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Second Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

 

January 20, 2008 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

January 19 - 27, 2008 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, January 19 - 4:30 p.m. 
Stan Traynor  (Wife & Family) 

 
Sunday, January 20 – 8:00 a.m. 

Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters) 
 

Sunday, January 20 - 10:30 a.m. 
Edward Sochon (Dave & Chickie Amberg) 

 
Monday, January 21 – 7:30 a.m. 

Gerry Mar tin (Wife Jan & Family) 
 

Tuesday, January 22 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 
Wednesday, January 23 – 7:30 a.m. 

Mar ia Figueiredo (Anjelo & Maria Barro) 
 

Thursday, January 24 – 7:30 a.m. 
Lucia Napoli (Antonietta Torretta) 

 
Friday, January 25 – 7:30 a.m. 

Elizabeth Barno (Grandchildren) 
 

Saturday, January 26 - 4:30 p.m. 
Mar ia Figueiredo (Eugenia Nowik & Family) 

 
Sunday, January 27 – 8:00 a.m. 

Lucy Conti – 14th Anniversary (Family) 
 

Sunday, January 27 - 10:30 a.m. 
Raymond Galvin (Dave & Chickie Amberg) 

 
OUR TITHING PARISH 

 

 

 Weekly Collection (January 13): $  5,436 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $  7,361 
 

Many thanks for your generous support of our 
parish!  Together, we make St. Christopher’s the 
vibrant and welcoming faith community Christ 
calls us to be. 

 with Gratitude, 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP – GOOD NEWS! 
 We are thankful for all who throughout the year 
make meaningful, generous and sacrificial gifts to 
help our parish to continue its mission of proclaiming 
the good news of Christ Jesus. 
 We are especially thankful for special Christmas 
and end-of-the-year gifts which are assisting us in our 
operating budget needs and in addressing the many 
capital needs of our large parish campus. 
 We note in a special way three gifts from 
parishioners, one for $2,000, one for $2,500 and one 
for $5,000.  I am moved and grateful for these 
parishioners and for each one of you who share your 
time, talent and treasure to make St. Christopher’s 
such a loving and caring parish. 
 
  with Gratitude, 
 

  Fr. Curran 
 
 

THE SANCTUARY LAMPS 
The Sanctuary Lamps, located near the 
tabernacles in our church and our chapel, 
are ultimate symbols of “The Light of 

Christ.”   By having a weekly dedication for each 
Sanctuary Lamp, we can remember those closest to us 
who are in the most need for the Light of Christ in 
their lives.  Be it family, friends, souls of our loved 
ones or those we may not even know, you as a 
parishioner will play an important role in truly 
shedding the Light of Christ throughout the Church 
by making a weekly dedication. 
 For information on scheduling a weekly 
dedication, please call Bonnie at the Parish Office at 
568-5240. 

John testified further, saying, "I saw the Spirit come down like 
a dove from heaven and remain upon him. I did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ©On 
whomever you see the Spirit come down and remain, he is the 
one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.© Now I have seen 
and testified that he is the Son of God." - John 1:32-34 
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ARCHDIOCESAN 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 

COLLECTION 
The second collection this weekend will be taken in 
support of Catholic secondary education, 
particularly East Catholic High School.  Our 
Church and society need moral people of strong 
faith who are committed to social justice and 
servant leadership.  Catholic high schools produce 
just such people!  Please invest generously in the 
future of the Church. 

 
 

A DAY OF PRAYER FOR LIFE 
January 22, 2008 marks the 35th “birthday”  of the 
Supreme Courts abortion-approving decision, Roe 
v. Wade, a ruling that has denied a birthday to 
millions of American children.  Who can 
comprehend the height and depth of the devastation 
this single legal decision has brought to men, 
women, communities and society at large? 
 In observance of this day of prayer, the 
following pro-life Mass and prayer service will be 
celebrated in the Hartford area: 
 

 �  A Mass for Life will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. 
on Tuesday, Jan. 22 at SS. Cyril and Methodius 
Church in Hartford. 

