
The month of November is dedicated to remembering and praying for the 
faithful departed.  Saying a daily prayer, such as the one below, is a 
wonderful way to remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 
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Thir ty-first 
Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
 

November  4, 2007 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 3 - 11, 2007 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, November 3 - 4:30 p.m. 
Henry Therr ien (Family) 

 
Sunday, November 4 - 8:00 a.m. 

Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Family) 
 

Sunday, November 4 - 10:30 a.m. 
Deceased Members of the Nowik &  Borowiec 

(Family) 
 

Monday, November 5 – 7:30 a.m. 
God’s Blessings for  Anthony Zizzamia (Wife) 

 
Tuesday, November 6 - 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 
Thursday, November 8 – 7:30 a.m. 

Normando Moquete, Sr . (Simsbury Custodians) 
 

Saturday, November 10 - 4:30 p.m. 
Louis Sciarra – 2nd Anniversary (Wife & Children) 

 
Sunday, November 11 - 10:30 a.m. 

Patr ick Reeves (Gail Barrett &  Family) 
 
 
 

Please pray for : 
 

Elynor Furbush 
 

Mary McQuillan 
 

 
A TITHING PARISH 

 
 

 Actual Revenue (October 28): $ 8,254 
 

 Required Revenue (October 28): $ 8,913 
 

 Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 328,626 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 374,346 
 

Many thanks for all you do to support our 
parish and its many ministries! 
 

 with Gratitude, 
 

  Fr. Curran 
 
 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP-MINISTRY FAIR 
November 10 and 11 

 
Our parish Stewardship-Ministry 
Fair will be held in our church hall 
next weekend, November 10 and 
11, after all Masses. 
 

Refreshments will be served! 
 

This is a great opportunity for parishioners to 
learn more about what volunteer ministries are 
available in our parish and the important work 
these ministries are doing to bring the good news 
of Christ to our community. 
 

What ministry or form of service to our parish 
might the Lord be calling you to consider?  Come 
and see! 
 

“ Serve the Lord with gladness…”  
(Psalm 100:2) 
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FREE MINISTRY FAIR RAFFLE! 
 Attending the ministry fair might actually 
prove to be profitable! 
 As you visit each ministry’s booth and inquire 
about that particular ministry (inquire…not 
necessarily sign up!) you will receive a raffle 
ticket.  At the end of each ministry session (after 
each Mass) a name will be drawn and some lucky 
parishioner will win a “ fair trade”  coffee basket 
filled with goodies!   Come…enjoy…and you 
may win in more ways than one!!!! 
 

Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Behold, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the 
poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I 
shall repay it four times over." 

– Luke 19:8 
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Join us at 
St. Chr istopher  School’s Pancake Breakfast! 

 Who can say no to pancakes, bacon, and sausage 
especially if someone else is making it?  Add some 
juice, milk, coffee and tea to the mix and you have a 
great way to start a day!  On Sunday, November  18, 
St. Christopher School’s Home School Association 
will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast in the school gym 
from 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.  Come join us for some 
good food and fun.  The cost is nominal: $6 for adults 
and children in the 5th grade and above and $4 for 
children in the 4th grade and below.    For 
reservations, please call Ellen Rudzis at 289-5598.  
We hope to see you there, and please bring your 
appetites! 

 

Gift Card Program 
 This weekend, November 3 and 4, and running 
through November 17 and 18, volunteers from our 
parish school will have available for purchase after all 
Masses gift cards from Stop & Shop, Shaw's, Shop 
Rite, CVS, and Walgreens.  You will also be able to 
order any additional cards from other retailers such as 
Dunkin Donuts, Lowe's, Home Depot, Chili's, Macy's, 
Sears, JC Penny, and many, many more. 
 If you would like to read more about this Gift 
Card Program and how it benefits our parish school, 
you may go to www.saintchristopherschool.org and 
click on "Tuition Credit Program".  You may also call 
Lisa Evans at 568-8944 with any questions.  Thank 
you! 

