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Third Sunday
of Lent

February 24, 2008

The Samaritan woman said to him, "How can you, a
Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?" Jesus
answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God
and who is saying to you, @ive me a drink,©you
would have asked him and he would have given you
living water." - John 4:9-10

Saturday, February 23 - 4:30 p.m.
Stella Oliveira
(Eileen Sone & Family)

Sunday, February 24 — 8:00 am.
Pauline Sauve — 1% Anniversary
(Daughters)

Sunday, February 24 - 10:30 am.
Claire McCarthy (Dolores Blake)

Monday, February 25 —7:30 am.
Rev. John F. McDonald

Tuesday, February 26 —7:30 am.
Bud Meyer —In Memory of His 84" Birthday
(Daughter Carol)

Wednesday, February 27 — 7:30 am.
Special Intentions of
Dr. Kevin Donowitz & Rosemary Murak

Thursday, February 28 —7:30 am.
Brian Allaire (Cousin)

Friday, February 29 — 7:30 a.m.
John Olinatz (Children)

Saturday, March 1 - 4:30 p.m.
Jose Figueiredo (Wife Maria)

Sunday, March 2 - 10:30 am.
Richard Bourie (Howard and Barbara Wilmes)

OUR TITHING PARISH

As our parish secretary was enjoying a much
deserved vacation this past week, arecap of
the offerings from last weekend’' s Masses will
be provided in next weekend' s bulletin.

Thank you for your continued support of our
parish!
Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of G. Robert Coyle
(Requested by the Coyle & Gilbertie Families)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for the

Parishionersof St. Christopher Church
Living and Deceased
(Requested by Our Parish Family)

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
"The Lord answered Moses. . . 'l will be standing
there in front of you on the rock in Horeb. Srike the
rock, and the water will flow fromiit, for the people to
drink.”” (Exodus 17:5-6)

God's gifts to us are often disguised. The rock
appears to be an obstacle, but God turns the rock into
life-giving water for the people of Israel. Do we trust
that God will turn the obstacles in our lives into life-
giving opportunities?

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar
We share our faith with our children so that one day
they will say; “We no longer believe because of your
word; we have heard for ourselves and worship what
we understand.” But first, children must hear “your
word.”



TELEPHONE: (860) 568-5240

FAX: (860) 568-0673
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LENT 2008

" Soup and Stations'...a sharing of simple soup
and bread (with conversation and sharing with fellow
parishioners) at 5:30 p.m. followed by Stations of the
Cross beginning at 6:30 p.m.. This will take place on
the following Wednesday evenings during the season:
February 27 and March 5, 12. Children from our parish
school and religious education program have been
invited to lead usin the Stations.

So...dig out your favorite (ssmple) soup recipes and
mark your calendars to keep Wednesday evenings free.
"Be church" with us and get to know the people in your
church family. Two or three volunteers will be
needed to prepare soup and/or bread for each
Wednesday. If you are interested in helping out,
please call the parish office at 568-5240 and indicate on
which date you are willing to help and whether you will
be providing soup or bread. Soup and bread are all we
will need. No desserts please (remember...simplify!).

Way of the Cross booklets will be available at
the church entrances during the Lenten season for our
parishioners who wish to reflect on the Stations of the
Cross in our church at a time more convenient to them.
We do ask that these books remain in the church.
Thank you.

Penance Service...an opportunity to gather as a
community and share in the gift of forgiveness. The
service will be held Monday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m.

Easter is fast approaching and although our Food Bank
iswell stocked, there are a few things we do need, such
as.

Hams

Turkeys

Spaghetti Sauce

Easter Candy for the Children

New Small Stuffed Animal or other Small Toy

Non-perishable food items may be left in the baskets
near the eastside entrance to the church. If you would
like to donate a turkey or a ham, please contact Eleanor
Domler at 569-7396. Thank you in advance for your
support.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday,
March 3 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our guest
will be Veronica Gomez from the CL&P. Ms.
Gomez will speak about Energy Efficiency. We
will aso enjoy Corned Beef and Ham sandwiches
on delicious Rye Bread in honor of St. Patrick...so
come hungry. If you have any questions, please call
Rose Y ergeau at 568-4029.

