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Fourth Sunday
of
Advent

December 23, 2007

Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy
Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will
bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins." - Mt 1:20-21

R

Saturday, December 22 - 4:30 p.m.
Manuel Machado
(Wife & Daughter)

Sunday, December 23 — 8:00 am.
Joseph Leonardo
(Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, December 23 - 10:30 a.m.
Albert & Antonietta Pettinato
Justin Todd Briere
(Greg, Marianna and
Antonia Rose Beaumont & Family)

Wednesday, December 26 — 7:30 am.
Kenneth Harrison (Family)

Thursday, December 27 — 7:30 am.
Audrey H. Flasch
(S. Christopher Parish Family)

Friday, December 28 — 7:30 am.
Manuel Rego Cabral
(Daughter & Family)

Saturday, December 29 - 4:30 p.m.
Stanley Corbin (Family)

Sunday, December 30 — 8:00 am.
John F. Colgan — 2" Anniversary
(Family)

Sunday, December 30 - 10:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff (Family)

Please pray for:

Shirley Mozdzierz

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (December 16):  $4,552*
Required Revenue (December 16): $ 8,913

Actua Revenue (YTD): $ 377,226
Required Revenue (YTD): $ 436,737

*You will note that Sunday’s snow storm affected
our weekly offering, but your generosity is still
commended!

in the joy of His birth,

Fr. Curran

DAILY MASS
Please note that the 7:30 am. daily Mass on
Christmas Eve Day, December 24, will not be
celebrated.

WEEKLY BULLETIN
Thisisjust areminder that our weekly bulletins can
be viewed on our website. In the event the weekend
takes you out of town or a snow storm keeps you in,
you can still be informed of what’s happening in the
St. Christopher Parish and School Community. Please
visit us at:
www.stchris-eh.org

In observance of the Christmas Holiday, the Parish
Office will be closed on Monday, December 24 and
Tuesday, December 25. We will reopen on Wednesday,
December 26 at 8:30 am. Thank you.
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ADVENT MEET & GREET

My Dear Friends, Getting to Know You

During these past weeks of Advent,
As Christmas approaches our hearts are Fr. Curran has invited us to get to know each other
once again renewed. Our children and better. We will once again be invited at the beginning
young people often display to us the wonder of Mass to introduce ourselves to those we do not
and awe which Christ’s birth brings to us. know by name. In keeping with this theme, the Parish
May we with them be filled with joy as the Council is hosting a simple hospitality in the church
loving kindness of our God appears! hall after the 10:30 Mass this weekend. Please join us!
On behaf of Deacon Bill and our wonderful parish
staff, 1 would like to wish you and your family a REL IGIOUSEDUCATION
blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy New Y ear. CLASS SCHEDULE

Please note there will be NO Religious Education
classes next Sunday, December 30. Classes will
Fr. Curran resume on Sunday, January 6. Our best wishes to you
for awonderful and blessed Christmas holiday.

yoursin Christ,

! ! — Maria Sousa, Coordinator of Religious Education

SCHEDULE FOR
MASSES
AND CONFESSIONS

CHRISTMAS COOKIES
We extend our appreciation to al the “angels’
who made our cookie drive for the Friendship Center
Soup Kitchen such a success. We thank those who
provided the cookies and those who helped to package
them. Thanks and God Bless!

Monday — December 24 — Christmas Vigils
(The 7:30 am. daily Mass will not be celebrated.)
4:30 p.m. (A Carol Sing, led by the

Children’s Choir, begins at
4:00 p.m.)

10:00 p.m. (A Carol Sing, led by the Adult
Choair, begins at 9:30 p.m.)

AN APPEAL TO WIVES!
i | appeal to the wives of our parish to encourage
your husbands to attend our parish’s Men’s Retreat
: being held January 11 — 13, 2008 at Holy Family
Retreat House in West Hartford. There's areason that
Tuesday — December 25— Christmas Day Masses there are many more retreats scheduled for men than
! for women; we need more help! Not only will you
| enjoy a football free weekend, you'll get a shiny new
i husband back in return! Reservation forms can be
found on al the Church bulletin boards. For more

information, you may contact me at 568-5001.

8:00am. (A Carol Sing will begin at 7:45 am.)
10:30am. (A Carol Sing will begin at 10:15 am.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation — Phil Gossefin

Monday ~ December 24: 11:00 am. — 12:00 noon

_ _ _ ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
Saturday ~ December 29:  3:15p.m. — 4:00 p.m. The Adult Socia Club will be meeting on
Monday, January 7 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.
Our guest will be Ann Fulco who will discuss wills
and probate. Refreshments will be served. Dues of
$10.00 per person will be collected at this meeting.
If you have any questions, please call Rose Y ergeau at
568-4029.

Tuesday —January 1

Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
(Holy Day of Obligation)

9:00 am.

____________________________________________________
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Fourth Sunday of Advent —Matthew 1:18-24

We are now on the eve of the birth of Jesus. In
today’s Gospel, Matthew tells us how this came
about. His account is totally different from that of
Luke. The only thing in common with both accounts
are the central ideas that (1) Jesusis conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit, and (2) Joseph and Mary are
the parents of Jesus.

