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538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673
E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara
Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASS'T.
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Maria Sousa — 895-8692

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sandra Bonfiglio, Martha Gaudreau
and Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

Website: www.stchris-eh.org

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the
preceding Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Alice Gosselin — 568-5001

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Ellen Rudzis — 289-5598

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL
NOVENA
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

BAPTISMS and PRE-BAPTISM
PROGRAM

By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles
- 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

COORDINATOR OF EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Cathy Reynolds — 214-9287

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
and TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE
COMMITTEE
Phil Gosselin — 568-5001
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Sixteenth
Sunday in
Ordinary Time

July 20, 2008

“Those who are just must be kind.”
—Wisdom 12:19

Mass SS=g for the
Tntentioris L8 fWeeﬁ

Saturday, July 19 —4:30 p.m.
Elizabeth Boudreau
(Marie & Ray)

Sunday, July 20 - 8:00 a.m.
Marjorie Parent
(Jean-Luc & Laurette Belanger)

Sunday, July 20 - 10:30 am.
Gennaro “Jerry” Viglione
(Betty Doyle & Family)

Monday, July 21 —7:30 am.
Henry Bourque
(Joanne & Ronald Cloutier)

Tuesday, July 22 —7:30 a.m.
Jeannine Belliveau
(Jean-Luc & Laurette Belanger)

Wednesday, July 23 —7:30 am.
Paul E. Franklin
(Wife Claire)

Thursday, July 24 —7:30 am.
Henry Bourque
(Joanne & Ronald Cloutier)

Saturday, July 26 —4:30 p.m.
Pauline Therrien (Family)

Sunday, July 27 - 8:00 am.
Bob Connors - 4th Anniversary
(Wife Bev)

Sunday, July 27 - 10:30 am.
Catherine R. Claffey - Sth Anniversary
(Husband & Family)

OUR TITHING PARISH
Weekly Collection (July 13):  $6,392
Same Sunday in 2007: $7,071

Many thanks for your generous support of our
parish! Together, we make St. Christopher’s
the vibrant and welcoming faith community
Christ callsusto be.

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

FREE WILL
We have nothing of our own but our will. It isthe
one thing that God has so placed in our own power
that we can make an offering of it.

--St. John Vianney

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a
person took and sowed in a field. It is the smallest of
all the seeds, yet when fully grown it is the largest of
plants.”
Matthew 13:31, 32

Y ou should never be discouraged by a seeming lack
of resources. Your smallest gifts and acts of
kindness joined with God can have a great impact.
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The candle in the church burns this week

in Loving Memory of
Llewellyn McPherson
(Requested by Wife)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for

The People of
St. Christopher’s

For information about scheduling a dedication, please call
the parish office at 568-5240.
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ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The next gathering of the members of the Adult
Socia Club will be the annual summer picnic which
will be held on Monday, August 4 at 5:00 p.m. in
the church hal. To help defray the cost of the
hamburgers, hotdogs, ice cream and beverages, a
$5.00 per person donation will be accepted at the
door. All members are being contacted in order to
coordinate the additional food items needed for the
picnic. Please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029 with
any questions.

KNOWING GOD
Knowing God is not so much a question of opening a
book and reading about God, but of opening the
heart and loving God.
— Anonymous

Please pray for:

IN Rev. Msgr. Robert Bergin
MEMORIAM Robert G. Donahue

L Robert Donovan

Rev. John Rikteraitis

THE MERCY, POWER,

AND LOVE OF GOD
The first reading today, from the book of Wisdom,
makes its point over and over, at least five times in
five verses! God is mighty, but lenient to all. God®
power is shown in kindness and clemency, not in
harshness and condemnation, and those who govern
God® people must govern in the same way, with
kindness. This loving kindness and gentleness is not
contrary to God® might, but is a direct result of
God® primacy over al. Who are we, then, to judge
what is in the hearts of our fellow Christians and all
people, when God commands justice with love and
clemency?

