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Third Sunday
of
Advent

December 16, 2007

John wore clothing made of camel® hair and had a leather
belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.
At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region
around the Jordan were going out to him and were being
baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged
their sins. - Matthew 3:4-6

B oo

Saturday, December 15 - 4:30 p.m.
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)

Sunday, December 16 — 8:00 am.
Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, December 16 - 10:30 a.m.
Wilma Phillabaum (Al & Sally Labieniec)

Monday, December 17 —7:30 am.
Richard Bourie (S. Christopher Parish Family)

Tuesday, December 18 — 7:30 am.
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire)

Wednesday, December 19 — 7:30 a.m.
Justina Almada Chaves
(Daughter-in-Law & Family))

Thursday, December 20 — 7:30 am.
Angelina & Thomas Viglione (Jean Walker)

Friday, December 21 — 7:30 am.
Maurice Harden — 8™ Anniversary
(Wife Mary & Family)

Saturday, December 22 - 4:30 p.m.
Manuel Machado (Wife & Daughter)

Sunday, December 23 — 8:00 am.
Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, December 23 - 10:30 a.m.
Albert & Antonietta Pettinato
Justin Todd Briere
(Greg, Marianna and
Antonia Rose Beaumont & Family)

Please pray for:

Petronilla Gedra
(mother of Karen Santacross)

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (December 9):  $8,244
Required Revenue (December 9): $8,913

Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 372,674
Required Revenue (YTD): $427,824

Immacul ate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary: $1,445

My personal thanks for your generous support
which is so essential for our parish!

with Gratitude,
Fr. Curran

CATHOLIC MUTUAL INSURANCE

On October 18 Andy Zaac of Catholic Mutua
Group, our insurance carrier, made his annual
inspection of our parish facilities. Beside some
sidewalk and security issues, Mr. Zajac encountered
Colleen Murphy, a private therapist who has conducted
work on our parish’s premises for a number of years.
Mr. Zajac and the Archdiocese has directed us that this
arrangement can no longer exist due to serious
liability/lawsuit issues that pose arisk to our church and
parish school.

We thank Mrs. Murphy for her past work and
programs which have benefited the community of
St. Christopher’s.

Fr. Curran

CHILDREN’'SENVELOPES
Stewardship is not just for adults. It is important that
young people also learn that they are greatly blessed by
God, and that in response, they are called to share their
blessings. Due to the extraordinary emphasis on
commercialism and materialism in our society today,
there is an increased awareness within charitable
organizations across the country, including parishes, that
we must teach our children the importance of seeing al
creation and all that we have as gifts from God.
We have available in the sacristy a supply of
children’s envelopes for those children who would like to
make aweekly offering to their parish.
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SCHEDULE FOR
MASSES
AND CONFESSIONS

Monday — December 24 — Christmas Vigils

4:30 p.m. (A Carol Sing, led by the
Children’s Choir, begins at
4:00 p.m.)

10:00 p.m. (A Carol Sing, led by the Adult

Choir, begins at 9:30 p.m.)
Tuesday — December 25— Christmas Day M asses
8:00am. (A Carol Sing will begin at 7:45 am.)

10:30am. (A Carol Sing will begin at 10:15 am.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Wednesday ~ December 19: 11:00 am. —12:00
noon

Saturday ~ December 22:  2:30 p.m.— 4:00 p.m.
Monday ~ December 24: 11:00 am. —12:00 noon

Saturday ~ December 29:  3:15p.m.— 4:00 p.m.

Tuesday — January 1

Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
(Holy Day of Obligation)

9:00 am.

ADVENT MEET & GREET
Getting to Know You

During the four weeks of Advent, Fr. Curran will
invite us to get to know each other better. At the
beginning of Mass we will be invited to introduce
ourselves to those we do not know by name. In
keeping with this theme, the Children’s Liturgy
Committee is hosting a simple hospitality in the
church hall after the 10:30 Mass this weekend. Please
join us!

