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First Sunday 

of 
Advent 

 
December  2, 2007 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December 1 - 9, 2007 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, December 1 - 4:30 p.m. 
Paul Crowley – 2nd Anniversary (Wife Irene) 

 

Sunday, December 2 - 10:30 a.m. 
Steven R. Zocco – 6th Anniversary (Mom & Family) 

 

Monday, December 3 – 7:30 a.m. 
Elizabeth Barno (Grandchildren) 

 

Tuesday, December 4 – 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 

Wednesday, December 5 – 7:30 a.m. 
Bill McCarthy (Marion Sullivan) 

 

Thursday, December 6 – 7:30 a.m. 
Rose Rogosky Pendley – 12th Anniversary 

(Niece Carolyn & Joe Kronen) 
 

Friday, December 7 – 7:30 a.m. 
Manuel Machado Leonardo 
(Daughter-in-Law & Family) 

 

Saturday, December 8 – 10:30 a.m. 
Margaret H.L. Lafleur  – 17th Anniversary 

(Daughter Gloria Jean) 
 

Saturday, December 8 - 4:30 p.m. 
Bill McCarthy – 5th Anniversary (Wife Kay) 

 

Sunday, December 9 – 8:00 a.m. 
Antoinette Corona – 14th Anniversary and 

Bernard Corona (Daughters) 
 

Sunday, December 9 - 10:30 a.m. 
Joseph &  Dorothy Corpora 

(Margaret, Children & Grandchildren) 

                                                  Please pray for: 
 

Richard Bour ie 
(father of Cathy Reynolds) 

 

Gertrude Ora Spicci 
        (wife of the deceased 

                                                   Patrick J. Spicci) 
 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

 Actual Revenue (November 25): $ 5,954 
 

 Required Revenue (November 25): $ 8,913 
 

 Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 356,643 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 409,998 
 

Many thanks for all you do to support our parish 
and its many ministries! 

 with Gratitude, 
 

 Fr. Curran 
 
 

NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 I am happy to announce Mrs. Carol Waterman as 
our new Music Director here at St. Christopher’s.  
Carol has been acting as interim Director and has 
done a wonderful job with our music program and 
choirs.  She brings vast experience in music, in 
directing, singing and playing, and has a specialty in 
music education to young people.  We look forward 
to her ministry with and for us at St. Christopher’s. 
 I would like to especially thank Charleen Miele, 
Eileen Gilles and Sarah Poirier for their help and 
cooperation in Carol’s appointment. 
 This is a wonderful development in the life of our 
parish as we begin the new liturgical year. 
 

  in Advent Hope, 
 

  Fr. Curran 
 
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S SUPPORT OF 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION 

 As part of our relationship within the Archdiocese 
and our commitment to support Catholic education, 
St. Christopher’s recently contributed over $7,500 to 
East Catholic High School for fifty-one of 
St. Christopher’s young people who are enrolled at 
East Catholic.  May they continue to grow in wisdom, 
faith and love. 

 – Fr. Curran 

"Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on which 
day your Lord will come.  Be sure of this: if the master of 
the house had known the hour of night when the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house 
be broken into.  So too, you also must be prepared, for at an 
hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come." 

 - Matthew 24:42-44 
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ADVENT 2007 
Advent is a period of great anticipatory joy…it is 
a time of preparation for the celebration of 
Christ’s arrival in Bethlehem as a helpless infant.  
In our Western world, Advent begins four 
Sundays prior to December 25.  The annual 
commemoration of Christ’s birth begins the 

Christmas cycle of the liturgical year…a cycle which runs from 
Christmas Eve to the Sunday after the feast of the Epiphany.  In 
keeping with the message of the liturgical year, our reflections of 
Advent will be used for the entire period from the first Sunday of 
Advent through the end of the Christmas cycle. 
 

 The four weeks of Advent have been known to symbolize the 
four different ways that Christ comes into the world…his birth, 
his arrival in the hearts of believers, at his death and at the arrival 
on Judgment Day.  As the believers, we use the season of Advent 
to prepare ourselves to accept Jesus into our lives and into our 
hearts.  It is our hope that the reflections, activities, visual aids, 
songs, prayers and rituals we provide during this season will 
enable us to welcome Jesus into our personal and our communal 
world. 
 

 Just when we seem lost and many times close to the edge of 
despair, God shows us the way to hope.  Advent is our journey to 
hope.  Join us as we meet a child born in a manger on the 
outskirts of the city “because there was no room in the inn” .  
This child “wrapped in swaddling cloths”  will unwrap and reveal 
to us the real presence of God in a world where hate often wins 
over hope.  This child will create quite a stir, making his unborn 
cousin dance in the ancient womb of his mother, causing a 
humble young woman to sing and an old man to lose and then 
find his voice.  This child will make angels appear out of no 
where shepherds to leave their flocks and run to an out of the 
way place, and wise ones weary from the road to feel right at 
home.  This child will cause a young carpenter to dream and 
craft a life of faith and an old couple to find their life’s 
fulfillment in God’s Word.  And, a king, fearful of the presence 
of his child, will unleash a reign of terror.  But…this child will 
show to a world where terrorism threatens to take the upper 
hand, the “ tender hand of God” . 
 

