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Palm Sunday
of the Lord’s Passion

March 16, 2008

"Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comesin
the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest." And when
he entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and asked,
"Who is this?" And the crowds replied, "This is Jesus the
prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee." - Matthew 21:9-11

Saturday, March 15 - 4:30 p.m.
John Grogan —In Memory of His Birthday
(Daughters)

Sunday, March 16 - 8:00 am.
Joseph Leonardo
(Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, March 16 - 10:30 am.
Claire McCarthy
(Friends from Claire’ s Book Club)

Monday, March 17 —7:30 am.
Bernard Corona— 26™ Anniversary
and Antoinette Corona
(Daughters)

Tuesday, March 18 — 7:30 am.
Rev. John Curry Gay

Wednesday, March 19 —7:30 am.
Joseph LaRosa
(The Tardiff Family)

Sunday, March 23 - 8:00 am.
Anna Barone—3'® Anniversary
(Family)

Gerry Martin —6™ Anniversary
(Wife Jan & Family)

Sunday, March 23 - 10:30 am.
Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)

Please pray for:

Marie Rita Burbank

OUR TITHING PARISH

Weekly Collection (March 9): $ 5,633
Same Sunday in 2007: $ 7,089

Your generosity to our parish is appreciated.
Many thanks for all you do to help our parish!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS

The candle in the church burns this week for

God’ s Peace and Blessings
for the Bourie Family
(Requested by Bev Connors)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for

The People of
St. Christopher’s Parish and School Family

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication, please
call the Parish Office at 568-5240.

ARCHBISHOP'S

ANNUAL APPEAL
The 2008 Archbishop’s Annua
Appeal has begun in our parish and
throughout our Archdiocese. We have
the opportunity to help those being served through our
many Archdiocesan programs including Catholic
Charities, Catholic and Religious Education, Pastoral

Life and Vocations.

If you'd like to make a gift, simply mail in the
pledge card you received from Archbishop Mansell this
past week. Extra Appeal packets are available on the
tables at the main entrance of the church for those who
did not receive one in the mail.

Our goa is to have as close to 100% parish
participation as we can. We hope you can help.



TELEPHONE: (860) 568-5240

FAX: (860) 568-0673
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SOUP AND STATIONS

We'd like to thank all who helped to make

our Lenten Soup and Stations such a

wonderful success. We thank those who

helped with setup and cleanup, those who

brought their favorite soups and bread to
share, those who attended, and we thank the children of
our parish who did a fantastic job leading us in the
Stations of the Cross. We aso thank those who so
generously gave monetary donations totaling $186. The
Parish Council voted unanimously to send these
donations to East Hartford Interfaith Ministries to be used
to support the needs of our town's Friendship Center
Soup Kitchen.

NEW DAY PROGRAM

In his book Everything Belongs, Richard Rohr says of
grief, “It should be the work of Christians who believe in
the paschal mystery to help people when they are being
led into the darkness and the void. The believer has to
tell those in pain that this is not forever; there is a light
and you will seeit. Thisisn't al thereis.” Asbelievers,
we place our hope and trust in each new day.

If you are experiencing darkness and grief because of
the loss of a loved one, we can offer a ray of light in a
parish-based grief support program called New Day.
Held in the Parish Center, trained parishioners will
facilitate weekly sessions for 10 weeks beginning
Monday, April 7 from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. By listening,
offering support and understanding, and holding your
grief with you in confidence, we can help you move
through your grief. The fee of $15.00 is solely for the
cost of the guide book. To register or to learn more about
this program, please contact Marie Beaulier at 569-6436.

— Toni Amberg, Bereavement Coordinator

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(RCIA)

The Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer
March 16 —10:30 a.m. Mass

In the Presentation of the Lord’'s Prayer, the Church
demonstrates to our Elect, Vern Barrow, how our Lord
has taught his followers to pray. Please continue to pray
for Vern aswe look forward with him to his full initiation
into the Catholic Church next weekend.