 
 

 
 

We welcome into our Christian community through 
the holy of waters of baptism: 

 

Jason Ngondo Mwangi 
 

Juliana Mar ie Rosar io 
 
 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
 Thank you for your generosity on World Mission 
Sunday!  Our parish offered $1,784 to the 
Propagation of the Faith for the missionary work of 
the Church.  This is a real blessing for the Missions!  
Please continue to pray for missionaries.  May God 
bless you for your generous missionary spirit! 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 The Social Club will be meeting on Monday, 
November 12 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.  
BINGO will follow our short meeting.  We will be 
serving ice cream and pies made by our wonderful 
bakers.  We look forward to all our members 
attending what should be a fun event.  Please bring a 
non-perishable food donation for the Food Bank.  If 
you have any questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 
568-4029. 
 
 

 Please note:  Tickets will go on sale at the 
November meeting for our annual Christmas Party to 
be held on Monday, December 3 at 12:00 noon in the 
church hall.  The luncheon will be a catered buffet.  
Tickets are $10 per person and will NOT be sold at 
the door, so you must purchase your tickets in 
advance.  If you have any questions, please call Joe 
Martocci at 568-4962. 
 
 

EAST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
Open House and Entrance Exam 

 East Catholic High School will hold an Open 
House on Wednesday, November 14, 2007 at 7:00 
p.m. for eighth graders and their families.  The 
entrance exam for eighth graders will be given on 
Saturday, December 1, 2007 at 8:00 a.m. at East 
Catholic High School.  Pre-registration for the exam 
is advised but not required.  To pre-register or to get 
more information, please call Ms. Gryphon, 
Admissions, at 649-5336 ext. 238 or visit the school’s 
website at www.echs.com. 
 
 

BETHLEHEM CARVINGS 
 For the past several years, George 
Rishmawi, a Christian from 
Bethlehem, Palestine, has visited St. 
Christopher’s with a display of 
beautiful carvings for sale.  The wood 
is from olive trees in the Holy Land.  
The sale of these items is a main 

source of income for a number of Christian families 
in Palestine. 
 George Rishmawi will be here again the weekend 
of November 17 and 18 in the Church Hall to offer 
woodcarvings for sale after all the Masses.  These 
carvings make beautiful Christmas gifts, for you or 
for others. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 19:1-10 
 

We continue the theme of last Sunday: God©s 
attitude towards the sinner and the social outcast. 

 
We see Jesus entering Jericho and passing 

through it.  So many times in the Gospel we see him 
passing by or through a place.  If he is not stopped, he 
will keep going.  Similarly, he constantly passes 
through our lives.  He comes every day in one form or 
another.  He will come into our lives today.  Will we 
recognize him?  Where are we expecting to find him?  
In what person?  In what place?  In what experience?  
To be really ready we have to be prepared to meet 
him in ANY experience. 

 
Next we are told there was a man in the city 

called Zacchaeus.  He was a chief tax collector and 
very rich.  Describing Zacchaeus as a chief tax 
collector said just one thing to everyone: he was a 
detestable creep.  His modern equivalent would be 
something akin to a drug baron, who gets wealthy on 
a product that destroys the lives of thousands of 
people.  Or the mafia chief who bleeds small 
businessmen dry through threats, extortion and 
murder. 

 
Zacchaeus is introduced into the story because he 

wanted to see who Jesus was.  We are not at first 
given the reason.  Was it just curiosity towards a 
person about whom he had heard so many stories?  Or 
was there a deeper reason?  It is a good example of 
someone who comes looking for something only to 
discover something altogether more wonderful.  It is 
like the man in the parable who bought what he 
thought was an ordinary field and discovered a large 
treasure buried there. 

 
We are also told that Zacchaeus was small and, 

because of the crowd blocking his vision, he could 
not see Jesus.  (He was small in more ways than one.) 
So, in spite of being a rich and important man, he did 
not hesitate to climb a tree to get a better look.  He 
would not have been very welcome among the 
crowds anyway.  He was not a person people would 
like to have had around. 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 

 
 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
There is a message there somehow.  Very often 

we are not able to see Jesus in our lives because we 
are crowded out by other people and the way they 
think.  To see Jesus clearly we often have to get away 
from the crowd and risk being different, risk losing 
our dignity.  The word “holy”  in Greek actually 
means someone who is different, someone set apart. 