ANNUAL ARCHBISHOP'S
ST. PATRICK'SDAY BREAKFAST
The Foundation for the Advancement of Catholic
Schools (FACS) will be hosting its Annual
Archbishop’'s St. Patrick's Day Breskfast on
Monday, March 17 from 7:30 — 9:00 am. at the
Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford.

This year’s breakfast will also celebrate the 25"
Anniversary of FACS. Proceeds from this event
provide scholarships and support for the Catholic
schools of the Archdiocese of Hartford.

This lively event has become a favorite way to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and support Catholic
education at the same time. The breakfast features
great food and Irish themed entertainment by
students from our Catholic schools. Mr. Donad
“Dee” Rowe, Specia Advisor-UCONN Athletics,
will inspire the 1,200 attendees as this year's
keynote speaker.

For more information on  sponsorship
opportunities, advertising the breakfast program,
memoria listings or to purchase/order tickets,
please call Shirley Ziolkowski at the Foundation at
860-242-4362, ext. 134.

You don’t have to be Irish to join the fun!

EAST HARTFORD FOOD BANK

532 adults and children received approximately
4,788 meals from the day-to-day operation of the
South Congregational/St. Christopher Food Bank
during 2007. An additional 280

were helped during 2007 through

our holiday food baskets at Easter,

Thanksgiving and  Christmas.

Your year-long support of our

Food Bank is most appreciated!
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Third Sunday of Lent
John 4:5-42

Today’s Gospel is about the Woman at the Well
and it centers around the theme of water and life. The
story begins by Jesus showing himself as a person in
need: tired, hungry and thirsty. We constantly have
remind ourselves how genuinely human Jesus was,
“like us in all things but sin”. He asks help from a
person he was supposed to avoid (a strange woman
on her own) and also to hate (a Samaritan).

She is very surprised at his approach but her
surprise alows Jesus to turn the tables and offer her
“living water”. She, understanding him literally, asks
how he can give it as he has no bucket. But the water
that Jesus will give is different. Those who drink it
will never be thirsty again and it gives eterna life.
Again, literally, the woman wants this water that lasts
forever. Then she will never have to trudge to the
well again.

What is this water that Jesus speaks about? It is
God'’s Spirit which comes to us in Baptism. Baptism
is not just a ritua producing magic effects. It is the
outward, symbolic sign of a deep reality, the coming
of God as a force penetrating every aspect of a
person’slife.

Jesus invites the woman to come back to the well
once more with her husband. Jesus mission to these
people begins with reaching out to a family. But she
says she has no husband. Jesus reveals her true
situation: she has had five husbands and the man she
is with now is not her husband. She is a “loose”
woman who must have been deeply despised by
people around. No wonder she came to the well
alone!

The water that Jesus promises is closely linked to
conversion and forgiveness of sin. Jesus is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world. But the
sin must first be exposed and acknowledged. And
Jesus' goal is not just the woman’s sin but the whole
town from which she comes. Sinner that she is, she
will become the agent of their salvation and
conversion.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

She is staggered at Jesus' insight into her life.
She is embarrassed and so there is a sudden change of
topic to something theoretica and “safe”. The
guestion the woman asks is about Jewish and
Samaritan places of worship: Jerusalem, holy to the
Jews, or Mount Gerizim, holy to the Samaritans, or
the well of Jacob where they are. But it gives Jesus
the opportunity to make another important point. The
“holy” well where they are will become irrelevant.
So will the Temple of Jerusalem and the mountain of
the Samaritans. True worship will be done “in Spirit
and in truth”. There will be no more temples. It is
not places which are holy but the people who use
them. It is we who are the Temple of God and the
dwelling place of Christ.

