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Feast of
Christ theKing

November 25, 2007

"And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the
sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but
this man has done nothing crimina." Then he said,
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom." - Luke 23:41-42

Saturday, November 24 - 4:30 p.m.
Joseph & Eva Bergeron (Daughter, Irene Crowley)

Sunday, November 25 —8:00 a.m.
Robert DePietro— 10" Anniversary (Wife)

Sunday, November 25 - 10:30 am.
Manuel M achado (Wife, Daughter & Son-in-Law)

Thursday, November 29 — 7:30 am.
Dick Newhouse (Wife)

Friday, November 30 — 7:30 am.
John & Louise Olinatz (Children)

Saturday, December 1 - 4:30 p.m.
Paul Crowley — 2" Anniversary (Wife Irene)

Sunday, December 2 - 10:30 a.m.
Steven R. Zocco — 6™ Anniversary (Mom & Family)

MASSES
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

ROSARY and MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
Wednesdays — 7:00 p.m. — St. Christopher’s Chapel

BAPTISM PROGRAM
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

A TITHING PARISH

Actua Revenue (November 18): $7,070
Required Revenue (November 18): $ 8,913

Actua Revenue (YTD): $ 350,689
Required Revenue (YTD): $ 401,085

My sincere thanks for all you do to make our
parish a place where Christ is encountered and
where His joy and life are shared with and for
others!

with Gratitude,
Fr. Curran

GIFTSTO GOD

As pat of the offertory a our recent
Confirmation Mass, our confirmandi offered the
following gifts to be given to God in thanksgiving
for the gift of Confirmation. (Thislist isin addition
to the one we published last weekend.) We thank
them for their stewardship and for their
contributions to our parish.

“1 will give my love and belief.”

“The act of forgiveness. Be a kinder, more
caring person.”

“Be kind to others and help them out when
needed.”

“ Acceptance. . .kindness.. .forgiveness.”
“Be a leader and a more helpful person.”

“1 will not be judgmental and try to be
accepting of others.”
“Devotion and service to God and others.”

“1 could accept others and always forgive.

“Sop fighting with my siblings and be a
better person.”

“Be a better friend. Help others.”

Please pray for:

Audrey H. Flasch
(mother of Carol Waterman)
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FEAST OF
CHRIST THE KING

We are presented with choices
every day. Sometimes, the choices are
many and varied; often, however, they
are no more complicated than this
choice or that. But with every choice,
we should weigh the consequences of our decision. Too
often we tend to go with our gut feeling; the problem
with thisis that our gut feeling is borne of desire and not
of the distinction between right and wrong, good and evil.

Today on this Feast of Christ the King, we are
presented with the personification of choices. The two
men hanging on crosses on either side of Jesus represent,
in their comments, the choice between faith in God and
the rejection of faith. The first only wants to be saved
from his fate; the second expresses his faith that Jesus
Christ is who he says he is, and asks only to be
remembered, to which Jesus promises him even more
because of hisfaith.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us
that Christ died as part of God's offering of salvation for
us al, aswas foretold in the scriptures. (CCC 599-601) In
the history of humankind, slavery has existed; only kings
and rulers have had the authority to end dlavery. Christ
the King, in his Passion, gave his life for each and every
soul on earth, freeing us from the slavery of sin.

2007 Liturgical Publications Inc

WHAT ISTHE MEN'SRETREAT?
| want to share some of the events you will
experience at the Men's Retreat at Holy Family Retreat
Center. The weekend experience, while it is a peaceful
and reflective time, is also energizing and stimulating.
Each day starts out with a short prayer session, and then
we al meander down to the cafeteria for a great
breakfast; both spirit and stomach are fed. The remainder
of the day is a combination of excellent workshops on
various topics, attending Mass, free time to read, listen to
music or walk the beautiful grounds, and of course, more
good food. The workshops aways cover topics that are
timely and relevant. Lastly, enough cannot be said about
the Retreat Team; they are funny, inspirational and
thoughtful. | would encourage all the men of our parish
to consider going this year, January 11-13, 2008. | assure
you, you'll be glad you did. Registration forms can be
found on the bulletin boards. If you have any questions,
please me at 568-5001.
— Phil Gosselin

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN
FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Thank You!

