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Twenty-ninth
Sunday in
Ordinary Time

October 21, 2007

"Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones
who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to
answer them? | tell you, he will see to it that justice is
done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man
comes, will hefind faith on earth?" - Luke 18:7-8

Mass Intentions October 20 - 28, 2007

Saturday, October 20 - 4:30 p.m.
Maria Therrien
(Family)

Sunday, October 21 - 8:00 a.m.
Jose Figueiredo
(Wife Maria)

Sunday, October 21 - 10:30 am.
Bernice Tardiff
(The Tardiff Family)

Monday, October 22 - 7:30 am.
Julia Lowe
(Dave & Chickie Amberg)

Tuesday, October 23 - 7:30 am.
Paul E. Franklin
(Wife Claire)

Wednesday, October 24 - 7:30 a.m.
Constance LaRosa
(The Tardiff Family)

Thursday, October 25 - 7:30 am.
Soulsin Purgatory

Friday, October 26 - 7:30 am.
John & Louise Olinatz
(Children)

(continued in the next column)

Mass Intentions || (continued)

Saturday, October 27 - 4:30 p.m.
Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)

Sunday, October 28 - 10:30 am.
John Barrett
(Dot & George Ames)

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (October 14):  $7,360
Required Revenue (October 14): $ 8,913

Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 313,759
Required Revenue (YTD): $ 356,520

My sincere thanks for all you do to make our
parish a place where Christ is encountered and
where his joy and life are shared with and for
others!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

WORLD MISSION
SUNDAY

Today, World Mission
Sunday, with Catholics of the
world, we are called to offer, at
this Eucharistic celebration, our
prayers and our financial support, through the
Propagation of the Faith (today’s second
collection), to continue the mission of our Lord —
to help the poor and suffering experience the
healing love and peace of Jesus.

/.. O
RS,

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any
faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8)

Yes, in the actions of good stewards.
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Confirmation
Class PRESENTATION
— OF
% CONFIRMATION
CANDIDATES
<>

At the 10:30 Mass this weekend, we present to the
members of our parish community the Confirmandi
from the Confirmation Class of 2007. For the last
two years, these students have been preparing to
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Having
already been baptized into Christ, and participated
in the catechetical preparation for this sacrament,
they choose to follow Christ more closely. They
ask for their parish community’s continued prayer,
encouragement and guidance.

Archbishop Daniel A. Cronin will confer the
Sacrament of Confirmation on twenty-seven of our
young parishioners a a Mass here at
St. Christopher’s next Sunday, October 28 at
1:00 p.m. You are al invited to attend. Attendance
a the Mass, of course, fulfills the Sunday
obligation.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
The next meeting of the Adult Social Club will
be held on Monday, November 12 at 1:00 p.m. The
later date is due to the hall being reserved for
Election Day. More information about the
November meeting will be provided in next
weekend' s bulletin.

== BAPTISM

We welcome into our Christian community through
the holy of waters of baptism:

Grace Maria Browne

CHOIR REHEARSALS

Adult Choir (high school — adult)
Thursdays ~ 7:30 — 9:00 p.m.

Children’'s Choir (grades 2 — 8)

E@% Wednesdays ~ 4:30 — 5:30 p.m.

New members are welcome and may join at any
time! For more information, please call Carol
Waterman at 521-7411.

HOW TO REPORT AN INCIDENT OF
SEXUAL ABUSE TO THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF HARTFORD

If you or someone you know has been a victim of
sexual abuse, assault, molestation or exploitation as a
minor (under the age of 18 years) by a person working for
the Roman Catholic Church within the Archdiocese of
Hartford (such as a priest, deacon, sister, brother, lay
officer, lay employee, lay volunteer, etc) you are
requested to report the incident in the following manner:

1. Cdl the Victims Assistance Coordinator for the
Archdiocese of Hartford at 860-541-6491.

2. Compose in writing a detailed description of the facts
involved in the incident and send it as soon as possible
to:

Sister Mary Kelly, C.S.J.
Victims Assistance Coordinator
134 Farmington Avenue
Hartford, CT 06105-3784

Your detailed description of the incident should
include your name, address, and telephone number
and, if known, the name, address and telephone
number of the minor/victim and hisher parents or
other person responsible for the minor’s care, the age
and gender of the minor/victim, the date, place,
circumstances and nature of the misconduct and the
name and address of the person who allegedly
committed the misconduct.

