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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
(860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673

Tel:

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASS'T.
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692
E-mail: religioused@stchris-eh.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and
Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo — 214-3500

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Cooke — 202-3692

SCHOOL'’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

BAPTISMS / PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By app’t. with Deacon Bill Gilles-633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

PRIESTHOOD-OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
(860) 286-7670 / vocationshartford.org

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

COORDINATOR OF HOMEBOUND
MINISTRY
Barbara Casey — 568-4638

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388
bcrc2@hotmail.com

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001
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TheHoly Family
of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph

December 28, 2008

“My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the sight of all the peoples.”

— Luke 2:30-31

Saturday, December 27 —4:30 p.m.
Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)

Sunday, December 28 — 8:00 am.
Santo Pappalardo
(Family)

Sunday, December 28 — 10:30 am.
Ann Sheldon - 1st Anniversary
and Donald Sheldon
(Family)

Monday, December 29 — 7:30 am.
Harriet Reynolds
(S. Christopher’s Adult Social Club)

Tuesday, December 30 — 7:30 a.m.
Claire Newhouse (Rose Yergeau)

Wednesday, December 31 —7:30 aam.
Lucille Serruto
(S. Christopher’s Adult Social Club)

Saturday, January 3 —4:30 p.m.
Roger Yergeau (Wife & Family)

Sunday, January 4 — 8:00 a.m.
Claire Newhouse (Doris Bristol)

Sunday, January 4 —10:30 a.m.
Nancy King Fiorey

(The Fleming, McMahon, Picard
& Walsh Families)

OUR TITHING PARISH
Due to the deadline imposed by our bulletin
publisher for this weekend’ s bulletin, we are unable
to provide a full recap of the offerings from last
weekend' s Masses and the Christmas Masses. We
will provide this information in next weekend's
bulletin.

Thank you for your continued support of our
parish!
aBlessed New Y ear,

Fr. Curran

FEAST OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,
MOTHER OF GOD
Thursday, January 1, is the Feast of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of
God, aHoly Day of Obligation. We
will offer the following Masses for

the Holy Day:

Wednesday, December 31: 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 1: 10:00 am.

SANCTUARY LAMPS
The lamps beside our tabernacles remind
us of the real presence of Jesusin the Holy
Eucharist.

The candle in the church burns this week
In Loving Memory of
John A. Telesmanick and John R. Nixon
(Wife & Grandmother)
The candle in the chapel burns this week for
World Peace

For information about scheduling a dedication,
please call the parish office at 568-5240.

Please pray for:
Frank Satin
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Our parish office will be operating on a reduced
schedule this coming week. The scheduleis:

Monday, December 29: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 30: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 31: 8:30 am. - 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 1: Closed

Friday, January 2: 9:00 am. - 12:00 noon

(This schedule is subject to change in the event of
inclement weather.)

WE ARE GOD’'SHOLY FAMILY

The scriptures of Israel are filled with many stories
of barren couples who were miraculously granted
the gift of children by God. Surely the best known
among these is the first reading from today, from
which Luke took inspiration when he recounted the
miraculous birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah
and Elizabeth, and the more miraculous birth of
Jesus to Mary and Joseph. In each instance, we are
given examples or role models of those who trusted
in God. More than examples of those who trust,
they are models of self-surrender. They abandoned
their own presuppositions and prejudices about the
workings of the world and turned their lives over to
belief in a God who can make life grow where none
ought to; a God who can turn death around into a
new and unimagined life; a God who can, today,
take a tiny child of humble parents in an
insignificant town and make him into alight for all
the world. This is what we, as God's holy family,
are called to do each day: to trust not in ourselves
and the way we think things should be, but to open
ourselves and surrender ourselves in faith to a God
of endless promise. © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

CREDO PLANNING MEETING

Credo Catholic Singles will hold a planning meeting
on Sunday, January 4 in St. Christopher’s church
hall following the 10:30 am. Mass. Single persons
of al ages are invited to become a member of Credo
and to attend this planning meeting. For more
information about Credo Catholic Singles, please
visit www.credocath.com or you can cal Rose
Smedley at 860-229-4405.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
The Adult Social Club will be meeting on Monday,
January 5 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Hall. Our guest
will be Meody Curry, Mayor of East Hartford.
Refreshments will be served. Dues of $10.00 per
person will be collected at this meeting. If you have
any questions, please call Helen Little at 568-3080.

