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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASS'T.
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and
Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 202-3692

SCHOOL'’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. with Deacon Bill Gilles
633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
(860) 761-7456
www.vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

COORDINATOR OF HOMEBOUND
MINISTRY

Barbara Casey — 568-4638
barbbern@earthlink.net

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388
bcrc2@hotmail.com

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001
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“[The LorD] tells the number of the stars
and calls them by name.”

—Psam 147:4

Mass  E8Sig for the
Intentions ¥

Saturday, February 7 —4:30 p.m.
Paul E. Franklin
(Wife Claire)

Sunday, February 8 —8:00 am.
Donatila Morote
(The Stebbins Family)

Sunday, February 8 —10:30 a.m.
Helen Mintel
(Jackie & Donald Luizz)

Monday, February 9 —7:30 am.
Helen Kosiorek Kronen - 23rd Anniversary
and Stanley W. Kronen
(Son Joe & Carolyn Kronen)

Tuesday, February 10— 7:30 am.
Jack Lynam (Dave & Chickie Amberg)

Wednesday, February 11 —7:30 am.
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire)

Thursday, February 12 —7:30 am.
John & LouiseOlinatz
(Children)

Saturday, February 14 —4:30 p.m.
Stella Dylag Dziedzic (Jean Nowik)

Sunday, February 15 —8:00 am.
Peter Sauve & Pauline & Joseph Sauve
(Celine Sauve)

Sunday, February 15 —10:30 am.
Ann & Donald Sheldon
(Family)

My sincere thanks for all you do to make
our parish a place where Christ is
encountered and where His joy and life are
shared with and for others!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"Praise the Lord, for God is good; sing praise to
our God, for the Lord isgracious.” (Psalm 147:1)

In thinking about stewardship, it is easy to forget
the motive for giving by focusing on the activity of
giving. The most important motive for giving isthe
recognition that God is good and gracious. Giving
should always be in thanksgiving. The Scriptures
remind us that God loves a cheerful giver, not a
grouchy one.

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesusin the Holy
Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of
Lucille LaBonte Serruto
(Husband and Family)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for

In Celebration of the Gift
of Consecrated Lifein the Church

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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PARISHIONER IN NEED
A 'heart themed' bake sale will take place after all
Masses this weekend in the Church hall. Proceeds
to benefit Margaret Bennett and her family. Please
stop by and select an early Valentine treat.

With 'heart-felt' thanks!

Roke Sale —The PIN Committee

Please note: The specialy
marked envelopes at the
entrances of the church
may be used to support the
work of our PIN Ministry. These envelopes may
be placed in the regular collection basket at any
time. Thank youl!

WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
This Sunday we celebrate World Day for
Consecrated Life. We recognize and give thanks
for those who have consecrated their lives to God
and the Church. The consecrated
life is one way that men and
women live out their baptismal
commitment  continually  as
followers of Jesus.

THANKSTO OUR
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We extend our thanks and appreciation to the
members of our Prayer Shawl Ministry who create
beautifully handmade blankets for our newly
baptized children and who create magnificent
shawls for our sick and homebound.

The shawls are created in the atmosphere of prayer
as gifts from and to members of our faith
community as prayers themselves, prayers of love,
hope, support and grace.

Many thanks for the members of this important
ministry and for all involved in our ministries here
at St. Christopher’s which bring Christ to us, to
one another and to our world!

—Fr. Curran

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Confirmation classes for adults aged 18 or older,
baptized Catholic and have made ther First
Communion, will be held at the Archdiocesan Center
at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield. The classes
will meet from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. on the following six
Tuesdays: March 31, April 7, 14, 28, May 5, 12.
Preparation classes will also be held at St. Joan of
Arc in Hamden at the same time on the following
Thursday nights, April 2, 16, 23, 30 and May 7 and
14.

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be
celebrated at the Cathedral of St. Joseph on Tuesday,
May 19, 2009 at 7:30 p.m., with registration/
rehearsal beginning that evening at 6:30 p.m.

If you are interested in participating in either of
these classes, please call the parish office at
568-5240 or go to www.orehartford.org to obtain an
information sheet that must be sent in prior to the
first day of class. Thereisa$15 fee to cover the cost
of the books.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
If you know of a parishioner who is hospitalized,
recovering at home or is homebound and would like
a visit from a member of our pastoral team, please
cal Barbara Casey at 568-4638 or at
barbbern@earthlink.net.

BEGINNING AGAIN
If I were to begin life again, | would want it as it
was. | would only open my eyes a little more.

—Jules Renard

2009 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
are dtill available!!'!

Our Youth Ministry office has several Entertainment
Books dtill available. Most offers in these books are
good through the end of October, so there is still
plenty of time to save at many area restaurants and
retailers! In the present economy, who couldn’t use
an extra coupon to save a dollar or even twenty? All
profits benefit our Y outh Ministry program. Purchase
one today - for yourself or as a gift. Please come to
the Parish Office during normal business hours or call
the office at 568-5240.



Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 8, 2009

Page 3

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLESEVENTS!

