SAINT CHRISTOPHER CHURCH

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673
E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net

Website: www.stchris-eh.org

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara
Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH SECRETARY
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Carol Waterman — 521-7411

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Alice Gosselin — 568-5001

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Ellen Rudzis — 289-5598

SCHOOL'’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Maria Sousa — 895-8692

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sandra Bonfiglio, Martha Gaudreau and
Kevin Hadyka — 895-8692

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the preceding

Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY
Wednesday: 7:00 PM - Chapel

PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By appointment with Deacon Bill
Gilles - 633-8997

BAPTISMS
By appointment with Deacon Bill
Gilles - 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least
six months in advance at 568-5240

COORDINATOR OF
COMMITTEE
Sue Sadolfo — 568-4373

PRO-LIFE

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396
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Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time

January 27, 2008

From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." As he
was walking by the Sea of Galileg, he saw two brothers,
Simon who is caled Peter, and his brother Andrew,
casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to
them, "Come after me, and | will make you fishers of
men." - Matthew 4:17-19

- January 26 — February 3, 2008

Saturday, January 26 - 4:30 p.m.
Maria Figueiredo (Eugenia Nowik & Family)

Sunday, January 27 — 8:00 am.
Lucy Conti — 14" Anniversary (Family)

Sunday, January 27 - 10:30 am.
Raymond Galvin (Dave & Chickie Amberg)

Monday, January 28 — 7:30 a.m.
Anthony Charles Berardone — 1% Anniversary
(Aunt Carolyn & Joe Kronen)

Monday, January 28 —9:00 a.m.
For the Deceased Staff Members and Alumni
of St. Christopher School

Tuesday, January 29 — 7:30 a.m.
Rev. Joseph G. Moffo

Wednesday, January 30 — 7:30 am.
God’s Blessingson Margaret McCormack in
Celebration of Her 90" Birthday (Jean Tudesco)

Thursday, January 31 — 7:30 am.
William Wade (Wife Bonnie)

Saturday, February 2 - 4:30 p.m.
Emily and David LaM ontagne
(The Walking Club of . Christopher’s)

Sunday, February 3 —8:00 am.
Helen Kosiorek Kronen — 22" Anniversary
(Son Joe & Carolyn Kronen)

Sunday, February 3 - 10:30 am.
Steven R. Zocco — In Memory of His Birthday
(Mom & Family)

OUR TITHING PARISH

Weekly Collection (January 20): $ 6,774
Same Sunday in 2007: $ 7,360

My sincere thanks for al you do to make our
parish a place where Christ is encountered and
where His joy and life are shared with and for
others!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

THE SANCTUARY LAMPS
The Sanctuary Lamps, located near the
tabernacles in our church and our chapel, are
ultimate symbols of “The Light of Christ.”
By having a weekly dedication for each Sanctuary
Lamp, we can remember those closest to us who are in
the most need for the Light of Christ in their lives. Beit
family, friends, souls of our loved ones or those we may
not even know, you as a parishioner will play an
important role in truly shedding the Light of Christ
throughout the Church by making a weekly dedication.
For information on scheduling a weekly dedication,
please call Bonnie at the Parish Office at 568-5240.

SCHOOL MASS
A Mass will be celebrated with the
school children on Monday, January 28
at 9:00 am. All parishioners and school
families are invited to this liturgy!

STEWARDSHIP - GOOD NEWS!

We are thankful for all who throughout the year
make meaningful, generous and sacrificia gifts to help
our parish to continue its mission of proclaiming the
good news of Christ Jesus.

We are especidly thankful for special Christmas
and end-of-the-year gifts which are assisting us in our
operating budget needs and in addressing the many
capital needs of our large parish campus.

We note in a speciad way three gifts from
parishioners, one for $2,000, one for $2,500 and one for
$5,000. | am moved and grateful for these parishioners
and for each one of you who share your time, talent and
treasure to make St. Christopher’s such a loving and
caring parish.

with Gratitude,
Fr. Curran
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LENT 2008... “SIMPLIFY”

This year, to enhance our Lenten experience,

the Liturgy Committee has chosen the theme of
"simplify.” We are in hopes that with this
reminder we will all take the time to slow

down, pray, and allow the beauty of the season

to foster a sense of centering, quiet, and simplicity!

A few things to watch for during the season of Lent are:

" Soup and Stations" ...a sharing of simple soup and bread
(with conversation and sharing with fellow parishioners) at
5:30 p.m. followed by Stations of the Cross beginning at 6:30
p.m.. This will take place on the following Wednesday
evenings during the season: February 13, 20, 27 and
March 5, 12. Children from our parish school and religious
education program have been invited to lead us in the
Stations.

