urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call
you have received,

with all bumility and gentleness, with patience,

bearing with one another through love,

striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit

through the bond of peace.

EPHESIANS 4:1-4
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Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

February 3, 2008

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown
mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will

be called children of God." - Matthew 5:7-9

- February 2 - 10, 2008

Saturday, February 2 - 4:30 p.m.
Emily and David LaMontagne
(The Walking Club of . Christopher’s)

Sunday, February 3 —8:00 a.m.
Helen K osiorek Kronen — 22" Anniversary
(Son Joe & Carolyn Kronen)

Sunday, February 3 - 10:30 am.
Steven R. Zocco — In Memory of His Birthday
(Mom & Family)

Monday, February 4 — 7:30 am.
Rev. William C. Smith

Tuesday, February 5—7:30 am.
Special Intentionsfor
Dr. Kevin Dinowitz & Rosemary Murak

Thursday, February 7 —7:30 am.
Paul E. Franklin
(Wife Claire)

Saturday, February 9 - 4:30 p.m.
Lester Pelkey
(Lionel, Virginia & Family)

Sunday, February 10 —8:00 a.m.
Joseph Leonardo
(Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, February 10 - 10:30 am.
Walter M osher
(Staff & Sudents of S. Christopher School)

OUR TITHING PARISH

Weekly Collection (January 27): $ 6,257
Same Sunday in 2007: $ 7,350

My personal thanks for your generous support
of our parish. By sharing your time, talent and
treasure, you enable us to further the mission of
bringing Christ to our families, our young
people, our community and our world!

with Gratitude,
Fr. Curran

SANCTUARY LAMPS

The candle in the church burns this week

In Loving Memory of Bob Connors
(Requested by Wife Bev)

The candle in the chapel burns this week

In Loving Memory of Fr. William McGrath
(Requested by Our Parish Family)

For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call the Parish Office at 568-5240.

Please pray for:

Dorothy Crowley
(Aunt of Kathleen Madej)

Raymond Dion
Gertrude Murray

DAILY MASS-FEBRUARY 5

The daily Mass on Tuesday, February 5, will be
celebrated in our parish Chapel as our church hall will
again be used as a polling place.




TELEPHONE: (860) 568-5240

FAX: (860) 568-0673

PAGE 2

Today we celebrate together with the

universal Church World Day for

Consecreated Life. We thank those

men and women who answering the

Lord’'s call take vows of poverty,

chastity, and obediance. Those who
choose to live a consecrated life give public, intentional
witness to the universal call to alife of holiness.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, February 4
at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our specia guest will be
Fr. Curran. Refreshmentswill be served. Dues of $10.00
per person will be collected at this meeting from those
who have not yet paid. New members are encouraged
to join. If you have any questions, please call Rose
Y ergeau at 568-4029.

Reminders:

In an effort to ease the congestion in the parking lot at
the time that school parents are picking up their children,
Socia Club members, who do not require use of the
handicap spaces, are asked to park in the area at the back
of the church. Thank you for your cooperation.

Donations of non-perishable food items to benefit the
town’s Food Bank will be accepted at this meeting.

CATHOLIC BOOK STORE
COMING TO ST. CHRISTOPHER’S

The Archdiocese of Hartford's Catholic Book Store is on
the road again with its bookmobile ministry. They will
come to St. Christopher’s next weekend of February 9
and 10. Their van will be filled with an immense display
of spiritual goods for parishioners of all ages, such as
books, religious gifts for all occasions, CD’s and
cassettes, children’s books, gifts and videos, items for
Lent and Easter. Be sure to alow yourself time to
browse before or after Mass next weekend.

THANK YOU NOTES
We recently received some beautifully written notes
thanking our parishioners for their generous donations
our recipients received through our Hearts and Hands
program. These notes are on display on the Bulletin
Board in the church hall. We invite you to stop by to
read these |etters of appreciation.