Likewise, the Holy Spirit makes up for our
ignorance of what we need, speaking in a language
we do not yet understand. But God knows our needs
before we do, understands the intercessions of the
Spirit, and helps us in our weakness. This is our
hope: God®mercy, power, and love.

(c) Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT
OUR PARISH SCHOOL

Funding
undi
Factory-

Even though St. Christopher School is closed
for summer break, they are still collecting empty
laser and inkjet cartridges and used cell phones
from the community and sending them to the
Funding Factory Recycling Program in
exchange for cash. All proceeds are used to
support our technology program. Please help us
by donating your used cartridges and cell
phones. A blue collection bin has been placed
in the church wing for your convenience. Thank
you for your assistance! If you have any
questions please contact Sharon Walker at
461-2050.

P
SIAC

Parish families who purchase gift cards through
this program can help raise thousands of dollars
per year for our parish school -- without
spending an additional penny!! Please see one
of our volunteers who are available after every
Mass on every weekend. Thank you for your
support!

St. Christopher
Students Recycle!

Gift Card
Fundraising Program

Would you throw away a dime?
Box Tops for Education coupons
help to support our parish school.
Coupons can be deposited into the k=
collection box in the church hall or in the
weekly collection basket. Thank you!

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE - by Bud Ozar
Parents plant values in their children anticipating
the tiny seeds of honesty, respect, commitment and
fidelity. These values learned in the home, will
grow with our child and become "a safe haven" to
many.



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - July 20, 2008

Page 3

GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Matthew 13:24-43

There are a couple of interesting points about the
parable of Jesus in today’s Gospel. Oneisthat when
He was asked where the weeds came from Jesus
replied: “An enemy has done this.” He doesn’t tell
us why God has enemies; he simply takes it as afact.
Heis arealist, not a dreamy eyed idealist. To take a
realistic view of life we ssimply must begin with the
facts — evil exists and it comes from people who
have chosen in small matters or great ones to disobey
or to defy God. It may not make any sense to us, but
we simply must take it as a fact of life. People, of
their own free will, choose to disobey or defy God
and do things quite apart from him. In the world of
human choices, things are not as they ought to be,
things are quite apart from what God intended them
to be. The price of human freedom of choice is
terribly costly, not only to us, but to God. Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, had to pay that price.

Why, we ask, doesn’'t God simply pull up all of
evil's weeds? Why doesn't God, with fire and
brimstone, simply blast evil off the face of the earth?
WEell, that’s easy to ask, but suppose God did, what
would happen? What would happen to each one of
us? Aren't we al a mixture of good and evil?
Wouldn't we get caught up on the firestorm of evil’s
destruction?

The second point is that so very often what is evil
appears to be good, and what is good appears to be
evil. We can’t completely sort it out, only God can.

In today’s parable Jesus speaks of weeds called
darnel. At the beginning of the growing process
darnel looksjust like wheat. It'sonly as harvest time
approaches that the difference between the two
becomes apparent.

Isn't that true when it comes to the great
enterprises that we human beings begin? It's only
after the passage of time that we see what’s really
good and what'’ s really bad in our relationships, even
our marriages. And the same principle applies in so
many areas of our lives. Everything has something
wrong within it. We certainly know that’s true in

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights - continued)

our own Church, in our nation, in our world, and in
our own personal lives.

There are no “quick-fix” or easy solutions.
Patience and forbearance are necessary, and to have
patience and forbearance one must have faith. This
iIswhat Jesusis calling usto have —faith in his
heavenly Father’s plan, faith in his heavenly
Father’ s ultimate ways of dealing with us and with
our world. We have to believe in God’ s goodness
and believe in Hislove for all that is good in our
world.

Isn’t that the faith Jesus had when he suffered
his agony in the Garden of Gethsemani and as he
hung dying on the cross? The Evil One tempted
him to despair, tempted him to go over to the dark
side. But Jesus remained steadfast, confident that
in the end, at harvest time, his Father in heaven
would harvest the good wheat and burn the darnel.
Dying, Jesus handed over hisfate to his Father in
heaven.

