
 

St. Christopher Church thanks our catechists: 
 

Cathy Aboumrad Eileen DiFilippo Diane Oliveira 

Jessica Arede Sharon Eisele Joanna Pace 

Lori Brunette Ginamarie Garabedian Margaret Paradis 

Angela Brunette Phil Gosselin Ronald Rivas 

Anna Budrewicz Kevin Hadyka Kristie Sargent 

Nancy Cadwallader Paula Hannon Lisa Sobestanovich 

Steve Cadwallader Diane Johnston Jim Sobestanovich 

Saida Carrero Mary Lawson Kelsey Sobestanovich 

Judith Cofiell Kathleen Madej Irma Torres 

Fr. Vincent Curran Angie Majewski Ashley Wisnieski 

Lisa Decker Kimberly Murphy Patty Wright 

Judith DeTuccio Meghan Neville  



 

“Turn to the Lord for mercy; 
        to our God, who is generous in forgiving.”  
 

– Isaiah 55:7b 
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Saturday, September 20 – 4:30 p.m. 
Dinis Leonardo 
(Wife & Family) 

 

Sunday, September 21 - 8:00 a.m. 
Mary Allaire 

(Niece) 
 

Sunday, September 21 - 10:30 a.m. 
Angelo Ciccarello 
(Terri Czerwinski) 

 

Monday, September 22 – 7:30 a.m. 
Carmen C. Zocco - 3rd Anniversary 

(Clorinda & Family) 
 

Tuesday, September 23 – 7:30 a.m. 
Rev. Char les J. MacDonald 

 

Wednesday, September 24 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin 

(Wife Claire) 
 

Thursday, September 25 – 7:30 a.m. 
Rev. John P. Hannon 

 

Saturday, September 27 – 4:30 p.m. 
Richard Br iggs - In Memory of His Bir thday 

(Wife & Family) 
 

Sunday, September 28 - 8:00 a.m. 
Susan Stark Vincek 

(Marge & John Leonard) 
 

Sunday, September 28 - 10:30 a.m. 
Margaret Phelan 

(Dave & Chickie Amberg) 

Twenty-fifth 
Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
 

September  21, 2008 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 Weekly Collection (September 14): $ 7,130 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $ 6,660 
 

 My personal thanks for your generous 
support which is so essential for our parish! 

 

  with Gratitude, 
 

 Fr. Curran 

 
SANCTUARY 

LAMPS 
 

 
 

The candle in the church burns this week 
 

In Memory of 
Donald T. Restivo, Jr . 

(brother of Stacy Taylor) 
(St. Christopher Parish Family) 

 
The candle in the chapel burns this week 

 

For  a Fruitful Harvest 
 

For information about scheduling a dedication, 
please call the parish office at 568-5240. 

HOPES COLLECTION 
 

·  ·  ·  ·  This Weekend ····  
 

The second collection this weekend is the annual 
HOPES (Help Our Parish Elementary Schools) 
collection which benefits our parish school and the 
other parish elementary schools throughout the 
Archdiocese of Hartford.  As announced in last 
weekend’s bulletin, the collection was moved up 
one week in order for us to accommodate our 
missionary priest who will be here with us next 
weekend.  If you are not prepared to make an 
offering to the HOPES collection this weekend, we 
will gladly accept your offering next weekend.  
Please use the specially-marked envelope and 
place your offering in the regular collection next 
weekend.  Thank you for your support! 
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MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE 
PLAN APPEAL 

Next Weekend ~ September  27-28 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith is 
established in every diocese to organize support for 
the missions.  The Society brings to each parish one 
of the groups working in the missions to speak about 
their particular work.  Next weekend our parish will 
welcome Fr. Filbert Mhasi from the Archdiocese of 
Gulu.  The Archdiocese of Gulu is in northern 
Uganda in East Africa where their missionary work 
has been seriously affected by an ongoing war in 
northern Uganda and southern Sudan.  We will have 
a second collection next weekend to support their 
work. 

BECOMING BREAD FOR OTHERS 
At the same time that energy prices are going 
through the roof, we have seen an increase in food 
prices as well.  In the world, where many people 
spend 60% or more on food, this is devastating.  The 
Office of Urban Affairs of the Archdiocese of 
Hartford is presenting a workshop on how to 
multiply the effectiveness of Food Ministry with new 
ideas and opportunities to lessen hunger around the 
corner and across the globe.  The workshop is being 
offered at Our Lady of Fatima, Hartford on Sept. 30 
and Westville Senior Center, New Haven on Oct. 2.  
The sessions begin at 7 pm.  For more information 
and directions, call Deacon Bill (he will attend the 
session in Hartford) at 633-8997.  When did we see 
you hungry Lord? 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS 
In observance of the Feast of 
St. Francis, a Blessing of 
Animals rite will be held on 
Saturday, October 4 at 12:00 
noon in our church parking lot.  
We invite you to bring your 
beloved pet so he/she can 
receive a special blessing. 
 