HOLIDAY FOOD BOXES
Christmas food boxes will be packed on Dec. 20
and delivered on Dec. 23. We are in need of the
following items:

TURKEYS
Potato Buds
Gravy

Non-perishable donations for the Christmas food
boxes may be left in the church near the manger prior
to December 20. Turkeys can be donated by calling
Kay McNamara at 568-5650 or Eleanor Domler at
569-7396. Thank you for your help and support!

RETIREMENT FUND
FOR THE RELIGIOUS
Thanks to you, our parish gave $3,663 towards
last week® special collection for the Retirement Fund
for the Religious. Your support of this appeal helps
the increasing number of elderly religious get the
proper care they need and deserve.

CORRECTION

In last weekend'’ s bulletin there was an announcement
thanking the parishioners who supported the Guild of
St. Agnes Home's annual membership drive. The
wrong person was noted as the St. Christopher
Church Membership Representative. Our parish’s
representative is Kay McCarthy.

LOOKING FOR A
LAST-MINUTE GIFT IDEA?

Consider purchasing a 2008 Entertainment Book.
It makes the perfect gift for your family or friends.
The book is full of discount coupons for many area
restaurants and stores and can be used immediately.
Each Entertainment Book is $30, and they are
available at the Rectory during normal business
hours. All proceeds benefit the Y outh Ministry fund.
For more information, please call the Youth Ministry
office at 895-8692.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Third Sunday of Advent —Matthew 11:2-11

This Sunday used to be called “ Gaudete Sunday”
from the first word of the Entrance Song in Latin.
Gaudete means ‘Rejoice!” Formerly, as some of us
can still remember, Advent was a much stricter
penitential season. During three days of this week
there was fast and abstinence. This was known as
“Quarter Tense” because it occurred four times in the
year. However, this Sunday was intended to be a
relaxing break reminding us of the celebrations soon
to come. Asasymbol of this, the penitential violet of
the vestments may be softened to a kind of pink or
rose color. (There is a similar Sunday in the middle
of Lent.)

In today’s Gospel, we find ourselves at the mid-
point in Jesus ministry in Matthew’s Gospel. John
the Baptist had aready been arrested. He had
accused King Herod of doing something immoral,
namely, marrying his brother’s wife while his brother
was still living.

While in prison, John hears about Jesus and sends
some of his disciples with a question: “Are you the
one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’
Whether John really wanted to know or whether it
was really for the benefit of his disciplesis not clear.
After al, John had aready proclaimed Jesus at the
River Jordan and said he was not worthy to unloose
the thongs of Jesus sandals. “The one who is to
come” is, of course, the long-expected Messiah.

How does Jesus answer? As so often happens, he
does not respond directly to the question but quotes
the prophet Isaiah using the passage which is our First
Reading for today. “Go back and tell John what you
hear and see: the blind see again, and the lame walk
and the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised to life and the Good News/Gospel
is preached to the poor.”

While the Gospel speaks of the Messiah already
here, we at this very time are, in a sense, still waiting
in anticipation. Jesus, of course, is already present
and working through his Body, the Christian
community, the Church. But he still has to come

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

more fully into our own lives. As the Opening
Prayer suggests, we need to “experience the joy of
salvation” — that power of healing and wholeness
which Jesus can bring into our lives. This is
something each one of us has to do and what we as
a community also have to do. There are still many,
including Christians, who have not yet experienced
the deep joy of becoming whole in Christ.

John the Baptist is presented by Jesus as one of
the greatest persons ever born. Yet he missed the
privilege being born into the age of Christ, a
privilege that has been made available to us. We
could do well to emulate John in preparing
ourselves for Jesus to become really part of our
lives.

Our Christian vocation is similar to his. We are
called to prepare the way for Jesus to come into our
own hearts but also to prepare other people’'s hearts
so that they, too, may “experience the joy of
salvation”, that healing, wholeness and holiness we
al long for and which aone gives rea meaning to
our lives. Christmasis atime of gifts— both giving
and receiving. Let us make sure that among the
gifts we offer to others is some of the Christian joy
which we ourselves have received.

