


ST. CHRISTOPHER CHURCH – 538 BREWER STREET, EAST HARTFORD, CT  06118 PAGE 1 
 

 
 
 

 

Epiphany 
of the Lord 

 

January 6, 2008 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

January 5 - 13, 2008 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, January 5 - 4:30 p.m. 
Roger  Yergeau (Wife & Family) 

 

Sunday, January 6 – 8:00 a.m. 
Felicia Chesery 

(Daughters Madeline & Santo Cassarino 
and Cynthia & Daniel Weiss) 

 

Sunday, January 6 - 10:30 a.m. 
Antonietta Pettinato 

(Greg, Marianna and Antonia Rose Beaumont & Family) 
 

Monday, January 7 – 7:30 a.m. 
Margaret H.L. Lafleur–In Memory of Her  Bir thday 

and Gerard J. Lafleur  (Daughter Gloria Jean) 
 

Tuesday, January 8 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 

Wednesday, January 9 – 7:30 a.m. 
John McNassor , Jr . (Jean McNamara) 

 

Thursday, January 10 – 7:30 a.m. 
(rescheduled intention) 

Char les George Verotsky – 9th Anniversary 
and Mary R. Verotsky (Daughter Carolyn & Joe Kronen) 

 

Friday, January 11 – 7:30 a.m. 
In Thanksgiving 

 

Saturday, January 12 - 4:30 p.m. 
Emily &  David LaMontagne (Helen Little) 

 

Sunday, January 13 – 8:00 a.m. 
William Stone (Wife & Family) 

 

Sunday, January 13 - 10:30 a.m. 
Kather ine Ryan (Al & Sally Labieniec) 

OUR TITHING PARISH 
 

 

 Weekly Collection (Dec. 23): $   8,919 
 Same Sunday in 2006:  $   8,135 
 

 Christmas Collection 2007: $ 17,801 
 Christmas Collection 2006: $ 12,910 
 

 Weekly Collection (Dec. 30): $   6,294 
 Same Sunday in 2006: $ 11,491 
 

You will notice as of the new year we have returned 
to our original way of reporting our weekly offering 
as a tithing parish.  We will compare each week’s 
offering to the offering of the previous year.  This is 
more in keeping with our tithing program which 
highlights that our decision to give and the amount 
we give is based on our gratitude to the Lord for 
what He has given us.  This is an act of faith and 
thanksgiving and is not primarily driven by the 
amount of the parish budget. 
 Many thanks for your stewardship of time, 
talent and treasure and for your generous support of 
our parish! 

– Fr. Curran 
 
 

THANK YOU FROM FR. CURRAN 
 

My Dear Friends, 
 

What a wonderful celebration of Christmas! 
 

So many of you gave of your time and talents to 
make the birth of our Lord special for all of us. 
A special thank you to Carol Waterman, our 
Director of Music, our musicians and cantors, and 
the many members of our Children and Adult choirs 
for providing us with such beautiful music.  Thank 
you also to those talented people who helped to 
prepare, clean and decorate our Church.  We also 
thank our lectors, ministers of Communion, ushers 
and altar servers who serve our parish throughout 
the year with dedication and dignity. 
 

It is evident to me that St. Christopher Parish is very 
special and that you rightfully take great pride in it.  
Thank you for making my first Christmas here such 
an enjoyable one.  My special thanks to our great 
staff and to Deacon Bill for their collaboration in 
Christ’s mission and ministry.  May our patron, 
St. Christopher, continue to intercede for us before 
God. 
 Gratefully, 

 
 

 Fr. Curran 

And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, 
until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. They 
were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw 
the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did 
him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. - Matthew 2:9-11 
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NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEK 
January 6-12, 2008 

From Many, One Family of God 
 

 “…This year’s theme, From Many, One Family 
in God, reminds us that though we come from many 
cultures and places, we are all part of one human 
family and members of the one Body of Christ.  
Sadly, rather than embracing newcomers to our land 
whose circumstances have compelled them to seek 
new lives among us, we too often respond in fear 
and harbor attitudes of resentment and suspicion.”  
 “…When we set aside our concerns and share 
our resources, God’s blessings extend to all of us.  
United as one family of God, let us commit 
ourselves during this year’s observance of National 
Migration Week to work together to create a truly 
welcoming community for migrants and strive to 
achieve justice for them at all levels of our 
American society.  Then they can take their proper 
place alongside us at the Lord’s banquet that He has 
prepared for all of His family.”  
 

– Most Reverend John C. Wester 
Chairman, USCCB Committee on Migration 

 
 

2008 CALENDARS 
We are grateful to the Callahan, Newkirk & 
Whitney Funeral Home for supplying us with 
calendars for the year 2008.  The theme of the 2008 
calendar is Stewardship: A Way of Life.  They can 
be found on the tables at the entrances to the 
church. 

