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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673
E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASS'T.
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and
Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Corrinne Lomazzo

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Bridget Cooke — 202-3692

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

BAPTISMS and PRE-BAPTISM
PROGRAM

By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles
- 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388
bcrc2@hotmail.com

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE
COMMITTEE
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001
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Twenty-eighth
Sunday in
Ordinary Time

October 12, 2008

“1 can do all thingsin himwho strengthens me.”

— Philippians 4:13

Mass E8Sg for the
Tntentiors L8 f‘I/VeeK

Saturday, October 11—-4:30 p.m.
Maria Therrien
(Family)

Sunday, October 12 - 8:00 am.
Susan Stark Vincek
(Carla & Bill Merrill)

Sunday, October 12 - 10:30 am.
Connie Serignese
(Family)

Monday, October 13 —9:00 am. - Columbus Day
Manuel Machado
(Wife & Daughter)

Tuesday, October 14 —7:30 am.
Margaret H.L. & Gerard J. Lafleur
In Memory of their 62nd Wedding Anniversary
(Daughter Gloria Jean)

Wednesday, October 15 —7:30 a.m.
DinisLeonardo (Wife & Family)

Thursday, October 16 —7:30 am.
Elaine Sullivan (The Traynor Family)

Saturday, October 18— 4:30 p.m.
James F. O’K eefe (Wife & Family)
James J. O’Keefe (Mother & Family)

Sunday, October 19 - 8:00 am.
Anne & John Coffey
(Daughter Johnet & Son John)

Sunday, October 19 - 10:30 am.
Boleslawa Potkaj (Lorraine Wolk & Family)

OUR TITHING PARISH

$6,235
$6,472

Weekly Collection (October 5):
Same Sunday in 2007:

Your generosity to our parish is appreciated.
Many thanks for all you do to help our parish!

with Gratitude,
Fr. Curran

Our Parish is growing! We welcome
into our Christian community through
the holy waters of baptism:

Jayson Jeremiah Healey
Stella Genoveva Rojas

Baptism

COLUMBUSDAY MASS
In keeping with our holiday schedule, there
will be one parish Mass celebrated at 9:00
am. on Columbus Day, October 13.

In observance of Columbus Day, the parish
office will be closed on Monday, Oct. 13.
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Oct. 14 at
8:30 am.
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LAMPS
The candle in the church burns this week for

The Confirmandi
from the Confir mation Class of 2008

The candle in the chapel burns this week for

Our Bereavement Ministry

For information about scheduling a dedication,
please call the parish office at 568-5240.
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At the 10:30 Mass this weekend, we present to the
members of our parish community the Confirmandi
from the Confirmation Class of 2008. For the last
two years, these students have been preparing to
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Having
aready been baptized into Christ, and having
participated in the catechetical preparation for this
sacrament, they choose to follow Christ more
closely. They ask for their parish community’s
continued prayer, encouragement and guidance.

Bishop Christie Macaluso will confer the
Sacrament of Confirmation on thirty-nine of our
young parishioners at a Mass here at
St. Christopher’'s this Friday, October 17 at
7:00 p.m. You areal invited to attend.

THANK YOU!
| am so proud of the folks who participated in the
40 Days for Life prayer vigil. Although | was very
physically tired at the end of the day, the experience
of Perpetual Adoration and the prayerful, peaceful
vigil at the abortion clinic invigorated my spirit! You
are al wonderful people! God bless you for al you
do to be Christ on earth.
Shalom, Phil Gosselin

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

isAsking You to Join
The primary requirement for a man to become a
member of the Knights of Columbus is that he be a
Practicing Catholic. The requirements for him to
remain a member are payment of modest dues and
continuing to practice his Faith. Minimum age for
membership is 18; certainly there is no maximum.
This week we seek to broaden the ranks of the Order
to provide still greater service to the Church, by
forming a new council to serve St. Christopher’'s
parish. Your time investment is as little as 24 hours
per year. Want to learn more? Simply leave your
name and number with the men outside the church
after Mass this weekend. You will be notified of an
information meeting in the near future.

