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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASS'T.
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and
Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Messier-Cooke — 202-3692

SCHOOL'’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. with Deacon Bill Gilles
633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
(860) 761-7456
www.vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

COORDINATOR OF HOMEBOUND
MINISTRY

Barbara Casey — 568-4638
barbbern@earthlink.net

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388
bcrc2@hotmail.com

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001
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“Come, let us bow down in worship;
let us knedl before the LORD who made us.”

—Psalm 95:6

Mass  E8Sig for the
Intentions ¥

Saturday, January 31 —4:30 p.m.
William Wade
(Wife Bonnie)

Sunday, February 1 —8:00 am.
Durward Willis- 4th Anniversary
(Wife)

Sunday, February 1 —10:30 am.
Harriet Reynolds
(Barb & Howard Wilmes)

Monday, February 2 —7:30 am.
Michael Lamb
(John & Moira Traynor)

Tuesday, February 3—7:30 am.
Helen Mintel
(Dave & Chickie Amberg)

Wednesday, February 4 —7:30 am.
Mark Tardiff
(Family)

Thursday, February 5 —7:30 am.
Helen Peruccio
(Anne)

Saturday, February 7 — 4:30 p.m.
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire)

Sunday, February 8 —8:00 am.
Donatila Morote (The Sebbins Family)

Sunday, February 8 —10:30 a.m.
Helen Mintel
(Jackie & Donald Luizz)

Catholic High Schools Collection: $ 1,351

My persona thanks for your generous
support of our parish. By sharing your time,
talent and treasure, you enable us to further
the mission of bringing Christ to our
families, our young people, our community
and our world!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"The people were spellbound by his teaching
because he taught with authority and not like the
Scribes' (Mark 1, 22)

Listening to the authority of Jesus' teachings helps
us not to be confused by the perceived ‘wisdom' of
the world that focuses only on self. The authority
of asteward isto think of others.

SANCTUARY LAMPS

The lamps beside our tabernacles remind

us of the real presence of Jesusin the Holy
Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of
Harriet Reynolds
In Remembrance of Her Birthday
(Sister, Bev Connors)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for
Spiritual Growth of Our Ministries

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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BLESSING OF THROATS

In honor of the Feast of St. Blaise
which is February 3, the blessing of
throats will be offered after al Masses

thisweekend. Itisaspecia blessingin
which the faithful invoke the saint’s intercession,
asking him to protect them from ailments of the
throat and every other illness. Anyone interested in
receiving this blessing will be asked to come forth at
the end of Mass.

TRUE PROPHETS
In Deuteronomy today we hear that God's very
words will fill the mouth of a true prophet, but a
false prophet will, in a manner of speaking, put mere
mortal words into God's mouth. In Mark’s Gospel,
we see Jesus teaching and healing as a true prophet,
one filled with the authority of God’s own voice, the
Holy One of God. There are, no doubt, both false
and true prophets around us today. The whole
history of our church is filled with both. Some false
prophets were extremely popular and quite well-
versed in scripture, and even held positions of church
authority. But in today’s Gospel we learn that Jesus
fame spread because he taught with authority; he
wasn't an authority because he was popular or
famous. Elsewhere, we also learn from him, in his
desert temptation confrontations with Satan, that
anyone can quote scripture, even against God's
purposes. Today we hear that his authority was not
like that of the scribes, who held the officia
positions of religious authority in his day. Our work
is to do our best to discern the true prophets in our
midst, and to be
true prophets as
well. The psalmist
tells us how to do
this: by not
hardening our
hearts when God
speaks. If we truly
listen to God, it will
be Gods very
words filling our If

mouths. today you I harden not

9,
hecrvfi‘:: $ Il your hearts

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

ST.CHRISTOPHER’'SPRAYER TREE
Our members take their responsibilities very
serioudly! Fran Tebecio has been a member of our
prayer tree for aimost ten years. Fran not only
prays for the intentions she most recently received,
she also includes special prayers for those who
have been on our prayer tree, but who have passed
away; for those who
have been on our
prayer tree and have
been healed, and for
those who request the | =
intentions that are
being prayed for.
Hereis a picture of the
intentions that are
lovingly cared for by
Fran. If you have a prayer intention that you'd
like Fran and other members of our prayer tree to
pray for, please contact Bev Connors at 432-1530
or at bcrc2@hotmail.com.

10th ANNUAL
CATHOLIC AWARENESS DAY
Monday ~ February 9, 2009
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
State Capitol ~ Hartford

This is the day to learn and understand the
Catholic viewpoint on important issues facing our
State, learn about the legidlative process and plan
to meet with your State legidators. Attend one or
more of the following workshops:

Immigration

Life Issues

Health Care Reform
Parochia School Challenges

Want to meet your legislator? Plan ahead and
make an appointment!

Senate Democrats: 1-800-842-1420
Senate Republicans: 1-800-842-1421
House Democrats: 1-800-842-1902
House Republicans:1-800-842-1423

For more information, contact the Connecticut
Catholic Conference at 860-524-7882 or visit their
website at: www.ctcatholic.org.
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PARISHIONER IN NEED

Please plan ahead for Vaentines Day by
supporting our “heart themed” bake sale which
will take place next weekend after all Masses.
Proceeds will benefit Margaret Bennett and her
family. Come and support
this sale. Baked items are
Roke Sole welcome. For additional
& information, please call
Maria at 895-8692 (days)
or Toni a 569-7593

(evenings).

