


ST. CHRISTOPHER CHURCH – 538 BREWER STREET, EAST HARTFORD, CT 06118 PAGE 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Sunday 
of Easter  

 

March 30, 2008 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 29 – April 6, 2008 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, March 29 – 4:30 p.m. 
Douglas Fillatti – 5th Anniversary 

(Mom & Kathie) 
 

Sunday, March 30 - 10:30 a.m. 
Richard Bour ie 

(Members of the Liturgy Committee) 
 

Monday, March 31 – 7:30 a.m. 
Frank Mangiagli (The Traynor Family) 

 

Tuesday, April 1 – 7:30 a.m. 
Rev. Thomas P. Quinn 

 

Wednesday, April 2 – 7:30 a.m. 
Special Intention for  

Rosemary Murak &  Dr . Kevin Dinowitz 
 

Thursday, April 3 – 7:30 a.m. 
Rev. Chester  A. Bieluch 

 

Friday, April 4 – 7:30 a.m. 
John &  Louise Olinatz (Children) 

 

Saturday, April 5 – 4:30 p.m. 
Mar ia Figueiredo 

(Angelina Nunes & Family) 
 

Sunday, April 6 - 8:00 a.m. 
Char les Bernard – In Memory of His Bir thday 

(Wife Cathy Bernard) 
 

Sunday, April 6 - 10:30 a.m. 
Elise Bosco 

(Sister, Mary Harden & Family) 

 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 

 Weekly Collection (March 23): $ 10,414 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $   7,514 
 

 Many thanks for your generous support of our 
parish!  Together, we make St. Christopher’s 
the vibrant and welcoming faith community 
Christ calls us to be. 

 

 with Gratitude, 
 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 
 

 

THANK YOU 
 

The Holy Week and Easter celebrations were well 
attended.  My sincere thanks to all who helped to 
make these celebrations so powerful and prayerful!  
Special thanks to Deacon Bill Gilles for all his 
assistance and to Carol Waterman, the cantors, and 
the adult and children’s choirs for the beautiful way 
in which they carried out their ministry.  The music 
added so much to the prayerful spirit of the liturgies.  
Thanks also to the Altar Committee and our 
custodian, Roger Dube, for the wonderful job they did 
in beautifying our church; to Sarah Poirier for sharing  
her artistic talent by decorating our liturgical boards 
and to all the others who participated in special 
ministries – Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, 
Altar Servers, Ushers and Counters – we offer our 
sincere thanks! 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
 

We wish to thank Sandy Bonfiglio and Phil Gosselin 
for the fantastic job they did in coordinating the 
Living Stations of the Cross; Charleen Miele and the 
choir for sharing their musical talents with us all; and 
the actors and readers for their willingness to 
participate in this presentation.  A great job by all! 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
 

Thanks to all of you for your generosity to the Easter 
collection, to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal and to 
the other requests for financial assistance which are 
presented to our parish.  Your kindness and willing 
giving are signs of real faith and concern for others. 
 

  in the joy of our Risen Lord, 
 

  Fr. Curran 
 

 

Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 
hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not 
be unbelieving, but believe." Thomas answered and said to 
him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you 
come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed." - John 20:27-29 
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THE DIVINE MERCY MESSAGE 
Today is Divine Mercy Sunday.  Every year this feast day 
falls on the Octave of Easter (the Sunday immediately 
following Easter).  The message of The Divine Mercy is 
simple.  It is that God loves us — all of us, and He wants 
us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so 
that we will call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, 
and let it flow through us to others.  Thus, all will come 
to share His joy. 
 

The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind 
simply by remembering ABC: 
 

A - Ask for  His Mercy.  God wants us to approach Him 
in prayer constantly, repenting of our sins and asking 
Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon the whole 
world. 
 

B - Be merciful.  God wants us to receive His mercy and 
let it flow through us to others.  He wants us to extend 
love and forgiveness to others just as He does to us. 
 

C - Completely trust in Jesus.  God wants us to know 
that the graces of His mercy are dependent upon our trust.  
The more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive. 
 

We invite you to take home a Divine Mercy prayer card 
which can be found at the entrances to the church. 

 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS  

 

WELCOME 
 

We joyfully welcome Vern Barrow to the Body of Christ 
and to the Community of St. Christopher.  He 
successfully completed the Period of Purification and 
Enlightenment in the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults. 
 Vern now enters the Period of Mystagogia in the 
RCIA during which he will reflect on the graces he has 
received.  Please continue to pray for Vern, and welcome 
him at Mass. 