The national and diocesan offices of the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
(CCHD) wish to extend their thanks to our
parishioners who generously contributed a total of
$3,867 to the CCHD collection.

Please continue to pray for our sisters and
brothers living below the poverty line and for
community groups working to make long-term
change.

Visit www.uscch.org/cchd to learn more and
to see how your support is making a redl
difference.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Social Club will be meeting on Monday,
December 3 at 12:00 noon in the Church Hall for
our annual Christmas Party. The luncheon will be
a catered buffet. $10 per person. Tickets must
be purchased in_advance by November 25.
Tickets will NOT be sold at the door. Members
who wish to purchase tickets are asked to call
Joe Martocci at 568-5124.

Bass & Tenors Needed

St. Christopher’s Adult Choir is in need of
members who can sing the bass or tenor parts.
The Adult Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings
from 7:30 — 9:00 p.m. in the church. Please plan
to join us for the next rehearsal on Thursday,
November 29! If you have any questions, please
call Carol Waterman at 521-7411.

Choir Rehear sals

Adult Choir (high school — adult)
Thursdays ~ 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Children’'s Choir (grades 2 —8)
Wednesdays ~ 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Members are welcome to join at any time! Please
cal Carol Waterman at 521-7411 for more
information.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Feast of Christ the King
Luke 23:35-43

We come today to the end of another Church year.
Today is aso the 34th and last Sunday of Cycle C in
the Church calendar and we complete the three-year
cycle of readings from the Old and New Testaments.
Next Sunday we will go back to the beginning of Cycle
A. We used to celebrate this feast of Christ the King on
the last Sunday in October but in more recent times it
was moved — more appropriately — to the last Sunday of
the Church Y ear.

What kind of king is Jesus? We tend to associate
kings with power and prestige, with noble birth and
great wealth. Kings are supposed to live in great
palaces surrounded by a dazzling court. In the Gospel,
we are presented with a man being executed in shame
and ignominy, bleeding and battered on a cross, one of
the cruelest and most degrading punishments ever
devised. Over his head are the mocking words: “Thisis
the King of the Jews.” Did anyone ever look less like a
king? It is not exactly the image of Jesus which we
usually conjure up when we think of him as King.

If Jesus is our King, we may ask, where are his
subjects? Where are his ministers? Where are his
courtiers? Where is his palace? Instead we are shown
this desolate hill outside the city of Jerusalem. Itisa
place of execution for the very worst of criminals. He
hangs shamefully in his nakedness. No disciples are to
be seen. Luke mentions no friends, not even women, at
the foot of the cross.

And yet here precisely Jesus is at his most kingly.
And it is of the utmost importance that we can see this.
At the moment of his birth, Jesus was found among the
poor and the outcasts as he was greeted in the manger
by the shepherds. “I have come that they may have life
and have it in greater abundance.” To give them that
life, he sacrificed his own. His power isprecisely in his
ability to let go of his own life for the sake of others.
Thisisapower few of us have evenin apartial degree.

The community leaders who stand there mocking
cannot see that. The only one who can see is,
ironically, one of the criminals crucified with him.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

The others present have closed their eyes and
laugh at their King. “He saved others, he cannot
save himself,” they say mockingly. They have
totally missed the meaning of his words when he
said that only those who are prepared to lose their
life will find real life, that unless the grain of wheat
falls into the ground and dies, it remains just that —
agrain of wheat. But if it falls into the ground, it
becomes totally transformed. The grain of whest is
lost but in its place comes a flourishing plant with
many more life-giving grains.

This is the power of Jesus our King, his power
to generate life in others. And we are caled to
follow him in doing exactly the same. Thisis how
we aretruly his subjects.

The strange thing is that we are not merely
subjects of this Kingdom and our King. We are
also his partners in the making, in the bringing
about of his Kingdom. In the Second Reading we
are reminded that, while he is the head, we are his
body. That means that, as part of the body of Jesus,
we share in his kingly power and priesthood and all
the responsibilities that brings!

