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First Sunday
of Lent

February 10, 2008

Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world in their
magnificence, and he said to him, "All these | shall give to
you, if you will prostrate yourself and worship me." At this,
Jesus said to him, "Get away, Satan! It is written: @he
Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you

OUR TITHING PARISH

Weekly Collection (February 3): $ 7,902
Same Sunday in 2007: $ 8,509

Many thanks for your generous support of our
parish! Together, we make St. Christopher’ sthe
vibrant and welcoming faith community Christ

calsusto be.
with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

serve.® - Matthew 4:8-10

- February 9 - 17, 2008

Saturday, February 9 - 4:30 p.m.
Lester Pelkey
(Lionel, Virginia & Family)

Sunday, February 10 — 8:00 am.
Joseph Leonardo
(Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, February 10 - 10:30 a.m.
Walter M osher
(Staff & Sudents of S. Christopher School)

Monday, February 11 —7:30 a.m.
Robert Symmes (Family)

Tuesday, February 12 —7:30 am.
Rev. William C. Smith

Wednesday, February 13 —7:30 am.
Rev. John F. McDonald

Thursday, February 14 —7:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff (Family)

Friday, February 15 —7:30 a.m.
Eleanor Day
(Eugenia Nowik & Family)

Saturday, February 16 - 4:30 p.m.
Maria Figueiredo
(Maria & Richard Madden and Family)

Sunday, February 17 —8:00 a.m.
Floyd Huntington (Dorothy Clark)

Sunday, February 17 - 10:30 am.
Ingolf Petersen (The Traynor Family)

THANK YOU!

| would like to thank Mr. Michael Munley, Chair of
the Finance Council, and his daughter Vanessa for
their presentation last week of our annual financial
report. Thanks also to the members of our Finance
Council and to Dianne Rumsey, our parish
accountant, for their dedicated work on behalf of
our parish.

with Thanks,
Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP -THANK YOU!
We would like to thank a parishioner who wishes to
remain anonymous for their $500 gift.

with Gratitude

Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS

The candle in the church burns this week for

God’s Peace and Blessings for John St. Onge
(Requested by the . Onge Family)

The candle in the chapel burns this week for the

Victims of the Southern Tornadoes
(Requested by Our Parish Family)

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication, please
call the Parish Office at 568-5240.
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ADULT ALTAR SERVERS

Did you want to be an atar server

when you were young? Our parishis

looking for individuals willing

to participate in our bereavement

ministry by serving funeral masses.
This is an important ministry of presence, healing
and outreach. Training will be available. If you are
interested, you can contact Toni Amberg at
568-9069 or Fr. Curran at 568-5240.

LENTEN THOUGHTS

We are one human family whatever our national,
racial, ethnic, economic, and ideologica
differences. We are our brothers and sisters
keepers, wherever they may be. Loving our
neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking
world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the
pursuit of justice and peace. Pope Paul VI taught
that “if you want peace, work for justice” The
Gospel calls us to be peacemakers. Our love for all
our sisters and brothers demands that we promote
peace in a world surrounded by violence and
conflict.

— United States Catholic Conference of Bishops

RETREAT GOOD TIMES!
The following is another testimonia from a
parishioner who participated in the Holy Family
Men's Retreat January 11 — 13.

“This year's Men's Retreat theme, ‘Just for
today...” really resonated with me. Each of the
retreatants received a copy of Pope John WIII's
Daily Decalogue; the Decalogue is a list of ten
things to strive to do JUST FOR TODAY, such as, |
will not criticize anyone, | will not try to solve all
the problems of my life all at once, and | will have
no fears, to name a few. | have taped this
Decalogue to my monitor at work so | can begin
each day with these wonderful reminders. We had
a great group of men from . Christopher thisyear,
and | enjoyed the time we were able to spend
breaking bread together. The only issue | had with
the retreat this year was that there were no
meatballs!”
Shalom,

Phil Gossdlin

Support
St. Christopher School’s
Annual Auction

The Auction committee is busy planning another
event to remember. They are presently soliciting
new goods and services to be auctioned off. Do you
have something new you would like to donate for the
auction?

