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Fifth Sunday 
of Lent 

 

March 9, 2008 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
March 8 - 16, 2008 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, March 8 - 4:30 p.m. 
Thaddeus Drag 

(Julian & Stella Mileski and Family) 
 

Sunday, March 9 - 8:00 a.m. 
Dinis Leonardo – In Memory of His Bir thday 

(Son, Daughter-in-Law and Grandchildren) 
 

Sunday, March 9 - 10:30 a.m. 
Audrey Flasch 

(Members of St. Christopher’s Liturgy Committee) 
 

Monday, March 10 – 7:30 a.m. 
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family) 

 

Tuesday, March 11 – 7:30 a.m. 
Helen D’Alessandro – 17th Anniversary 

(Husband & Family) 
 

Wednesday, March 12 – 7:30 a.m. 
Mark Tardiff (Family) 

 

Thursday, March 13 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 

Friday, March 14 – 7:30 a.m. 
John &  Louise Olinatz (Children) 

 

Saturday, March 15 - 4:30 p.m. 
John Grogan – In Memory of His Bir thday 

(Daughters) 
 

Sunday, March 16 - 8:00 a.m. 
Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters) 

 

Sunday, March 16 - 10:30 a.m. 
Claire McCar thy 

(Friends from Claire’s Book Club) 
 

Please pray for : 
 

Delores Brookman 
Michael DeAngelis 

 
 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 

 Weekly Collection (March 7): $  7,533 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $  9,309 
 

 Many thanks for all you do to support our parish 
and its many ministries! 

 

 with Gratitude, 
 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 

  
SANCTUARY LAMPS 

 
 

The candle in the church burns this week 
 

In Loving Memory of 
John A. Telesmanick &  John R. Nixon 

(Requested by Wife & Grandmother) 
 

The candle in the chapel burns this week 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Marc Girard – 10th Anniversary 
(Requested by the Girard Family) 

 
For information on scheduling a weekly dedication, please 
call the Parish Office at 568-5240. 
 
 

SOUP AND STATIONS 
 

Last Chance!!! 
 

Our last Soup and Stations for this 
Lenten season will be held this 
Wednesday, March 12.  If you have not 
attended one of these evenings, we 

strongly encourage you to attend this last one.  It is a 
sharing of simple soup and bread (with conversation 
and sharing with fellow parishioners) beginning at 5:30 
p.m. followed by Stations of the Cross beginning at 
6:30 p.m.  This Lenten event has proven to be most 
successful, and we hope you will be able to experience 
it.  Offer ings of soup and bread would be most 
welcome.  No desserts please (remember…simplify!). 

Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 
She said to him, "Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you 
are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the 
world." - John 11:25-27 
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2008 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
BEGINS THIS WEEK 

 

This weekend, every parish in the Archdiocese of 
Hartford is kicking off the 2008 Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal, Sharing God’s Gifts.  We have the opportunity to 
touch thousands of lives through our support of the many 
programs, services, ministries, activities and projects of 
the Archdiocese through the Annual Appeal. 
 

 There are a number of priorities and needs facing the 
Archdiocese of Hartford that no one parish can address 
alone.  These needs require the strength and resolve of 
our entire Catholic community working and sacrificing 
together.  That is why every parish participates in the 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. 
 

 Your charitable gift to the Appeal – 100 percent of it 
– supports vital ministries and programs throughout the 
Archdiocese of Hartford.  The hungry, the homeless, the 
uninsured sick, the elderly, immigrants, retired priests, 
children and adults who have yet to learn the faith, 
struggling families – all of these people, our neighbors, 
benefit from your gift.  By Sharing God’s Gifts you are 
making a significant impact on our Archdiocese in 
dramatic and meaningful ways. 
 

 If you supported the Annual Appeal last year, please 
accept our gratitude, and we hope you will support the 
Appeal again this year.  If you did not participate in the 
Appeal last year, we invite you to consider making a gift 
to this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, Sharing 
God’s Gifts. 
 

 Thank you and may Our Lord bless you always. 
 
