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Second Sunday
of
Advent

December 9, 2007

John wore clothing made of camel® hair and had a leather
belt around hiswaist. Hisfood was locusts and wild honey.
At that time Jerusalem, al Judea, and the whole region
around the Jordan were going out to him and were being
baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged
their sins. - Matthew 3:4-6

Saturday, December 8 - 4:30 p.m.
Bill McCarthy —5" Anniversary (Wife Kay)

Sunday, December 9 —8:00 am.
Antoinette Corona — 14" Anniversary and
Bernard Corona (Daughters)

Sunday, December 9 - 10:30 am.
Joseph & Dorothy Corpora
(Margaret, Children & Grandchildren)

Monday, December 10 —7:30 a.m.
John Stebbins (Family)

Tuesday, December 11 —7:30 am.
Charles George Verotsky — 9" Anniversary
and Mary R. Verotsky
(Daughter Carolyn & Joe Kronen)

Wednesday, December 12 — 7:30 am.
Mark Tardiff (Family)

Thursday, December 13 —7:30 am.
Carmen C. Zocco—In Memory of His Birthday
(Wife Clorinda & Family)

Friday, December 14 —7:30 am.
John & Louise Olinatz (Children)

Saturday, December 15 - 4:30 p.m.
DinisLeonardo (Wife & Family)

Sunday, December 16 — 8:00 a.m.
Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, December 16 - 10:30 am.
Wilma Phillabaum (Al & Sally Labieniec)

Please pray for:

Claire A. McCarthy

Antonietta Bongiorno

A TITHING PARISH

Actua Revenue (December 2):  $
Required Revenue (December 2): $8,913

Actual Revenue (YTD): $
Required Revenue (Y TD): $
with Gratitude,
Fr. Curran

RETIREMENT FUND
FOR THE RELIGIOUS
This weekend the second collection will be for

the Retirement Fund for the Religious. More than
96 percent of your donations are used for the
retirement needs of elderly Religious. Women and
men Religious thank you for each action you take
on behalf of others and pray for your spiritual peace
and simplicity of heart.

ST. AGNES
FAMILY CENTER

I’d like to thank all the parishioners

who supported the Guild of St

Agnes Home's annual membership
drive during October by renewing their membership
or by becoming new members. Y our support of the
Guild makes it possible for them to provide
assistance to the unwed moms and their babies at St.
Agnes Family Center.

Gratefully,

Kay McCarthy
St. Christopher Church
Membership Representative
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COOKIES
FOR THE SOUP KITCHEN

Please share your Christmas Cookies

with our guests at East Hartford's

Friendship Center Soup Kitchen.
Cookies may be placed on the table in the hall next
weekend, Saturday, December 15 and Sunday,
December 16. Please do not |leave them under the
tree. We would appreciate volunteers to come to St.
John’s Episcopal Church on the corner of Main St.
and Burnside Ave. on Monday, December 17, at 3:00
p.m. to help fill the bags. If you have any questions,
please call Helen Little at 568-3080.

HEARTSAND HANDS

On November 30, D’Esopo Funeral Chapel
delivered their gift of the beautiful Christmas tree that
is in the sanctuary of the church. On each colored
paper heart and hand that decorate the tree, there is a
suggested gift item to benefit this year’s recipients —
Birthright of East Hartford, Catholic Worker House,
the mothers and babies at Synergy High School and
10 residents of DCF who have little or no parent
involvement.

If you would like to purchase an item, please do
so and place the UNWRAPPED gift under the tree
by next Sunday, December 16.

We thank the D’Esopo Funeral Chapel and our
parishioners for your continued support of our Hearts
and Hands project. God blessusall!!

CHILDREN'SLITURGY
The next monthly Children’s
Liturgy will be celebrated next
Sunday, December 16 at 10:30
am. All areinvited!

SCRIPTURE PHOTOGRAPHS

Our Youth Minister, Kevin Hadyka, will be
speaking to our parishioners this weekend regarding
his fundraising efforts to help offset the cost of his
attending World Y outh Day in July 2008 in Sydney,
Australia.  Kevin enjoys photography and has used
some of his pictures to prepare photographs with
scripture.  They would make great Christmas gifts.
Please visit Kevin in the hall this weekend after every
Mass.