— The Liturgy Committee

DON'T GET SHUTOUT
OF THE MEN'SRETREAT!

Many of you men have been thinking about
making this Retreat. | think we all know inside we
need this time at the Holy Family Retreat Center in
West Hartford to refresh ourselves. However, you
still have not filled out the enrollment form and
mailed it in. Please don’t let the cost of the retreat
offering keep you from attending; the important
thing is that you attend...you need only pay what
you can. Now, only about a month from Friday,
January 11, 2008, it is till not too late. There are a
few reservations still available. Reservation forms
can be found on all the Church bulletin boards or
simply call Phil Gosselin at 568-5001, and we' |l get
it done!
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RELIGIOUSEDUCATION
CLASS SCHEDULE

Please note there will be NO

Religious Education classes on

Sunday, Dec. 23 or Sunday, Dec. 30.

Classes will resume on Sunday,
January 6. Our best wishes to you for a wonderful
and blessed Christmas holiday.

— Maria Sousa, Coordinator of Religious Education

Miniature Christmas Trees
Available Again This Sunday!!!

The Home School Association (HSA) of our
parish school recently received a generous donation
of 1% foot tall Dwarf Alberta Spruce Christmas trees.
These trees are potted and can be replanted. The
HSA is offering these trees to our parishioners at
$5.00 a piece...afraction of their regular retail value!
The trees will be available after the 8:00 and 10:30
Masses this weekend in the church hall. The
proceeds will benefit the students of our parish
school.

Coatsfor Kids

The National Junior Honor Society (NJHS),
comprised of students from our parish school, is
sponsoring a community outreach project — Coats for
Kids. The NJHS is seeking clean, new or nearly new
coats for distribution to needy children in Hartford.
Hat, mittens and scarves will also be accepted. The
coat drive will be held from December 13 — 19. A
collection box has been placed in the church hall to
accept donations. (Please do not |eave them under the
Christmas tree.)) The NJHS appreciates your support
in helping them to help the less fortunate this winter.

Gift Card Program

The support of this program by our parishioners
has been wonderful, and we are most grateful to youl!!
Parish school volunteers will again offer the sale of
gift cards in the church hall after all Masses this
weekend. Gifts cards are available for hundreds of
major retailers and restaurants and make perfect
Christmas gifts. If you have any questions, you may
call LisaEvans at 568-8944.

BLOOD SUPPLIES
ARE
CRITICALLY LOW
Please donate blood this winter. Every
year, as the weather gets cold and often
stormy, and the busy holiday season arrives, our
state’s blood supply falls to dangerously low levels.
This puts Connecticut patients at risk — whether it's a
child who needs blood transfusions to treat cancer, or
an adult waiting for a heart transplant.
You can help by participating in the following
upcoming blood drive:

9" Annual Memorial Blood Drive
in Honor of
Officer Brian A. Aselton

Friday, January 11, 2008
Time to be Announced
Joseph O. Goodwin Elementary School
In the Gym
1235 Forbes Street, East Hartford

Walk-ins are always welcome, but appointments
are encouraged. To make an appointment to donate,
please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-800-448-3543).

Remember: a single blood donation costs you
nothing, and can save up to three livess The
American Red Cross thanks you on behalf of patients
throughout the state.

A couple of weeks ago a silver ring was found in
the church. If you believe this ring might be yours,
please call Bonnie at the parish office at 568-5240.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
Srengthen the feeble hands, make firm the feeble
knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart: Be
strong, fear not! ... Your God will come and save
you." |saiah 35:3-4

St. Theresa of Avilareminds us that Christ has no
body on earth but ours, no hands but ours, no feet but
ours. When the weak and fearful come into our lives,
it is through our hands and our works that they are
healed. God works through us when we accept the
challenge.