 It is our hope that the reflections each weekend from the first 
Sunday of Advent through Christmas and beyond, will remind us 
of the intimate connection between the events surrounding Jesus’  
birth and those of his suffering, death and resurrection.  We 
cannot separate the crib from the cross.  The way to the manger 
mirrors the way of the cross…join us as we journey!  With God 
in our midst…we are never beyond HOPE! 
 

Reflections taken from and based on excerpts from “Advent and Christmas, 
Wisdom from Henri J. M. Nouwen”  and “Stations of the Crib, a Journey of 
Hope from Advent to Epiphany”  by Joe Nassal.  

 
 

 
 
 

IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY 
 

Saturday, December 8, is the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation.  
A Holy Day Mass will be celebrated on 
Saturday, December 8 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

NEW ADVENT WREATH 
 My thanks to members of the Liturgy 
Committee for helping to choose our 
beautiful new Advent wreath!  As our 
former wreath was beyond repair, we 
wanted to provide our parish with an 
appropriate symbol which would 
celebrate this important liturgical season 
of hopeful expectation. 
 May our Lord’s coming which we 
celebrate this Advent be a time of hope 
and peace for our world. 

– Fr. Curran 
 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
The Social Club will be meeting this 
Monday, December 3 at 12:00 noon in 
the Church Hall for our annual 
Christmas Party.  This event is open to 
ticket holders only.  Tickets will NOT be 
sold at the door. 
 

Reminders: 
 

�   In an effort to ease the congestion in 
the parking lot at the time that school 
parents are picking up their children, 
Social Club members, who do not 
require use of the handicap spaces, are 
asked to park in the area at the back of 
the church.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 

�  Donations of non-perishable food 
items will be collected for the Food 
Bank.  Please see page 4 of this bulletin 
for suggested donations. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
First Sunday of Advent – Matthew 24:37-44 

 
Today we come again to the beginning of a new 

Church year.  This is Year A in the three-year cycle.  
The word ©Advent© comes from a Latin word meaning 
©coming©. 

 
What ©coming© are we talking about?  Well, clearly 

as we are coming up to Christmas, we are preparing to 
welcome the coming of God among us as a human 
being, when Jesus was born in the stable at Bethlehem 
and the great work of our salvation began. 

 
But that welcome is for a past event and is more a 

remembering than a welcome strictly speaking.  But it 
is a remembering that we need in order to remind us of 
what happened, of why it happened and how it affects 
my life here and now. 

 
At this time, we also remember another coming and 

that is the final coming when Jesus will come as King 
and Lord to take to himself all those who have been 
faithful to the call of his Kingdom.  This time of 
Advent is also a reminder of the need for us to prepare 
for that Second Coming and to be ready to welcome 
Jesus whenever he comes. 

 
Today’s Gospel is full of warnings about the end 

times and about being ready for them.  However, we 
need to remember that the celebration of Christmas is 
not – as it can easily become – just a nostalgic recalling 
of what happened in Bethlehem more than 2,000 years 
ago.  The whole purpose of the celebration is to remind 
us of what this birth is ultimately about.  Where are we 
going in life?  What is our ultimate goal?  It is not a 
question of looking back but of looking forward.  It is a 
question of being ready. 

 
The Gospel consists of a set of warnings from Jesus 

about readiness for his final coming.  He cites the 
example of Noah and the flood.  He says that in the 
days leading right up to the Flood “people were eating, 
drinking, taking wives, taking husbands” .  They 
suspected absolutely nothing and suddenly they were 
swept away.  Only Noah, his family and the animals 
they took into the Ark survived.  The coming of the Son 
of Man will be like that, Jesus says. 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 

In fact, this coming is not just at the moment of 
Final Judgment.  Or, let us put it another way.  The 
Final Judgment is not so much a day when all will be 
gathered together but rather it is that moment when 
each one of us is called to come face to face with 
God.  When Jesus speaks of two men in the fields 
where one is taken and the other left or two women at 
the same millstone grinding where one is taken and 
one is left, it is difficult not to think of the horrific 
event of September 11.  That is exactly what 
happened here.  While thousands were caught in the 
collapse of the two towers, many others escaped, 
some of them almost miraculously.  It was an 
experience that made many people – including those 
who were nowhere near the towers – reflect.  Why 
them and not me?  It also made them reflect on the 
deeper meaning of their life and its ultimate goal. 