In both accounts there is an angelic appearance: in
one case to Mary and in the other to Joseph. Mary is
told — in Luke's gospel — that she is to bear a son.
When she says that sheis still avirgin, sheistold that
the Holy Spirit will come upon her and her child will
be the Son of God. In Joseph’s case, he is told — in
Matthew’s gospel — not to be afraid to take Mary
home as his wife because the child with whom she is
pregnant is from the Spirit of God. The stories are
different but the central message isthe same. Mary is
the mother of the Child but Joseph is not the father.

Jewish weddings involved three stages. First,
there was the engagement. This was often
prearranged by the parents or a matchmaker while the
couple were still young children. Later came the
betrothal. This was a legally binding relationship
lasting for one year. During this period the couple
lived apart and had no sexual relations. If either party
did not want at this stage to go through with the
marriage, there had to be a divorce. And the penalty
for having sexual relations with a betrothed virgin
was stoning to death for both. The third stage was the
marriage itself.

We can see then Joseph’s serious dilemma, not to
mention his feeling of shock, when he found that his
betrothed was already pregnant and not by him. It
seemed an open and shut case of adultery. But
Joseph was a “righteous” man. And he must have
seen in Mary more than an ordinary person too. He
did not want to expose her openly. To do so would
have made her liable to the severest punishment. But
a the very least the Mosaic law required a man to
divorce his wife under such circumstances. This was
Joseph’ s duty and he was going to observeit.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

But compassion for his bride (extraordinary in the
circumstances and in that culture) led him to want to
break off the engagement quietly that is, before a
minimum of two witnesses and without pressing
charges. Just then the angel appears to him telling him
to go through with the marriage. The child has been
conceived by the power of God's Spirit. No other man
is involved. The son is to be called ‘Jesus’, which
means ‘Savior’ because his mission is to save his
people from their estrangement with God.

Before Jesus leaves his disciples at the Ascension,
his last words (in Matthew’s Gospel) are: “I am with
you aways — to the very end of time” (Matt 28:20).
Right down to the present, Jesus continues to be
Emmanuel. And that is why we continue to celebrate
the birth of Jesus 2,000 years on. Through his Body,
the Church, the Christian community, Jesus continues
to be visibly present in word and action. This Eucharist
is our sacramental celebration of that presence, a
presence in every single one of us here.

The effectiveness of that presence depends on our
conscious union with Jesus and with the vision of his
Gospel lived out in our daily lives. Let Jesus be redlly
re-born in each one of us this Christmas.

— The Liturgy Committee

MISSING ALUMNI SEARCH
Our parish school is beginning to plan its 45™ Anniversary
Celebration. Please see the insert in this weekend's
bulletin for information on how you can help us to find
missing alumni. Thank you!

ST. CHRISTOPHER
STUDENTSRECYCLE!

Students of our parish school have been earning money by
participating in the Funding Factory Recycling Program.
We collect empty laser and inkjet cartridges and used cell
phones from the community and send them to the Funding
Factory in exchange for cash. All proceeds are used to
support our technology program. Please help us by
donating your used cartridges and cell phones. A blue
collection bin has been placed in the church wing for your
convenience. Thank you for your support!
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James Aboumrad

Clifford Amirault

Al & Nellie Anderson
Austin, Amy, Ted, Lill and Doris
John J. Barry, Sr.

Elizabeth B. Bastow

The Battaglio Family

The Belanger Family
Anthony Charles Berardone
Charles Bernard

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Bertone
Robert Anthony Berardone
The Bertone Family

The Bessette Family

The Bilodeau Family

Pat Blanco

M aria-Santo & Thomas Boccaccio
Jack Borowiec

The Botticello Family

M ary Boulay

Jane Bowen

Marjorie & Felix Brazalovich
Mr. & Mrs. William Bradley
Justin Todd Briere

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Briggs
Richard Briggs

The Briggs Family

W ayne Bristol

Eugeniusz Burzawa

John & Stella Burnat

Josef Burzawa

Joseph Bernard Burns
Stefan Burzawa

The Burnham Family
Katherine Byrnes

Herman Cadorette

Mrs. Anne Caffey

Thomas Cantone

Joseph & Mary Carron
Vince Carrubba

Bernard Casey

Claude Castonguay
Concetta & Salvatore Cassarino
Lucy & Placido Cavallaro
Mr. & Mrs. Maxime Chasse
The Charloult Family
Felicia & Joseph Chesery
Joe Chitwood

Mary Churilo

Catherine R. Claffey

Karl Clark

Patricia Clark

Bill Coiteux

Judith F. Collins

M sgr. Daniel F. Colbert
Paul W. Comer

Bob Connors

Lois Connole

Frank A. Corrado

Ida M. Corrado

Louie & Leona Cormier
The Cordilico Family

The Coroso Family

G. Robert Coyle

Harold & Katherine Crouse
Paul Crowley

The Curtin Family

Carolann Cusmano

The Cyr Family

Joan Dahlquist

Dennis Daigle

Helen D@ lessandro

Henry & Eleanor Dawson

Deceased M embers of
Protectors of Animals

Raymond & Lorraine DeM aio

Robert DePietro

Annie & Leon Deschaine

Gilman Deschaine

Normand Deschaine

Sandra Leonard DeVivo

Grace Diggins

Lillian Dion

Anna Donahue

John Dorak

Stephen & Helen Dorak

Thaddeus C. Drag

Mary & Carl Dupre

Ebony

Helen S. Ellis

Michael W. Evans, Sr.