 
ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, April 7 at 
1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our guest will be Cathy 
Aboumrad, a St. Christopher parishioner.  Cathy will 
speak about the Barnard House Residential Program in 
Hartford, one of the recipients of our Hearts and Hands 
program.  Refreshments will be served.  If you have any 
questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 

 
 

On March 9, 2008 Archbishop Henry Mansell 
presented 212 parishioners of Catholic churches 
within the Hartford Archdiocese with a Saint 
Joseph Medal of Appreciation.  I was honored to 
be one of the 212.  We also received a Saint 
Joseph stickpin which I wear with pride.  I thank 
Archbishop Mansell and Father Curran and many 
of you for the honor I received.  Parishioners of 
St. Christopher Church have been very generous 
in supporting and assisting with the preparation 
and delivery of the holiday food boxes for the 
South Congregation-St. Christopher Food Bank 
and in their donations of gifts and their help in 
sorting, packing and delivering for the Hearts & 
Hands endeavor. 
 Thank you for supporting our Social Action 
ministry. One person could not have 
accomplished this alone. 
  God bless! 
 

 Kay McNamara 
 
 

FOOD BANK 
On Holy Thursday, March 20, the food boxes for 
Easter were packed by the following people: 
 
Melissa Bush Kelsey Sobestanovich 
Bev Connors Ed Tash 
Eleanor & Dick Domler Sara Truszkowski 
Kevin Hadyka Charlotte Turner 
Mac McCarthy Bob & Debby Wood 
Velma Piela 
 
After the perishable items – bread, eggs, hams, 
margarine, milk – were packed along with Easter 
candy baskets for family members between the 
ages of 2 and 12, the following people delivered 
the boxes: 
 
Sam Boccaccio Peggy & George Schoen 
Nancy Fitzgerald Grace Schaefer 
Walter Forrest Bob & Debby Wood 
Kevin Hadyka Rose Yergeau 
Gayle Juliano  
 
Thanks to all who so generously supplied food, 
candy, monetary donations, and those who helped 
pack and deliver the boxes.  Thank you and 
God Bless! 



WEBSITE:  WWW.STCHRIS-EH.ORG        E-MAIL:  STCHRIS-EH@SBCGLOBAL.NET PAGE 3 
 

GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Second Sunday of Easter – John 20:19-31 

 

Today’s Scripture readings are a great summary of the 
whole Christian experience.  The resurrection of Jesus as 
Lord is not something Jesus’  disciples seem to have 
anticipated, still less “ rigged” .  As the Gospel opens we 
can almost feel the air of despondency and fear which 
overwhelms them as they sit huddled together behind 
locked doors in that house.  They were collaborators with 
Jesus, the executed rabble rouser, and it is not impossible 
that they will meet a similar fate.  A potential rebellion 
must be nipped in the bud. 

 
Then, all of a sudden and totally unexpectedly, Jesus 

is there before them.  In case there is any doubt he shows 
them his hands and side which had been pierced with 
nails.  At the same time he says, “Peace with you” .  It is 
both a statement and a wish.  On the one hand, it is the 
normal Jewish greeting of ‘Shalom’ .  On the other hand, it 
is the fulfillment of a promise made at the Last Supper.  
He said he would give them a peace which no one could 
take away from them whatever trials they might meet in 
being his followers.  That promise extends also to us.  
Whenever Jesus is truly with us and we are with him, 
there will be peace. 

 
The disciples are overcome with joy.  The 

unbelievable has happened.  Jesus is still with them.  This 
also is a promise made at the Last Supper.  “ In a little 
while you will see me no more, and then after a little 
while you will see me” (16:16)...  “ I will see you again 
and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy”  
(16:22).  Their joy, like their peace, will be enduring. 

 
Then comes the mission.  “As the Father sent me, so 

am I sending you.”   Two things are being said here.  
Firstly, the mission that was given to Jesus by his Father 
is now being passed on to them (US).  They (WE) are to 
do exactly the same work as Jesus did, proclaim the same 
message, announce the same vision.  And they (WE) will 
do that by the way they (WE) live their (OUR) lives as a 
group.  It is essentially a corporate mission. 

 
Secondly, that mission is an essential part of their 

(OUR) discipleship.  They (WE) are not only to live like 
Jesus, they (WE) are to draw others to share their (OUR) 
own experience of knowing and loving Jesus and being 
loved by him.  It would not be enough for them (US) to 
live such a life for themselves (OURSELVES), for their 
(OUR) own future with God.  Thank God they carried out 
that mission and that is why we can be together today to 
celebrate in this Eucharist.  Will we carry out the same 
mission for those that will come after us? 

 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
 

He then “confirms”  them in their mission.  He 
breathes on them, saying: “Receive the Holy Spirit.  
For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.”   It 
would be wrong to see here simply the “ institution”  of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  There is a wider 
meaning here.  They are to be filled with Spirit, the 
life of God.  This is the significance of Jesus breathing 
on them.  It is reminiscent of God breathing life into 
the mud of the earth and forming the first human 
being.  Here there is a new creation.  The Christian is 
called by Paul a “new person” , a “new creation” .  This 
new person is one inspired by the very spirit of God 
and so becomes trans-formed with a new vision and a 
new energy, a vision and energy to be passed on to 
others. 

 
The forgiveness that Jesus speaks of is not just the 

wiping away of sins but a deep reconciliation of 
people with God and with each other.  This is the 
disciples’  mission: to bring people together as 
brothers and sisters and children of one God.  This is 
the goal of the Kingdom.  This is what makes the 
Kingdom.  This is also our goal. 