Thank you (from the bottom of our hearts!)
—The PIN Committee

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

Periodically, the Church sets aside an entire year
to encourage all of us to focus on some particular
and important aspect of our Faith. Thisyear, from
June 28, 2008 to June 29, 2009, we are given an
opportunity to honor one of the great saints and
founders of the early Church — the Apostle Paul —
as we commemorate the 2,000th anniversary of his
birth. In recognition of this Year of St. Paul, we
have added a portrait of the Apostle Paul in our
sanctuary where it will remain through June 20009.
When we view this portrait, let it remind us of the
following words spoken by Pope Benedict XVI:

“From [S. Paul] we draw a very important
lesson: what counts is to place Jesus Christ at the
center of our lives, so that our identity is marked
essentially by the encounter, by communion with

Christ and with his Word.” (Pope Benedict XVI, The
Apostles)

Did You Know? '2'?

During 2008, your donations to the South
Congregational/St. Christopher Church Food Bank
helped to provide 5,418 meals to 602 individuals
from the day-to-day operation of the Food Bank. An
additional 5,050 meals were provided to those in
need during the holidays (Easter, Thanksgiving &
Christmas). We thank you for your support!

the original
TICKETS

OEY@ ARE STILL
MARIA’ Q' AVAILABLE!!

Comedy Italian Wedding®

St. Christopher School presents the origina Joey
& Maria’'s Comedy Italian Wedding being held on
Friday, February 6 at 6:30 p.m. at Maneeley’s
Banquet in South Windsor. The cost is $50.00 per
person and includes a full dinner and the hilarious
show. To order tickets for this event, please call
Cynnamon Hebert at 568-7501.

GIFT CARD PROGRAM
This is a reminder that volunteers from our parish
school are available in our church hall every
weekend, after every Mass for those who wish to
purchase gift cards. To learn more about how you
can help support our parish school, please visit our
school’ s volunteers.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
The Adult Social Club will be meeting this
Monday, February 2 a 1:00 p.m. in the Church
Hall for a socia hour with refreshments. If you
have any questions, please cal Helen Little at
568-3080.

Reminder: Donations of non-perishable food
items will be collected at this meeting for the Food
Bank.

CATHOLIC BOOK STORE

The Catholic Book Store will be visiting our parish
the weekend of February 21 and 22 with their
large inventory of products. This is a great
opportunity to purchase books or others items for
Lent and Easter. New this year...the Catholic
Book Store is offering a 20% off coupon. Watch
for it to be published beginning in next weekend's
bulletin. Please plan to stop by our church hall
before or after all Masses that weekend.
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Attn: 10th Grade Confirmation Students

A mandatory meeting is being held for al 10th
Grade Confirmation Students. (Students only are
required to attend.) Please plan to meet in the
Community Room at the Parish Center next Sunday,
February 8, at 7:00 p.m.

2009 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
are still available!!'!

Our Youth Ministry office has several Entertainment
Books still available. Most offers in these books are
good through the end of October, so there is till
plenty of time to save at many area restaurants and
retailers! In the present economy, who couldn’t use
an extra coupon to save a dollar or even twenty?!
All profits benefit our Youth Ministry program.
Purchase one today - for yourself or as a gift. Please
come to the Parish Office during normal business
hours or cal the office at 568-5240.

MEN'SRETREAT

Over 20 men from our parish attended the weekend
retreat at Holy Family Retreat Center a few
weekends ago. We were thrilled to have severa
young men in high school and college join the rest of
us "old" people. The "We Are Called" retreat theme
was excellent. | am also happy to report their
famous meatballs were on the menu again! It is a
wonderful opportunity to spend some quality time
with God and other men of faith in our community.
Please plan on joining us on retreat in January 2010.

Peace
Phil Gosselin

Please pray for:
Doris Collins
Julien Pelletier
Barbara Taylor

FIGHT FOCA POSTCARD CAMPAIGN
Next weekend our parish will join Catholics across
the country in sending a message to Congress:
Please oppose the “Freedom of Choice
Act” (FOCA) and retain laws against government
funding and promotion of abortion. You will have
the opportunity to sign postcards to your
U.S. Representative and two U.S. Senators. An
educationa flier entitted “FOCA: A Radica
Threat to Human Life” has been inserted in this
weekend's bulletin. This piece contains a brief
statement on the threat FOCA represents and lists
in concise form actions a person can take. We
encourage you to take the time to read this insert
and to plan to participate in this important event
next weekend.

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLESEVENT!

St. Valentine s Potluck Dinner
Saturday ~ February 14
St. Christopher Church

Catholic singles of all ages are invited to
participate in Credo events. Our next event is a
St. Vaentine's Potluck Dinner.  We will join
together to celebrate the 4:30 p.m. Mass here at
St. Christopher’s and a social hour will follow at
5:30 p.m. The potluck dinner begins at 6:30 p.m.
The evening will include time to socialize, share a
meal and listen to music as we remember St.
Valentine. Please bring your favorite dish: A-H
Main Dish, I-R Side Dish, S-Z dessert with a
Valentine theme. $5.00 donation includes a free
raffle ticket with a chance to win some great
prizes. For more information, please call Harriet
at 203-248-3184.



