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Fourth Sunday
of Lent

March 2, 2008

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he
found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of
Man?' He answered and said, "Who is he, sir, that | may
believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him
and the one speaking with you is he." He said, "I do
believe, Lord," and he worshiped him. - John 9:35-38

Saturday, March 1 - 4:30 p.m.
Jose Figueiredo
(Wife Maria)

Sunday, March 2 - 10:30 am.
Richard Bourie
(Howard and Barbara Wilmes)

Monday, March 3—7:30 am.
Rev. John Curry Gay

Tuesday, March 4 —7:30 am.
Rev. Thomas P. Quinn

Wednesday, March 5 —7:30 am.
Rev. Chester A. Bieluch

Thursday, March 6 —7:30 am.
Rev. John Curry Gay

Friday, March 7 —7:30 am.
Manuel Machado
(Wife & Daughter)

Saturday, March 8 - 4:30 p.m.
Thaddeus Drag
(Julian & Sella Mileski and Family)

Sunday, March 9 - 8:00 am.
DinisLeonardo—In Memory of His Birthday
(Son, Daughter-in-Law and Grandchildren)

Sunday, March 9 - 10:30 am.
Audrey Flasch
(Members of . Christopher’s Liturgy Committee)

Please pray for:

Robert Bachand
(Father of Rev. Brian Bachand)

OUR TITHING PARISH

Weekly Collection (February 24): $ 7,122
Same Sunday in 2007: $ 6,885

Weekly Collection (February 17): $ 6,628
Same Sunday in 2007: $ 7,691

My sincere thanks for al you do to make our
parish a place where Christ is encountered and
where His joy and life are shared with and for

others!
with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of Mark Tardiff

(Requested by the Tardiff Family)

The candle in the chapel burns this week
In Loving Memory of David Caruso, Jr.

(Requested by the

Members of . Christopher’s Prayer Tree)

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication, please

call the Parish Office at 568-5240.

SCHOOL MASS
A Mass will be celebrated with the school
children on Tuesday, March 4 at 9:00 am.
All parishioners and school families are
invited to this liturgy!




TELEPHONE: (860) 568-5240

FAX: (860) 568-0673
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CATHOLIC AWARENESSDAY 2008

The Roman Catholic Community is sponsoring a Catholic
Awareness Day on Thursday, March 6, at the Legidlative
Office Building in Hartford. This is the day to learn the
Catholic viewpoint on important public issues facing our
State, learn how the legidlative process works, and to meet
with your State legislators. The Bishops of Connecticut
will aso be making statements on important public policy
issues.

Each parish is being encouraged to send a group of
parishioners. Please see Deacon Bill after Mass this
weekend if you areinterested in attending. Shuttle buses
will be available from off-site parking at St. Thomas
Seminary in Bloomfield for travel to the Legidlative Office
Building 9:45 — 10:45 am. The program will run from
11:00 am. until 2:30 p.m. Deacon Bill has more details on
the events for the day. Y ou can also go to the Connecticut
Catholic Conference website at www.ctcatholic.org.

Your legislators have aso been invited to attend these
events. Please call ahead for an appointment with your
legislators for anytime that day between 10:00 am. — 2:00
p.m. Please plan to attend, as a sign of support for the
works of the Church, even if you do not wish to meet with
your legislators.

Senate Democrats: 1-800-842-1420
Senate Republicans: 1-800-842-1421
House Democrats. 1-800-842-1902
House Republicans. 1-800-842-1423

For more information you can also cal the Connecticut
Catholic Conference at (860) 524-7882.

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Confirmation classes for adults aged 18 or older, baptized
Catholic and have made their First Communion, will be
held at the Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas Seminary in
Bloomfield. The classes will meet from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.
on the following six Tuesdays: March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 29
and May 6. Preparation classes will also be held at St. Joan
of Arc in Hamden at the same time on the following
Thursday nights, April 3, 10, 17, 24 and May 1 and 8.

