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Second Sunday 
of Lent 

 

February 17, 2008 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
February 16 - 24, 2008 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, February 16 - 4:30 p.m. 
Mar ia Figueiredo 

(Maria & Richard Madden and Family) 
 

Sunday, February 17 – 8:00 a.m. 
Floyd Huntington (Dorothy Clark) 

 
Sunday, February 17 - 10:30 a.m. 

Ingolf Petersen (The Traynor Family) 
 

Monday, February 18 – 9:00 a.m. 
Rev. William C. Smith 

 
Tuesday, February 19 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 
Wednesday, February 20 – 7:30 a.m. 

Durward Willis – 3rd Anniversary (Wife) 
 

Thursday, February 21 – 7:30 a.m. 
Rev. John F. McDonald 

 
Friday, February 22 – 7:30 a.m. 

John &  Louise Olinatz (Children) 
 

Saturday, February 23 - 4:30 p.m. 
Stella Oliveira 

(Eileen Stone & Family) 
 

Sunday, February 24 – 8:00 a.m. 
Pauline Sauve – 1st Anniversary 

(Daughters) 
 

Sunday, February 24 - 10:30 a.m. 
Claire McCar thy (Dolores Blake) 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 

 Weekly Collection (February 10): $  6,167 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $  8,820 
 
 My sincere thanks for your generosity to our 

parish!  Together we bring Christ’s saving 
presence to our community and to our world. 

 
 with Gratitude, 
 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP – THANK YOU! 
We would like to thank another parishioner who 
wishes to remain anonymous for the $500 gift 
given this past week. 

 with Gratitude 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S DAY 
Our Daily Mass on Monday, February 18 

will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
 

 
SANCTUARY LAMPS 

 
 

The candle in the church burns this week for 
 

Veronica Vance 
May God Bless her  with a Quick Recovery 

(Requested by Husband Francis) 
 

The candle in the chapel burns this week 
 

Marc Parrotta 
(Requested by Our Parish Community) 

 
For information on scheduling a weekly dedication, 
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240. 

 
 

Please pray for: 
 

Marc Parrotta 
(son of Fr. Michael Parrotta) 

Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, "Lord, it is good that we 
are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." While he was still 
speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over them, 
then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him." 
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                                      OFFICE HOURS 

Our parish office will be operating on a 
reduced schedule this coming week.  The 
schedule is: 
 
 Monday:  Closed (President’s Day) 
 Tues., - Fri.:  11:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

 
 

RETREAT TESTIMONIAL 
The following is another testimonial from a parishioner 
who participated in the Holy Family Men’s Retreat 
January 11 – 13. 
 

"Retreat this year for me was fantastic! Not that I don't 
always come back refreshed and inspired, but this year I 
feel I've been able to more easily integrate the ideas we 
discussed on retreat into my daily life. 
 The retreat centered around living in the moment, to 
live just a day at a time. We talked of having the calmness 
and clarity of mind to peacefully, and actively, listen, see, 
and feel what's around us.  By taking that time to live fully 
in the "now", rather than the past or future, we can respect 
and embrace those we live with just as God desires. 
 I was able to see how all these ideas really helped my 
first week "back in the real world".  My work week before 
retreat was one of those crazy ones we all have from time to 
time, and the Monday after retreat I went right back into it.  
Keeping in mind our retreat themes though, I was able to 
keep an inner joy and peace through it all.  What a change 
from a routine of being tossed around from one issue to the 
next! 
 So if this sounds like something you could use yourself, 
it's not too late.  Holy Family runs this retreat most 
weekends through June.  Sign up for one as soon as you 
can...  You owe it to yourself!" 

– Mike Poirier 

 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, March 3 
at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our guest will be 
Veronica Gomez from the CL&P.  Ms. Gomez will speak 
about Energy Efficiency.  We will also enjoy Corned 
Beef and Ham sandwiches on delicious Rye Bread in 
honor of St. Patrick…so come hungry.  If you have any 
questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 
 

 
LENT 2008 

 

�  " Soup and Stations" ...a sharing of simple 
soup and bread (with conversation and sharing 
with fellow parishioners) at 5:30 p.m. followed 
by Stations of the Cross beginning at 6:30 p.m..  
This will take place on the following 
Wednesday evenings during the season:  
February 20, 27 and March 5, 12.  Children 
from our parish school and religious education 
program have been invited to lead us in the 
Stations. 
 