 
We are told that, for some reason, one of the 

disciples, Thomas, was not present on this occasion.  
The reason is not important.  What is important is his 
encounter with the Risen Jesus.  He refuses to believe 
that the Lord has been among his companions.  He 
wants to see with his own eyes irrefutable proof.  And 
so, eight days later, that is, today, the Sunday after 
Easter, they are all assembled together, again behind 
locked doors.  Suddenly there is Jesus with them 
wishing them Peace. 

 
He immediately addresses Thomas telling him to 

examine as much as he likes.  “Put your fingers here; 
look, here are my hands.”   And then the admonition: 
“Doubt no longer but believe.”   Thomas is overcome 
with emotion.  He falls to his knees in worship, “My 
Lord and my God!”   This is, of course, the supreme 
act of faith.  No one in the whole Gospel has 
addressed Jesus like this.  Jesus says: “Happy are 
those who have not seen and yet believe.”   The words 
are addressed less to Thomas himself than to all those 
who never knew Jesus before the resurrection.  They 
are addressed to us. 
 
 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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SANCTUARY LAMPS 

 
The candle in the church burns this week 

 

In Loving Memory of 
Felicia &  Joseph Chesery 

(Madeline & Santo Cassarino) 
 

The candle in the chapel burns this week 
 

In Memory of Gordon Gilles 
Brother of Deacon William Gilles 

(Requested by St. Christopher Parish Family) 
 

For information on scheduling a weekly 
dedication, please call the Parish Office at 568-
5240. 
 
 

MUCHOS GRASCIAS! 
Have we got a great parish, or what?  Many 
thanks to all the wonderful people who 
participated in this year’s Living Stations!  
Usually Sandy Bonfiglio sends in this bulletin 
announcement and obviously she never thanks 
herself, so this year I wanted to beat her to the 
punch.  As I’m sure most of you know, Sandy is 
the brains behind this operation and her input and 
presence are invaluable!  There are too many to 
thank by name, but I would like to extend my 
sincere gratitude to Jim Soby for his spirit-filled 
portrayal of Jesus.  Thank you to all who came 
out to witness this beautiful St. Christopher 
tradition! 
 Shalom, 
 

 Phil Gosselin 
 
 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Additional donations were received 
in memory of the following people: 
 

Pia & Vincent Bertone 
Paul & Vera Briggs 
Richard Briggs 
Carolann Cusmano 
Deceased Members of the Scelza Family 
Carmen C. Zocco & Steven R. Zocco 
 

They will be remembered in the Masses of the 
Easter season.  May God grant them eternal life. 

NEW DAY PROGRAM 
In his book Everything Belongs, Richard Rohr says of 
grief, “ It should be the work of Christians who believe 
in the paschal mystery to help people when they are 
being led into the darkness and the void.  The believer 
has to tell those in pain that this is not forever; there is a 
light and you will see it.  This isn’ t all there is.”   As 
believers, we place our hope and trust in each new day. 

If you are experiencing darkness and grief because 
of the loss of a loved one, we can offer a ray of light in 
a parish-based grief support program called New Day.  
Held in the Parish Center, trained parishioners will 
facilitate weekly sessions for 10 weeks beginning 
Monday, April 7 from 7:00 - 8:30 PM.  By listening, 
offering support and understanding, and holding your 
grief with you in confidence, we can help you move 
through your grief.  The fee of $15.00 is solely for the 
cost of the guide book.  To register or to learn more 
about this program, please contact Marie Beaulier at 
569-6436. 

– Toni Amberg, Bereavement Coordinator 
 
 

 
 

Do you have your  tickets for  
St. Chr istopher ’s Annual Auction? 

 

St. Christopher School is proud to announce its 9th 
Annual Auction on Saturday, April 5, 2008 in Murphy 
Hall at St. Christopher School.  The evening begins at 
5:30 p.m.  WTIC AM’s, Ray Dunaway will once again 
be our guest auctioneer.  If history repeats itself, there 
will be a good time for all with fine food, drink and lots 
of great items to bid on during both the live and silent 
auctions.  You’ ll be able to find vacation getaways to 
Vermont and to the Cape, autographed sports items like 
a photo of Derek Jeter and a New York Giants’  
football, gift certificates to stores and restaurants, 
tickets to sporting events, and much, much more.  You 
can preview our catalog by visiting 
www.saintchrisauction.cmarket.com.  We encourage 
you to visit the site each week to see what’s new. 
 

This is an adults-only event.  The cost is $25.00 per 
person or $45.00 per couple (cost includes chef-
prepared food and beverages).  There will also be a 
50/50 raffle.  It’ s a great night out.  So, mark your 
calendar now and don’ t miss out on the fun!  For 
reservations, please call Bridget Cooke at 569-1110 or 
Carol Jablonski at 568-4126.  We hope to see you 
there! 