St. Christopher School Presents
Our 9" Annual Auction ~ Surfs Up
with WTIC’s Ray Dunaway
as Guest Auctioneer

St. Christopher School is proud to announce its 9™
Annual Auction on Saturday, April 5, 2008 in
Murphy Hall at St. Christopher School. The
evening begins a 5:30 pm. WTIC AM’s,
Ray Dunaway will once again be our guest
auctioneer. If history repeats itself, there will be a
good time for all with fine food, drink and lots of
great items to bid on during both the live and
silent auctions. You'll be able to find vacation
getaways to Vermont and to the Cape,
autographed sports items like a photo of Derek
Jeter and a New York Giants football, gift
certificates to stores and restaurants, tickets to
sporting events, and much, much more. You can
preview our catalog by visiting our auction
website at  www.saintchrisauction.cmarket.com.
Visit the site each week to see what is new.

This is an adults-only event. The cost is $25.00
per person or $45.00 per couple (cost includes
chef-prepared food and beverages). There will
also be a 50/50 raffle. It's a great night out. So,
mark your calendar now and don’t miss out on the
fun! For reservations, please call Bridget Cooke
at 569-1110 or Carol Jablonski at 568-4126. We
hope to see you there!

GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALE
Brownie Troop #327 comprised of girls in the
first and third grade at our parish school will be
holding a cookie sale after the 10:30 am. Mass on
Easter Sunday. All cookie flavors will be
available at $4.00 abox. All of the proceeds from
the cookie sale stay with the local Girl Scout
council that sponsors the sale, including a portion
that goes directly to the troop selling the cookies.
Councils use their cookie revenue to supply
essential services to troops, groups, and individual
girls, such as providing program resources and
communication support, training adult volunteers,
and conducting special events. Your support is
much appreciated!



WEBSITE. WWW.STCHRIS-EH.ORG

E-MAIL: STCHRIS-EH@SBCGLOBAL.NET
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Palm Sunday — Matthew 26:14-27:66

The theme of Holy Week and of today’s liturgy is
clear. What Jesus experiences for us is a manifestation
of God's overwhelming love for each one of us.
Further, by our identifying ourselves with the ‘ mystery’
of Jesus' suffering, death and resurrection, we ourselves
experience a great liberation, a ‘passover’ from various
forms of sin and endavement to a life of joy and
freedom. Certainly our celebration of Holy Week is not
just to be one of memories, or even just of thanks but of
entering, together with Jesus, into a new experience of
living. It is meant to be real and not merely religious,
pious and devotional make-believe.

Why did Jesus have to undergo suffering and death?
Basically, there were two reasons. One was political.
Jesus had become the object of hate and prejudice by
people who saw in him a threat to their religious
authority and political standing. He had to be got rid of
one way or another. But secondly, what happened was
all in accordance with the Father’s will. That is not to
say, as some people seem to imply, that God wanted to
kill Jesus and engineered everything to happen that
way. There are perfectly understandable reasons why
Jesus' behavior led to his suffering and death.

At the same time, this behavior was the result of
Jesus unconditional love for every person he met —
including his enemies. And Jesus love for everyone
was a mirror of the same love of the Father. It was a
love so intense that Jesus was ready to sacrifice his own
life for it. “Greater love than this no one has than to
lay down one’s life for one's friends.” And, we might
add, for those who have made us their enemies as well.

Today’s readings aso tell us that Jesus suffered.
And he redly did suffer. There are those who tend to
minimize the sufferings of Jesus because “after all, he
was the Son of God, he had a‘Divine Nature'.” Thisis
to deny one of the most central teachings of the New
Testament that Jesus was one hundred percent human
and, except for sin, shared our human experiences in
every way. In fact, as a particularly sensitive person, it
is likely that, when Jesus suffered, his pain was more
intense than that of others.

Jesus suffered obviously in his body and he
underwent pain that we associate with the more
barbaric forms of torture in our own day. But he aso

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

suffered psychologicaly and this pain may have
been even more intense. He saw his mission
collapse al around him in total failure. His
disciples had all, for the sake of their own skins,
taken off. Would anyone remember anything he
taught or did? There was, at this specia time of
need, a terrible loneliness. His disciples fell asleep
in the garden when he especially needed their
support. They ran off as soon as people came to
arrest Jesus. Even the Father seems to be silent, the
Father who could send legions of angels to rescue
him - but apparently did nothing. There is the final
poignant cry from the cross: “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?’

