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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
(860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673

Tel:

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

OFFICE MANAGER
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and
Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 202-3692

SCHOOL'’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. with Deacon Bill Gilles
633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
(860) 761-7456
www.vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

COORDINATOR OF HOMEBOUND
MINISTRY

Barbara Casey — 568-4638
barbbern@earthlink.net

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY

Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388

bcrc3@hotmail.com

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001
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of Weekly Collection (March 15):  $ 6,180
Lent Same Sunday in 2008: $ 8,626

March 22, 2009

“God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world might be saved through
him.” (John 3:17)

Saturday, March 21 —4:30 p.m.
DinisLeonardo
(Wife & Family)

Sunday, March 22 — 8:00 am.
Gerry Martin - 7th Anniversary
(Wife Jan & Family)

Sunday, March 22 —10:30 am.
Helen Mintel
(Sally & Al Labieniec)

Monday, March 23 — 7:30 am.
Rev. William J. Hilliard

Tuesday, March 24 — 7:30 am.
Rev. Msgr. Robert D. Bergin

Wednesday, March 25 —7:30 am.
Maria Paster nak
(Family)

Thursday, March 26 —7:30 a.m.
Rev. John E. Rikteraitis

Saturday, March 28 —4:30 p.m.
Ann Curran
(Her Friendsin the Front Row)

Sunday, March 29 — 8:00 am.
Helen O. Cadorette
(Pamela Hatem)

Sunday, March 29 — 10:30 a.m.
Harriet Reynolds
(Sally & Al Labieniec)

* Palm Sunday 2008

Many thanks for all you do to support our
parish and its many ministries!

With gratitude, Fr. Curran

CONGRATULATIONSTO

STEVE KLEVA!

| am pleased to announce that Steve
Kleva, long-time St. Christopher
parishioner and parish trustee, has
been selected by Archbishop
Mansell to receive the St Joseph Meda of
Appreciation on Sunday, March 22, during a 3:00 p.m.
ceremony at the Cathedral of St. Joseph. No medal can
express adequately the church’s appreciation for
Steve's dedication on behalf of our parish. He has
shown great stewardship through his service as parish
trustee and member of the parish and finance councils,
as coordinator of our Counters ministry and through
his tireless work to improve and maintain our parish
building and grounds. Thanks go as well to Steve's
wife Sue who has so generously shared Steve with our
parish family.

With agrateful heart, Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesusin the Holy
Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of
Edwin G. and Edwin J. Jones
and Donald J. Forte
(Their Family - Lillian Jones & Janette Forte)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for

Members of Our Altar Committee

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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For those of you who know Margaret Bennett, you know
that she is a most caring, loving and giving person. She
never thinks of herself but always of others first. Some of
you know her as the woman who decorates the church
with flowers, others know her as the rectory cook, and
others still as a great friend. | see her as a wonderful
mother and grandmother. Whatever way you think of her,
it is aways with thoughtfulness. Even now, though she
sits in a hospital room, she shows only good faith and a
positive attitude, and she reminds us when we visit that we
should always be thankful for what God has given us. For
her, | am writing this to St. Christopher Parish, and to all
who have been so very thoughtful. My mother wrote a
poem some time ago, and | thought | would share it with
you, because in this poem, it says how we feel.

Thank you again for everything. God bless.

The Bennett and Hall Families:
Michael, Matthew, Elizabeth, Theresa, Christina,
Benjamin, Emily and Amy

To The Unknown Gifter

Although | know not who you are
God knows you by your name.
Y ou gave to me with open hands
| pray for you He does the same.

| pray to thank God everyday
For what you’ ve done for me
And God, He then fills in the blank
And puts your name where it should be.

For so unselfishly you shared
With so much love you have cared.
And | know that He can see
That you have done this all for me,

Someone
such
as
me.

So now what | can do for you
Is remember you in prayer
That God will always keep you
In Hisloving care.

