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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT  06118 

 

Tel:  (860) 568-5240    Fax:  (860) 568-0673 
 

E-mail:  stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website:  www.stchris-eh.org 

PRIEST 
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Roch Girard – 568-5879 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASS’T. 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Carol Waterman – 521-7411 
 
COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED. 
Maria Sousa – 895-8692 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sarah Poirier, Martha Gaudreau and 
Kevin Hadyka – 895-8692 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 

MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the 
preceding Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
To be announced 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT 
To be announced 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
NOVENA 
Wednesday:  7:00 PM  -  Chapel 
 
BAPTISMS and PRE-BAPTISM 
PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles 
- 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least 
six months in advance at 568-5240 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY 
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Cathy Reynolds – 214-9287 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
   and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
                         bcrc2@hotmail.com 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE 
COMMITTEE 
Phil Gosselin – 568-5001 

 



 

"If two of you agree on earth about anything for 
which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by 
my heavenly Father." -- Matthew 18:19 

St. Christopher Church ~ East Hartford, CT                 Page 1 

Saturday, September 6 – 4:30 p.m. 
Roger  Gagnon 

(Sister & Brother-in-Law 
Omerine and Elmer Gendreau) 

 

Sunday, September 7 - 8:00 a.m. 
John Vignone - In Memory of His Bir thday

(Wife & Family) 
 

Sunday, September 7 - 10:30 a.m. 
Dorothy Gravel - 7th Anniversary 

(Michele Hurteau) 
 

Monday, September 8 – 7:30 a.m. 
Eugene Cudwor th 

(Richard & Mary Burke) 
 

Tuesday, September 9 – 7:30 a.m. 
Dante Brecciaroli (Linda Cronin) 

 

Wednesday, September 10 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 

Thursday, September 11 – 7:30 a.m. 
Rev. Char les J. MacDonald 

 

Saturday, September 13 – 4:30 p.m. 
Joseph &  Eva Bergeron 

(Daughter Irene) 
 

Sunday, September 14 - 8:00 a.m. 
Joseph Leonardo 

(Mom, Dad & Daughters) 
 

Sunday, September 14 - 10:30 a.m. 
Mar ie Rita Burbank 
(Don & Jackie Luizzi) 

Twenty-third 
Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
 

September  7, 2008 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 Weekly Collection (August 31): $ 6,360 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $ 6,252 
 

 Many thanks for your generous support of 
our parish!  Together, we make St. 
Christopher’s the vibrant and welcoming 
faith community Christ calls us to be. 

 

  with Gratitude, 
 

 Fr. Curran 

 
SANCTUARY 

LAMPS 
 

 
 

The candle in the church burns this week 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Dorothy Gravel - 7th Anniversary 

(Phil Gravel & Michele Hurteau) 
 

The candle in the chapel burns this week 
 

For  Students, Parents and Teachers 
 

For information about scheduling a dedication, 
please call the parish office at 568-5240. 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
 

"The commandments... are summed up in this 
saying, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ "  (Romans 13:9) 
 
The challenge of a steward is summed up in the 
simple question, "what have I done for my 
neighbor?" 

A GOOD TEST 
A test of worship is how sensitive it makes me to 
the needs of those around me. 

– Anonymous 
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ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
The next monthly gathering of all members will be 
held this Monday, September 8 at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Church Hall.  Fr. Curran will be our guest speaker.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 
 

Reminders: 
 

�  Non-perishable food donations for the Town Food 
Bank will be collected at this gathering. 
 

�  School is back in session.  Members who are able 
to park behind the church are asked to do so to help 
alleviate the congestion when parents come to pick 
up their children. 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 
We are pleased to announce we have some new 
developments in the Confirmation program.  This 
year we will be utilizing a resource entitled  
"The Light of Faith."  This text will help guide our 
youth in their understanding of the Catholic faith.  
This resource will be complimented with retreats, 
service projects, teen Masses and youth group 
gatherings.  We are looking forward to an exciting 
and fun year.  If you feel called to help make an 
impact on the youth of our parish, please call the 
Youth Ministry office at 895-8692. 
 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
 

CONFIRMATION MEETINGS 
 

9th Grade Students &  Parents 
Tuesday - 9/16 - 7:00 p.m. - Church 

There will be a Confirmation meeting on Tuesday, 
September 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the church for teens 
who will be starting the program this fall.  Due to the 
changes that have been made to the Confirmation 
program, we are requiring attendance at the meeting 
by all 9th grade students and at least one parent.  If 
your child has not yet registered for the Confirmation 
program, please call the Youth Ministry office as 
soon as possible at 895-8692. 
 