 

LIVING STATIONS 
Our presentation of the Living Stations 
will be held on Good Friday, March 21 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Church.  We have 
been blessed with some wonderful 
people who have helped make this an 
inspirational event in the past.  We’ re 

inviting you to become a part of the Living Stations of 
the Cross.  What a great way to share your time and talent 
this Lent. 
 Rehearsals are scheduled for  Monday, March 17 
and Wednesday, March 19 from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. each 
evening. 
 If you would like to participate in this spirit-filled 
dramatization, please contact either Phil Gosselin at 
568-5001 or Sandy Bonfiglio at 659-3099. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 

KAY McNAMARA! 
 

I’m pleased to announce that 
Kay McNamara, long-time 
St. Christopher parishioner 
and parish trustee, has been 
selected by Archbishop 

Mansell to receive the St. Joseph Medal of 
appreciation Sunday, March 9, during a 3:00 p.m. 
prayer service at St. Joseph’s Cathedral.  No 
medal can express adequately the church’s 
appreciation for Kay’s (and her late husband’s) 
dedication on behalf of our parish.  Through her 
service as parish trustee and member of the parish 
and finance councils, her commitment to the 
Hearts & Hands and food bank programs, and in 
so many other ways, Kay has been an inspiration 
to us all.  Personally, I thank her for her warm 
welcome and kindness to me and for her counsel 
and wisdom in the pastoral ministry. 
 

 in Lent’s promise, 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 
 

REMINDER:  PARENT MEETING 
A meeting is being held on Tuesday, March 11 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Church Hall for all parents whose 
children are making their First Holy Communion 
this May.  Please make every effort to attend this 
important meeting.  Thank you! 

– Maria Sousa 
 
 

OPERATION RICE BOWL 
We thank all those who have been participating in 
the Rice Bowl program during Lent.  You may 
bring your Rice Bowls to church next weekend 
and put them in the special collection container 
that will be placed at the front of the church. 
 
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S 
1st ANNUAL 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
We will hold our 1st Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt following the 10:30 a.m. Mass on 
Easter Sunday, March 23.  The children of our 
parish are encouraged to bring their Easter baskets 
and to participate in the fun! 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

John 11:1-45 
 

We have another great story from John for our 
Lenten reading today.  It links up with the stories of 
the woman at the well and the man born blind of the 
previous two Sundays.  They are all focusing 
especially on the baptisms which will take place 
during the Easter Vigil in the context of the Paschal 
Mystery. 

 

The story opens with the announcement that 
Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, is ill.  Jesus 
now tells his disciples that Lazarus has fallen asleep 
and Jesus will go to wake him.  Taking his words 
literally, as they often do, the disciples at once see 
that the visit will not be necessary.  If he is just 
asleep, then he will get well soon.  Then Jesus speaks 
the truth unambiguously: “Lazarus has died.”   And he 
is glad that this has happened because it will be an 
occasion for them to increase their belief in Jesus. 

 

By the time Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had 
already been dead four days.  Martha is asked if she 
believes this and she responds magnificently: “Yes, 
Lord! I do believe that you are the Messiah, the Son 
of God, who was to come into the world.”   Here is the 
great confession which, in the other 3 Gospels is 
made by Peter in the name of his fellow-disciples, but 
here is made by a woman.  It is to be linked with the 
revelations that Jesus makes of himself to another 
woman, the Samaritan woman by the well and the 
blind beggar, whose stories we heard over the past 
two Sundays. 

 

Arriving at the tomb, which was a kind of cave 
built into a rock face, Jesus ordered the stone at the 
entrance to be removed.  Martha, who still does not 
realize what is going to take place, warns Jesus that 
the body after four days in that hot climate will 
already be decomposing and will smell strongly.  
Jesus reminds her of her great statement of belief she 
had just made.  “Did I not tell you that you would see 
God’s glory if you believed?”  

 

Now comes the climactic moment.  Jesus says a 
prayer of thanks to his Father for what is about to 
happen.  It will be an overwhelming sign of God’s 
presence in Jesus.  With that he ordered Lazarus to 
 

(continued in the next column) 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
come out of the grave.  And Lazarus, still wrapped in 
the burial clothes and with a cloth covering his face, 
steps out of the tomb to the astonishment of those 
standing by.  While they stand there dumbstruck, 
Jesus tells them, “Untie him and let him free.”   The 
result of this, says the evangelist, is that many of 
those who had come out to mourn with Martha and 
Mary began to believe in Jesus. 