It isastrange world we live in. But at the same
timeit isabeautiful world, a beautiful world filled
with beautiful, wonderful, and even heroic people.
The miracle is that goodness and love have
survived evil’s onslaught.

What isthe vision in which we live? Do we
really have faith in our heavenly Father? Today,
once again, Jesus invites usto sharein hisvision, in
his hope, and in hisfaith that in the end God will
bring good out of evil.

— The Liturgy Committee

4 00 6090 o
¥ %50 dodo

The kingdom of heaven is like
a farmer who sowed good seed
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“40 DAYS FOR LIFE” CAMPAIGN

St. Christopher Church will be joining with
parishes all around the country and the world! A
“40 Days for Life” Campaign will be conducted
from September 24 - November 2, 2008. Our day
will be Tuesday, October 7, 2008. St. Christopher
Church will be engaged in 24 hours of perpetual
adoration in our church building. We wish to get 2
people per hour to be at St. Christopher Church to
pray for an end to abortion and for a renewed
reverence for life. Also, we need at least 2 people
per hour to pray outside the abortion clinic in
Hartford between the hours of 6:00 am and 6:00
pm. If you would be willing to be part of this
wonderful campaign of peaceful and prayerful
solidarity for life, please contact me with the times
you can pray for life. St. Christopher’sis a special
parish! | know we will step up and not break the
chain of 40 days of continuous prayer for life. All
will benefit from this powerful display of faith and
lovel Please spread the word!!! | can be reached
at 568-5001 or imgoose@msn.com.

Shalom,
Phil Gosselin

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING
AWARENESS WEEK
July 20 - 26

Natural Family Planning Awareness Week is a
national educational campaign sponsored by the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
The dates of Natural Family Planning Awareness
Week highlight the anniversary of the papal
encyclicalk Humanae Vitae (July 25) which
articulates Catholic beliefs about human sexuality,
conjugal love and responsible parenthood. The
dates also mark the feast of Saints Joachim and
Anne (July 26), the parents of the Blessed Mother.
For further information, please Vvisit
nfp@uscch.org. For Natural Family programs that
are available here in the Archdiocese of Hartford,
please contact the Family Life Office at (203)
230-2460 or go to www.hartfordflo.org.

BLOOD DRIVE

.

The 10" Annua Blood Drive in memory of
Bryan Judd and Paul Potkg will be held on Friday,
August 8, from 1:30 — 6:45 p.m. in the Church Hall.
The teens of our parish are sponsoring this drive to
keep a promise made 10 years ago that Bryan and
Paul will not be forgotten, and the best way to
remember their lives is to celebrate the gift of life by
giving blood. If you would like to make an
appointment, please call the American Red Cross at
1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-800-448-3543). Thank you in
advance for participating in this life-saving endeavor.

SO YOU WANT TO BE A
GODPARENT OR
CONFIRMATION SPONSOR?

One of the most disappointing events that can occur
is when you have been asked to be a godparent or a
confirmation sponsor and you find out that you are
not eligible because you have not received the

sacrament of Confirmation.

If you are 18 years of age or older, a baptized
Catholic who has received your First Communion
but have not been confirmed, you can attend six
sessions of adult education classes and then celebrate
the Sacrament of Confirmation on Monday, October
20, 2008 in the chapel at the Archdiocesan Center at
St. Thomas Seminary at 7:30 p.m. with registration
at 6:30 p.m.

Classes will be held at St. Thomas Seminary in
Bloomfield on Tuesdays (9/9, 9/16, 9/23, 9/30, 10/7,
10/14) from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. or on Thursdays (9/11,
9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/16) from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.
at St. Joan of Arc in Hamden.

Thereisa$15 book fee that is payable at the time
of registration.

If you are interested in registering for either of
these classes, you may call the parish office at
568-5240 to obtain the registration form. Additional
information can be found at www.orehartford.org.