Are you a handyman, tutor, musician, babysitter or do
you have some other skill or talent? Would you be
willing to have that skill or service auctioned off to
the highest bidder with all proceeds going to
St. Christopher School? If yes, please giveusacall.

The committee is aso looking for advertisers for
our catalog. You can support the auction by placing
a business or personal advertisement. A personal ad
can celebrate a specia birthday, anniversary,
promotion, etc. All ads will be printed in the auction
catalog. Gold and Platinum ads include a posting to
the auction website. Advertisements are available in
the following sizes and costs:

Bronze Sponsor - $25 business card ad
Silver Sponsor - $50 quarter page ad
Gold Sponsor - $100 half page ad plus website
Platinum Sponsor - $200 full page ad plus website

Please contact Carol at 568-4126 or the school office
at 568-4100 to discuss your donation. A donor
receipt will be provided.

The auction will be held on April 5, 2008. Tickets
will be available for purchase soon. So, please keep
the date open!

OFFICE HOURS
Our parish office will be operating
on a reduced schedule the next
couple of weeks. The scheduleis:

Week of February 11

Mon., Tues., Wed.: 8:30 am. —3:30 p.m.
Thurs., Fri.: 11:00 am. —3:30 p.m.

Week of February 18
Monday: Closed (President’s Day)
Tues., - Fri.: 11:00 am. —3:30 p.m.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
First Sunday of Lent — Matthew 4:1-11

Today’s Gospel story follows immediately on Jesus
baptism and endorsement by his Father as his “Beloved
Son” to whom we are to listen. Note that Jesus is led into
the desert by the Spirit of God. The purpose clearly is not
to lead him to do evil but as a testing of his fitness for his
coming mission. Will he fail like our First Parents or like
the Israglites of old? Or will be prove himself worthy of
the mission he has been given? The testing will be done
not by God directly but by the Evil One, the Tempter. Itis
pictured as taking place in a barren region between
Jerusalem and the Dead Sea.

Jesus, like Moses before him, had fasted for 40 days.
He is aone in the wilderness without food. He is hungry,
weak and vulnerable. Now is the time for the Tempter to
move in.

It is important to realize that all temptations — and these
tests are no exception — come to us under the guise of some
kind of goodness. No sane person chooses the purely evil
unless some positive benefit is seen to come from it. In
each of the three tests today, Jesus is being led on to do
something which would seem to enhance his mission as
Lord and Savior.

In fact, these three tests are really symbols of real tests
that we find in the life of Jesus. Jesus did produce large
guantities of bread on two occasions but not for himself but
rather to feed the hungry. He reected calls from his
opponents to prove who he was by performing some
striking signs. He said the only sign would be his own
death and resurrection. After one of the feedings (astold in
John’s gospel), he had the crowd at his feet and they
wanted to make him king. Instead, he fled to the mountains
to pray to his Father and packed his ambitious disciples off
in aboat and into a storm which gave them something else
to think about - survival.

Jesus passes all three tests and will continue to do so all
during his life right up to the moment of his death. In the
garden of Gethsemane, he will beg to be spared the horrors
of his Passion but will then put aside his own fears of
suffering and death and accept his Father’'s way. On the
cross he will make the despairing cry, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me? and soon after, in total
submission, say: “Into your hands | surrender my life.”

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

The way of the Father isthe only way that will
lead him — and us — to the life that never ends and
when all tears will be wiped away. At the
beginning of Lent, we need to ask ourselves,
“Where is God leading us?” We can ask that
because God has plans for us just like he did for
Jesus. Do we feel something within us? Calling
us? Moving us? If not, we must look closer,
becauseit isthere. Get intouch withit thisLent.