MEN'SRETREAT
The following is another testimonial from a
parishioner who participated in the Holy Family
Men's Retreat January 11 —13.

“Lifé's dituations are larger than our current
situations are; remember, from the appropriately
named hymn that “all will be well”. God loves us
more than we love ourselves. The things we focus on
in our daily lives are those things that we give life to.
In concert with the retreat theme (Only for Today)
do not worry about the past or the future, concentrate
on the present: Only for today...I will...”

— Bob Mazurkivich

RICE BOWLS

&O?RIO
Bowl, ;g
sponsored by Catholic Relief ¥

Operation Rice

&
Services, is once again a s
feature of our parish Lenten observance. It is a
wonderful way for the whole family to foster a
Lenten spirit, through the personal stories of people
around the world who are served by Catholic Relief
Services.

The Home Caendar Guide is particularly
helpful. It provides examples from six countries,
offers recipes for smple meals to help us be more
aware of the needs of the poor and encourage some
daily financial sacrifice. This is an excellent way
for children to grow a spirit of outreach and service
— a true global solidarity with our brothers and
sistersin other nations.

The Rice Bowls and Home Calendars can be
found on the tables at the church entrances.

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES

The Credo Catholic Singles is hosting a
St. Vaentine's Day Potluck Dinner on Thursday,
February 14 at 6:30 p.m. in the Donnelly Parish
Center Chapel at St. Rita Church in Hamden. The
evening will include time for Catholic singles to
socialize, share a mea and listen to music as we
remember St. Valentine. Please bring your favorite
dish (A-H: main dish; I-R: side dish; S-Z: dessert.)
$5.00 donation includes a free raffle ticket with a
chance to win some great prizes. For more
information, please call Harriet at (203) 248-3184.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 5:1-12a

Today we begin the Sermon on the Mount. In
Matthew’s gospel, Jesus is presented as the new
Moses. He presents five long discourses by Jesus,
which can be seen to match the Pentateuch, the five
first books of the Bible, traditionally attributed to
Moses as their author and which embody the Jewish
Law. Just as the Pentateuch embodies the Jewish way
of life, so these discourses embody Jesus vision of
the life he proposes for us.

The Sermon on Mount is the first of these five
discourses. It is not a tape recording or a verbatim
record of an actual sermon or address. Rather, itisa
collection of sayings and teachings focusing on the
personal qualities expected of a disciple of Jesus.

It is given on a mountain. Mountains are
traditionally seen as holy places where God is
specially present and there are severa instances in
both the Hebrew and Christian Testaments where
mountains feature in a significant way. Apart from
today’ s example, we have, to give just two examples,
Mount Sinai where God gave the Law to Moses and
the Transfiguration where something of Jesus inner
reality was revealed to three chosen disciples.

Jesus sat down, a position of authority, e.g. when
the Pope speaks officially, he does so ex cathedra,
sitting on his chair or throne. His audience consists
of the Twelve, his other disciples and all those who
wish to hear what he says.

Just as the Ten Commandments are the core of the
Jewish way of life and alaw to follow, so Beatitudes
are the core of the Christian way of life. Yet, they are
often not understood as such. In many ways, they are
largely ignored as guides to Christian living and many
Christians dtill regard the Ten Commandments as
their life guide. (How many priests have heard
anyone refer to the Beatitudes in making their
‘confessions’!)

However, there are major differences between the
Commandments and the Beatitudes. In aliteral sense

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

a least, the Commandments are fairly easy to keep.
And, what is very significant as far as the Gospel is
concerned, they can be observed without love. They
can be kept in a very selfish, self-centered way. This
was perhaps the problem of the rich man who said he
kept the Commandments since he was young but
could not bring himself to share his wealth with the
poor. This was surely a failure in love for the
neighbor. And so he could not become a disciple of
Jesus.

