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January 12 - 20, 2008 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, January 12 - 4:30 p.m. 
Emily &  David LaMontagne (Helen Little) 

 
Sunday, January 13 – 8:00 a.m. 
William Stone (Wife & Family) 

 
Sunday, January 13 - 10:30 a.m. 

Kather ine Ryan (Al & Sally Labieniec) 
 

Monday, January 14 – 7:30 a.m. 
Ann Sheldon (Helen Little) 

 
Tuesday, January 15 – 7:30 a.m. 

Petronilla Gedra 
(St. Christopher Parish Family) 

 
Wednesday, January 16 – 7:30 a.m. 

Rev. Joseph G. Moffo 
 

Thursday, January 17 – 7:30 a.m. 
Ann Sheldon 

(Friends of Her Small Christian Community) 
 

Friday, January 18 – 7:30 a.m. 
John Olinatz (Children) 

 
Saturday, January 19 - 4:30 p.m. 
Stan Traynor  (Wife & Family) 

 
Sunday, January 20 – 8:00 a.m. 

Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters) 
 

Sunday, January 20 - 10:30 a.m. 
Edward Sochon (Dave & Chickie Amberg) 

 
OUR TITHING PARISH 

 

 

 Weekly Collection (January 6): $  7,795 
 Same Sunday in 2007:  $  9,031 
 
 Holy Day:  Mary, Mother of God: $  2,394 
 Same Holy Day in 2007: $  1,475 
 
 My sincere thanks for all you do to make 

our parish a place where Christ is 
encountered and where His joy and life are 
shared with and for others! 

 

 with Gratitude, 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 
 

HOLIDAY MAILINGS 
 We are happy to have received such positive 
feedback regarding the Christmas mailing that was sent 
out to all registered parishioners. 
 We’d like to thank the following ladies who were so 
kind to help us get this mailing out.  We extend our 
appreciation to: 
  

Jean McNamara Jeanne Sciarra 
Kay McNamara Fran Tebecio 
Claire Newhouse Rose Yergeau 

 
I f you did not receive the Chr istmas mailing, please 
let us know.  We would like to be sure you receive our 
Easter mailing.  You may call the Parish Office at 
568-5240, use the form below or send an e-mail to us at 
stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net.  Thank you! 
 

 

I /We did not receive the Chr istmas mailing. 
Please send the necessary registration paperwork so 
I/we will receive the Easter mailing. 
 
Name:  ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
                _________________________________ 
 
Phone # __________________________________ 
 

(Please put form in collection basket.  Thank you.) 
 

 

After Jesus was baptized, he came up from the water 
and behold, the heavens were opened for him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming upon him. And a voice came from the 
heavens, saying, "This is my beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased." - Mt 3:16-17 
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ARCHDIOCESAN 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 

COLLECTION 
Our Church and society need moral people of strong 
faith who are committed to social justice and servant 
leadership.  Catholic high schools produce just such 
people!  The second collection next weekend, January 
19 and 20, will be taken in support of Catholic 
secondary education, particularly East Catholic High 
School.  Please invest generously in the future of the 
Church. 
 
 

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES 
Beginning January 15 at 7:00 p.m. in St. Christopher’s 
Church Hall, the Credo Catholic Singles will be hosting 
a new monthly gathering of prayer, reflection and 
conversation with fellow Credo members.  Our hope is 
to listen, learn and share in order to deepen our faith 
and experience of God.  Subsequent meetings will be 
held on February 19, March 18 and April 15.  Andrea, 
who has an MA in Spirituality and is completing 
training in Spiritual Direction at the Mercy Center in 
Madison, will lead the program.  We invite Catholics 
who are single, widowed or divorced to join us.  For 
more information, please call Harriet at 203-248-3184 
or visit www.credocath.com. 
 
 

CHRISTIAN UNITY 
The annual Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity begins in five days, on 
Friday, January 18, and continues 
through Friday, January 25.  Begun in 
1908, these days have been set aside 
each year so that Christians the world 
over may share the prayer of Jesus: 

“ that all may be one... that the world may believe”  
(John 17:21)  The theme for 2008 is “Pray without 
ceasing,”  inspired by 1 Thessalonians 5:12a, 13b-18. 
 

“But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters... Be at 
peace among yourselves. And we urge you, beloved 
to admonish the idlers, encourage the faint-hearted, 
help the weak, be patient with all of them. See that 
none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to 
do good to one another and to all. Rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Jesus 
Christ for you.”  