“The love we give to a pet, and receive from a pet, 
can draw us more deeply into the larger circle of life, 
into the wonder of our common relationship to our 
Creator.”  

THANK YOU AND HELP! 
As you all likely know by now, St. Christopher 
Church is participating in 40 Days for Life; prayers 
will be offered for respecting life at all stages.  
During this 40 day campaign, parishes will be 
engaging in 24 hours of Eucharistic Adoration, as 
well as, 12 hours of prayerful vigil at the abortion 
clinic in Hartford during the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m.  Our day to pray for life is Tuesday, 
October 7.  Thank you to all the wonderful people 
who have signed up so far, but we still have time 
slots unfilled:  For the 24 hours of Eucharistic 
Adoration that will be held in our church building, 
we need a prayer warrior for 1:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 a.m.  For the 12 hours of prayer at the 
abortion clinic, we need prayer warriors for all time 
slots except 6:00 a.m.  Thank you!  For more 
information or to reserve a time slot, please call me 
at 568-5001 or e-mail me imgoose@msn.com. 
 

 Shalom, 
 

 Phil Gosselin 

CUB SCOUT REGISTRATION 
Cub Scout Pack 161 will be holding a registration 
for the coming year on Tuesday, Sept. 23 in 
St. Christopher’s Church Hall 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
Boys in grades 1 – 4 are welcome to join.  For more 
information please contact Tracy Martinez at 
568-0464. 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
The next gathering of the Adult Social Club will be 
on Monday, October 6 at 1:00 p.m. in the church 
hall.  More information about this gathering will be 
provided in next weekend’s bulletin. 

CREDO - EVENING OF PRAYER 
Credo Catholic Singles will continue their monthly 
gathering of prayer in our Parish Center on Tuesday, 
September 30 at 7:00 p.m.  This is an evening of 
prayer, reflection and conversation led by Credo 
member Andrea M. who has an MA in Spirituality 
and is a Spiritual Director trained through the Mercy 
Center.  All are welcome.  No RSVP necessary.  
Come and deepen your faith and experience of God in 
a safe, supporting group.  Visit www.credocath.com 
for more information about Credo Catholic Singles. 
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A major theme running through the whole of the 
Old and New Testaments is that of ‘ justice’ .  God is 
wholly just and we are called, both individually and 
corporately, to lives of justice also.  The question, of 
course, is what do we mean by justice?  What does 
the Scripture mean by justice?  What is the justice of 
God?  Some of the answers to these questions can be 
found in today’s Gospel passage.  Growing in Christ 
means a constant shifting of our conventional ways 
of thinking and sometimes the adjustments do not 
come easily.  To have the mind of Christ means, like 
him, to “ empty”  ourselves.  In our case, to empty 
ourselves of many of the convictions we take for 
granted. 

 

Today’s Gospel is the parable of the workers in 
the vineyard, or rather, the hiring of workers for a 
vineyard.  There is an important lesson here about 
God’s justice.  When seen from our often 
mathematical and narrow-minded viewpoint it often 
looks like injustice.  We tend to think that if a person 
can do more, he is a better person and should have a 
greater reward.  Why, for instance, is there such a 
disparity between the income of a doctor, a lawyer, a 
teacher, and a bus driver?  Which of these, in fact, 
really does more?  Is this really just? 

 

We even think that if we do more for God, he 
will somehow love us more and reward us more.  
That is very much at the background of today’s 
parable.  For many of us, the workers were quite 
right to criticize their employer.  They worked longer 
hours and should have got more money.  But we 
need to realize that there is another way of looking at 
the situation. 

 

First, doing more for God and for others does not 
mean that God will love us more.  No matter what 
we do or do not do, he cannot love us more than he 
already does.  Second, God does not look at how 
much we do.  He looks more at our needs.  Maybe 
we, in assessing the remuneration people get, should 
think along the same lines.   

GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Matthew 20:1-16 

(continued in the next column) 

(Gospel Insights - continued) 

Some of the people in the Gospel, the “ first”  in 
today’s parable, thought that, because they had 
served the Law of the Lord, and had over so many 
centuries “ borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat” , God should love them in a special 
way.  They were somehow better than others.  
Maybe there are some of us Catholics who think 
along the same lines. 

 

But that is not the way God works.  His disciples, 
the “ last” , who have given up everything to be with 
him, will be the recipients of the same love and the 
same rewards.  In fact, they may receive more in the 
sense that, unlike those who refused to believe in 
Jesus, they fully opened themselves to the love of 
God in following Jesus. 

