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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT  06118 

 

Tel:  (860) 568-5240    Fax:  (860) 568-0673 
 

E-mail:  stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website:  www.stchris-eh.org 

PRIEST 
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara / Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Roch Girard – 568-5879 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASS’T. 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Carol Waterman – 521-7411 
 
COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED. 
Maria Sousa – 895-8692 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and 
Kevin Hadyka – 895-8692 
E-mail: youthministry@stchris-eh.org 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 

MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the 
preceding Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Corrinne Lomazzo 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT 
Bridget Cooke 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
NOVENA 
Wednesday:  7:00 PM  -  Chapel 
 
BAPTISMS and PRE-BAPTISM 
PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles 
- 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least 
six months in advance at 568-5240 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY 
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Cathy Reynolds – 214-9287 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
   and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
                         bcrc2@hotmail.com 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE 
COMMITTEE 
Phil Gosselin – 568-5001 

 



 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God.”   – Philippians 4:6 
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Saturday, October 4 – 4:30 p.m. 
Michelle Paradis 

(Omerine & Elmer Gendreau) 
 

Sunday, October 5 - 8:00 a.m. 
James Sheehan - 3rd Anniversary 

(Wife & Family) 
 

Sunday, October 5 - 10:30 a.m. 
Eleanor  Spears 

(Children) 
 

Monday, October 6 – 7:30 a.m. 
Mark Tardiff 

(Family) 
 

Tuesday, October 7 – 7:30 a.m. 
Special Intention 
for  the Success of 
40 Days for Life 

 

Wednesday, October 8 – 7:30 a.m. 
Fern Turmel - 3rd Anniversary 

(Wife & Family) 
 

Thursday, October 9 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin 

(Wife Claire) 
 

Saturday, October 10– 4:30 p.m. 
Mar ia Therr ien (Family) 

 

Sunday, October 11 - 8:00 a.m. 
Susan Stark Vincek (Carla & Bill Merrill) 

 

Sunday, October 11 - 10:30 a.m. 
Connie Ser ignese (Family) 

Twenty-seventh 
Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
 

October  5, 2008 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 Weekly Collection (September 28): $ 6,417 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $ 7,997 
 

 My personal thanks for your generous support 
of our parish.  By sharing your time, talent and 
treasure, you enable us to further the mission 
of bringing Christ to our families, our young 
people, our community and our world! 

 

  with Gratitude, Fr. Curran 

 
SANCTUARY 

LAMPS 
 

 
 

The candle in the church burns this week for 
 

Mark Tardiff 
(The Tardiff Family) 

 
The candle in the chapel burns this week 

 

For  Those Par ticipating in 
40 Days for Life 

 
For information about scheduling a dedication, 
please call the parish office at 568-5240. 

THANK YOU!! 
 

Mission Collection 
Thank you for your generosity in the collection 
taken last weekend for the people of the 
Archdiocese of Gulu.  The collection amounted to 
$3,767, one of the largest mission collections in 
recent years. 
 

HOPES Collection 
Our parish school and the Office of Catholic 
Schools for the Archdiocese of Hartford extend 
their sincere gratitude to all who contributed to the 
HOPES collection.  The collection totaled $2,212.  
Our parish school receives 25% of the collection 
($553) and the remaining is sent to the 
Archdiocese of Hartford to help support other 
elementary schools in the Archdiocese. 
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October is Respect Life 
Month.  During this time, the 
Church throughout the world 
prays for a renewed sense of 
the sacredness of every human 
being, from conception to 

natural death.  The Pro-Life Ministry of the 
Archdiocese of Hartford will be holding special 
events.  The first event is as follows: 
 

Respect L ife Mass 
 

Archbishop Henry J. Mansell 
will celebrate Mass and commission 

new pro-life representatives. 
 

Sunday ~ October  5 ~ 2:00 p.m. 
 

(Children’s choir performing at 1:00 p.m.) 
 

Cathedral of St. Joseph 
140 Farmington Avenue, Hartford 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
The next gathering of the Adult Social Club will 
be on Monday, October 6 at 1:00 p.m. in the 
church hall.  Our guest speaker will be Michael 
Mancini, Manager of Design and Construction at 
The Metropolitan District.  Mr. Mancini will speak 
about the $2.1 billion Clear Water Project in 
Hartford and how it will affect East Hartford.  
Refreshments will be served.  Please call Rose 
Yergeau at 568-4029 with any questions. 
 

Reminders: 
 

�  Non-perishable food donations for the Town 
Food Bank will be collected at this gathering. 
 