 

 �  A Prayer Service for Life will be held at the 
State Capitol in Hartford at 11:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 22.  For more information, call 
Mary Timmis at 860-838-7095. 

 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
In observance of Martin Luther King Day, the 
parish office will be closed on Monday, January 21.  
We will reopen on Tuesday, January 22 at 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

The Church is growing!  We welcome into our 
Christian community through the holy of waters of 
baptism: 

 

Grace Anne Garro 
 

David Anthony Garro 
 

TEEN VIGIL 
The Vigil Mass next Saturday, January 26 will be the 
second of four Teen Vigils that will be celebrated this 
school year.  These Teen Vigils are designed to 
encourage the teens of our parish to take an active role in 
the ministries at the Mass; such as proclaiming the word, 
leading us in song, etc..  Let us embrace the involvement 
and faithfulness of our teens. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
The next monthly Children’s Liturgy 
will be celebrated next Sunday, Jan. 27 
at 10:30 a.m.  All are invited!  
Hospitality will follow in the church 
hall.  Anyone who wishes to provide a baked good is 
asked to leave their donation in the hall prior to Mass. 
 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, February 4 
at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our special guest will be 
Fr. Curran.  Refreshments will be served.  Dues of $10.00 
per person will be collected at this meeting from those 
who have not yet paid.  New members are encouraged 
to join.  If you have any questions, please call Rose 
Yergeau at 568-4029. 
 
 

 
 

Teaching Position Available 
If teaching is what you love to do and you have a love of 
literature and writing, this may be the ideal position for 
you.  St. Christopher School is looking for a full-time 
Junior High Language Arts Teacher.  For more 
information about this position and the requirements and 
qualities we are seeking, please visit our parish’s website 
to see last weekend’s expanded bulletin article on page 5:  
 

http://www.stchris-eh.org/bulletins/2008-01-13.pdf 
 

You may also call Mrs. Madej at 568-4100. 
 
 

St. Chr istopher  School Open House 
Tuesday, January 29 

(Snow Date:  Wednesday, January 30) 
 

9:00 -11:00 a.m. (while school is in session) 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. (includes tour) 

 

Please see flyer in this weekend’s bulletin for more information. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

John 1:29-34 
 

This weekend we begin again the Ordinary 
Season of the year.  Today’s readings speak about 
two things: (1) the identity of Jesus, and (2) the 
mission of Jesus.  We need to know who Jesus is, if 
we want to be his disciples.  We also need to know 
what his mission is, if we want to be good disciples – 
because a good disciple is also an apostle.  By 
definition, a disciple is a follower.  On the other hand, 
an apostle is the bearer of a message from a superior.  
The Christian disciple not only follows the Gospel of 
Jesus but also helps others to hear and accept it also. 

 
Who is Jesus?  We see him today simultaneously 

in the role of Lord and Servant.  Today’s Gospel 
speaks about Jesus being baptized by John the 
Baptist.  As Jesus approaches, John announces to 
some of his own disciples: “There is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world!”  

 
Why is Jesus called by this strange title, the Lamb 

of God?  It refers back to the origins of the great 
Jewish feast of the Passover.  According to the 
tradition, God had been urging the Pharaoh to let 
God’s people leave Egypt.  There had been a series of 
plagues each time Pharaoh reneged on his promise to 
do so.  The final and most terrible plague involved the 
slaying of every firstborn child in Egypt. 

 
In order that the Israelites might not be punished, 

they were told to smear the doorposts of their houses 
with the blood of a lamb.  When God’s angel struck, 
he passed over the blood-painted houses of the 
Israelites and their children were spared.  They had, 
in effect, been saved by the blood of the lamb. 

 
This is John the Baptist’s meaning: Jesus is the 

new Lamb which brings freedom and liberation from 
the oppression of evil and sin.  He sacrifices himself 
to take away our sins.  Through his death he liberates 
us.  It is no coincidence that Jesus’  sacrificial death 
took place at the Passover.  He is the new Pasch; he is 
the Lamb who both sacrifices himself and is 
sacrificed to liberate us. 