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at
the Cathedral of St. Joseph on Tuesday, May 13, 2008 at
7:30 p.m., with registration/rehearsal beginning that
evening at 6:30 p.m.

If you are interested in participating in either of these
classes, please call Deacon Bill Gilles at 633-8997 to
obtain an information sheet that must be sent in prior to the
first day of class. Thereisa$15 feeto cover the cost of the
books.

LIVING STATIONS
Our presentation of the Living
Stations will be held on Good
Friday, March 21 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Church. We have been
blessed with some wonderful
people who have helped make this an
inspirational event in the past. We'reinviting you
to become a part of the Living Stations of the
Cross. What a great way to share your time and
talent this Lent.

If you would like to participate in this spirit-
filled dramatization, please contact either
Phil Gosselin at 568-5001 or Sandy Bonfiglio at
659-3099.

Catholic Relief Services works
s Lo (0 aleviate human suffering
[ R/ eawa %)\ and foster charity and justice
L= A . . .
= in 98 countries and territories
&/ aound the world. Your
QN K i i
\wﬁ;’ j’f support of Operation Rlc?
o Refiet 5. Bowl helps to fund CRS
development programs.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday,
March 3 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our
guest will be Veronica Gomez from the CL&P.
Ms. Gomez will speak about Energy Efficiency.
We will also enjoy Corned Beef and Turkey
sandwiches on delicious Rye Bread in honor of
St. Patrick...so come hungry. If you have any
guestions, please call Rose Y ergeau at 568-4029.

Reminders:

Donations of non-perishable food items to
benefit the town’s Food Bank will be accepted at
this meeting. Please see the list of items on page
4 that are needed to help fill this year's Easter
baskets. Thank you!

In an effort to ease the congestion in the parking
lot at the time that our school parents are picking
up their children, Socia Club members, who do
not require use of the handicap spaces, are asked
to park in the area at the back of the church.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Fourth Sunday of Lent
John 9:1-41

We have one Elect in the RCIA class who will
be baptized at Easter. This weekend is what is
called the *Second Scrutiny’. Here the Elect will
be presented to the gathered community which he
will soon be joining as a full member and will
receive its acceptance and support. After the
homily and before the Creed he will leave the
gathered community, because he is not yet a full
member of the faith community.

It is in this context that we have today the
marvelous story from John's gospel about the
cure of aman born blind. The hero of the story is
a man who was blind from his birth. He had
never been able to see. When heis cured, he will
be able to see Jesus as his Lord, something the
religious leaders were unable to do.

The story keeps emphasizing that the man was
blind from birth. To heal him then means the
beginning of a completely new life, a life where
he can see. He will enter a new world of
brightness. Not to know Jesus is to live in
blindness and darkness. In fact, this story is an
illustration of Jesus statement: “1 am the light of
theworld”.

In the beginning of the story, the man is blind
— he cannot see; he is a beggar — he has nothing;
he is an outsider — no one accepts him. His
affliction indicates that he is a sinner or the son of
asinner and so a person to be avoided. In the end,
when he is able to see, he becomes a disciple of
Jesus. In terms of the Gospel, it is the logical and
inevitable outcome. Once we really see Jesus, we
are hooked.

Jesus heals the man’'s eyes. In doing so he
uses mud. By using mud Jesus helps us to
remember God used mud to create Adam, the first
man. Here, too, there is a new creation. Jesusis
making a new man. St Paul calls the baptized
Christian a“new person”. Then Jesus tells him to
go and wash in the pool of Siloam. This is
symbolic of his baptism.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

After his healing, the man's friends and his
neighbors discuss hisidentity. Isit really him? But the
beggar was blind and this man can see. Because he has
changed, some people cannot recognize him. When we
are baptized, when we become committed followers of
Christ, we too should change. Maybe some people will
say, “You are not like the way you were before! You
are not the same person since your conversion and
baptism.” In fact, that is what they should be able to

say.