Although | know not who you are
God knows you by your name.

(MCB-2000)

ARCHBISHOP'SANNUAL APPEAL
The theme of this year's Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal, People of Hope Giving in Faith, calls us to
join together as one Catholic family to help thosein
need amongst us. The Annual Appeal is one way to
share our blessings with our neighbors and express
thanks for the blessings with which God has graced
us. Pray for its success and let us remember God's
love for us, and the grace of sharing that which we
have with others.

EVENING OF PRAYER

Tuesday ~ March 31 ~ 7:00 p.m.
Credo Catholic Singles continues their monthly
gathering of prayer in the Community Room at our
Parish Center. This is an evening of prayer,
reflection and conversation led by Credo member
Andrea M. who has an MA in Spirituality and is a
Spiritual Director trained through the Mercy Center.
All are welcome. No RSVP necessary. Come and
deepen your faith and experience of God in a safe,
supporting group.

PLEASE JOIN US!

HomeFront is a one day project of neighbor helping
neighbor that links St. Christopher Church with
AmeriCares to create a little miracle for an East
Hartford neighbor in need. It will take place on
Saturday, May 2, 20009.

The scope of work that we hope to achieve in this
one day repair blitz is as follows: to repair and paint
the exterior of her home, repair her front and back
cement steps and extend the hand railings for safety,
replace her bathroom sink and toilet, replace a
number of light fixtures and GFI's, replace her
kitchen faucet and perform some outdoor cleanup,
such as raking, pruning trees and maybe plant some
flowersif we can get some donated, and maybe some
other miscellaneous tasks depending on the size and
configuration of our crew.

Plea for specific skillss We are asking any
parishioner who is amason, a professional painter, or
an electrician to please give me acall. Thank you!

For more information or to volunteer, please call me
at 568-5001.

— Phil Gosselin

HomeFront Volunteer Coordinator
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EASTER FOOD BASKETS
With daily requests and the
upcoming delivery of Easter
food baskets, our food bank is
in need of many items. We are

in need of:
Cereal Canned Vegetables
Soups Gravy
TunaFish Canned Fruit
Spaghetti Sauce Instant Potatoes
Frosting HAMS
TURKEYS

Donations of non-perishable foods may be left
in the area of our church below our statue of
Mary. To donate a ham or turkey, please call
Dick and Eleanor Domler at 569-7396 for pick
up. The Easter food baskets will be delivered on
Thursday, April 9.

ST.CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL’S
At TheHop!!
10th Annual Auction Fundraiser
Featuring WTIC’' s Ray Dunaway as Guest Auctioneer

Saturday ~March 28 ~5:30 p.m.
St. Christopher School Gym

$25 per person or $45 per couple
(must be 21 and older)

Admission includes delicious food, an open bar and a
guaranteed good time!! To make your reservation,

please call Bridget Cooke at 202-3692.

LIVING STATIONS

Our Living Stations will be

presented on Good Friday, April 10

a 7:30 p.m. in the Church. We

have been blessed with some

wonderful people who have helped

make this an inspirationa event in the past. We're
inviting you to become a part of the Living Stations
of the Cross. What a great way to share your time
and talents this Lent. If you would like to participate
in this spirit-filled dramatization, please contact
either Phil Gosselin at 568-5001 or Sandy Bonfiglio
at 659-3099.

“Soup and Stations’ ...asharing of simple soup
and bread (with conversation and sharing with
fellow parishioners) at 5:30 p.m. followed by
Stations of the Cross beginning at 6:30 p.m..
This will take place on the following Wednesday
evenings during the season: March 4, 11, 18, 25
and April 1. Children from our parish school and
religious education program will

lead us once again in the Stations.

So...dig out your favorite soup

recipes and mark your calendars to

keep Wednesday evenings free.

"Be church" with us and get to

know the people in your church family.
Volunteers will be needed to prepare soup
and/or bread for each Wednesday. If you are
interested in helping out, please call the parish
office at 568-5240 and indicate on which date
you are willing to help and whether you will be
providing soup or bread. Soup and bread are all
we will need. No desserts please.