Coatsfor Kids

The National Junior Honor Society (NJHS),
comprised of students from our parish school, is
sponsoring a community outreach project — Coats for
Kids. The NJHS is seeking clean, new or nearly new
coats for distribution to needy children in Hartford.
Hat, mittens and scarves will also be accepted. The
coat drive will be held from December 13 — 19. A
collection box has been placed in the church hall to
accept donations. (Please do not |eave them under the
Christmas tree.)) The NJHS appreciates your support
in helping them to help the less fortunate this winter.

Miniature Christmas Trees

The Home School Association (HSA) of our
parish school recently received a generous donation
of 1 % foot tall Dwarf Alberta Spruce Christmas
trees. These trees are potted and can be replanted.
The HSA is offering these trees to our parishioners at
$5.00 a piece...a fraction of their regular retail value!
The trees will be available after the 8:00 and 10:30
Masses this weekend in the church hall. The
proceeds will benefit the students of our parish
school.

Gift Card Program

The support of this program by our parishioners
has been wonderful, and we are most grateful to you!!
Parish school volunteers will again offer the sale of
gift cards in the church hall after al Masses this
weekend and next weekend. Gifts cards are available
for hundreds of major retailers and restaurants and
make perfect Christmas gifts. If you have any
guestions, you may call Lisa Evans at 568-8944.

ADVENT MEET & GREET
Getting to Know You

During the four weeks of Advent, Fr. Curran will
invite us to get to know each other better. At the
beginning of Mass we will be invited to introduce
ourselves to those we do not know by name. In
keeping with this theme, our Parish Council is hosting
simple hospitality after the 10:30 Masses during our

Advent season. Pleasejoin usthis Sunday!

"Wel come one another, then,
as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God."
(Romans 15:7)
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Second Sunday of Advent — Matthew 3:1-12

Last Sunday in our Advent preparation for Christmas we
looked first at the end of our life's journey to help us focus
our minds more clearly on the meaning of Christmas and the
meaning of God coming to live among us as one of us. There
is not much point in looking at the beginning of the journey,
if we do not have a clear ideawhereit is meant to bring us.

Today, however, we now go back to the time before the
birth of Jesus and we are introduced to a person who helped
prepare the way for the coming of Messiah-King who was
awaited for such along time by the people of Isragl.

In today’ s Gospel, John the Baptist is living in the desert,
“in the wilderness of Judea” near the Jordan River and not
very far from Jerusalem. He was wearing a garment made of
camel-hair with aleather belt round his waist and he lived on
locusts and wild honey. He was a man of great austerity, not
unlike the desert hermitsin the Church of later times.

His message was. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.” In fact, thisis exactly the same message that
Jesus will proclaim at the beginning of his public life (Mark
1:15). The word for ‘repent’ here means much more than
just being sorry for past misdeeds. It is taken from the same
Greek verb as metanoia. Repentance means having a radical
change in one’'s thinking. It means seeing the world in a
completely different way and taking on board a whole new
set of values.

Instead of ‘heaven’ it would be better for us to read
‘Kingdom of God'. The Kingdom of God is not a place and
it is certainly not directly referring to ‘heaven’, the place of
the after life, although the Kingdom finds its perfect
expression there. In the Gospel it primarily refers to that
complex of relationships where people are in perfect
harmony with God and with each other and living their lives
in hisimage.

John in announcing the nearness of the Kingdom is
pointing to Jesus, who is the divine incarnation of the
Kingdom. In his human person he images perfectly his
unseen Father and calls us to follow him in the same Way.
As he will say later, he ISin fact THE Way. To livein him,
through him and with him is to reach the ultimate goal of our
existence — perfect union with the Father. All of this is
included in this simpler proclamation of John, to be repeated
later by Jesus himself.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

Great crowds we are told came from all the
surrounding region of Judea and the Jordan
valley to hear his powerful call to a change of
heart. Those who truly repented of their sinful
life acknowledged their sins and went through a
cleansing ritual — a baptism — in the River
Jordan.

It istime for our repentance. Christmasis a
time not just for conspicuous consumption and
indulgence in escapist activity but much more a
time for us to become aware of the needs around
us. The Baby was born in the stable so that he
might set in motion a spreading campaign of
Truth, of Love, of Justice, of Sharing and
Compassion, of Freedom and of Peace.
Christmas is a time for us once more to become
fired with this vision and become part of it.