Information will then be communicated by the
Archdiocese to the State Department of Children and
Families and/or the appropriate law enforcement
agencies as required by law. If you are a non-
mandated reporter under Connecticut law, you should
also be aware of your right to make a report to public
authorities concerning this matter, including the State
Department of Children and Families and/or
appropriate law enforcement agencies. We support
your right to do so. If you are a mandated reporter,
you must report directly to the State Department of
Children and Families Hotline at 1-800-842-2288
and/or the appropriate law enforcement agencies as
required by law.

3. After the Archdiocese receives a report as outlined
above, an investigation will be undertaken by or on
behalf of the Archdiocese of Hartford.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 18:1-8

After last week’ s story of the grateful Samaritan, we
return to the parable form of the previous weeks. The
widow in our parable is a wonderful person, one of the
great characters of the gospels, indeed of the whole
Bible. Like last week’s grateful Samaritan, and like the
humble servant of the week before, she will become
real for us if we alow her to remind us of people we
have known. We can then celebrate her and let her
speak a message of repentance to us, both as
individuals and as a church at every level: the universal
Church; our particular Church, our diocese or the
Church of our nation; our local church, parish or small
basic community within the parish.

The widow is poor. She cannot back her claims
with money or influentia people; her power lies
entirely in her moral qualities, her passion and her
perseverance.  We remember people from poor
communities (nations, or groups within a nation) who
are extraordinarily courageous in “seeking justice
against their enemies.” For them justice takes many
forms: getting their children into a good school; finding
jobs for them after they have left school; finding money
for their children’ sfood or education; completing their
homes; maintaining their health so that they continue to
serve their families.

They “persist in coming to” government offices,
principals of schools, hospitals and doctors offices.
They have little concern for what people think about
them, how they appear to the general public, whether
they are being a nuisance.

They show the same qualities in their relationship
with God, storming heaven with their prayers, caring
little if these are theologically correct. The “widows”
of our experience are often communities. poor nations
standing up for their rights before the world
community; peace movements in Ireland, the Basque
country, within the Israeli-Palestine conflict;
movements representing the oppressed like the landless
in Brazil. Like the widow in the parable, they have no
financial or military resources, but they persevere in
“seeking justice against their enemies,” confident that
their cause will eventually triumph.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

Jesus is not condescending to the poor. He
draws his followers attention to their plight, not to
feel sorry for them, not even to help them, but to
learn from (be converted, evangelized, by) them.
We who reflect on these gospels today are often not
in the situation of the widow. The gospel invites us
to capture her spirit, making the journey from
Luke's “blessed are the poor” to Matthew’'s
“blessed are the poor in spirit.” We do this most
effectively by entering into solidarity with the
“widows” of our society, joining one of their
organizations or taking up their cause publicly.

The widow has two important lessons to teach
us. First, she had no recourse to force because as a
poor person force was not available to her. We
must choose to be like her by renouncing violence
in any form in our “seeking for justice”. So too we
are often lacking in passion in our search for justice.
This is because injustice does not crowd us as it
does poor people. We can survive without any
dramatic change in our circumstances so we can
afford to say, “Thisis how lifeis,” and leave things
like that. The poor are like the widow, they do not
have that luxury; they seek justice with passion
because for them it is a matter of life or death. By
entering into solidarity with them we too learn to
seek justice with passion.

— The Liturgy Committee

%Q% In Loving Memory

ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS

Our parish will celebrate the memory of those
who have died since last November during our
10:30 Mass on Sunday, November 4. A candl€elight
service within our Eucharistic Liturgy will
commemorate each of the deceased.