Today’s feast is both a chalenge and an
opportunity for us to become aware of our cal to
become truly both subjects and partners of Jesus our
King. Long live the King! May his Kingdom

come!
BLOOD DRIVE .

The 9" Annua Blood Drive in memory of
Bryan Judd and Paul Potkaj will be held on Friday,
December 7, from 1:45 — 6:45 p.m. in the Church
Hall. The teens of our parish will be providing the
refreshments and free childcare during this drive.
The teens are keeping a promise made nine years
ago that Bryan and Paul will not be forgotten — the
best way to remember their livesis to celebrate the
gift of life by giving blood.

Walk-ins are always welcome, but appointments
are encouraged. Please cal the American Red
Cross at 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-800-448-3543) to
make an appointment. Thank you in advance for
participating in this life-saving endeavor.
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FOOD BANK
On Thursday, November 15, the food boxes for
Thanksgiving were packed with the help of the
following people:

Jack & Bernie Burnat Helen Little

Melissa Bush Ray Maselek

Bev Connors Mac McCarthy

Dick & Ellie Domler Peggy Schoen

Phil Gravel George & Elaine Tryon
Prudy Hodder Charlotte Turner

On Sunday, November 18, with the help of the
following people, we completed the boxes by adding
the perishable items — apples, breads, carrots, eggs,
grapefruit, oranges, margarine, milk and turkeys.

Jason Charette Melanie Lotzkar
Dick & Ellie Domler Nick Lotzkar
Lauren Eastman Helen Little
Lisa Eastman VelmaPeila
Michelle Green Denise Rioux
Christina Kaba Bonnie Szalay
Mary Lawson

With the help of the following people we delivered
food boxes to 46 families comprised of 75 adults and
63 children. We supplied enough food for
approximately 1,656 meals. The drivers for delivery
were:

Yvon & Jeannine Belliveau Mac McCarthy

Sam Boccaccio Rita Schaefer

Dick & Hazel Brimley & Walter Forrest
Michelle Lawrence George & Elaine Tryon

Helen Little Rev. Al Turner
Ed Lackard Debbie Wall
Scott Mallon Rose Y ergeau

Harold Martin & Ken

Thanks to al who helped by supplying food,
monetary donations, packing and/or delivering.

God blessyou all, Kay McNamara

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets in
our Church Hal on the 2™ & 4"
Tuesdays of each month from 1:00 —
2:30 p.m. We will meet again on
Tuesday, November 27. Please plan
tojoin us!

CREDO CATHOLIC SINGLES

Credo is a community of single, widowed or
divorced Catholics from throughout the Archdiocese
of Hartford. Credo is Latin for “l believe/lwe
believe.” Our Christian faith is the foundation that
unitesusin
spirit. Through planned events that are spiritually,
socialy or service oriented, members are invited to
grow in their relationships with God and one another.

Upcoming Credo Event
Advent Evening §

of Reflection and Prayer 2
Credo Catholic Singles will hold %
their Annual Advent Evening of :gg
Reflection and Prayer at 7:00 p.m. TE L
on Saturday, December 15 here at
St. Christopher Church. If you are a single person,
you are invited to attend this service. Bring a friend
or two and let your hearts and souls be filled with the
peace of our Lord. Following the service, we will
gather in the church hall for fellowship and carols.
Light snacks and desserts will be served along with
coffee, teaand punch. $10 per person. In the spirit of
the season, Credo Catholic Singles will also be
accepting donations for Birthright. For more
information about this event or about Credo Catholic
Singles, please visit www.geocities.com/credocath or
you can call Harriet at 203-248-3184.

2008
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

Are you looking for a perfect gift

for your family, friends or

relatives, or something for
yourself? Consider purchasing an Entertainment
Book for $30.00. The book is full of discount
coupons for many area restaurants and stores and can
be used immediately. All proceeds benefit the Y outh
Ministry fund. Books may be picked up at the Parish
Office during normal business hours. If you would
like more information, please call the Y outh Ministry
Office at 895-8692.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
As this liturgical year comes to an end, let us al
continue as Christian stewards to follow Christ as we
travel together along the disciple's way.