Penance Service..an opportunity to gather as a
community and share in the gift of forgiveness.
The service will be held Monday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m.

Weekly Reflections to enhance your prayer experience as
well as simple activities that will allow for opportunities to
live the season and its simplicity!

So...dig out your favorite (simple) soup recipes and mark
your calendars to keep Wednesday evenings free.
"Be church" with us and get to know the people in your
church family. Two or three volunteers will be needed to
prepare soup and/or bread for each Wednesday. If you are
interested in helping out, please call the parish office at 568-
5240 and indicate on which date you are willing to help and
whether you will be providing soup or bread. Soup and
bread are al we will need. NO desserts please
(remember...simplify!).

— The Liturgy Committee

FIRST RECONCILIATION

We congratulate over 40 of our children

who celebrated their First Reconciliation

on Saturday, January 26 here at

St. Christopher’s. We aso thank their

parents and families for their dedication

in raising their children in the practice of
the faith. Special thanks as well go to Maria Sousa,
Coordinator of Religious Education, Kathleen Madeg,
Principal of our Parish School, and Catechists Lori Brunette
and Diane Johnston.

MEN'SRETREAT
The following is a testimonial from a
parishioner who participated in the Holy
Family Men’s Retreat January 11 — 13.

“Over the past 7 years | have attended
5 annual retreats with other men from
S. Christopher parish. Every year | look
forward to the timely and inspirational topics
and workshops. The annual retreat is a great
way to get to know other parishioners and to
meet many people from surrounding parishes.
| find it very refreshing for mind, body and
soul when | make the effort to carve time out
of my hectic schedule. It is so important to
just be quiet and to listen to God® message
for me. The music is fantastic, the food is
plentiful and tasty. The workshops are
meaningful and relevant every year. The staff
and other retreatants are truly motivational.
As soon as | got home this year, | marked my
calendar for the next retreat. | am already
looking forward to the 2nd weekend in
January 2009. 1 hope to see you there as
well.”
Sncerely,

Scott Gay

CONGRATULATIONS
We extend our congratulations @ to
Emily Miele, daughter of Anthony and
Charleen Miele, who was inducted into
Mercy High School’s McAuley Chapter of the
National Honor Society on November 15,
2007. Well done, Emily!

CATHOLIC BOOK STORE
COMING TO ST. CHRISTOPHER’S
The Archdiocese of Hartford’s Catholic Book
Store is on the road again with its bookmobile
ministry. They will come to St. Christopher’s
on the weekend of February 9 and 10. Their
van will be filled with an immense display of
gpiritual goods for parishioners of al ages,
such as books, religious gifts for all occasions,
CD’ s and cassettes, children’s books, gifts and
videos, items for Lent and Easter. Be sure to
allow yourself time to browse before or after

Mass on that weekend.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 4:12 - 23

After the arrest of John the Baptist, Jesus moves up
north to Galilee. It ishishome province. Itiswhere he
will begin his public life. Matthew says that Jesus left
his home town of Nazareth and went to live in
Capernaum, a town in Galilee, which, he tells us, is on
the shore of the Sea of Galilee “in the area of Zebulun
and Naphtali”. This reminds the evangelist of a
prophecy from Isaiah which Matthew now sees being
fulfilled.

At thistime Galilee did not seem an obvious choice
for the Messiah’'s mission. It was regarded as a
‘remote’ province. (“Can anything good come from
Nazareth?’, Nathanial asked with some surprise and
cynicism.) It was a rebellious region where even Jews
were not noted for their observance of the Law.

Yet the prophecy suggests that the Light of the
World is to be found in Galilee. Galilee, of al places,
is to be the light of the nations? Not for nothing do we
speak of a*“God of surprises’!

But it is precisely in this Galilean town of
Capernaum that Jesus, the Messiah, begins his mission.
His preaching is summed up in one deceptively ssmple
sentence: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
‘Preaching’ would be better translated ‘proclaiming’,
making an announcement of Good News.

Wheat is this “good news’? The Greek eu-angelion,
from which comes the Latin “evangelium”, is translated
into modern English as “gospel”. This is a variant of
the earlier ‘God-Spel’ or ‘good news .

And what is this good news? The Good News is
that the “Kingdom of Heaven” is near. “Kingdom of
Heaven” can be a very misleading term. To many, it
may be identified with “heaven”, the “place up there”
where we hope to go to after death, if we have behaved
ourselves.