How did Jesus save us? Was it because he
suffered and died for us? Was it because he made
the ultimate sacrifice? Was it not because, in the
words of the Second Reading from Philippians, he
“emptied himself” totally and in so doing became
filled with the Spirit of his Father. He clung to
nothing; he let go of everything. (That is what we
find so hard.)

At the moment of his death, Matthew in today’s
Gospel reading says that Jesus “released the spirit”.
It isaway of saying that he breathed his last breath
and died. But it aso has the other meaning that the
life, sufferings and death of Jesus, when properly
understood, released a power into the world, the
power of the Spirit of God, a Spirit with which
Jesus himself was filled. Jesus' followers will soon
become filled with that Spirit also.

So, as we participate in the liturgy of Holy
Week, let us not concentrate simply on the
sufferings of Jesus as if there was something good
about suffering in itself. Those sufferings only have
meaning because they lead to resurrection, new life
and new joy. The pain and sufferings of our lives
are not the punishments of God,; still less are they to
be sought out. Suffering, pain, sickness are not in
themselves desirable.  They become, however,
sources of good when they help us to become more
mature, more loving, more caring, more
sympathetic people - in other words when they lead
us to be more like Jesus himself, when they lead to
our own liberation and the liberation of others.

— The Liturgy Committee
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Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday ~
March 17, 18 and 19

Daily Mass—7:30 am.
Confessions after morning Mass

Holy Thursday Evening ~ March 20

Mass of the Lord’s Supper — 7:00 p.m.
(followed by Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament concluding with
Night Prayer at 9:00 p.m.)

Please note: according to ancient tradition,

there is no morning
Mass Thursday or Friday.

Good Friday of the Lord’' s Passion ~
March 21

Morning Prayer — 9:00 am.
Confessions— 11:00 am. — 12:00 noon
Liturgy of the Lord’ s Passion — 3:00 p.m.
Living Stations of the Cross— 7:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday Night:
The Easter Vigil ~ March 22

Confessions— 11:00 am. — 12:00 noon
(No afternoon Confessions)
The Great Easter Vigil —7:30 p.m.

Please note: in keeping with the
Solemnity, thisis an extended Vigil
(No 4:30 p.m. Mass)

; Easter Sunday:
The Resurrection of the Lord ~ March 23

Masses at
8:00 am. & 10:30 am.

LIVING STATIONSOF THE CROSS

God loves us so much
that he sent his only
Son to become one of us
and to diefor us
so we could have eternal life.

Come and experience how much God loves you on the evening
of Good Friday, March 21 a 7:30 p.m. a St. Christopher
Church.

ATTENTION: LIVING STATIONSVOLUNTEERS
The rehearsal dates for Living Stations of the Cross will be
Monday, March 17 and Wednesday, March 19 from 6:30 — 8:00
p.m. each evening. Please meet in the church. Thank you in
advance to all those who have volunteered to participate in this
faith-filled event. Please contact Phil Gosselin at 568-5001 or
Sandy Bonfiglio at 659-3099 with any questions.

THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL
We would like to encourage those who have never experienced
the Great Easter Vigil to come this Saturday, March 22 at
7:30 p.m. The lighting of the Easter fire, the singing of the
exultant and the diverse and rich readings from the Sacred
Scriptures are just afew of the highlights.
—Fr. Curran

ST.CHRISTOPHER’S
1¥ ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT
We will hold our 1% Annual Easter Egg Hunt
following the 10:30 am. Mass on Easter Sunday,
March 23. The children of our parish are encouraged to bring
their Easter baskets and to participate in the fun!

DID YOU RECEIVE OUR MAILING?
A parish mailing with information about our Holy
Week Masses and services was sent out this past
week to all parish families on record. If you did
not receive this mailing and believe you should
have, or if any address information was incorrect,
please call Bonnie at the parish office at 568-5240. We'd like
our records to be as accurate and complete as possible. Extra
copies of the information that was mailed are available on the
tables at the church’s main entrance.
We'd like to express our appreciation to Bev Connors, Kay
McNamara, Claire Newhouse, Jeanne Sciarra, Fran Tebecio and
Rose Y ergeau for their help in preparing this mailing.