In preparation for this celebration, we invite
parishioners who have lost a family member this
past year, even though they may not have been
buried from St. Christopher, to put a photo of your
loved one with a name card on our Memory Board
in the church hall.

— Toni Amberg, Bereavement Coordinator
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“ Anyone going shopping?”
“Headed to the grocery store?
“ Areyou bound to check out the new Cabela’ s?”

Buy first from the
St. Christopher School Gift Card Program!!

Over the last three years, St. Christopher School has
been running a year-long fundraiser that sells gift cards
to major stores and restaurants. The school buys these
cards at a discount; therefore, earning a profit from
each card sold. For example, you can buy a $25 gift
card to Lands End from the program at a cost of $25.
The school will purchase the card for you at a 12%
discount. You get a $25 card for the cost of $25, and
the school gets 12% profit. It isa"win-win" situation!

Do you buy gift cards for those “hard to buy for
people” at Christmas? Do you have a major or minor
home renovation you are buying your supplies at Home
Depot or Lowe's for? Are you in the market for any
new appliances or electronics you are purchasing at
Best Buy or Circuit City? Need to buy a new winter
coat at LL Bean or Lands End? Are you going to check
out the new Cabela's in town? Buy your card with us,
give our parish school the profit, and use your gift card
like you would your cash or credit card!!

Starting next weekend October 27 & 28 and
running through November 17 & 18, we will have for
available for purchase after all Masses gift cards from
Sop & Shop, Shaw's, Shop Rite, CVS and Walgreens.
You will also be able to order any additional cards from
other retailers such as Dunkin Donuts, Lowe's, Home
Depot, Chili's, Macy's, Sears, JC Penny, and many,
many more.

If you would like to read more about the Gift Card
Program (caled the Tuition Credit Program,
aka TCP) go to our school’s website at
www.saintchristopherschool.org and click on "Tuition
Credit Program”. You may also cal Lisa Evans at
568-8944 with any questions. Thank you!

Please pray for:

+{ne i Leslie M. Knotts
Qympacyy | (sister of Cathy Abourrad)

CharlesE. Knotts
(brother of Cathy Aboumrad)

WHAT ISTHE MEN'SRETREAT?

| want to share some of the events you will
experience at the Men's Retreat at Holy Family
Retreat Center. The weekend experience, whileitisa
peaceful and reflective time, it is aso energizing and
stimulating. Each day starts out with a short prayer
session and then we all meander down to the cafeteria
for a great breakfast; both spirit and stomach are fed.
The remainder of the day is a combination of
excellent workshops on various topics, celebration of
Mass, free to time to read, listen to music or walk the
beautiful grounds, and of course, more good food.
The workshops always cover topics that are timely
and relevant. Lastly, enough cannot be said about the
Retreat Team; they are funny, inspirationa and
thoughtful. 1 would encourage all the men of our
parish to consider going this year, January 11-13,
2008. | assure you, you'll be glad you did.
Registration forms can be found on the bulletin boards
in the church vestibule and side entrances and in the
church hal. If you have any questions, please call
Phil Gosselin at 568-5001.

HOMEFRONT

RESURRECTION? _ ﬁ
As many of you know, ? \%

St. Christopher Church participated | AmeriCares
in HomeFront for several years in  |HOMEFRONT
the recent past. The mission of
HomeFront is to help quaified, low-income
homeowners who are physically or financially
challenged to maintain their residence by providing
free home repairs through teams of volunteers. St.
Christopher’s would like to resurrect our involvement
in this wonderful program, but we first need to
assemble our leadership team. The leadership team is
comprised of a House Captain, an Assistant House
Captain and aVVolunteer Coordinator.

In the past, | have served as the Volunteer
Coordinator and would be willing to continue in that
role. The House Captain should be someone with
construction experience to oversee the project,
compile a list of materials needed and assist with
allocation of crew volunteers to the various projects.
The Assistant House Captain should be someone who
is“handy” to assist the House Captain.

If any of the members of our faith community
would be willing to serve in either of these capacities,
please contact me at 568-5001.

Thank you!
Phil Gosselin



