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The Holy Family
of

Jesus, Mary & Joseph

December 30, 2007

When Herod had died, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared in adream to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Rise, take
the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for
those who sought the child®life are dead." He rose, took the

child and his mother, and went to the land of |sragl.
(Matthew 2:19-21)

B oo

Saturday, December 29 - 4:30 p.m.
Stanley Corbin (Family)

Sunday, December 30 — 8:00 am.
John F. Colgan — 2" Anniversary (Family)

Sunday, December 30 - 10:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff (Family)

Monday, December 31 —7:30 a.m.
Patrick J. & Gertrude O. Spicci
(Daughters Patricia and Mary & Family)

Tuesday, January 1 —9:00 am.
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God

Wednesday, January 2 —7:30 am.
Filomena Chaves M elo (Daughter & Family)

Thursday, January 3 —7:30 am.
God’sBlessing for Sonia Sadosky

Friday, January 4 —7:30 am.
John & Louise Olinatz (Children)

Saturday, January 5 - 4:30 p.m.
Roger Yergeau (Wife & Family)

Sunday, January 6 — 8:00 a.m.
Felicia Chesery
(Daughters Madeline & Santo Cassarino
and Cynthia & Daniel Weiss)

Sunday, January 6 - 10:30 am.
Antonietta Pettinato
(Greg, Marianna and

Antonia Rose Beaumont & Family)

A TITHING PARISH

Due to the deadline imposed by our bulletin
publisher for this weekend's bulletin, we are unable
to provide a recap of the offerings from last
weekend's Masses or from the Christmas Masses.
We will provide this information in next weekend’s
Bulletin.

Thank you for your continued support of our
parish!
aBlessed New Y ear,

Fr. Curran

FEAST OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,
MOTHER OF GOD

Tuesday, January 1, is the Feast of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, a
Holy Day of Obligation. A Mass will be
celebrated on Tuesday, Jan. 1 at 9:00 am.

A NEW YEAR'SBLESSING
May God make your year a happy one!

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, asit comes;

Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;

Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows,

Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people
and their causes need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there to help.

God's love, peace, hope and joy
to you for the year ahead.




TELEPHONE: (860) 568-5240 FAXx: (860) 568-0673 PAGE 2

HEARTSAND HANDS

Due to early winter weather on Sunday,
December 16 we were unable to separate the gifts
under the tree in the sanctuary until 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, December 17. The gifts were sorted with
the help of Cathy Aboumrad, Mary Cadorette, Betty
Gardner, Mary Lawson, Marge Leonard, Karen Long,
Jeanne Mallot, Debbie McNamara, Jean McNamara
and Denise Rioux.

Cathy Aboumrad took the items for delivery to
the 10 young men.

On Tuesday morning, December 18, Mac
McCarthy and | delivered the items intended for the
babies and moms at Syngery School. Karen Long
also helped back the cars.

On Wednesday morning, December 19, Mac
delivered the items for Birthright.

Sarah Poirier was the agent for delivery to the
Catholic Worker House.

Please be assured that any gifts you may have
dropped off after these initia deliveries were made
have or will find their way to the appropriate
recipients.

All of you who took a heart or hand from our
Christmas tree, purchased the requested gift and
placed it under the tree, please know how much
appreciated your caring and help are to the recipients.

How does one say thank you to volunteers who
are so generous of their time and parishioners who are
so generous with their treasures? THANK Y OU!!!

God Bless You All,
Kay McNamara

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will be meeting on Monday,
January 7 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Hall. Our guest
will be Ann Fulco who will discuss wills and probate.
Refreshments will be served. Dues of $10.00 per
person will be collected at this meeting. If you have
any questions, please call Rose Yergeau at
568-4029.

2008 CALENDARS
We are grateful to the Callahan, Newkirk & Whitney
Funeral Home for supplying us with calendars for the
year 2008. The theme of the 2008 calendar is
Sewardship: A Way of Life. They can be found on
the tables at the entrances to the church.

BLOOD SUPPLIES
ARE
CRITICALLY LOW

Please donate blood this winter. Every year, as the
weather gets cold and often stormy, our state's blood
supply fallsto dangerously low levels. Y ou can help by
participating in the following upcoming blood drive:

9" Annual Memorial Blood Drive in Honor of
Officer Brian A. Aselton

Friday, January 11, 2008 ~ 1:30 — 6:15 p.m.
Joseph O. Goodwin Elementary School
Inthe Gym
1235 Forbes Street, East Hartford

Walk-ins are always welcome, but appointments are
encouraged. Please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

MISSING ALUMNI SEARCH

Our parish school is beginning to plan its
45™ Anniversary Celebration. Posted on the bulletin
board in the church hal are the names of the alumni
that St. Christopher School is trying to locate. The list
Is in order by year of graduation. Alongside the lists
are some forms with instructions on how you can help
us to contact these missing alumni. Thank you for your
help!

GIFT CARD PROGRAM

We thank you, the parishioners of St. Christopher
Church, for your support of the gift card fundraising
program for our parish school.