The Pharisees are very angry. They resort to the
traditional belief: sickness as punishment for sin. “You
were born and raised in sin.  You want to teach us?’
And they expelled the man born blind from the
synagogue. This was indeed the experience of many
Jews who became Christians. And the experience of
many others later on, expelled by their families,
relatives and society.

Like the man in the Gospel, who represents all of
us, we were also blind and stumbling in darkness. But
now we live in the light of the Gospel and the New
Testament. And that light is seen in the way we
behave, in the way we relate with other people in
“complete goodness and right living and truth”. Our
lives are to have a transparency where there is no
darkness, no hidden behavior which we would be
ashamed to reveal to others.

Let usall pray for this.

— The Liturgy Committee

Mercy and Xavier High Schools
present

WEST SIDE STORY

Mercy High School Auditorium
1740 Randolph Road — Middletown
March 7: 7:30 p.m.
March 8: 7:30 p.m.
March 9: 1:30 and 6:00 p.m.
Admission is $10.00
Purchase tickets online at www.mercyhigh.com
For more information, please call 860-346-6659.
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LENT 2008

" Soup and Stations'...a sharing of simple
soup and bread (with conversation and sharing
with fellow parishioners) at 5:30 p.m. followed by
Stations of the Cross beginning at 6:30 p.m. This
Lenten event, which has proven to be most
successful, will be held the next two Wednesday
evenings, March 5 and 12. Children from our
parish school and religious education program
have been invited to lead usin the Stations.

Two or three volunteers for each Wednesday
evening are still needed to prepare soup. If you
are interested in helping out, please call the parish
office at 568-5240 and indicate on which date you
are willing to help. NO desserts please
(remember...simplify!).

Way of the Cross bookletswill be available
at the church entrances during the Lenten season
for our parishioners who wish to reflect on the
Stations of the Cross in our church at a time more
convenient to them. We do ask that these
booklets remain in the church. Thank you.

Penance Service...an opportunity to gather
as a community and share in the gift of
forgiveness. The service will be held Monday,
March 10 at 7:00 p.m.

Our Food Bank is in need of the following items
to help usto be able to pack and deliver the Easter
baskets Thursday morning, March 20.

Cereal Jello / Puddings
Peanut Butter Cake Mix
Jelly Frosting

Potato Buds
Baked Beans Gravy
TunaFish Cookies
Mayonnaise

Non-perishable food items may be left in the
baskets near the eastside entrance to the church.
If you would like to donate a ham, please contact
Eleanor Domler at 569-7396. Thank you in
advance for your support.

Spaghetti Sauce

St. Christopher School Presents
Our 9" Annual Auction
SurfsUp
with WTIC’s Ray Dunaway as Guest Auctioneer

Our parish school is proud to announce its 9™
Annual Auction being held on Saturday, April 5,
2008 at Murphy Hall in St. Christopher School.
WTIC AM’s, Ray Dunaway will once again be our
guest auctioneer. If history repeats itself, there will
be a good time for al with fine food, drink, and lots
of great items to bid on during both the live and
silent auctions. You'll be able to find vacation
getaways, a ride in a hot air balloon, autographed
gports photos, gift certificates to stores and
restaurants, tickets to sporting events, and much,
much more. So, mark your calendar now and don’t
miss out on the fun!

Thisis an adults-only event. The cost is $25.00 per
person or $45.00 per couple (cost includes food and
drinks). There will also be a 50/50 raffle. It's a
great night out. For reservations, please cal Carol
Jablonski at 568-4126 or Bridget Cooke at
569-1110.

EASTER FLOWERS
Donations for Easter flowers made in !
memory of loved ones to decorate YW/~
our altar and church in this beautiful 22\
season are now being accepted. For ==
your convenience, a donation envelope has been
included with your weekly envelopes for March.
Please print the name(s) on your envelope and
place it in the collection basket or send it to the
rectory by March 16. You may aso print the
name(s) on a piece of paper and put it in an
envelope marked “Flower Fund.”

The Church is growing! We welcome into our
Christian community through the holy of waters of
baptism:

Shane Alexander Bryan