10th Grade Students &  Parents 
Wednesday - 9/17 - 7:00 p.m. - Church Hall 

There will be a Confirmation meeting on 
Wednesday, September 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the church 
hall for teens who are returning to the program this 
fall.  Many changes have been made to the 
Confirmation program, so we are requiring 
attendance at the meeting by all 10th grade students 
and at least one parent. 
 

– The Youth Ministry Team 
895-8692 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

� An orientation for all Religious Education teachers 
and aides will be held next Sunday, September 14 
in the Church Hall following the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 

 

� Classes will begin on Sunday, September 21 from 
9:15 – 10:15 a.m. for students in grades K – 8. 
All students are required to pre-register.  Please 
call Maria Sousa, Coordinator of Religious 
Education, at 895-8692 to obtain a registration 
form. 

RECOMMISSIONING 
Beverly Connors and Cathy Reynolds, long-time 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, were 
re-commissioned a few weeks ago at the 8:00 a.m. 
Mass.  This re-commissioning was due to new 
Archdiocesan regulations.  We wish to thank Beverly 
and Cathy for their continued interest and dedication 
to this important ministry. 

A KNIT IN TIME 
Prayer shawls are made and donated 
by parishioners who want to reach out 
in a special way to those in need of 
comfort and solace, as well as in 
celebrations of joy.  The beauty of the 

shawl lies not just in the workmanship, but in the 
spiritual connection between the maker who infuses 
the shawl with prayers and blessings, and the 
recipient.  If you desire, we can teach you the 
meditative art of knitting/crocheting.  The Prayer 
Shawl Circle gathers in the church hall on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of the month from 1:00-2:30 PM. Our 
gatherings are punctuated by the click of the needles 
amidst our talking, laughing and sharing.  Come join 
us on Tuesday, September 9. If you know someone 
who would benefit from receiving a shawl or want 
more information about this ministry, please contact 
Toni Amberg at 568-9069. 
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We are reminded today that to belong to the Church 
is to belong to a community of brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  This means that being a Christian is not a 
private, purely personal affair.  The teaching of the 
Gospel is that indeed we are responsible for our 
brothers and sisters.  Not only that, our relationship 
with Jesus, with God, depends intimately on how we 
relate with other people – be they members of our 
own family or complete strangers. 

 

The whole thrust of today’s Gospel passage is 
that we should all work towards reconciliation rather 
than punishment.  There will also be a desire to keep 
the issue at as low a profile as possible.  (We read 
regularly in our newspapers what happens when 
people drag their mutual grievances against each 
other to the law courts.)  So, the first stage is for the 
two people concerned to solve the issue among 
themselves.  If it works out at that level, that is the 
ideal situation. 

 

If the offender refuses to listen, then others 
should be brought in as confirming witnesses.  And, 
if s/he refuses to listen to these, then “ tell it to the 
church” .  ‘Church’  is here understood as the local 
community because, in the thinking of the Christian 
Testament, each self-contained community is a 
‘church’  (for example, Revelation 1:4-3:22, where 
letters are written to seven ‘churches’  or local 
communities). 

 

In the last resort, if the offender still refuses to 
listen or to change, let him or her be put out from the 
community and be regarded as an outsider.  
Obviously, this is a drastic and final step and to be 
taken not in a spirit of revenge or vindictiveness but 
out of real concern for the wellbeing of the whole 
community.  It requires very sensitive discernment 
because it is easy to ‘get rid of’  someone who may in 
fact be telling the community some wholesome 
truths it needs to hear. 

 

How, someone may ask, can this be squared with 
Jesus’  openness to sinners, including corrupt tax 
collectors and prostitutes, or with the story of the 
Prodigal Son?  But Jesus’  reception of these people 

GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Matthew 18:15-20 

(continued in the next column) 

(Gospel Insights - continued) 

was not unconditional.  It depended on their 
change of heart and the abandonment of their 
sinful ways.  Jesus sat down with sinners, not 
because he liked them more than good people but 
because he hoped to lead them back.  When he 
forgave the woman taken in adultery, he told her 
to “sin no more” .  The Prodigal Son was received 
with open arms after he had decided he no longer 
wanted to live his life of debauchery and, by his 
own decision, came back to his father. 