 
 

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES 
Beginning January 15 at 7:00 p.m. in 
St. Christopher’s Church Hall, the Credo Catholic 
Singles will be hosting a new monthly gathering of 
prayer, reflection and conversation with fellow 
Credo members.  Our hope is to listen, learn and 
share in order to deepen our faith and experience of 
God.  Subsequent meetings will be held on 
February 19, March 18 and April 15.  Andrea M. 
who has an MA in Spirituality and is completing 
training in Spiritual Direction at the Mercy Center 
in Madison will lead the program.  We invite 
Catholics who are single, widowed or divorced to 
join us.  For more information, please call Harriet at 
203-248-3184 or visit www.credocath.com. 

 

Please pray for : 
 

Julienne “Ann”  Sheldon 
 

Allan J. Zajac 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FROM FR. CURRAN 
Many thanks for all who brought holiday cheer to the 
rectory during this Christmas season.  A special 
thanks for all the cards, gifts, Masses and baked 
goods given on my behalf.  I am truly touched and 
grateful for your goodness. 

– Fr. Curran 
 

 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 

���� ���� ����  New Members are Encouraged to Join!! ���� ���� ����  
 

The Adult Social Club will be meeting on Monday, 
January 7 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.  Our guest 
will be Ann Fulco who will discuss wills and probate.  
Refreshments will be served.  Dues of $10.00 per  
person will be collected at this meeting.  If you 
have any questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 
568-4029. 
 

Reminders: 
 

�  In an effort to ease the congestion in the parking lot 
at the time that school parents are picking up their 
children, Social Club members, who do not require 
use of the handicap spaces, are asked to park in the 
area at the back of the church.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 

�  Donations of non-perishable food items to benefit 
the town’s Food Bank will be accepted at this 
meeting. 
 
 

 
 

The church is growing!  We welcome into our 
Christian community through the holy of waters of 
baptism: 

 

Alexander  Rene Hernandez 
 

Kayla Nicole Nall 
 

Tyler  Jeffery Nall 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Epiphany of The Lord – Matthew 2:1-12 

 

The word ‘epiphany’  comes from Greek and it 
means a ‘showing’  or ‘manifestation’ .  In today’s feast, 
there are strangers, foreigners, total outsiders coming to 
give royal homage to this tiny child.  This will be the 
theme of Matthew’s Gospel.  “Go, therefore, make 
disciples of all nations.”  

 

We may ask:  Is the story of the “wise men”  a 
factual report or is it just that – a story?  Primarily, it is 
a story.  A report is only concerned with hard facts – for 
example:  the temperature dropped to 10 degrees last 
night or there were 2 inches of snow yesterday.  But a 
story, especially a biblical story, is concerned much 
more with meaning.  In reading any Scripture story, 
including Gospel stories, we should not just be asking, 
“Did it really happen like that?”   Primarily, we should 
be asking, “What does it mean?  What is it saying to 
us?”  The main truth of the story is in its meaning and 
not just in the related facts. 

 

Although Jesus is still an infant and still in 
Bethlehem, we do not know how long after his birth 
this incident is supposed to have taken place.  We are 
not told because it does not matter; it is not relevant to 
the meaning of the story. 

 

Who were these “wise men”  and where did they 
come from?  In the Greek text they are called magoi 
which is usually rendered in English as “Magi” .  Magi 
were a group or caste of scholars who were associated 
with the interpretation of dreams, Zoroastrianism, 
astrology and magic (hence the name ‘Magi’ ).  In later 
Christian tradition they were called kings (“We three 
kings of Orient are...” ) under the influence of Psalm 
72:10 (“May the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!” ), 
Isaiah 49:7 (“Kings shall see and arise; princes, and 
they shall prostrate themselves” ) and Isaiah 60:10 
(“Their kings shall minister to you”). 

 

We are not told what their names were or how 
many of them there were.  Tradition settled on three, 
presumably because there were three kinds of gifts 
(gold, frankincense and myrrh).  And they were also 
given names – Caspar, Balthasar, and Melchior.  Caspar 
was represented as black and thus they were understood 
to represent the whole non-Jewish, Gentile world which 
came to Christ. 

 
 

(continued in the next column) 

 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 

There is talk of following a star.  Was there indeed 
at that time a comet or supernova or some 
significant conjunction of planets which would be 
particularly meaningful to these men?  None that 
we are aware of.  Even so, how does one follow a 
star?  Have you ever tried?  How do you know 
when a star is “over the place”  you are looking for?  
You could travel several hundred miles and the star 
could still be “over”  you.  Probably, we are wasting 
our time looking for some significant stellar 
happening.  The star is rather to be seen as a 
symbol: a light representing Jesus as the Light of 
the whole world. 
 

There really is not much point in trying to 
pinpoint all the facts here.  We are dealing here with 
meaning and the meaning is very clear from the 
general context and the main fact of Matthew’s 
Gospel.  God, in the person of Jesus, is reaching out 
to the whole world.   