MARCH FOR LIFE 
 The annual March for Life will 
be held on January 22 to express 
support for human life and 

opposition to the Supreme Court’s 1973 decision to 
permit abortion.  A bus trip to Washington has been 
organized by the Connecticut Right to Life Corp.  
Flyers with further information and instructions on 
how to register are posted on the Bulletin Boards at 
the church entrances. 
 For  those who are unable to make the 
Washington tr ip, there will be a Mass for Life at 
SS. Cyril and Methodius Church in Hartford at 9:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, January 22.  At 11:30 a.m. there 
will be a Prayer Service for Life at the State Capitol.  
For more information, please call Mary Timmis at 
(860) 638-7095. 
 
 

TRIBUTE MASS 
Office for Black Catholic Ministries 

invites you to attend a special Archdiocesan Mass 
honoring and remembering 

Dr . Mar tin Luther  K ing, Jr . 
Monday, January 21, 2008 – 9:00 AM 

Cathedral of St. Joseph 
140 Farmington Ave., Hartford 

Main Celebrant:  Rev. John P. Melnick 
Homilist:  Deacon Arthur L. Miller 

Featuring the St. Michael Church Gospel Choir 
All Are Welcome! 

 
 

ANNULMENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
“The ABC’S of Annulments” , an informational 
program designed to answer questions about the 
process of Annulments, will be held on Friday 
January 25, 2008 from 7:00 - 9:00 PM in Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church, 109 Goodwill Avenue, 
Meriden, Connecticut. Brother Larry Lussier, CSC, 
Pastoral Associate at St. Gabriel Church, Milford, 
will be the presenter. Questions and answers will 
follow the presentation. The event is open to all 
seeking an annulment in the Catholic Church. 
Attending this session is required to attend the six 
follow up Annulment Writing Sessions. For further 
information, please call Brother at (203) 937-7040, 
Deacon Eyles (203) 467-3538, Deacon Macaluso 
(203) 488-0195, or Deacon Yatcko at (203) 
248-6958. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Baptism of the Lord - Matthew 3:13-17 

 
We might very well wonder, along with John the 

Baptist, why Jesus needed to be baptized.  “ It is I who 
need baptism from you,”  John said to Jesus, “and yet 
you come to me!”   All those others being baptized in the 
Jordan by John were doing so as a sign of repentance 
for their sins and as an expression of their desire to turn 
around their lives.  How could Jesus, the Son of God, 
be part of this? 

 
The first answer to this is that Jesus in so doing was 

expressing his total solidarity with the human race, of 
which he was a member.  He identified with them, not 
as a sinner but as a fellow human being.  The 
expression of that solidarity is a much higher priority 
for him than any social status he might lose by being 
seen in the close company of confessed sinners.  It was 
a risk he would constantly take because the needs of the 
sinner were more important to him than his reputation 
with the self-righteous.  It will have its final dramatic 
expression as Jesus dies on a cross, executed with and 
like two convicted criminals.  For Jesus, there was 
never such a thing as ‘ face’ , being valued purely on 
external appearance. 

 
However, in order to understand what is happening 

at the River Jordan, we have to go far beyond seeing 
Jesus’  baptism as a matter of dealing with sinfulness. 

 
What is being really emphasized here is the positive 

element of Jesus being totally accepted and confirmed 
by his Father.  What is happening here is that Jesus, as 
he stands there in the River Jordan, is being ‘missioned’  
by his Father for the work he is just about to begin.  He 
is here getting the total endorsement of his Father for 
that work. 

 
As he steps out of the water, the heavens open and 

the Spirit of God comes down on Jesus to fill him with 
all God’s fullness.  “This is my Son, the Beloved; in him 
I am deeply pleased.”  

 
This, we might say, is Jesus’  Pentecost experience.  

It is really what the baptism in the Jordan is about.  And 
it is only something which those with eyes of faith can 
see.  We might also add that it is what our Baptism is 
really about. 

 

(continued in the next column) 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 

As a final reflection it would be useful for us 
today to reflect on the meaning of our own baptism 
and how it relates with that of Jesus. 

 
Baptism is not, as is true of all the sacraments, an 

isolated ritual.  It takes place in the context of our 
whole life.  Whether we are baptized as children or as 
adults, what primarily is happening is that we become 
incorporated, embodied, into the Christian 
community. 