Family

Jerry Fargo

The Fastiggi Family

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Fauteux

James J. Ferriter

Patricia M. Ferriter

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ficai

The Fiengo Family

Douglas Fillatti

Robert Fillatti

Ruth Flaherty

Donald Fleming

Donald J. Forte

The Gagliardi Family

Anthony Gallo

Carmelo & Margaret Gallo

Helen Gallo

Salvatore Gallo, Jr.

George Gardner

Gerard Gaudreau

The Gaudette Family

John Geisseler

The Giansanti Family

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Goguen

Dorothy Gravel

Mary Grace

Theodora Grzesiak

Jim & Kate Gula

Dad Guzzardi

Elinor Hancock

Ethel B. Hart

Harold L. Hart

Christopher & Anna Hickson

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hinchliffe, Sr.

Mrs. Helen Hinchliffe
Lad & Rick Hlavaty
Alden Hobart

M abel Hogal

William & George Hogan
Lena & John Hornyak
Mr. & Mrs. John Hunlow
Carmela Intino

Penny Johnson

Edwin G. Jones

Edwin J. Jones

Jan K aminski

The Keegan Family
Charles K notts

Leslie Knotts

Neil Knotts

Ruth K notts

the Kochanowicz Family
Helen Kosiorek Kronen
Stanley W. Kronen
Mrs. MuraKyc
AngelinaLaBella
Beatrice LaBonte
Louis Lachapelle
Lucien Lambert

M able Lambert

Roger Lambert

The Landry Family
The Langenfeld Family
Eva LeKouses

Lillian & John Leonard
Anthony Lombari

Rose Lombard

Lucy & Sare Lucca
The Luko Family
Richard Luquis
Anthony & Margaret Lynch
Richard S. Lysik

Lori Ann Malinoski
William M allon

The M anship Family
Antoine M artel

Helen M artocci

Mrs. A. Martin

Pearl & Louis Martin
The Marquis Family
Bill M cCarthy

Wi illiam M cCann
Father William M cGrath
The M cGrath Family
Eleanor M cM ahon

The M cM ahon Family
Llewellyn M cPherson
Theresa M cWi lliams
Benoit Michaud
Midnight

Mary & Ray Miller
Sarah & John Milne
Mom & Dad

Jeffrey Morin

The M uszyski Family
My Deceased Relatives
Jerry & Loyd Myers
John R. Nixon

Stella & Sy Oliveira
The O™ eara

Our Deceased Relatives
Our Parents

Wi itold Parys

Edward Pecor

Rose Rogosky Pendley
William L. Pendley
Albert & Antonietta Pettinato
Angelo J. Picone

Alma Plourd

Ray Plourd

We thank all who made donations for Christmas flowers and decorations in memory of the
following loved ones. They will be remembered in our Masses during the Christmas season.

Jude Pomerleau

Paul Potkaj

Marion & Lou Priest, Sr.
Zofia & Stanislaw Pyszny
Maria Quinn

Robert Rawlinitis, Sr.

M argaret Redfern

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Rinaldi
Beatrice & Albert Rioux
Paul C. Roadman

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Robert
Albert Romano

L ouis Rotundo

Patricia Roy

Barbara & Milton Saunders
Hector & Adeline Saucier
Stanley & Helen Saviske
Patricia Scamuzzi

Alan Schultz, Sr.

Dorothy Schofield
Theresa & Oscar Schiche
L ouis Sciarra, Jr.

Lucia Serruto

John & Agnes Shannon
Patrick & Bridie Shea
Richard Sisca

Edward Sochon

Frank, Ralph & Angelo Stanizzi
Jenny & Angelo Stanizzi
Ray Stanizzi

David Stevens

Bill Stone

James & M argaret Sullivan
Jeremiah & Catherine Sullivan
John M. Sydor

Pauline Symkowicz

Mark Tardiff

The Tarza Family

John A. Telesmanick
Bailey Thorpe

Gene Tirinzonie

Rose & Sal Toce

Stan Traynor

Fern Turmel

Frank Vallone

William & AlbinaVasko
Charles George V erotsky
M ary Rogosky V erotsky
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph V eronese
Pauline Vezina

Ralph & Rose Viola

The Volowski Family
Donald Willson

Gail Willson

Howard J. Wilmes

Joseph Wolk

Frances Wonsewicz

The Y acovino Family
Roger Y ergeau

The Y oria Family

Joseph Zack

John & Josephine Zalewski
The Zizzamia Family
Carmen C. Zocco

Frances & Joseph Zocco
Steven Zocco

Veronica & Edward Zwalinski