ANNUAL MASSAND LUNCHEON

CT Council of Catholic Women
The Annual Mass and Meeting of the Archdiocese
of Hartford’s CT Council of Catholic Women will
be held on Saturday, October 18 from 10:00 am. -
2:00 p.m. here at St. Christopher’s. All Catholic
women are invited to attend. The day will begin
with coffee-and after which Michael Culhane,
Executive Director of the Connecticut Catholic
Conference, will speak on issues facing CT and the
nation. A Mass will then be celebrated by
Fr. Curran, spiritual moderator of the CT Council.
A catered luncheon, a brief Council meeting and a
raffle of themed baskets will round out the day.
Cost is $10 and can be waived, if necessary. Please
call the Parish Office at 568-5240 by October14 if
you are planning to attend. We look forward to
seeing you there!

CT CATHOLIC MEN’'SCONFERENCE
Thefirst CT Catholic Men's Conference is set to be
held on November 15, 2008 at the Convention
Center in Hartford. More information about this
conference will be provided in next weekend's
bulletin. For those who wish more information
now can visit www.ctcatholicmen.org.

2009 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
We are pleased to announce that our Youth
Ministry will again be offering Entertainment
Books for sale. We will let you know as soon as
they are available. Please save your sale for us!

ONE SUNDAY
FOR THE WHOLE WORLD

Next Sunday, Pope Benedict XVI calls every
Catholic in the world to celebrate our vocation to be
missionaries. It's World Mission Sunday! As
Catholics around the world - here at home and in the
Missions - gather at the Eucharist around the table of
the Lord, we are to pray for the Church’s worldwide
missionary work. We pray for those awaiting the
“Good News” of our Lord’s great love for us and for
the missionaries who offer the poor and suffering the
light of Christ. And we are asked to offer financial
help through the Society for the Propagation of the
Faith through our second collection next weekend.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Matthew 21:1-14

Today’s parable is another about the rejection of
Jesus by the leaders of his own people. It is a
parable about the Kingdom of God and about the
people who will eventualy belong to it. It is seen
here under the aspect of a marriage feast for aking's
son. The king sends out his servants, referring to the
long line of prophets sent to the people of Israel
calling them to love and service. “ But they would
not come,” says Jesus.

Another batch of servantsis sent out. “ Tell those
who have been invited that | have my banquet all
prepared... Everything is ready. Come to the
wedding.” When God calls there is always a sense
of urgency. The only time to respond is NOW. We
need always to be on the watch. That is not what
happens here. We are told that those invited were
simply not interested. They reacted in two ways.
Either they were too involved in their own worldly
interests to be bothered or else they seized the king's
messengers, “ maltreated them and killed them” .

How many of us are guilty of the first way? To
what extent, even right now, are we closed to calls
from God because we are so tied up in al kinds of
concerns and anxieties about things which do not
really matter or about things which cannot guarantee
us any real fulfillment and happiness?

Let us “RSVP” to God's invitation and live our
lives consistent with gospel values so that one day
we will be welcomed to the table of the kingdom.

— The Liturgy Committee

TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY

This past week volunteers from our Teddy Bear
Ministry brought teddy bears to three parishioners
on behalf of our parish family. These teddy bears
are given out to anyone with a need for comfort and
prayers. If you know of someone who

could use the comfort of a teddy bear,

please contact Bev Connors, ministry

coordinator, at 432-1530 or by e-mail

at berc2@hotmail.com.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Another way parishioners of St. Christopher’s reach
out to those in need of comfort and solace is
through our Prayer Shawl Ministry. The beauty of
the shawl lies not just in the workmanship, but in
the spiritual connection between the maker who
infuses the shawl with prayers and blessings, and
the recipient. If you desire, we can teach you the
meditative art of knitting/crocheting. The Prayer
Shaw! Circle gathers in the church hall on the 2™
and 4™ Tuesday of the month from 1:00-2:30 PM.

