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Easter  Sunday: 
The Resurrection of 

the Lord 
 

March 23, 2008 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
March 23 - 30, 2008 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, March 23 - 8:00 a.m. 
Anna Barone – 3rd Anniversary 

(Family) 
 

Gerry Mar tin – 6th Anniversary 
(Wife Jan & Family) 

 

Sunday, March 23 - 10:30 a.m. 
Dinis Leonardo 
(Wife & Family) 

 

Tuesday, March 25 – 7:30 a.m. 
Mar ia Pasternak (Family) 

 

Wednesday, March 26 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 

Thursday, March 27 – 7:30 a.m. 
Thomas T. McNamara (Family) 

 

Friday, March 28 – 7:30 a.m. 
Joseph Bar isano (Family) 

 

Saturday, March 29 – 4:30 p.m. 
Douglas Fillatti – 5th Anniversary 

(Mom & Kathie) 
 

Sunday, March 30 - 10:30 a.m. 
Richard Bour ie 

(Members of the Liturgy Committee) 
 
 
 

Please note:  There will be no daily Mass on 
Monday, March 24. 
 

 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 

 Weekly Collection (March 16): $  8,626 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $  8,701 
 

 My personal thanks for your generous 
support of our parish.  By sharing your time, 
talent and treasure, you enable us to further 
the mission of bringing Christ to our 
families, our young people, our community 
and our world! 

 

 with Gratitude, 
 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 
 
 
 

Alleluia!  The Lord Jesus is Risen! 
 

 
 
 

Lord Jesus, 
this holy Sunday, 
we celebrate the greatest of all days: 
the day your resurrection changed the world. 
In conquering death, you brought us eternal life. 
In conquering sin, 
you reconciled God and humankind. 
In forgiving your enemies, 
you conquered hatreds. 
In submitting to your Father's will, 
you conquered pride. 
In our own lives, help us to always see that death 
is not the end of all things, but a beginning. 
That living for God is the beginning 
of new joys in life. 
That forgiving enemies is not a weakness, 
but a strength. 
That submitting to God's will is not a yoke 
to be feared, but a cross to be embraced, 
and a crown to be gained. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

On behalf of Deacon Bill 
and our  par ish staff, 

I  wish you and your  family a 
blessed Easter . 

 

Yours in the Risen Chr ist, 
 

Fr . Curran 
 

Then the angel said to the women in reply, "Do not be afraid! I 
know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for 
he has been raised just as he said. Come and see the place where 
he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been 
raised from the dead, and he is going before you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.' Behold, I have told you." - Matthew 28:5-7 
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ARCHBISHOP’S 
ANNUAL APPEAL 

Thank you to our parish families who 
have already made a gift or pledge 
commitment to the 2008 Archbishop’s 

Annual Appeal.  This is an opportunity for us to help 
the many charitable programs administered in the 
community that no single parish can operate on its own. 
 Please participate in the Appeal to the best of your 
ability.  Pray for its success and let us remember God’s 
love for us and the grace and blessings of sharing that 
which we have with others. 
 Extra Appeal packets are available on the tables at 
the main entrance of the church for those who did not 
receive one in the mail. 
 
 

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES 
The Credo Catholic Singles will meet again on 
Tuesday, March 25 in St. Christopher’s Church Hall for 
their monthly gathering of prayer, reflection and 
conversation with fellow Credo members.  It’ s an 
evening of listening, learning and sharing in order to 
deepen our faith and experience of God.  Andrea M. 
who has an MA in Spirituality and is completing 
training in Spiritual Direction at the Mercy Center in 
Madison will lead the program.  We invite Catholics 
who are single, widowed or divorced to join us.  For 
more information, please call Harriet at 203-248-3184 
or visit www.credocath.com. 
 
 

PRAYER TREE NETWORK 
Our Prayer Tree Network, comprised of 60+ members, 
is available to receive your prayer requests.  All prayer 
requests are handled with care and in a confidential 
manner.  To request prayers, please call our Prayer Tree 
coordinator, Bev Connors, at 432-1530 or send an 
e-mail to bcrc2@hotmail.com.  Messages are checked 
daily. 
 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, April 7 at 
1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our guest will be Cathy 
Aboumrad, a St. Christopher parishioner.  Cathy will 
speak about the Barnard House Residential Program in 
Hartford, one of the recipients of our Hearts and Hands 
program.  Refreshments will be served.  If you have 
any questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 

  
SANCTUARY LAMPS 

 
 

The candle in the church burns this week 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Thomas T. McNamara 
(Requested by Family) 

 
The candle in the chapel burns this week 

 

In Thanksgiving for  the 
Lord’s Resurrection 

 
For information on scheduling a weekly dedication, 
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240. 