— The Liturgy Committee

e CHRISTMASFLOWERS
Donations for Christmas flowers
made in memory of loved ones to decorate
our altar and church in this beautiful season
"t are now being accepted. For your
convenience, a donation envelope has been
included with your weekly envelopes for
December. Please PRINT the name(s) on your
envelope and place it in the collection basket or
send it to the rectory by December 16. You may
also print the name(s) on a piece of paper and put
in an envelope marked “Flower Fund.” Thank
you.

HOLIDAY FOOD BOXES

Christmas food boxes will be packed on
Dec. 20 and delivered on Dec. 23. We are in
need of the following items. Cereal, Gravy,
Frosting, Stuffing Mix and TURKEYS. Please
leave non-perishable donations in the baskets
near the baptismal font. Turkeys can be donated
by calling Kay McNamara at 568-5650 or
Eleanor Domler at 569-7396. Thank you for
your help and support!
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OURGIFTTOYOU
ISTHE GIFT OF TIME
An Advent Afternoon for Yoursalf

Need to do some shopping? Wrap presents?
Clean the house? Our Youth Ministry office is
presenting you with the opportunity to get these
things done.

The teens of St. Christopher Church are offering
Free Babysitting TODAY, Sunday, December 9,
from 1:00 — 5:00 p.m. in the school’s gym. Thisis
adrop-off event. Pre-registration is not necessary.

LOOKING FOR A
LAST-MINUTE GIFT IDEA?

Consider purchasing a 2008 Entertainment Book.
It makes the perfect gift for your family or friends.
The book is full of discount coupons for many area
restaurants and stores and can be used immediately.
Each Entertainment Book is $30, and they are
available at the Rectory during normal business
hours. All proceeds benefit the Y outh Ministry fund.
For more information, please call the Y outh Ministry
office at 895-8692.

ADVENT
WREATH LIGHTING

We are looking for individuals
and families who would be interested
in coming forth at the beginning of
Mass to light the candles of our
Advent Wreath. Individuals and families are needed
for the 4:30 Vigil on December 15 and 22 and for the
8:00 am. Mass on December 16 and December 23. If
interested, please call Bonnie at the Rectory at
568-5240.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

Jesus reminds parents, to “produce good fruit” by
“preparing the way of the Lord.” Parents are a*“voice
crying out” in a society which barely acknowledges
God. Christian parenting requires a strong voice!
Your voice must be heard above the din of a
consumer culture.

QUIET CHRISTMASMASS

Are you or someone you know struggling to find
joy in this holiday season? If so, please consider
attending a “Quiet Christmas Mass’ offered by the
Catholic Community of St. Bridget in Manchester on
Friday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. This special liturgy
is designed to meet the worship needs of those who
are experiencing loss or difficulty and are unable to
feel the joy of the holiday season. Words of strength
and hope will be shared as a reminder that God's
presence is for those who mourn, and God's word
comes to give light in darkness. For further
information, please contact Sister Marilyn at
643-2403, ext. 13.

DON'T GET SHUTOUT
OF THE MEN'SRETREAT!

Many of you men have been thinking about
making this Retreat. | think we al know inside we
need this time at the Holy Family Retreat Center in
West Hartford to refresh ourselves. However, you
still have not filled out the enrollment form and
mailed it in. Please don't let the cost of the retreat
offering keep you from attending; the important thing
is that you attend...you need only pay what you can.
Now, only about a month from Friday, January 11,
2008, it is still not too late. There are a few
reservations still available. Reservation forms can be
found on all the Church bulletin boards or simply call
Phil Gosselin at 568-5001, and we'll get it done!

HOLY FAMILY GIFT STORE

Get away from the crowds and do your holiday
shopping in peace and tranquility at the Gift Shop and
Bookstore at Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center
in West Hartford. Enjoy a bountiful selection of
advent wreaths, candles, ornaments, greeting cards
and nativity sets. We also carry a variety of rosaries,
Willow Tree angels, picture frames, CD®, candles,
jewelry, Celtic and other unique crucifixes, and much
more. New this year is Holy Family® own organic,
fairly traded Passionist Coffee!  Choose from
Medium Roast, Dark Roast or Decaf. Weekday
Hours. Monday - Friday: 800 am.- 4:00 p.m.
Retreat Weekend Hours: Friday: 4:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.,
Saturday: 8:30 am.-2:30 p.m. Phone orders are
welcome. Call Katie at 860-521-0440 ext. 134.