So...dig out your favorite (simple) soup recipes 
and mark your calendars to keep Wednesday 
evenings free.  "Be church" with us and get to 
know the people in your church family.  Two or  
three volunteers will be needed to prepare 
soup and/or  bread for  each Wednesday.  If 
you are interested in helping out, please call the 
parish office at 568-5240 and indicate on which 
date you are willing to help and whether you 
will be providing soup or bread.  Soup and 
bread are all we will need.  No desserts please 
(remember …simplify!). 
 
�  Way of the Cross booklets will be 
available at the church entrances during the 
Lenten season for our parishioners who wish to 
reflect on the Stations of the Cross in our church 
at a time more convenient to them.  We do ask 
that these booklets remain in the church.  Thank 
you. 
 
�  Penance Service...an opportunity to gather 
as a community and share in the gift of 
forgiveness.  The service will be held Monday, 
March 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
The monthly Children’s Liturgy will be 
celebrated next Sunday, February 24 at 

10:30 a.m.  All are invited!  
Refreshments and fellowship 
will follow in the Church 
Hall. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Second Sunday of Lent 

Matthew 17:1-9 
 

In order to understand today’s Gospel we need to 
put it into context.  Peter had just, in the name of the 
other disciples, recognized their Teacher, Jesus, as the 
expected Messiah of Israel.  “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God.”   It was a climactic moment in 
Jesus’  relationship with his disciples. 

 
Jesus takes Peter, James and John to a high 

mountain “six days”  after the declaration of Jesus as 
Messiah.  It is perhaps a reminder that it was after six 
days that God called Moses into the cloud of glory on 
Mount Sinai.  Also in biblical times revelations often 
took place on mountain tops.  There has been much 
speculation about which mountain in Palestine was 
the ‘Mount of the Transfiguration’  but it does not 
really matter.  It is the divine significance of a 
mountain, any mountain, that is being emphasized. 

 
As the disciples watched, Jesus was suddenly 

transformed.  “His face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzlingly white.”   Again it reminds 
one of the radiance on Moses’  face after he came 
down from the mountain where he had spoken face to 
face with God.  Then, suddenly, Moses and Elijah are 
seen talking with Jesus.  Their presence is very 
significant.  They represent the two great traditions of 
the Old Testament: Moses personified the Law of 
God’s people and Elijah the traditions of the great 
prophets. 

 
Their presence and their talking with Jesus 

indicate their total endorsement of all that Jesus is 
doing and also of all that he will experience in the 
days to come.  Jesus is the natural continuation of 
their Jewish tradition and is fully part of it.  
Therefore, the disciples need have no misgivings 
about anything they have heard from Jesus about his 
coming destiny. 

 
Peter, then, with his usual impulsiveness, 

enthusiastically suggests building three tents or 
shrines for Jesus, Moses and Elijah so they could stay 
on the mountain.  It was a wonderful place to be just 
then.  Often, when things are good, we would like 
 

 
(continued in the next column) 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 

them to stay that way forever.  Unfortunately, life is 
seldom like that.  We have to move on.  When we are 
in the cinema watching a film, we can’ t shout to the 
projection room and say, “Stop the movie right there!  
I like this bit.”   Life moves on.  It is true of Jesus and 
it is true of his followers.  We have to keep moving 
forward and come to terms with the happenings in our 
lives. 
 

As Peter spoke a “bright cloud”  covered them.  
No ordinary cloud but a luminous cloud.  It both 
concealed the unbearable brightness and revealed the 
very presence of God himself.  (Again, it reminds one 
of the cloud which covered Mount Sinai when Moses 
spoke with God there.) 

 
From the cloud comes a voice, the voice, of 

course, of God himself: “This is my Son, the Beloved; 
with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”   These are 
the exact words spoken at the baptism of Jesus.  
Again they are an endorsement of Jesus and of all that 
he will experience, including his rejection by his 
people and his suffering and death on the way to life 
and victory. 

 
“Listen to him.”  This is directed at Peter and the 

others and to us.  To listen to Jesus is: to hear what he 
says; to accept what he says; to make it one’s own, to 
identify with it fully.  So far, the disciples have not 
been doing this.  They have been hearing but not 
accepting.  Is that our situation, too? 