 

So, it can be in the interests of both the 
community and of the individual that, if he/she 
persists in anti-Christian behavior, that he/she be 
separated from the community.  We practice this 
partly by not allowing a person in serious sin to 
communicate during the Eucharist.  There is a 
serious contradiction between a person acting 
contrary to the Gospel and wanting to share in the 
Body of Christ, which has been wounded by his/
her behavior. 

 

The situation, obviously, can be changed by a 
change in the attitude and behavior of the 
wrongdoer.  Once he repents and converts, s/he 
will be – indeed must be – received back with joy. 

 

“Whatever you bind on earth shall be 
considered bound in heaven...”   These words 
indicate that the community has the authority, 
given it by God, to make a judgment on who is fit 
to belong to the Body of Christ.  It is a necessary 
authority to preserve the integrity of the 
community as a witness to the Gospel.  It is also a 
d a n g e r o u s 
power which 
can be abused, 
and whi ch 
therefore calls 
for the greatest 
sensitivity and 
prudence. 

 

 – The Liturgy 
Committee 
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The Rite of Christian Initiation is for non-Catholics 
(baptized or unbaptized) who wish to become 
confirmed Catholics.  It is also for those who were 
baptized in the Catholic Church who didn’ t continue 
on to First Communion or Confirmation.  Classes 
will begin here at St. Christopher’s in September.  
We will meet until just after Easter.  If RCIA is for 
you or for someone you know, please contact 
Deacon Bill at 633-8997. 

A RESPONSIBLE CHRISTIAN 
Loving one another is not easy to do.  There will 
always be those whose actions damage and disrupt 
the community and cause harm to the world at large.  
It is our responsibility to challenge those actions and 
shed the light of the gospel on them, but to do so in a 
loving way.  In a culture where public sentiment can 
run strong, demonstrating such restraint and respect 
may feel like swimming upstream.  Yet today’s 
Gospel invites us not to condemn out of hand, but to 
engage in a dialogue with the offender that can result 
in conversion and change.  To fail to do so is to 
shrink from our Christian responsibility.  In the light 
of today’s Gospel, what do you think could be the 
appropriate Christian responses to the many different 
actions of relatives, friends, fellow citizens, and 
government authorities in the past year? 

 

For more information about how you can be a 
part of the 40 Days for Life Campaign on 
Tuesday, October 7, please contact our Pro-Life 
Coordinator, Phil Gosselin at 568-5001 or 
imgoose@msn.com. 

ADULT CHOIR 
The Adult Choir (for adults and high school 
students) rehearses in the church on Thursday 
evening from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  The first rehearsal is 
Thursday, September 18. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
The Children’s Choir (for students in grades 2 - 8) 
rehearses in the church on Thursday afternoons from 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.  The first rehearsal is Thursday, 
September 18. 

CUB SCOUT REGISTRATION 
Cub Scout Pack 161 will be holding a registration for 
the coming year after the 10:30 a.m. Mass this 
weekend.  There will also be registrations on 
Tuesday, Sept. 16 and Tuesday, Sept. 23 in 
St. Christopher’s Church Hall.  Registration will be 
from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. each evening.  Boys in grades 
1 – 4 are welcome to join.  Cub Scouts is a fun, 
family oriented activity that lasts throughout the 
year.  Your son will make friends and memories that 
will last a lifetime!  For more information please 
contact Tracy Martinez at 568-0464. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

We congratulate Frank &  Mary Scelza who are 
celebrating 60 years of marriage this weekend.  We 
join with their family and friends in 
offering our sincere congratulations, 
along with our prayers for God’s 
blessing on them and their loved ones. 

FOOD BANK 
During the past few months, we have 
seen a large increase in requests for 
assistance from the St. Christopher/
South Congregational Food Bank.  

Non-perishable food items, such as those listed 
below, are desperately needed. 
 

 Soup Baked Beans 
 Cereals Beef Stew 
 Peanut Butter Tuna 
 Canned Vegetables Spaghetti Sauce 
 Pasta 
 

Anyone who is interested in volunteering their time 
to provide assistance at our Food Bank is asked to 
call the parish office at 568-5240.  Thank you for 
your support! 