 

The whole story can be read as a parable of the 
meaning of Jesus as Christ and Lord.  The raising of 
Lazarus is not just the resuscitation of a dead man but 
is a powerful symbol of the new life that all of us can 
undergo when we submit to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  
We can rise from the death of sin to a life bathed in 
the love of God.  Lazarus stepping from the tomb is 
strongly reminiscent of Paul describing the baptism of 
the early Christians.  They stood beside the baptismal 
pool, stripped themselves of all their clothes, went 
down into the water, symbolizing a dying to their past 
life of sin.  They submerged themselves completely, a 
symbol of Jesus going down into his own death and 
bringing our sins with him.  They then came out on 
the other side as Jesus emerged from the tomb and 
were clothed in a new white garment to symbolize 
their new life in Christ. 

 

We can understand how meaningful all this is in 
the context of the Paschal Mystery where we 
celebrate the love of God shown for us through the 
suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.  How 
meaningful it is in the context of those catechumens 
who are preparing to receive Baptism at the Easter 
Vigil and how meaningful it is for our own lives as 
we prepare to make a fresh start in living out our own 
Baptism. 

– The Liturgy Committee 
 
 

 
 

BOTTLE &  CAN DRIVE 
 St. Christopher School will be holding a bottle 
and can drive this Saturday, March 15.  You may 
bring your redeemables to the front of the school 
from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  Note:  Please insure 
that the cans and bottles have been rinsed out before 
dropping them off.  Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 
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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion ~ March 16 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass (March 15):  4:30 p.m. 
Sunday Masses (March 16):  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday ~ 

March 17, 18 and 19 
 

Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. 

 
Holy Thursday Evening ~ March 20 

 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:00 p.m. 
(followed by Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament concluding with 
Night Prayer at 9:00 p.m.) 

 

Please note:  according to ancient tradition, 
there is no morning Mass Thursday or Friday. 

 
Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion ~ March 21 

 

Morning Prayer – 9:00 a.m. 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion – 3:00 p.m. 
Living Stations of the Cross – 7:30 p.m. 

 
Holy Saturday Night: 

The Easter Vigil ~ March 22 
 

The Great Easter Vigil – 7:30 p.m. 
 

Please note:  in keeping with the 
Solemnity, this is an extended Vigil 

(No 4:30 p.m. Mass) 

 
Easter Sunday: 

The Resurrection of the Lord ~ March 23 
 

Masses at 
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

Our Food Bank is in need of the following items to help 
us to be able to pack and deliver the Easter baskets 
Thursday morning, March 20. 
 

 Cereal Jello / Puddings 
 Peanut Butter Cake Mix 
 Jelly Frosting 
 Spaghetti Sauce Potato Buds 
 Baked Beans Gravy 
 Tuna Fish Cookies 
 Mayonnaise 
 

Non-perishable food items may be left in the baskets near 
the eastside entrance to the church.  If you would like to 
donate a ham, please contact Eleanor Domler at 569-
7396.  Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Donations for Easter flowers made in 
memory of loved ones to decorate our altar 
and church in this beautiful season are 
now being accepted.  For your 
convenience, a donation envelope has been 
included with your weekly envelopes for 
March.  Please pr int the name(s) on your envelope and 
place it in the collection basket or send it to the rectory by 
March 16.  You may also print the name(s) on a piece of 
paper and put it in an envelope marked “Flower Fund.”  
 
 

CHILD LURES PROGRAM 
On Sunday, March 2, Kimberly Donahue from the 
Archdiocese of Hartford presented the Child Lures 
program to our Religious Education students in grades 
1-8 and to their parents. 
 

This program focuses on ways to help keep our students 
safe.  Our children can be lured into dangerous situations 
and it is important for them to know how to avoid these 
situations and what actions to take.  During the 
presentation, the parents received a parent’s guide to help 
them to continue to stress to their children the importance 
of making safe choices. 
 

This program enhances our ongoing efforts to protect 
God’s children. 
 Maria Sousa 
 Coordinator of Religious Education 