 
In our longing for God, are we after mountaintop 

experiences like this?  We shouldn’ t forget that Jesus 
and the disciples came down from the top to be 
among the people – his family and friends, but also 
the poor and the sick and the exiles.  That was where 
Jesus lived.  That is where we must live if we long to 
be with him. 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
 

 
Nearly 13% or 37 million Americans 
(including 1 in 6 children) live in a 
state of hunger, hardship and 
poverty.  (Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development) 
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ADULT ALTAR SERVERS 

Did you want to be an altar server 
when you were young?  Our parish is 
looking for individuals willing to 
participate in our bereavement 
ministry by serving funeral masses.  
This is an important ministry of 
presence, healing and outreach.  

Training will be available.  If you are interested, you 
can contact Toni Amberg at 568-9069 or Fr. Curran at 
568-5240. 

 
 

 
 

Suppor t 
St. Chr istopher  School’s 

Annual Auction 
 

The Auction committee is busy planning another 
event to remember.  They are presently soliciting 
new goods and services to be auctioned off.  Do you 
have something new you would like to donate for the 
auction? 
 

Are you a handyman, tutor, musician, babysitter or do 
you have some other skill or talent?  Would you be 
willing to have that skill or service auctioned off to 
the highest bidder with all proceeds going to 
St. Christopher School?  If yes, please give us a call. 
 

The committee is also looking for adver tisers for  
our  catalog.  You can support the auction by placing 
a business or personal advertisement.  A personal ad 
can celebrate a special birthday, anniversary, 
promotion, etc.  All ads will be printed in the auction 
catalog.  Gold and Platinum ads include a posting to 
the auction website.  Advertisements are available in 
the following sizes and costs: 
 

Bronze Sponsor  -   $25  business card ad  
Silver  Sponsor  -      $50  quarter page ad  
Gold Sponsor  -        $100  half page ad plus website 
Platinum Sponsor  - $200 full page ad plus website 
 

Please contact Carol at 568-4126 or the school office 
at 568-4100 to discuss your donation.  A donor 
receipt will be provided. 
 

The auction will be held on April 5, 2008.  Tickets 
will be available for purchase soon.  So, please keep 
the date open! 

 
CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES 

The Credo Catholic Singles will meet again on 
Tuesday, February 19 in St. Christopher’s Church Hall 
for their monthly gathering of prayer, reflection and 
conversation with fellow Credo members.  It’ s an 
evening of listening, learning and sharing in order to 
deepen our faith and experience of God.  Andrea M. 
who has an MA in Spirituality and is completing 
training in Spiritual Direction at the Mercy Center in 
Madison will lead the program.  We invite Catholics 
who are single, widowed or divorced to join us.  For 
more information, please call Harriet at 203-248-3184 
or visit www.credocath.com. 

 
 

SUFFERING AND HOPE 
 

“Darkness comes into our lives in two ways.  
Sometimes we choose darkness; and sometimes it 

chooses us.  All too often we are overwhelmed by life.  
Yet it is within our darkest hours that the light of our 

finest hour begins to shine.”  – Joyce Rupp 
 

St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church and the Franciscan 
Center for Urban Ministry are hosting an evening that 
will reflect on the life of a man who experienced both 
unchosen darkness and Light.  A 30-minute film will be 
presented on Eli Weisel, a German Jew, famous for his 
writing and lecturing about his experience as a survivor 
of the Holocaust.  His life story illustrates how within 
his darkest hours, the light of his finest hours began to 
shine.  He shows us how to transform our own suffering 
and brokenness into Hope.  Participants are encouraged 
to bring their favorite cross or crucifix. 
 The presentation will be given on Thursday, 
February 21 and Tuesday, March 18 from 6:30 – 8:30 
p.m. at the Franciscan Center, 285 Church Street, 
Hartford.  Offering is $8.00 each session.  For more 
information and/or to register, please call 756-4034.  
Directions can be found by going to the following 
website:  www.stpatrick-stanthony.org. 
 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

Today’s gospel tells us to LISTEN which is a challenge 
as cell phones, IPODS, TV and radio constantly distract 
us. This Lent dedicate 10 minutes a day to sit quietly 
and allow God to speak to your heart.  Caution: 
listening to God can change you and your family. 