School representatives will continue the sale of the
gift cards as an ongoing fundraiser after each Mass on the
first and third weekends of the month beginning next
weekend, January 5 and 6, 2008.

You may purchase the cards that are readily available
or you may place an order for any one of the hundreds of
stores and restaurants that participate. Orders can be
placed by using the forms that can be found on the
bulletin board in the church hall, by visiting
www.shopwithscrip.com and using enrollment code
#96L.43A4D8857, or by cdling Lisa Evans at
568-8944.

Remember: Gift cards are not just for gift giving.
They can be used to purchase everyday items for yourself
and your family and are the same as cash.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Traditionally, on the Sunday after Christmas, we
celebrate the feast of the Holy Family.

Jesus said that where two or three are gathered in
his name, he is there among them. This should be
true of every Christian family. The Catholic family is
the basic Christian community, through which Christ
is present and reveals himself in this world. It has
been called the domestic church.

Christian families not only belong to the Church,
their lifestyle is a living out of the Christian vision:
the vision of unconditional love in a truly sharing
community. Family life is not meant to be lived in
isolation. The world around it is not just there for its
benefit. It should be united with, supporting and
supported by the other families in the parish
community and with the wider Church.

The mission of the family is identical to that of
the whole Church: to give tangible witness to the
vision of Christ for the world. There are many ways
we can do this in our daily life as suggested by the
American bishops in their letter “Follow the Way of
Love™:

Believe in God and really believe that God cares
for us.

Love and have a deep conviction of the value of
every other person. The image of God that
children have comes from the experience they
have of being loved by parents, grandparents and
other family members.

Foster intimacy, starting with husband and wife
and extending in appropriate ways to ever
member of the family. In your family, can all
members share their experiences, good and bad,
knowing that they will be accepted and
understood?

Give witness to the Gospel and its values by the
example of a truly Christian life. Christianity is
communicated not just by religious instruction but
more by the Christ-inspired integrity of the
parents.  Children, too, can be a Christian
influence on their parents.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

Education and formation in the faith. Parents
need this as much as children. The example of
the parentsis the most effective way to teach.

Praying together. Thanking God for blessings,
asking for guidance in time of trouble.

Serving each other. Love consists in each giving
to the other. Then everyone receives.

Readiness to forgive and seek reconciliation.
Healing wounds and letting go of grudges and
resentments — listen and share.

Celebrate life —  birthdays, weddings,
anniversaries, first day at school, graduation days,
leaving childhood, first job, friends, surprise
vigits, big feasts (Christmas, Easter). Every meal
can be a Eucharist of sharing not just food but
experiences.

Work with the rest of the community to foster the
dignity of people, fighting against discrimination
and racism, working against hunger, poverty,
homelessness.

Becoming aware of our particular vocation
actively to serve the Christian community and the
wider community. What personal contribution of
time and energy is my family making to the life
and work of this parish?

These are ideals. There is no perfect domestic
church. But some come pretty close. It can only
happen when we all work together under the guidance
and inspiration of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and

Joseph.
— The Liturgy Committee

JUST DO IT!

Many men have only been thinking about making
the retreat...but now is the time to make it happen.
Our parish Men's Retreat will be January 11 — 13,
2008. Please consider joining us at Holy Family
Retreat House in West Hartford. Deciding today, on
this Holy Family Sunday, to attend the Retreat is one
of the best things fathers can do for their families.

Reservation forms can be found on al the Church
bulletin boards. For more information, you may
contact Phil Gosselin at 568-5001.
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This Holy Family Sunday presents a great opportunity for us to share with you some
information we have received from the Family Life Office. The Family Life Office is the
agency that serves as a resource to families and parishes in the Archdiocese of Hartford.
Please visit their website for information on all the programs they offer.

412 Ridge Road
Hamden, CT 06517
(203) 230-2460; FAX (203) 230-2472
e-mail: familylifeoffice@hartfordflo.com

www.hartfordflo.org

Before Marriage

To Enrich Your
Good M arriage:

For aTroubled
M arriage:
(Retrouvaille)

For More Information:

Archdiocese of Hartford:
(203) 230-2460
www.hartfordcee.org
(dates marked with ©)

Diocese of Norwich:
860-536-8665
http://www.ccfsn.org
(dates marked with )

For More Information:

For English Marriage Encounter
contact:

John & Bev Maley
(203) 364-0836
www.wwmect.org

For Spanish Marriage Encounter
contact:

Cluber & Martha Marin
(203) 754-6706

For More Information:

Coordinators:
Charles & Linda Farley
(203) 439-9254
Registration Couple:
Bill & Teri Mason
(203) 879-3842

www.retrouvaille.org

Toll Free: 1-800-470-2230
(all callsstrictly confidential)

2008 Weekends

February 15-17
April 18-21
June 6-8 ©
September 19-21
October 3-5 ©

January 25-27
April 25-27
July 18-20

September 19-21

November 7-9

January 18-20
April 18-20
September12-14