 

The Epiphany is telling us that for God there are 
no foreigners, no outsiders.  From his point of view, 
all are equally his beloved children.  We all, 
whatever external physical or cultural differences 
there may be between us, belong to one single 
family which has one Father, “our”  Father.  It 
means that every one of us is a brother and sister to 
everyone else.  There is no room for prejudice of 
any kind based on nationality, race, religion or 
class.  There cannot be a single exception to this 
position. 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
 
 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

 

9th Annual Memorial Blood Drive 
in Honor of 

Officer Brian A. Aselton 
 

Fr iday, January 11, 2008 ~ 1:30 – 6:15 p.m. 
Joseph O. Goodwin Elementary School 

In the Gym 
1235 Forbes Street, East Hartford 

 

 Walk-ins are always welcome, but appointments 
are encouraged.  Please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE. 
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MARCH FOR LIFE 
 The annual March for Life will be 
held on January 22 to express support 
for human life and opposition to the 

Supreme Court’s 1973 decision to permit abortion.  A 
bus trip to Washington has been organized by the 
Connecticut Right to Life Corp.  Flyers with further 
information and instructions on how to register are 
posted on the Bulletin Boards at the church entrances. 
 
 

CATHOLIC BOOK STORE 
COMING TO ST. CHRISTOPHER’S 

 The Archdiocese of Hartford’s Catholic Book Store 
is on the road again with its bookmobile ministry.  They 
will come to St. Christopher’s on the weekend of 
February 9 and 10.  Their van will be filled with an 
immense display of spiritual goods for parishioners of 
all ages, such as books, religious gifts for all occasions, 
CD’s and cassettes, children’s books, gifts and videos, 
items for Lent and Easter.  Be sure to allow yourself 
time to browse before or after Mass on that weekend. 

 
 

 
 

MISSING ALUMNI SEARCH 
 Our parish school is beginning to plan its 
45th Anniversary Celebration.  Posted on the bulletin 
board in the church hall are the names of the alumni 
that St. Christopher School is trying to locate.  The list 
is in order by year of graduation.  Alongside the lists 
are some forms with instructions on how you can help 
us to contact these missing alumni.  Thank you for your 
help! 
 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM  
 We thank you, the parishioners of St. Christopher 
Church, for your support of the gift card fundraising 
program for our parish school. 
 School representatives will continue the sale of the 
gift cards as an ongoing fundraiser after each Mass on 
the first and third weekends of the month beginning 
this weekend, January 5 and 6. 
 For more information about this program, please 
see the representatives in the Church Hall after Mass or 
you may call Lisa Evans at 568-8944. 
 Remember:  Gift cards are not just for gift giving.  
They can be used to purchase everyday items for 
yourself and your family and are the same as cash. 

Choir  Members Needed!! 
St. Christopher’s Adult and Children’s Choirs are seeking 
new members who wish to offer their talents to help 
enhance the sung prayer of our parish community. Please 
join us this coming week: 
 

Adult Choir (high school – adult) 
Thursdays ~ 7:30–9:00 p.m. 

 

Children’s Choir (grades 2 – 8) 
Wednesdays ~ 4:30–5:30 p.m. 

 
 

FOOD BANK 
On Thursday, December 20, the food boxes for Christmas 
were packed with the help of the following people: 
 

Bev Connors  Helen Little 
Dick & Eleanor Domler  Mac McCarthy 
Prudy Hodder  Charlotte Turner 
Sue & Steve Kleva  Bob & Debby Wood 

 

On Sunday, December 23, with the help of the following 
people, we completed the boxes by adding the perishable 
items – apples, bread, carrots, eggs, margarine, milk, 
potatoes and turkeys. 
 

Frank Bartold  Helen Little 
Dick & Eleanor Domler  Velma Peila 
Marge Leonard  Denise Rioux 
Melanie Lotzkar  Jeff Ward 
Nick Lotzkar  Tim Ward 

 

With the help of the following people we delivered 58 
boxes to 51 families comprised of 75 adults and 111 
children.  We supplied enough food for approximately 
2,000 meals.  The delivery team included: 
 

Frank Bartold  Melanie Lotzkar 
Kim Beaver  Nick Lotzkar 
Sam Boccaccio  Sue & Steve Kleva 
Bob Bonigno  Scott Malin 
Laurie Dorn  Harold Martin & Ken 
Lee Griffin  Mac McCarthy 
Arie & Adam Kurniawan  Velma Peila 
Michelle Lawrence  Jeff Ward 
Ray LeBrun  Tim Ward 
Marge Leonard  Bob & Debby Wood 
Helen Little  Rose Yergeau 

 

Thanks to all who helped by supplying food, monetary 
donations, and packing and/or delivering. 
 

– God Bless You All!!! 