 
 

NEW DAY PROGRAM 
In his book Everything Belongs, Richard Rohr says 
of grief, “ It should be the work of Christians who 
believe in the paschal mystery to help people when 
they are being led into the darkness and the void.  
The believer has to tell those in pain that this is not 
forever; there is a light and you will see it.  This 
isn’ t all there is.”   As believers, we place our hope 
and trust in each new day. 

If you are experiencing darkness and grief 
because of the loss of a loved one, we can offer a 
ray of light in a parish-based grief support program 
called New Day.  Held in the Parish Center, trained 
parishioners will facilitate weekly sessions for 10 
weeks beginning Monday, April 7 from 7:00 - 8:30 
PM.  By listening, offering support and 
understanding, and holding your grief with you in 
confidence, we can help you move through your 
grief.  The fee of $15.00 is solely for the cost of the 
guide book.  To register or to learn more about this 
program, please contact Marie Beaulier at 
569-6436. 

 

– Toni Amberg, Bereavement Coordinator 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
The monthly Children’s Liturgy 
will be celebrated next Sunday, 
March 30 at 10:30 a.m.  All are 
invited!  Refreshments and 
fellowship will follow in the 
Church Hall. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Easter Sunday:  The Resurrection of the Lord 

John 20:1-9 
 

Our Easter celebrations form the heart of our 
Christian living.  Our faith is deeply rooted and finds 
its real meaning in the resurrection of Jesus.  St Paul 
says that, if Christ is not risen, then all our believing 
is in vain.  Easter, however, is not only concerned 
with recalling the resurrection of Jesus or its impact 
on the first disciples but also with the meaning of this 
event for our own lives and for our faith.  The 
celebration of Easter (and the days of Holy Week 
leading up to it) is a call for us to change – and 
perhaps change radically – as Jesus’  own disciples 
changed. 

 

The sign that we are truly sharing in the risen life 
of Jesus is that our lives and our behavior undergo a 
constant development.  We not only believe, we not 
only proclaim but we do what we believe and what 
we proclaim. 

 

The theme of today’s Mass includes both 
proclamation and witness.  In the Gospel we have the 
experience of the empty tomb as the sign of Jesus’  
resurrection to life.  Mary Magdalene saw the stone 
rolled back (it was so heavy; who could have 
managed to do such a thing?) and she went running to 
the disciples.  The “disciple whom Jesus loved”  went 
with Peter.  They ran to the tomb and, although the 
“beloved disciple”  got there first, out of deference, he 
let Peter go in before him.  They saw, they understood 
and they believed.  Up to that moment, the Gospel 
says, “ they had failed to understand the teaching of 
scripture [i.e.  of the Old Testament] that he must rise 
from the dead” . 

 

It is important, however, to be aware that the 
Resurrection is not simply the resuscitation of the 
body of Jesus which died on the Cross.  No one SAW 
the resurrection because there was nothing to SEE.  
The crucifixion is a historical event; the resurrection 
is a faith event.  The Risen Jesus enters a completely 
new way of living.  The post-Resurrection texts all 
indicate that; he is not recognized at first by even his 
intimate friends, he is everywhere that his disciples 
happen to be and his new Body, the means of his 
being visibly present among us, is the community of 
his disciples.  We are, quite literally, from that time 
the Body of Christ. 

 

(continued in the next page) 

 
(Gospel Insights – continued) 

 

We see the beginnings of this in the second half of 
today’s Gospel.  Peter and the “beloved disciple”  
went back to their companions to tell them of their 
discovery.  But Mary Magdalene stayed behind.  She 
was distraught.  Her beloved Master was not only 
dead, his body was now missing.  In the tomb she saw 
two angels, representing God’s presence, who asked 
her why she was crying. 

 

At that very moment, she turned and saw Jesus 
but did not recognize him.  This is a constant feature 
of post-Resurrection apparitions.  Jesus is not 
recognized; he looks just like an ordinary person, any 
person.  In this case, Mary thinks he is the gardener 
and wonders if he is the one who has taken away the 
body of Jesus.  The Gospel tells us that Jesus was 
buried in a ‘garden’ .  It was in a garden that the 
original Fall took place.  Redemption also begins in a 
garden. 

 

The celebration of Easter reminds us that we have 
the same mission as Peter and Mary Magdalene and 
the other disciples of Jesus.  Easter calls for a radical 
conversion, a radical purging on our part.  In the 
celebration of the Passover, the Jews used to throw 
out all the leavened bread they had and replace it with 
freshly baked unleavened bread.  We are to do the 
same in our lives. 