 
 

(continued in the next column) 
 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
Jesus can do this because he is at the same time our 

Lord and our Servant.  Because he is our Lord, he can 
take away our sins; because he is a servant, he 
sacrifices his life for us.  And he is not only our servant, 
he is our friend.  As he told his disciples at the Last 
Supper, the greatest love a person can show is to 
sacrifice one’s life for one’s friends and he insists that 
his disciples are his friends not servants.  Even more, 
Jesus is our Brother. 

 

Jesus is the Light of the whole world.  He wants 
every single person to experience his salvation.  He 
wants every single person to enter the Kingdom of God.  
He wants every person to experience the truth, the love 
and the freedom of the Gospel.  The mission of Jesus is 
to bring all the people of the world back to God, their 
Creator, their Beginning and their End. 

 

The mission of Jesus is also our mission.  We 
cannot be good disciples of Jesus if we are not also 
good apostles.  To be a good Christian necessarily 
entails being a good evangelizer.  Our duty is not only 
to save our own souls and “go to heaven” .  Our duty is 
also to share our faith with others, help them to know 
Jesus and his Gospel, and to experience directly the 
love of God. 

 

Where can we do this?  In our homes and families, 
in our working places, in the area covered by our 
parish. 

 

Let us pray that God will help us to work together 
with Jesus to establish his Kingdom in the whole world 
and especially in that part of it where we live out our 
lives. 

– The Liturgy Committee 
 
 

CHRISTIAN UNITY 
The annual Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity began on Friday, 
January 18, and continues through 
Friday, January 25.  Begun in 1908, 
these days have been set aside each 
year so that Christians the world over 
may share the prayer of Jesus: “ that all 

may be one... that the world may believe”  (John 17:21)  
The theme for 2008 is “Pray without ceasing,”  inspired 
by 1 Thessalonians 5:12a, 13b-18. 
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Left to Right:  Jim Sobestanovich, Phil Gosselin, Roch Girard, Fr. Curran, Scott Gay, Ray Maselek, 
Mike Poirier, Steve Pitura, Tony Sousa, Bob Mazurkivich, Ernie Mintel, Bob Claffey, Dave Amberg, 
Anthony Miele and Deacon Bill Gilles 

 
 
My fellow Parishioners: 
 

We are pleased to report that 15 men from St Christopher’s attended the Holy Family Retreat this past weekend, 
January 11-13, 2008. 
 

The retreat was faith-filled and very gratifying for all the men who attended.  As your Parish Council President, 
I whole heartedly support the retreat movement at St. Christopher’s.  I strongly urge and encourage more men 
AND women in our parish to attend a retreat weekend.  I guarantee if you go once, you will enthusiastically want 
to attend other retreat weekends. 
 

The deep, personal and religious gratification experienced at the retreat is an experience of a life time – I guarantee 
it!  The camaraderie with your fellow parishioners and the deep personal bond of Christian unity that you 
experience at retreats are indescribable. 
 

My wife and I have been attending retreats for many years, and we can unequivocally say that we look forward to 
each and every one of them.  We have also attended “Couple Retreat Weekends”  which truly support and 
reinvigorate the marriage. 
 

The timing of our scheduled retreats could not be better.  The women’s retreat is the first weekend of January, (four 
St. Christopher’s women attended the retreat this year), followed by the men’s retreat the second weekend of 
January.  As each New Year begins, what a perfect time to renew your spiritual bond with God, family and your 
parish. 
 

The Parish Council will discuss the creation of a Retreat Ministry for St. Christopher’s.  We will plan a Retreat 
Pot Luck Supper this fall in support of this ministry.  We will encourage ALL who have attended retreats - men, 
women, couples - to come to the supper and bring another parishioner or couple with you to the dinner. 
 

Our entire parish benefits from the retreat movement.  You will be hearing more testimonials on the retreat in 
upcoming bulletins. 
 

The men and women who have attended retreats in the past cordially invite YOU to attend next year’s retreat.  We 
guarantee you will be personally and spiritually moved beyond Belief! 
 

 – in Faith, Roch Girard 