 
We become – not passively, but actively – 

members of the Body of Christ.  It can never be 
something imposed on us against our will.  That is 
why, for adults, there is now a long process of 
initiation leading up to Baptism and, hopefully a 
further process of community support after the 
Baptism has taken place.  If one becomes truly 
incorporated into a living Christian community, the 
sinful influences that pervade our world become 
reversed by our exposure to the vision of Jesus and 
the lived experience of a community based on love, 
justice and sharing. 

 
Baptism does not and cannot produce its effects in 

a social vacuum.  That is why the Church will not 
baptize those who have no likelihood of experiencing 
Christian community. 

 
Then, of course, like Jesus, our baptism brings 

with it a serious obligation to share our faith with 
others both by word and example.  It involves much 
more than simply ‘saving our souls’  and ‘ leading 
sinless lives’ . 

 
Let God our Father be able to say of us as he said 

of Jesus: “This is my Beloved; in this one I am very 
well pleased.”  
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
 
 

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

The words in today’s gospel, “This is my beloved, 
with Him I am pleased”  are words every child needs 
to hear often.  Affirmation is important to raise happy 
and confident children. 
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STILL AVAILABLE!!! 
 If you have wanted to purchase a 
2008 Entertainment Book and 
haven’ t yet done so, we’ re happy to 
report that we still have some left.  
Each book is filled with discount 

coupons for many area restaurants and stores.  Books 
can be purchased for $30 each, and all proceeds 
benefit our Youth Ministry fund.  To purchase a 
book, please call the Parish Office at 568-5240 or 
come by the Rectory during normal business hours:  
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (closed for lunch 
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.). 
 
 

 
 

Teaching Position Available 
 If teaching is what you love to do and you have a 
love of literature and writing, this may be the ideal 
position for you.  St. Christopher School is looking 
for a full-time Junior High Language Arts Teacher.   
Candidates must possess a valid CT Educator 
Certificate or be in the process of pursuing one.  
Other key qualities in selection will include: past 
experience with students at the junior high level, 
ability to use technology in the classroom, use of 
cooperative learning techniques and differentiated 
instruction, and demonstrated ability to work in a 
team environment. 
 This is a ten-month position with occasional after 
school activities.  Teachers are offered participation 
in the Archdiocesan Benefits Program for Lay 
Employees.  Salary will be based on experience and 
Archdiocesan guidelines.  The candidate must be an 
active Catholic with a commitment to the philosophy 
of Catholic education.  Employees must be willing to 
submit fingerprints to be reviewed by the appropriate 
agencies and attend the Protecting All God’s Children 
Program, as required by the Archdiocese of Hartford. 
 

Candidates are asked to send their resumes to: 
 
 Mrs. Kathleen Madej, Principal 
 St. Christopher School 
 570 Brewer Street 
 East Hartford, CT  06118 
 
For additional questions, please call Mrs. Madej at 
(860)568-4100. 

 

 

(continued) 
 

 

St. Chr istopher  School Open House 
Tuesday, January 29 

(Snow Date:  Wednesday, January 30) 
 

St. Christopher School invites you to attend our Open 
House for prospective families of Pre-Kindergarten to 
Grade Eight students on Tuesday, January 29.  There 
will be two sessions: 
 

·  9:00 -11:00 a.m. (while school is in session) 
·  7:00 – 8:00 p.m. (includes tour) 

 

You can attend one or both sessions.  Come and learn 
about our program of excellence and meet some of the 
staff, students, and parents.  St. Christopher School 
provides a value-oriented education in a safe and 
comfortable environment.   Learn more about our: 
 

·  Religious Education Program 
·  Full-day Kindergarten 
·  Strong Academic Program 
·  Caring faculty & staff 
·  World Language & Algebra 
·  Instruction in Art & Music 
·  State of the Art Computer Classes for all 

grades 
·  Physical education & sports program 
·  Extra curricular activities 
·  After-School Program 

 

Our graduates leave St. Christopher’s prepared to excel 
in higher education.  St. Christopher School is 
accredited by the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges.  Applications are now available for 
enrollment for Fall 2008.  We hope to see you there. 
 For more information, please call the school office 
at 568-4100 or visit www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
 

Missing Alumni Search 
Help us find our missing alumni! 

Please see the bulletin board display 
in the Church Hall.  Thanks!! 

 
 

Gift Card Fundraising Program 
Representatives from our parish school 

will be in the Church Hall after all Masses 
next weekend, January 19 and 20. 

 