 

 Jesus and the way of life he proposes is the 
yardstick by which people are to measure themselves 
– not just as Christians but as human beings.  To 
attach oneself totally to the Way of Jesus, a way of 
Truth and Life, is to bring about a deep reconciliation 
with God and with all our brothers and sisters.  It is to 
bring freedom, justice and peace into our world and 
prepare us for the day when we all become one in our 
Creator God, the Father of Truth and Compassionate 
Love. 

– The Liturgy Committee 
 
 

OPERATION RICE BOWL 
The Rice Bowls are still being 
collected.  Please deposit them in the 
special container near the baptismal 
font by March 30.  We thank all those 
who participated in the Rice Bowl 
program during Lent. 
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LENTEN REFLECTIONS 

We extend our appreciation to Charleen Miele who 
prepared our weekly Lenten Reflections.  Charleen 
did a wonderful job providing us with special 
prayers and activities that helped us to become 
closer to God during our Lenten journey. 
 
 

TEEN VIGIL 
The Vigil Mass next Saturday, 
March 29 will be the third of four 
Teen Vigils that will be celebrated 
this school year.  These Teen 

Vigils are designed to encourage the teens of our 
parish to take an active role in the ministries at the 
Mass; such as proclaiming the word, leading us in 
song, etc.  Let us embrace the involvement and 
faithfulness of our teens. 
 
 

WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 
The Women’s Auxiliary of Saint Francis Hospital 
and Medical Center is conducting its annual 
Membership Drive now through April 14, 2008.  
Nearly every part of the Saint Francis Hospital and 
Medical Center has been touched by the charitable 
members of the Women's Auxiliary.  We have 
given more than $300,000 to “New Beginnings 
Family Birth Care Center,”  $50,000 to “Wound 
Healing Therapy,”  $5,200 to “Children’s 
Behavioral Health Program” and $11,000 to “St. 
Francis’  Food Bank” . 
 Please help us help Saint Francis by becoming a 
part of this proud tradition.  Yearly membership is 
only $10.  To learn more about membership, please 
contact me at 568-6925, the Auxiliary office at 
714-4558 or visit www.stfranciscare.org. 
 Please join us. 

– Jo Picone 
Your Parish Representative 

 
 

DISCOVER MERCY HIGH SCHOOL 
Please join us for Discover Mercy on Saturday, 
March 29 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.  The 
program is open to 6th and 7th grade girls and their 
parents.  Activities, Food and Fun!!!!  For more 
information, please visit the Mercy High School 
website at www.mercyhigh.com or call 860- 
346-6659. 

 

 
 

St. Chr istopher  School Presents 
Our  9th Annual Auction ~ Surfs Up 

with WTIC’s Ray Dunaway 
as Guest Auctioneer  

 

St. Christopher School is proud to announce its 9th 
Annual Auction on Saturday, April 5, 2008 in 
Murphy Hall at St. Christopher School.  The evening 
begins at 5:30 p.m.  WTIC AM’s, Ray Dunaway will 
once again be our guest auctioneer.  If history repeats 
itself, there will be a good time for all with fine food, 
drink and lots of great items to bid on during both the 
live and silent auctions.  You’ ll be able to find 
vacation getaways to Vermont and to the Cape, 
autographed sports items like a photo of Derek Jeter 
and a New York Giants’  football, gift certificates to 
stores and restaurants, tickets to sporting events, and 
much, much more.  You can preview our catalog by 
visiting www.saintchrisauction.cmarket.com.  We 
encourage you to visit the site each week to see 
what’s new. 
 

This is an adults-only event.  The cost is $25.00 per 
person or $45.00 per couple (cost includes chef-
prepared food and beverages).  There will also be a 
50/50 raffle.  It’ s a great night out.  So, mark your 
calendar now and don’ t miss out on the fun!  For 
reservations, please call Bridget Cooke at 569-1110 or 
Carol Jablonski at 568-4126.  We hope to see you 
there! 
 
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER 
STUDENTS 
RECYCLE! 

 
 
 

Students of Saint Christopher School have been 
earning money by participating in the Funding 
Factory Recycling Program. We collect empty laser 
and inkjet cartridges and used cell phones from the 
community and send them to the Funding Factory in 
exchange for cash.  All proceeds are used to support 
our technology program.  Please help us by donating 
your used cartridges and cell phones.  A blue 
collection bin has been placed in the church wing for 
your convenience.  Thank you for your assistance!  If 
you have any questions please contact Sharon Walker 
@ 461-2050. 