Come join us on this Tuesday,
October 14. If you know someone
who would benefit from receiving a
shawl or want more information
about this ministry, please contact
Toni Amberg at 568-9069.

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP

Mary Ellen O’ Driscoll, former pastoral associate
for St. Bridget's, will speak on Faithful Citizenship
and Immigration on Monday, October 20.
Ms. O’ Driscoll’s talk will be held at 7:00 p.m. in
the St. Bridget School’s cafeteria at 80 Main Street
in Manchester. For more information, please
contact John Ryan at 643-2403.

MULTI-FAITH
HARTFORD
PRAYER BREAKFAST
Thursday ~ November 20
7:15am.

The Artists Collective
1200 Albany Ave. - Hartford
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ITALIANNIGHT
at St. Christopher School

Our parish school is hosting an

Italian Night next Saturday,

October 18 at 5:30 p.m. in our

school’s gym. This event is open

to al! Tickets may be purchased at the door or in
advance by calling Deb Hampton at 568-4894.
Ticket prices are $5.00 per adult and children in 5th
grade and above and $3.00 for children in 4th grade
and under. We look forward to seeing you there!

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL
45th ANNIVERSARY DANCE
Saturday ~ November 22, 2008
7:30 p.m. - Midnight

St. Christopher School is celebrating its 45"
Anniversary during the 2008-2009 school year. One
of the first events marking this occasion is a dance
taking place in our school’s gym. It's acasual, adults
-only event where you can kick off your shoes and
dance the night away. There will be a DJ playing the
songs we remember, a 50-50 raffle and a chance to
laugh about the good 'ole days. 1t's BYOB and set-
ups will be provided. Just bring an hors d’ oeuvre or
dessert you can share. Thetickets are $15 per person/
$25 per couple if you buy before November 1 and $20

, per person/$30 per couple after the 1st. |If
you are interested in attending, there are
flyers at the church entrances or you can
call Karen Santacross at 569-4975. We
hope to see many of our friends at this
fun event!

FALL 2008 CROP WALK

This year's Fall 2008 Crop Walk will be held next
Sunday afternoon, October 19 at 1:00 p.m. with sign-
in at 12:30 p.m. (Rain date: October 26.) The six-
mile walk begins and ends at South Congregational
Church on Forbes Street. 25% of the pledges stay in
East Hartford and go directly to the Friendship
Center Soup Kitchen. If you are interested in
participating or would like more

information, please contact the local

Crop Walk Coordinator, Joe Murdzek

at 290-8793 camperss@sbcglobal .net.

LYMAN ORCHARD PIE SALE!

Orders can be placed after all Masses
October 11/12 and October 18/19!!

Please see our school volunteers at the TCP table.

Our parish school is selling pies and cookie dough
from Lyman Orchardsin Middlefield, CT. The pies
will arrive frozen, ready to be baked (except for
pumpkin, coconut and pecan which are pre-baked
and simply need to be thawed). Orders will be
available for pick up on Wednesday, November 19
between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. in the church hall (just in
time for the holidays!!).

Please stop by the TCP table after Mass. Your
order will not only help our school, but will be very
delicious, too! Any questions, please call Sarah
Poirier at 568-0632. Thank you for your support!

TAG SALE
St. Christopher School
Saturday ~ October 18 ~8:00 AM - Noon
Rain or Shine!
A community Tag Sale is
being hosted by our parish
school’s Home-School
Association.  There will be
many vendors participating in
this event. We invite you to come by...you never
know what treasures you may find! Baked goods
and coffee will also be available. We hope to see
you there!

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL'S
2nd ANNUAL ONLINE AUCTION
Sept. 29 thru Oct. 26

www.saintchrisauction.cmarket.com

Get a head start on Christmas shopping and help
our parish school at the same time! Please take a
moment and browse through the above website and
bid on items such as restaurants, get-aways,
museums, sports collectibles, salons and much
more. Check out our great deals! All funds raised
in our 2nd Annual Online Auction will be used for
the purchase of new classroom desks for our
students. Thank you for your support and happy
bidding!