St. Valentine' s Potluck Dinner
Saturday ~ February 14
St. Christopher Church

Catholic singles of all ages are invited to
participate in Credo events. Our next event is a
St. Vaentine's Potluck Dinner.  We will join
together to celebrate the 4:30 p.m. Mass here at
St. Christopher’s and a social hour will follow at
5:30 p.m. The potluck dinner begins at 6:30 p.m.
The evening will include time to socialize, share a
meal and listen to music as we remember St.
Valentine. Please bring your favorite dish: A-H
Main Dish, I-R Side Dish, S-Z dessert with a
Vaentine theme. $5.00 donation includes a free
raffle ticket with a chance to win some great
prizes. For more information, please call Harriet
at 203-248-3184.

Evening of Prayer
Tuesday ~ February 24 ~ 7:00 p.m.

Credo Catholic Singles continues their monthly
gathering of prayer in the Community Room at our
Parish Center. This is an evening of prayer,
reflection and conversation led by Credo member
Andrea M. who has an MA in Spirituality and is a
Spiritual Director trained through the Mercy
Center. All are welcome. No RSVP necessary.
Come and deepen your faith and experience of
God in a safe, supporting group.

We are passing along these facts about Catholic
Credo Singles in the hopes you may feel
welcomed to join us.

What is Credo? A community of single, widowed and
divorced Catholics from throughout the
Archdiocese of Hartford.

What does the group do? Offers activities involving
stewardship, community service, socializing.

Are there dues? No, just the out of pocket expenses
for the activities people want to do.

How do | join? Just come to any event.

Where can | find out more? Check out the website
www.credocath.com or drop a line to CREDO, P.O.
Box 1236, Glastonbury CT 06033.

EASY WAYSTO SUPPORT
OUR PARISH SCHOOL

Gift Card Program

The support of this program by our parishioners has
been wonderful, and we are most grateful to you!!
Gift cards are available for purchase every weekend
after every Mass. Cards are available for your use
for hundreds of major retailers and restaurants, and
they make perfect gifts. Please see our school
volunteers after Mass for more information or call
Tracy at 568-0464. Thank you!!

L abelsfor Education™
This program is new to our parish school and it's a
great way for our school to get FREE merchandise.
To meet our goals, we need to collect 4,000 points.

Participating in the program is
easy — simply save proofs of
purchase (the UPC and logo) W“wwm
from participating Campbell 51000 00000 '+
products and place them in the
weekly offering baskets. Thank you!!

Box Topsfor Education
Our school can earn up to $20,000 per year from
the Box Tops you clip! Please look for products
with the official coupon, clip and place in the
p o oremgme -0 weekly offering basket. Please
' Note: The official coupon isthe

I
1 I
| I
| Pl | only part of the packaging that is
| 1« #! accepted. Thank you!!

o

Funding Factory Recycling

Students of our parish school have been earning
money by participating in the Funding Factory
Recycling Program. We collect empty laser and
inkjet cartridges and used cell phones from the
community and send them to the Funding Factory
in exchange for cash. All proceeds are used to
support our technology program. Please help us by
donating your used cartridges and cell phones. A
blue collection bin has been placed in the church
wing for your convenience. Thank you for your
support!
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| Sympatiy

Please pray for:
Elizabeth Anderson
Antoinette Carrabino
Paul Costello
Doris Galvin

TIRELESSDISCIPLESHIP

The Gospel of Mark, unlike those of Matthew and
Luke, has no infancy narrative, nor does it have a
lengthy prologue to introduce it, as John's Gospel
does. In Mark’s account, one could say, Jesus hits
the ground running. The stories we've been
hearing these weeks come from the very first
chapter of Mark, and they show us the public
ministry of Jesus in its infancy. Today’s account
shows some of the strain or adjustment of his new
life of preaching the reign of God, healing the sick,
and casting out demons. Notice that after sunset,
when darkness ended the workday, people brought
the sick and possessed to Jesus. The following day
he rose before dawn to get away by himself to
pray, but to no avail. Simon Peter and the others
don't just look for him, they pursue him, filled
with the fervor that his ministry has incited. With
the self-sacrificing example he gave until the end
of his earthly life, he tells his followers that thisis
his whole purpose. Through Mark, he is also
telling the early church, and he is telling us, that
this is our purpose, our vocation: to be tireless in
our pursuit of proclaiming the Good News, and in
bringing the healing, reconciling touch of Christ to
theworld.  Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Our Parish is growing! We welcome
into our Christian community through
the holy waters of baptism:

Dean Anthony C. Grano

Bapfism Sebastian Algjandro Grano
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CATHOLIC BOOK

STORE
The Catholic Book Store
will be arriving on the weekend of Feb. 21/22.
There will be spiritual books (on every topic),
religious gifts for all occasions, crucifixes,
Rosaries, medals, CD's and DVD’s,
children’s books and seasonal items.

Don't miss this opportunity!!

Bring this ad to the Bookmobile and
receive a 20% discount on any item of
your choice. Please, one coupon per person.

‘.IIIIII.IlIIll.ll.l.lI.l.'l'....l.ll.l.."l

NATIONAL MARRIAGE WEEK
National Marriage Week is February 7-14. This
year's theme is “Celebrating Commitment,”
focusing on the way that many couples see
marriage, and the need for society at large to
continue to celebrate the stability that married
families bring to society. Here are some ways
each of us can help to celebrate this week.

- Pray for married couples you know, especialy
those facing challenges.

- Thank a couple whose marriage has touched
your life.

- Offer to baby-sit for a couple you know so they
can spend a few hours together.

- Visit www.foryourmarriage.org — an initiative of
the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishop's.

If married, pray with and for your spouse and
for your marriage.

(I) Margaret Repass
and
Robert Spak