Way of the Cross booklets will be available at
the church entrances during the Lenten season for
our parishioners who wish to reflect on the Stations
of the Cross in our church at a time more
convenient to them. We do ask that these booklets
remain in the church. Thank you.

Penance Service..Monday, March 30 at
7:00p.m. Thisis a great opportunity for you and
your family to prepare for Easter by receiving
Christ's healing power in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Daily Mass...will be celebrated Monday through
Friday at 7:.30 am. This is a great way to draw
closer to our Eucharistic Lord. Come, join us!

Living Stations..will be presented on Good
Friday, April 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church. (Please
see the article to the left to find out how you can be
involved in thisyear’s Living Stations.)
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Please pray for:

Walter Cutler
(Brother of Veronica Vance)

WALKING CLUB

Now that Spring is here, we invite you to join
St. Christopher’s Walking Club. Our club meets
every Monday and Thursday morning at 9:30 am.
at the Great River Park in East Hartford for a nice
stroll aong the Connecticut River. If you would
like more information, please call Jeanne Sciarra at
568-3609.

GIRL SCOUT COOKIES
A Girl Scout troop comprised of several young
girls from our parish school will be selling boxes
of Girl Scout cookies after the 10:30 Mass next
weekend in the church hall. The girls would really
appreciate your support. Thanks!!

CHILDREN'SLITURGY
The next monthly Children’s Liturgy
will be celebrated next Sunday,
Mar. 29 at 10:30 am. All areinvited!
Hospitality will follow in the church hall. Anyone
who wishes to provide a baked good is asked to
leave their donation in the hall prior to Mass.

THE WOMEN’'SAUXILIARY

of St. FrancisHospital & Medical Center
2009 is our 83rd Anniversary and we just made a
$5 million pledge to the hospital! Help Us Help
Saint Francis by becoming a part of our proud
tradition. Our annual membership drive begins
March 2 and runs through April 17. If you would
like to learn more about becoming a member of
the Women's Auxiliary, please call Jo Picone, a
parishioner and a community ambassador, at 568-
6925 or the Women’s Auxiliary at 714-4558. Y ou
may also visit www.saintfranciscare.com. Locate
the link labeled *“Volunteering/Women’s
Auxiliary” on the |eft sidebar.

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday ~April 5~11:30 am.

St. Christopher School invites you to attend our
Open House for prospective families of
Pre-Kindergarten to Grade Eight students on
Sunday, April 5. It is a special session taking
place after our 10:30 am. Mass. There will be
donuts, coffee and juice for everyone.

Come and learn about our program of excellence
and meet some of the staff, students, and parents.
St. Christopher School provides a value-oriented
education in a safe and comfortable environment.
L earn more about our:

- Religious Education Program

- Full-Day Kindergarten

- Strong Academic Program

- Caring faculty & staff

- World Language & Algebra

- Instruction in Art & Music

- State of the Art Computer Classes for all grades
- Physical education & sports program

- Extracurricular activities

- After-School Program

On average, St. Chris students test more than one
year above grade level on the IOWA standardized
test. Graduates leave prepared to excel in higher
education. St. Christopher School is accredited by
the New England Association of Schools and
Colleges. Applications are now available for Fall
Enrollment. We hope to see you there!

If you have any additional questions, please call us
at 568-4100. If you are unable to attend, feel free
to call us for an appointment to come and visit the
school. You can aso visit our website at
www.saintchristopherschool.org.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM

The support of this program by our parishioners has
been wonderful, and we are most grateful to you!!
Gift cards are available for purchase every weekend
after every Mass. Cards are available for your use
for hundreds of major retailers and restaurants, and
they make perfect gifts. Please see our school
volunteers after Mass for more information or call
Tracy at 568-0464. Thank you!!