 

And before we continue to side with the 
grumbling workers, it might help to remember our 
own situation.  We ought to be very grateful that we 
have a God whose justice is so patently “unjust.”   He 
loves Mary his Mother, he loves a Mother Teresa 
and he loves YOU AND ME with exactly the same 
love.  Is that just?  Is that what we deserve?  Should 
we complain or should we bow down in humble 
thankfulness that we are treated so well, that as one 
of the “ last,”  we get the same treatment as the 
“ first” ? 

 

God loves us where we are now.  He does not 
keep an account book with accumulated credits and 
debts.  The saint can apostatize and distance himself 
totally from God – forever.  The lifetime sinner can 
be converted on his deathbed.  But we should 
remember that the bias, fortunately, is on the side of 
the sinner.  The chances of someone who is truly in a 
close, loving relationship with God turning apostate 
is not very likely.  It is not at all unlikely, however, 
for the compulsively religious person whose faith is 
built on some external, rigid legalism rather than on 
a tender, loving relationship with God and with 
others.  For the really sinful person, there is always 
the hope that they will come face to face with the 
love of God and, after a lifetime of wrongdoing, say 
a big YES to Jesus. 

 

 – The Liturgy Committee 
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ANNUAL RESPECT LIFE MASS 
Come to the Respect Life Mass being celebrated on 
Sunday, October 5 at 2:00 p.m. in the Cathedral of 
St. Joseph in Hartford.  Archbishop Henry J. Mansell 
will offer the Mass celebrating the gift of life as we 
join all dioceses in the United States who will be 
commemorating Respect Life Month. 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 
A special Wedding Anniversary Mass will be 
celebrated on Sunday, October 26 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford.  All couples 
celebrating their 25th, 50th and other special wedding 
anniversaries are invited to attend.  Archbishop 
Mansell will be the main celebrant, and he sees this 
annual event as one specific way to positively 
support sacramental marriage. 
 A simple reception will follow.  Family members 
and friends are encouraged to attend.  Please call the 
rectory at 568-5240 to respond to this invitation and 
to register.  All registrations received by 
September  25 will be in the program booklet. 

CAN &  BOTTLE DRIVE 
A Can and Bottle Drive to 
support our parish school will be 
held next Saturday, September 27 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  

Please bring your pre-rinsed cans and bottles to the 
front of our school.  Thank you for your support! 

ATTENTION!! 
ShopRite SHOPPERS 

If you are a ShopRite shopper who 
has a PricePlus card, you can help 
our parish school earn free 
educational equipment!  Your participation in this 
program costs you nothing and it won’ t interfere 
with credits you might be earning for any other 
shopping promotions at ShopRite.  All you need to 
do is see one of our school volunteers after all 
Masses next weekend, September 27-28.  Share 
with us your PricePlus card number and our parish 
school will begin receiving benefits from all your 
future purchases!  Thank you for your support! 

ST PAUL, APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES 
Program Being Offered at St. Dunstan’s 

Pope Benedict XVI has declared the year from June 
28, 2008 to June 29, 2009 as “The Year of St. Paul”  
in the hope that people would become more familiar 
with St. Paul and his letters and the influence he has 
had on the church.  In response to the Pope’s request, 
St. Dunstan Church in Glastonbury will sponsor a 
five-week program entitled “St. Paul, Apostle to the 
Gentiles”  which will begin on Thursday, Sept. 25 
from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in Fr. Bannon Hall and 
continue on the following Thursdays - Oct. 2, 9, 16 
and 23.  St. Paul is one of the most enigmatic, 
influential and exciting figures to emerge from the 
First Century Church.  While his influence on 
Christian theology is pervasive, few are aware of his 
struggles, his successes and failures or the meaning 
and interpretation of his letters.  The program is free 
and open to the public.  Bring your bible, other 
materials will be supplied.  Mark your calendar and 
plan to attend this informative and exciting series.  
For more information, call Walter Twachtman at 
633-7837. 

ARCHBISHOP O’BRIEN LIBRARY 
BOOK SALE 

The Archbishop O’Brien Library, located at 
St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield will hold a Book 
Sale on Thursday, Sept. 25 and Friday, Sept. 26 from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on Saturday, Sept. 27 
from 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m..  Call 242-5573, ext. 115 
for more information. 

FALL AUCTION 2008 
Our parish school is on a mission to 
raise $6,000 to fund new classroom 
desks.  They’ve come up with an 
exciting and fun way for you to help 
them with their goal, and at the same 

time have fun bidding on cool items!  The St. Chris 
Fall Online Auction opens for bidding on 
September 29 at 8:00 a.m. and ends October 26 at 
9:00 p.m.  There are many great items already 
posted and new items will continue to be added, so 
check back often to see what’s new.  You can view 
the online auction by visiting the school’s website 
at www.saintchristopherschool.org and clicking on 
the Fall Auction link.  Thank you for your support 
and happy bidding! 