�  Members who are able to park behind the church 
are asked to do so to help alleviate the congestion 
when parents come to pick up their children from 
our parish school. 

MEET THE CANDIDATES 
Steve Fournier (GP), John 
Larson (D), Joe Visconti (R)
will be at St. Bridget Church 
in Manchester on Sunday, 

October 5 at 1:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.  The 
candidates will be asked to respond to questions on 
important issues of justice in our society.  Come 
and hear how each candidate responds. Become 
informed and know the candidates’  positions so that 
you can vote responsibly.  All are welcome, 
refreshments will be served. 

ANNUAL MASS AND LUNCHEON 
CT Council of Catholic Women 

The Annual Mass and Meeting of the Archdiocese 
of Hartford’s CT Council of Catholic Women will 
be held on Saturday, October 18 from 10:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m. here at St. Christopher’s.  All Catholic 
women are invited to attend.  The day will begin 
with coffee-and after which Michael Culhane, 
Executive Director of the Connecticut Catholic 
Conference, will speak on issues facing CT and the 
nation.  A Mass will then be celebrated by 
Fr. Curran, spiritual moderator of the CT Council.  
A catered luncheon, a brief Council meeting and a 
raffle of themed baskets will round out the day.  
Cost is $10 and can be waived, if necessary.  Please 
call the Parish Office at 568-5240 by October14 if 
you are planning to attend.  We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

THE CATHOLIC WORKER 
A few copies of the Fall 2008 issue of The Hartford 
Catholic Worker are available on the Free Materials 
Rack in the Church Hall.  The Hartford Catholic 
Worker is published bi-monthly by the 
St. Martin De Porres Catholic Worker community, 
a lay community of Catholics, and like minded 
friends, living in the north end of Hartford, working 
and praying for an end to violence and poverty. 

TRUE FRUITFULNESS 
Whatever you possess, and however fruitful your 
activities, regard them all as worthless without the 
inward certainty and experience of Jesus© love. 

SCHOOL MASS 
A Mass will be celebrated with the school 
children on Wed., October 8 at 9:00 a.m.  
All parishioners and school families are 
invited to this liturgy! 
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Today’s parable is linked to last Sunday’s about the 
two sons sent to work in their father’s vineyard.  The 
message of Jesus is clear.  God’s people had 
disappointed their God.  Today we have a parable 
saying more or less the same thing.  Strictly speaking it 
is not a parable but an allegory.  A parable normally 
presents one lesson and the details are not relevant; 
while, in an allegory, each detail of the story has a 
symbolic meaning. 

 

The message clearly is that God’s people have been 
poor tenants in the Lord’s vineyard.  However, we read 
this not to sit in judgment on certain people in the past.  
We must be careful to be aware of the relevance of this 
parable for our own situation.  We are not reading it for 
historical reasons but for reflection on our own lives 
and behavior. 

 

In Jesus’  story the owner sends his servants to 
collect the harvest.  Instead, the tenants seized, beat, 
stoned and even killed the owner’s messengers.  This 
happened again and again.  The message is clearly 
understood by Jesus’  hearers.  The Lord had sent his 
prophets to remind his people of their duty to serve, to 
be a fruitful people.  Yet, one by one, God’s 
messengers were rejected. 

 

Finally, the owner’s own son was sent.  “ They will 
respect my son,”  the owner said.  But no.  He also was 
seized, thrown out of the vineyard and killed.  They 
could now take over the vineyard for themselves.  It 
reminds one of the arrogance of Adam and Eve who 
thought the knowledge of good and evil would give 
them power over God; of those who tried to build a 
tower that would reach right to the heavens.  And the 
killing of the son “ outside the city”  is a clear reference 
to Jesus dying on the cross outside the walls of 
Jerusalem. 

 

Today, we are God’s people.  We are the tenants in 
the vineyard.  Now he expects us to produce fruit, fruit 
that will endure.  The obvious question for us to ask 
ourselves today is: How are we doing?  How much 
better are we than the chief priests, the elders, the 
Scribes and the Pharisees?  We are specially privileged, 
by baptism, to be called to work in the Lord’s vineyard.  
Each week we are invited to gather together to hear the 
Gospel message and to make it part of our lives.  We 
are all called to be members, active members of the 
Body of Christ, the Christian community, the Church. 

 

(continued in the next column) 

GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Matthew 21:33-43 

(Gospel Insights - continued) 
 

How do we see this call?  Do we find it a privilege, 
a blessing, or a troublesome burden?  How well have 
we received the message of the Lord? 