 

“So stay awake,”  Jesus tells us today, “because 
you do not know the day when your Master is 
coming.”   That applies just as much to the victims of 
catastrophes as it does to the individual who gets a 
sudden heart attack or is involved in a fatal car 
accident or the child who drowns in a swimming 
pool.  There is absolutely no one to whom this 
warning does not apply. 

 

All of us have had plenty of warning but this is not 
meant to instill us with fear.  On the contrary, it is to 
encourage us to live constantly in the loving presence 
of a God who is closer to us than breathing. 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 

 

 
 

Gift Card Program 
Beginning this weekend, parish school volunteers will 
resume the sale of gift cards in the church hall after all 
Masses.  Gifts cards are available for hundreds of major 
retailers and restaurants and make perfect Christmas 
gifts.  Your support of this fundraising program is most 
appreciated!  If you have any questions, you may call 
Lisa Evans at 568-8944. 
 

School Mass 
A Mass will be celebrated with the school 
children on Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 9:00 a.m.  All 
parishioners and school families are invited 
to this liturgy! 
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HEARTS AND HANDS 
 On November 30, D’Esopo Funeral Chapel delivered 
their gift of the beautiful Christmas tree that is in the 
sanctuary of the church.  On each colored paper heart and 
hand that decorate the tree, there is a suggested gift item 
to benefit this year’s recipients – Birthright of East 
Hartford, Catholic Worker House, the mothers and babies 
at Synergy High School and 10 residents of DCF who 
have little or no parent involvement. 
 If you would like to purchase an item, please do so 
and place the UNWRAPPED gift under the tree by 
Sunday, December  16. 
 We thank the D’Esopo Funeral Chapel for their 
generosity in purchasing and setting up the tree for our 
Christmas project.  Their continued support is most 
meaningful to this project.  We also thank you, our 
parishioners, for your continued support of our Hearts 
and Hands project.  God bless us all!! 

 
 

ADVENT MEET &  GREET 
Getting to Know You 

 During the four weeks of Advent, Fr. Curran will 
invite us to get to know each other better.  At the 
beginning of Mass we will be invited to introduce 
ourselves to those we do not know by name.  In keeping 
with this theme, our Parish Council is hosting simple 
hospitality after the 10:30 Masses during our Advent 
season.  Please join us this Sunday! 

 
 

OUR GIFT TO YOU 
IS THE GIFT OF TIME 

An Advent Afternoon for  Yourself 
 

 Free Babysitting, sponsored by the teens of 
St. Christopher Church, is being offered on Sunday, 
December 9, from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. in the school’s gym.  
This is a drop-off event…parents do not need to pre-
register.  Please call the Youth Ministry Office at 895-
8692 for more information. 

 
 

HOLIDAY FOOD BOXES 
 Christmas food boxes will be packed on Dec. 20 and 
delivered on Dec. 23.  We are in need of the following 
items:  Cereal, Gravy, Frosting, Stuffing Mix and 
TURKEYS.  Please leave non-perishable donations in 
the baskets near the baptismal font. Turkeys can be 
donated by calling Kay McNamara at 568-5650 or 
Eleanor Domler at 569-7396.  Thank you for your help 
and support! 
 

RETIREMENT FUND 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS 

 Next weekend, December 8 and 9, the second 
collection will be for the Retirement Fund for the 
Religious.  The average Catholic sister, brother or 
order priest remains in active ministry until age 74.  
Today, 37,870 women and men religious are past age 
70 and need our help with the current high cost of 
living and health care. 
 Women and men Religious thank you for each 
action you take on behalf of others and pray for your 
spiritual peace and simplicity of heart. 
 
 

 
 

Choir  Members Needed!! 
 St. Christopher’s Adult and Children’s Choirs are 
seeking new members who wish to offer their talents 
to help enhance the sung prayer of our parish 
community during the Advent and Christmas seasons.  
Please join us this coming week.  The following is our 
rehearsal schedule: 
 

Adult Choir (high school – adult) 
Thursdays ~ 7:30–9:00 p.m. 

 

Children’s Choir (grades 2 – 8) 
Wednesdays ~ 4:30–5:30 p.m. 

 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
The 9th Annual Blood Drive in memory of 
Bryan Judd and Paul Potkaj will be held on Fr iday, 
December 7, from 1:45 – 6:45 p.m. in the Church 
Hall. 
 Walk-ins are always welcome, but 
appointments are encouraged.  Please call 
the American Red Cross at 1-800-GIVE-
LIFE (1-800-448-3543).  Thank You! 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Donations for Christmas flowers made 

in memory of loved ones to decorate our 
altar and church in this beautiful season are now 
being accepted.  For your convenience, a 

donation envelope has been included with your 
weekly envelopes for December.  Please PRINT the 
name(s) on your envelope and place it in the 
collection basket or send it to the rectory by 
December 16.  You may also print the name(s) on a 
piece of paper and put in an envelope marked “Flower 
Fund.”   Thank you. 