The woman goes on to say that when the Messiah
comes he will tell al about this. At that point Jesus
tells her that he is the Messiah. How extraordinary!
It is areligious outsider and a multiple adulterer who
is the first in John's Gospel to hear this revelation!
Precisely because it is people like her who need to
hear it. People who are healthy do not need the
doctor, only the sick.

Let us pray today that all those preparing to be
baptized at Easter may find that life-enriching faith
for their lives.

— The Liturgy Committee

Annually, Operation Rice Bowl raises close to $6
million for Catholic Relief Services development
projects in al parts of the world. The
Archdiocese of Hartford contributed over $67,000
this past year with 25% of the amount being
distributed to local food pantries and shelters in
this Archdiocese.
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St. Christopher School Presents
Our 9" Annual Auction
SurfsUp
with WTIC’s Ray Dunaway as Guest Auctioneer

Our parish school is proud to announce its 9" Annual
Auction being held on Saturday, April 5, 2008 at
Murphy Hall in St. Christopher School. WTIC AM’s,
Ray Dunaway will once again be our guest
auctioneer. If history repeats itself, there will be a
good time for all with fine food, drink, and lots of
great items to bid on during both the live and silent
auctions. You'll be able to find vacation getaways, a
ride in a hot air balloon, autographed sports photos,
gift certificates to stores and restaurants, tickets to
sporting events, and much, much more. So, mark
your calendar now and don’t miss out on the fun!

This is an adults only event. The cost is $25.00 per
person or $45.00 per couple (cost includes food and
drinks). There will also be a 50/50 raffle. It's a great
night out. For reservations, please cal Carol
Jablonski at 568-4126 or Bridget Cooke at 569-1110.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(RCIA)

Our catechumen, Vern Barrow, has completed the
formation phase of RCIA through catechesis and
liturgy and has entered the Period of Purification and
Enlightenment, the six weeks of Lent during which
Vern makes his final spiritual preparation for his
initiation at Easter. His final preparation began with
the Rite of Election held two weeks ago at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph. Vern, with his sponsor,
signed the Book of the Elect with Archbishop
Mansell as his witness. Last weekend he was
presented with the Creed as the Church handed over
her statement of Belief.

This weekend will be the first of three
“Scrutinies” for Vern. The three Scrutinies are
solemn liturgical ceremonies of introspection and
repentance for those who are preparing to receive the
Easter Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and

(continued in the next column)

(RCIA —continued)

Eucharist. They are meant to uncover, then heal all
that is weak, defective or sinful in the hearts of the
Elect, and to bring out, then strengthen all that is
upright, strong and good. Each scrutiny contains
special prayers, which are celebrated in order to
deliver the Elect from the power of sin and Satan, to
protect them against temptation and to give them
strength in Christ.

Please pray for Vern as he joins us in prayerfully
preparing for the initiation sacrament of Baptism,
Eucharist and Confirmation at the Easter Vigil.

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES
We are passing along these facts about Catholic
Credo Singles in the hopes that you may feel
welcomed to join us.

What is Credo? A community of single,
widowed and divorced Catholics from throughout
the Archdiocese of Hartford.

What ages areincluded? Mostly people from
around 30 to 70.

What doesthe group do? Offers activities
involving stewardship, community service,
socializing.

Aretheredues? No, there are the out of pocket
expenses for the activities people want to do.

Arethereweekly/monthly meetings? Thereare
two basic meetings a year to decide on activities
for the next six months. Then you participate in as
many activities as you like, based on your
availability and interests.

What do you mean by activities? Attending
mass, eating out, miniature golf, dances, helping
at charity events, picnics, attending baseball
games, outings to tourist locations, etc.

Why should | join? Because maybe your friends
at work or your family don’t always include
“singles’ or maybe you just want to meet new
people and enjoy life.

How do | join? Just come to any event.

Wherecan | find out more? Check out the
website www.credocath.com or drop alineto
CREDO, P.O. Box 1236, Glastonbury CT 06033.