In the society where Jesus grew up, a good person
was understood as one who kept the Law perfectly.
In fact, many of them can be kept by not doing
anything at all e.g. not stealing, not being violent, not
doing any sexual acts, not talking about other
people... A highly introverted, narrow-minded
Puritan might very well be observing the
Commandments to the letter. And this was where the
conflict arose between Jesus and the Scribes and
Pharisees.

Strictly speaking, the Beatitudes are not
commandments. They are not so much things to be
done or rules to be kept as deep-down attitudes of
mind. And, in fact, their observance is only possible
with a deep love of God and of other people. They
can never be kept fully — they are goas that are
always calling us further. They never leave any room
for complacency. They involve not merely a personal
observance of some ethical rules but a deep concern
to be involved in the building up of the world we live
in, helping to make it a place of truth, love,
compassion, justice, freedom and peace. Thisiswhat
the Kingdom is all about. One can never say about
the Beatitudes what the rich man said to Jesus,
namely, that he had kept al the commandments since
he was young.

It is a completely different ball game. Are we
ready for it?

— The Liturgy Committee



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — FEBRUARY 3, 2008 PAGE 4

Ash Wednesday — February 6

Masses: 9:00 am. and 5:30 p.m.
Prayer Service: 12:15 p.m.

Ashes will be distributed at the Masses and at the
Prayer Service.

L ent 2008..." Simplify”

This year, to enhance our Lenten experience, the
Liturgy Committee has chosen the theme of
"simplify." We are in hopes that with this reminder
we will al take the time to slow down, pray, and
allow the beauty of the season to foster a sense of
centering, quiet, and simplicity!

A few things to watch for during the season of Lent
are:

" Soup and Stations' ...a sharing of simple soup
and bread (with conversation and sharing with fellow
parishioners) at 5:30 p.m. followed by Stations of the
Cross beginning at 6:30 p.m.. This will take place on
the following Wednesday evenings during the season:
February 13, 20, 27 and March 5, 12. Children from
our parish school and religious education program
have been invited to lead usin the Stations.

So...dig out your favorite (ssmple) soup recipes and
mark your calendars to keep Wednesday evenings
free. "Be church" with us and get to know the people
in your church family. Two or three volunteers will
be needed to prepare soup and/or bread for each
Wednesday. If you are interested in helping out,
please call the parish office at 568-5240 and indicate
on which date you are willing to help and whether
you will be providing soup or bread. Soup and bread
ae al we will need. No desserts please
(remember...simplify!).

Penance Service...an opportunity to gather as a
community and share in the gift of forgiveness. The
service will be held Monday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m.

Weekly Reflections to enhance your
prayer experience as well as ssmple activities
that will allow for opportunities to live the
season and its simplicity!

Daily Mass will be celebrated Monday
through Friday at 7:30 am. Thisis agreat way
to draw closer to our Eucharistic Lord. Come,
join us!

— The Liturgy Committee

L enten Regulations

The Church gives us the following regulations
for the Lenten Season. Fasting is required for
those 18-59 years of age on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. Fasting means eating only one
full meal and two light meals. Eating between
meals is not permitted, although liquids may be
taken at anytime. Abstinence from meat is
required on Ash Wednesday and al Fridays
during Lent for those 14 years of age and older.
Abstinence means not eating meat at all during
the day.

' PRAYER TREE NETWORK
)y, Our Prayer Tree Network is available
(7 v- to receive your prayer requests which

~ will be handled with care and in a
confidential manner. It is not
necessary to give the last name of the
individual for whom prayers are being
requested, but it would be helpful if some idea
of the situation is given so the 60+ members of
our Prayer Tree Network can pray for your
intention appropriately. To request prayers,
please cal our Prayer Tree coordinator,
Bev Connors, at 432-1530 or send an e-mail to
bcrc2@hotmail.com.  Messages are checked
daily. If you would like to join our Prayer Tree
Network, please contact Bev Connors.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE...by Bud Ozar

It isin our family where we learn to be merciful
and comforting to others. The Beatitudes of the
Kingdom of God begin in at home and depend
on you.