— The Liturgy Committee

1.1 billion people do not have
access to clean  water,
representing 17% of the world’s
popul ation.

(World Health Organization)

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Catholic Graduates Club of Greater Hartford,
Inc. will award two scholarships of $1,000 each to
Catholic students who are high school seniors and
who plan to attend a four-year college in the fall
of 2008. The applicants must reside in Hartford
County. Students are chosen on the basis of
financial need, scholarship, character, leadership
and achievement.

Our club has awarded over $81,000 to 136
scholarship recipients during the past 56 years.
Students are chosen on the basis of financial need,
scholarship, character, leadership and
achievement.

Information can be obtained by contacting
guidance counselors or principals in area high
schools. If the local school does not have this
information available, it may be obtained by
writing to:

The Catholic Graduates Club of Greater Hartford
Attn: Scholarship Chairperson

P.O. Box 1501

Hartford, CT 06144-1501

Deadline for submittal of scholarship applications
isMarch 15, 2008.
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REFLECTIONSFOR LENT 2008
“Simplify”

This year, as we embark on our Lenten journey, the
Liturgy Committee would like to provide you with a
cdendar to assist you in your daly or weekly
reflections. Each week of Lent will have a different
theme, and we will offer reflections, prayers, and
activities centered on that theme. We are hoping that
this tool will assist you in your endeavors to become
closer to God.

While we journey together, we ask that you keep the
following things in mind in order to develop inner
peace. We are in hopes that they will enhance your
journey and your life. We also hope that the parish
activities, prayer services, etc. will be part of your
journey. We give them as suggestions and invitations,
whether you embrace them or not is up to you.

They are:

First, Live Attentively. Buddhists call this mindfulness.
Simply put, it means to be aware of life. Hear the
silence of the snow. Feel the cracksin the earth. Look
directly into another’s eyes. Pay attention to every
single moment alone and that moment alone. Feel it.
Take it into your bones. Let it transform you. (we need
to do thisin order to make the second possible!)

Second, Learn to let go. Start to simplify your life.
Simplify your possessions, your thoughts, your desires,
your expectations. When you can let you, your arms
are open and ready to receive al the good things God
longs to give you.

Third, Develop intimacy with God. Gather yourself a
phrase or thought from the calendar. Let the thought or
phrase filter through your heart and mind throughout
the day. Say it when you stand in the grocery line,
when you eat your lunch, when you scrape ice off your
car. Let it settle deeply in your heart so that it can work
from within to bring you into closer intimacy with God.
Lent need not be a time to live in guilt and shame.
Instead it may be time when we find ourselves in the
place where we pay attention to our stirrings, in that
place of deep stillness where the hunger of our souls
and the heart of God meet.

(Portions of this article taken from www.explorefaith.org)

A GIFT
This beautiful poem was written by a parishioner
who wishes to remain anonymous.

Each day isagift from God

in the lives of everyone;
Astheyearsroll by and we look back,
what good have we really done?

Did we touch the heart
of afriend in need;

or ahungry child

did we help to feed?

Did we assist ayoungster
his potential to reach;

did welive by a code

from which we could teach?

Keep your efforts strong,

with care and with love;

Seek the Good Lord' s guidance
from the heavens above.

Thejoy you get

from all you achieve,
begins with your faith
and all you believe.

CATHOLIC CELEBRATION
OF MARRIAGE WEEK

February 10 - 16

The Archdiocese celebrates Marriage Week to
recognize the blessings and challenges of the
vocation of marriage. Here are some ways each of
us can help to celebrate this week.

Pray for married couples you know, especially
those facing challenges.

Thank a couple (or surviving spouse) whose
marriage has touched your life.

Offer to baby-sit for a couple you know so they
can spend afew hours together.

Visit www.foryourmarriage.org — the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s website
for marriage.

If married, pray with and for your spouse and
for your marriage.