 
Imagine Zacchaeus’  surprise when Jesus looked 

up and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I 
must stay at your house today.”  What wonderful 
words for Zacchaeus to hear!  How wonderful when 
Jesus says them to us!  Yet at every Eucharist he 
makes his invitation at communion.  But at many 
other times too he wishes to enter into our lives.  The 
Book of Revelation has Jesus say in a beautiful 
image: “ I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come into his 
house and eat with him and he will eat with me”  (Rev 
3:20).  Are our doors always open and ready to offer 
him hospitality? 

 
Zacchaeus has no hesitation.  He climbs down 

quickly, delighted to welcome Jesus into his house.  
The reaction of the crowd, however, is something 
else.  They are deeply shocked and scandalized.  "He 
has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner."  Of 
all the people in Jericho, Jesus picks the house of 
possibly the most obnoxious and detested person in 
the town. 

 

 [Note: This reflection is taken from Sunday 
Reflections with Frank Doyle SJ.  The complete 
reflection (the above accounts for about 1/3) can be 
found at: 
 

 http://www.sacredspace.ie/livingspace/ 
 SundayArchive/C-31.htm. 

 
An archive of these reflections is at: 
 

http://www.sacredspace.ie/livingspace/ 
 archive.htm.] 

 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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NOVEMBER 6 – ELECTION DAY 
  

Special Note to Those Who Vote 
at St. Chr istopher  Church Hall 

 

 Tuesday, November 6 is Election Day in East 
Hartford.  The St. Christopher Church Hall is the 
voting location for all those in District 7.  Please be 
advised that our  par ish school will be in session 
that day.  For the safety of our children and the 
voters, we ask that everyone using this polling 
location enter and exit at the designated driveways.  
Signs will be posted at all driveway entrances/exits 
to help minimize confusion.  We thank all of you 
for your consideration in this matter and we hope 
that all registered voters remember to vote on 
November 6.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

 

HOLIDAY FOOD 
BOXES 

 
 

November and the holiday season is now here.  On 
November 15 volunteers will help us pack the non-
perishable items into the boxes which will be 
delivered to the assigned families on Sunday, 
November 18. 
 

Our food bank shelves are becoming quite empty.  
We need to refill these spaces.  We are in need of: 
 

 Canned Vegetables Cereal 
 Potato Buds Tuna Fish 
 Pasta Gravy 
 Spaghetti Sauce Cake Mix 
 Canned Fruit Frosting 
 Cranberry Sauce TURKEYS 
 

Non-perishable donations may be left in the baskets 
in front of the baptismal font (the church is open 
during the week).  Please DO NOT leave turkeys in 
these baskets.  Call Eleanor Domler at 569-7396 or 
Kay McNamara at 568-5650 to pick them up.  We 
are most appreciative of your continued support and 
help. 
 

– Social Action Committee 
 

 
INTERFAITH 

THANKSGIVING 
SERVICE 

 
The annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service sponsored 
by the East Hartford Interfaith Ministries will be held 
Sunday, November 18 at 7:00 p.m. at South 
Congregational Church, 1301 Forbes Street, East 
Hartford.  The Rev. Gary S. Richards from the New 
Covenant United Methodist Church will give the 
homily. 
 
 

2007 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE!! 

 Are you looking for a perfect gift for your family, 
friends or relatives, or something for yourself?  
Consider purchasing an Entertainment Book for $30.00.  
The book is full of discount coupons for many area 
restaurants and stores and can be used immediately.  
All proceeds benefit the Youth Ministry fund.  Books 
may be picked up at the Rectory during normal 
business hours.  If you would like more information, 
please call the Youth Ministry Office at 895-8692.  
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
 

 
Please note that for your convenience the 
regular Parish Office hours are as follows: 
 

 M – F: 8:30 a.m. – 12: 30 p.m. 
  1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

 

The office is closed for lunch each day from 
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
 
 

JOIN YOUR FRIENDS, 
MAKE NEW FRIENDS! 

 They’ re taking off Friday evening, January 11, 2008 
for our Parish Men’s Retreat at Holy Family Retreat 
House in West Hartford.  It’ ll be a relaxing weekend of 
peace and quiet.  Good rest, good food, inspiring talks 
to bring you closer to Christ.  You’ ll come away with a 
new perspective on your life; a wonderful inner peace 
to face problems with new courage.  Come on out!  
Reservation forms are available on the bulletin boards 
or you may call Phil Gosselin at 568-5001 to get a form 
or ask any questions. 