In fact, it is important to be aware that the term in

this context has far less to do with a future life than
with our life here in this world. The other gospels

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

speak more directly of the “kingdom of God”
which, in fact, is what Matthew aso means.
However, Matthew’s gospel was written for a
Christian community consisting primarily of
converted Jews. In their tradition, they were very
reluctant ever to use the name of God directly and
so Matthew throughout his gospel speaks of God in
indirect ways. One was is to use the term “heaven”
or to use the passive voice of a verb, eg. “Whose
sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them.” He
does not say by whom they are forgiven but God is
clearly understood.

Again, “kingdom” for us suggests the territory
ruled over by a king. The Greek word the
evangelists use is basileia from the word basileus
which means aking. Basileiais better trandated as
‘rule’, ‘reign’ or ‘kingship’. It indicates more the
power of being a king than the place where over
which one is king. To be in the kingdom, then, is
not to be in a particular place, either in this life or
the next. Rather it is to be living one's life —
wherever we are — under the loving power of God.
It is to be in a relationship of loving submission to
one's God and Lord and to be in an environment
where values like truth, love, compassion, justice,
freedom, community, and peace prevail.

Today’s call isasking us not just to fit Jesus into
our chosen way of living but to fit ourselvesinto his
vision of life. In doing so, we are not making a
sacrifice; we are on to a sure winner where we can
only gain.

— The Liturgy Committee

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

by Bud Ozar
When Jesus called his disciples, b A
they came  “immediately.” v
Parents wish their children would q
respond as quickly, but they A

don’'t. Children slowly grow into ‘ A
responsibility. It isa process like 0 m
waking, not done “imme-

diately”, but in small steps.

Parenting demands  patient ‘ 1
encouragement.
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St. Christopher School Open House
Tuesday, January 29
(Snow Date: Wednesday, January 30)

St. Christopher School invites you to attend our Open
House for prospective families of Pre-Kindergarten to
Grade Eight students on Tuesday, January 29. There will
be two sessions:

9:00-11:00 a.m. (while school isin session)
7:00 — 8:00 p.m. (includes tour)

You can attend one or both sessions. Come and learn
about our program of excellence and meet some of the
staff, students, and parents. St. Christopher School
provides a value-oriented education in a safe and
comfortable environment. Learn more about our:

Religious Education Program

Full-day Kindergarten

Strong Academic Program

Caring faculty & staff

World Language & Algebra

Instruction in Art & Music

State of the Art Computer Classes for all grades
Physical education & sports program

Extra curricular activities

After-School Program

Our graduates leave St. Christopher’ s prepared to excel in
higher education. St. Christopher School is accredited by
the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.
Applications are now available for enrollment for Fall
2008. We hope to see you there.

For more information, please call the school office at
568-4100 or visit www.sai ntchristopherschool.org

ST. CHRISTOPHER
STUDENTSRECYCLE!

Students of Saint Christopher School have been earning
money by participating in the Funding Factory Recycling
Program. We collect empty laser and inkjet cartridges and
used cell phones from the community and send them to the
Funding Factory in exchange for cash. All proceeds are
used to support our technology program. Please help us by
donating your used cartridges and cell phones. A blue
collection bin has been placed in the church wing for your
convenience. Thank you for your assistance! If you have
any questions please contact Sharon Walker @ 461-2050.

CATHOLIC
SCHOOLSWEEK

Catholic Schools Week, the

annual celebration of Catholic

schools and their contribution to

their communities and the nation,

is set for January 27 through

February 2. For more than three decades, the
nation’s Catholic schools have spent the last week
of January recalling what makes Catholic education
special.

The 2008 theme is “Catholic Schools Light the
Way,” which highlights the mission of Catholic
schools to provide a faith-based education that
supports the whole child academically and
spiritually and prepares students for future success.
As a result of the multifaceted education Catholic
school students are receiving today, they will ‘light
the way’ to a brighter future through their
leadership in our communities, government,
businesses and families.

St. Christopher School, along with other
Catholic schools across the country, will observe
the week by organizing a variety of specia
programs for students, teachers and parents. Many
schooals, including St. Christopher’s will hold open
houses so that community members can learn more
about the value of Catholic education. We invite
you to attend our parish school’s open house to
learn more about the Catholic school education
that’ s available right here in our parish community.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
There are 7,498 Catholic schools in the United
States. 6,288 of the schools are elementary/middle
schools and 1,210 are secondary schools.

Source: The NCEA, 2007

THANK YOU!

The Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Dale R.
Hoyt, would like to extend his sincere gratitude to
all those who contributed to last week’s High
School Collection. The donations totaled $1,690.
“Your support of the young people in our Catholic
high schools and of the ministry of Catholic school
education is deeply appreciated. Thank you for
helping us provide our students with an Education
for aLifetime.”