 

Over the centuries, how many prophets in our Christian 
communities have been rejected, abused and even 
killed?  We think of Joan of Arc, Thomas More, Oliver 
Plunkett and, in our own times, Bishop Oscar Romero, 
Martin Luther King, the countless victims of violence 
in Central and South America, in Africa, not to men-
tion Northern Ireland. 

 

All these martyrs have one thing in common.  They 
were killed not by pagans but by fellow-Christians, ten-
ants in the Lord’s vineyard.  We can hardly feel supe-
rior to the people Jesus is criticizing in today’s Gospel.  
Isaiah’s words in the First Reading are so true: “ I ex-
pected justice but found bloodshed; I expected integrity 
but found only a cry of distress.”  In so many parts of 
the world we do not have to go far to see the relevance 
of those words. 

 

Even so, we may feel we have not personally been 
part of any of this.  Yet, what kind of grapes do we as a 
parish community produce?  Are they sweet and lus-
cious or are they pinched and sour?  Is our parish a real 
sign of Jesus’  presence and love in this part of our city?  
What kind of impact do we have? 

 

If our church were closed down, sold off and turned 
into a dance hall what real difference would it make?  
Of course, we who come here regularly would miss it, 
but what of others who never step inside?  Are we 
really concerned about that impact or do we think more 
of our own personal religious obligations and needs?  
Do we measure the quality of our parish by what goes 
on in this building or by what happens when we leave 
it?  Obviously, both are important but there cannot be 
one without the other. 

 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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THANK YOU!! 
Our parish school wishes to thank all 
those parishioners who provided their 
ShopRite PricePlus card number to 
our school volunteers last weekend.  
If you would like to provide your PricePlus card 
number to help our parish school earn free 
educational equipment, please call the Parish Office 
at 568-5240 or send an e-mail with your card number 
to stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net.  Your participation in 
this program costs you nothing and it won’ t interfere 
with credits you might be earning for any other 
shopping promotions at ShopRite.  Thank you for 
your support! 

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL’S 
2nd ANNUAL ONLINE AUCTION 

Sept. 29 thru Oct. 26 
 

www.saintchr isauction.cmarket.com 
 

Get a Get a head start on Christmas shopping and 
help our parish school at the same time!  Please 
take a moment and browse through the above 
website and bid on items such as restaurants, get-a-
ways, museums, sports collectibles, salons and 
much more.  Check out our great deals!  All funds 
raised in our 2nd Annual Online Auction will be 
used for the purchase of new classroom desks for 
our students.  Thank you for your support and 
happy bidding! 

TAG SALE 
St. Chr istopher  School 

Saturday ~ October  18 ~ 8:00 AM - Noon 
Rain or  Shine! 

A community Tag Sale is 
being hosted by our parish 
school ’ s Home-School 
Association.  There will be 
several vendors participating 
in this event.  We invite you to come by...you never 
know what treasures you may find!  Baked goods 
and coffee will also be available.  We hope to see 
you there! 

A FALL GATHERING 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

Monday ~ October  6 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
This is a reminder that a gathering is being held for 
all Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion this 
Monday evening, October 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church hall.  Please make every effort to attend.  
Please call Cathy Reynolds at 214-9287 with any 
questions. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Forming New Council 

The primary requirements for a 
man to become a member of the 
Knights of Columbus are that he be 
a Practicing Catholic.  The 

requirements for him to remain a member are 
payment of modest dues and continuing to practice 
his Faith.  Minimum age for membership is 18; 
certainly there is no maximum.  Next week we seek 
to broaden the ranks of the Order to provide still 
greater service to the Church, by forming a new 
council to serve St. Christopher’s parish.  Those men 
interested in helping are encouraged to call 
parishioner Bob Falkevitz at 568-5452. 

 
 
 
"What do we live for, if it is not to make life less 
difficult for each other?"  (George Eliot) 

LYMAN ORCHARD PIE SALE! 
 

Orders can be placed after all 
Masses this weekend and next weekend! !  

 

Please see our school volunteers at the TCP table. 
 

Our parish school is selling pies and cookie dough 
from Lyman Orchards in Middlefield, CT.  The pies 
will arrive frozen, ready to be baked (except for 
pumpkin, coconut and pecan which are pre-baked 
and simply need to be thawed).  Orders will be 
available for pick up on Wednesday, November 19 
between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. in the church hall (just in 
time for the holidays!!). 
 Please stop by the TCP table after Mass.  Your 
order will not only help our school, but will be very 
delicious, too! Any questions, please call Sarah 
Poirier at 568-0632.  Thank you for your support! 