2009 CALENDARS
We are grateful to the Callahan, Newkirk & Whitney
Funeral Home for supplying us with calendars for
the year 2009. They can be found on the tables at
the entrances to the church.

PLEASE!

HomeFront is a one day project of neighbor helping
neighbor. It will be held on Saturday, May 2, 2009.
It is a great opportunity to help make a home safe,
warm and dry for amember of our community that is
physically and/or financially unable to. We need one
more tradesperson to step forward to join our
leadership team. Please, if you are a carpenter, a
roofer, an electrician, a plumber, etc., and would like
to help us create this little miracle, please give me a
call. Thank you!

— Phil Gosselin, 568-5001

RETIRED FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Thank you for your generous donations made to the
Retired Fund for Religious. A total of $2,686 was
collected. Your donations help to ensure a better
quality of life for elderly religious, an improved
financial picture for many religious communities,
and a growing capacity to support their mission and
ministries.
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JUST DO IT!

Many men have only been thinking about making
the retreat...but now is the time to make it happen.
Our parish Men's Retreat will be January 9-11,
2009. Please consider joining us at Holy Family
Retreat House in West Hartford. Deciding today,
on this Holy Family Sunday, to attend the Retreat is
one of the best things fathers can do for their
families.

Reservation forms can be found on al the
Church bulletin boards. For more information, you
may contact Phil Gosselin at 568-5001.

BLOOD SUPPLIES
ARE
CRITICALLY LOW

Please donate blood this winter. Every year, as the
weather gets cold and often stormy, our state’s
blood supply falls to dangerously low levels. You
can help by participating in the following upcoming
blood drive:

10" Annual Memorial Blood Drive in Honor of
Officer Brian A. Aselton

Friday, January 9, 2009 ~ 1:15-6:30 p.m.
Joseph O. Goodwin Elementary School
In the Gym
1235 Forbes Street, East Hartford

Walk-ins are aways welcome, but appointments
are encouraged. Please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

KNIGHTSOF COLUMBUS
St. Christopher Council Forming
Did you know that the Knights of Columbus
brings the Pope to the world at least three times a
year by providing the uplink cost for the televising
of papal ceremonies, especialy at Christmas and
during Holy Week — and the downlink in poor
mission countries? You can be a part of this
important support. Membership requires as little
as 24 hours a year to participate. If you are not
currently a member, please consider joining this
month. For more information, please call Bob
Falkevitz, DD at 568-5452.

RAFFLE

to benefit
St. Christopher School

In celebration of its 45th anniversary, our parish
school is holding a raffle with the following prizes
to be awarded:

1% Prize: $500 gift card redeemable at Exxon/Mobil
2" Prize: $500 gift card redeemable at Stop & Shop

Only $10 per ticket

The drawing will be held on January 27, 2009. If
you would like to purchase a chance to win one of
these great prizes, please complete the following
form, make your check payable to S. Christopher
School HSA and place the form and your payment
in an envelope marked “raffle tickets.” You may
either mail your envelope to our school at
570 Brewer Street, or you may place it in the
collection basket. If you have any questions or
would like to request tickets to sell, please call
George at 568-4126.

St. Christopher School Raffle
(Please note: al information is required)

Name:

Address:

State / Zip:

Phone Number:

Thank you for your support!
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This Holy Family Sunday presents a great opportunity for us to share with you some information we
have recelved from the Family Life Office. The Family Life Office is the agency that serves as a
resource to families and parishes in the Archdiocese of Hartford. Please visit their website for
information on all the programs they offer.

Visit www.For Your Marriage.or g for marriage enrichment ideas.



