiplication of loaves
before us. What our eyes of faith allow us to see
is the miracle of the transformation of common
elements—bread and wine—into the Lord’s
body and blood. Once we have received the
Lord, the multiplication begins, for in the
Eucharist we are strengthened to multiply our
efforts to feed the poor, shelter the homeless, and

bring comfort to the despairing.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

WE ARE
MEMBERS OF
CHRIST'S BODY

©1.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

IN
MEMORIAM

Please pray for:

Josephine Miele
(Mother of Anthony & Charleen Miele)

“NEW DAY” PROGRAM
A Journey from Grief to Healing
Grieving the loss of a loved one is one of the most
emotional and traumatic events we experience in
life. By finding healthy ways to manage and face
our grief, over time, we can accept the loss and
continue to live.

\ ‘ / “New Day” is a 9-week program for

\\ // those who have lost a loved one in

R~ = death. It is a time to come together
to pray, to understand the grieving
process and to experience the
support of a caring community.

The sessions will be held on Tuesday evenings
starting September 8 and will take place in the
Parish Center from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. For more
information and/or to register, please contact
Toni Amberg, our Bereavement Coordinator, at
568-9069.

St. Christopher Church Hall
Wednesday, August 19 Blood
1:30 — 7:00 p.m.

Drive

All eligible donors who present to donate at this
blood drive will receive a coupon for a free
carton of ice cream redeemable at any
participating Friendly’s restaurant. This offer is
made possible through the Sweet Summer
promotion sponsored by the American Red Cross
and Friendly’s Ice Cream.

Won’t you please call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to make
your appointment today?
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY af)

%: This weekend Bob and “\p

/o Charlotte Judd are celebrating
\'.\, their 65th Wedding
Q‘Q Anniversary. We join with = ?
") their family and friends in *
@9;3 offering our sincere i
(/%  congratulations along with our ..
C prayers for God’s blessing on R ' ‘\

them and their loved ones.

N |

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"Jesus then took the loaves of bread, gave thanks,
and passed them around to those reclining there;
he did the same with the dried fish, as much as
they wanted." (John 6:11)

The multiplication of the loaves and fishes
teaches a basic principle of stewardship. That is
that generosity travels in an ever-widening circle,
returning a hundredfold to those who give not
only of their surplus but also from their substance.

ARCHDIOCESAN BIBLICAL SCHOOL

Registration Deadline Coming Near!
Are you or is someone you know ready to explore
the Bible? Registrations for the fifteenth
anniversary class of the Archdiocesan Catholic
Biblical School are already coming in and will be
considered through August 15, 2009. Classes will
be held at locations around the diocese and both
in the evening and during the day.

Coming to know God’s Word in the Bible will
have a profound impact on your life and faith — at
least, that’s what participants have been telling us
for years, and what last October’s Vatican Synod
on the Word of God confirmed. For more
information about all that the Biblical School has
to offer, contact Barbara Jean Daly Horell at
cbs@orehartford.org or 243-9465, ext. 11.

[ EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT }
OUR PARISH SCHOOL

Gift Card Program

Gift cards are still available during the summer
months! Simply call Kathy Simeone by Sunday
evening to order your cards. Kathy’s phone
number is attached to the order form that is
available on the long tables at the main entrance
to the church. Thank you for continuing to
support our parish school during these summer
months!

Labels for Education™
This program is new to our parish school and it’s
a great way for our school to
get FREE merchandise. To ‘ “ | I I
meet our goals, we need to %ﬂ M
collect 4,000 points. —
Participating in the program is easy — simply save
proofs of purchase (the UPC and logo) from
participating Campbell products and place them
in the weekly offering baskets. Thank you!!

Box Tops for Education

Our school can earn up to $20,000 per year from
the Box Tops you clip! Please
look for products with the
official coupon, clip and place

in the weekly offering basket.
" Please Note: The official
coupon is the only part of the packaging that is
accepted. Thank you!!

--------------

Funding Factory Recycling

Students of our parish school have been earning
money by participating in the Funding Factory
Recycling Program. We collect empty laser and
inkjet cartridges and used cell phones from the
community and send them to the Funding Factory
in exchange for cash. All proceeds are used to
support our technology program. Please help us
by donating your used cartridges and cell phones.
A Dblue collection bin has been placed in the
church wing for your convenience. Thank you
for your support!
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OPERATION KID-TO-KID
Each year our Vacation Bible
Camp children participate in
Operation Kid-to-Kid by
supporting efforts that assist
children in need. This year the
participants are teaming up with East Hartford
Social Services Department to help children right
here in our own community. They are seeking
donations of nmew school supplies to help local
students start the new school year off on the right
foot. These supplies will be distributed by the
Social Service staff to pre-identified students
entering grades K-12 in the fall, whose families
are experiencing hard times. Especially needed
NEW __ supplies include: backpacks, spiral
notebooks, filler paper, highlighters, colored
pencils, markers, crayons, pens and erasers.
Donations are needed by August 2 and may be
left on the specially-marked bucket in the church
hall. We thank you for your support of Operation
Kid-to-Kid.

HOMESTAY FAMILY NEEDED
Parents interested in becoming a ‘“homestay
family” by sharing their home with an
international student from China or Korea who
will be attending East Catholic High School in the
fall 2009 are asked to contact the school office at
East Catholic. The students will be enrolled at
East for the full 2009-10 academic year. This is
not a short stay “exchange” program. If
interested, please contact the school’s Admissions
Office at 649-5336, ext. 238 for more information.

PRAYER TREE
NETWORK
Our Prayer Tree Network is
available to receive your prayer requests' All
prayer requests are handled with care and in a
confidential manner. Requests may be called in or

sent by e-mail to our Prayer Tree coordinator, Bev
Connors: 432-1530 or bere3@hotmail.com.

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

In today’s gospel a child shared his little lunch and
thousands were fed, proof that the smallest act of
sharing can have great significance. There are
people in our lives who are starving for attention,
understanding and affection. The gospel is clear:
when we share ourselves, miracles happen. Take
time to be miraculous.

SO YOU WANT TO BE A
GODPARENT OR
CONFIRMATION SPONSOR?

One of the most disappointing events that can
occur is when you have been asked to be a
godparent or a confirmation sponsor and you find
out that you are not eligible because you have not

received the sacrament of Confirmation.

If you are 18 years of age or older, a baptized
Catholic who has received your First Communion
but have not been confirmed, you can attend six
sessions of adult education classes and then
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on
Wednesday, October 28, 2009 at St. Thomas
Seminary Chapel in Bloomfield at 7:30 p.m. with
registration at 6:30 p.m.

Classes will be held at the Archdiocesan
Center at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield on
Tuesdays (9/15, 9/22, 9/29, 10/6, 10/13, 10/20)
from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. or on Thursdays (9/17, 9/24,
10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22) from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. at
St. Joan of Arc in Hamden.

There is a $15 book fee that is payable at the
time of registration.

If you are interested in registering for either of
these classes, you may call the parish office at
568-5240 to obtain the registration form.
Additional information can be found at
www.orehartford.org.

RS2 the gospel of your salvation, and have
| believed in him, were sealed with the
L promfsed Holy Spirit

Ephesians 113



