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Twenty-eighth
Sunday in
Ordinary Time

October 14, 2007

Jesus said in reply, "Ten were cleansed, were they
not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this
foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" Then he
said to him, "Stand up and go; your faith has saved
you." - Luke 17:17-19

- October 13 - 21, 2007

Saturday, October 13 - 4:30 p.m.
Manuel Machado
(Wife, Daughter & Son-in-Law)

Sunday, October 14 - 8:00 a.m.
Joseph Leonardo
(Mom, Dad & Family)

Sunday, October 14 - 10:30 am.
Connie Serignese
(Family)

Monday, October 15 - 7:30 am.
Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)

Tuesday, October 16 - 7:30 a.m.
James J. Regan — 1% Anniversary
(Brother, Thomas Regan)

Wednesday, October 17 - 7:30 am.
James Owen (Ann Traynor)

Thursday, October 18 - 7:30 am.
John Olinatz — 9™ Anniversary
(Children)

Friday, October 19 - 7:30 am.
John T. & Anne Coffey
(Johnet Kompanik, Daughter and
John J. Coffey, Son)

(continued in the next column)

Saturday, October 20 - 4:30 p.m.
Maria Therrien
(Family)

Sunday, October 21 - 8:00 am.
Jose Figueiredo
(Wife Maria)

Sunday, October 21 - 10:30 am.
Bernice Tardiff
(The Tardiff Family)

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (October 7): $6,472
Required Revenue (October 7):  $8.913

Actua Revenue (YTD): $ 306,399
Required Revenue (YTD): $ 347,607

Many thanks for your generous support of our
parish! Together, we make St. Christopher’s
the vibrant and welcoming faith community
Christ callsusto be.

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

A NEW TAX INCENTIVE TO GIVE!

Have you been waiting for the federa
government to make it easier to give? Is so, this
may be your opportunity.

New tax legislation permits people over 70 ¥2
to donate from their IRA or Roth IRA to non-
profit institutions such as St. Christopher Church
without paying the deferred income tax. Instead
of taking the required withdrawal from your IRA,
you can donate the required amount to St
Christopher’s.

You can give up to $100,000 total to as many
organizations as you like in 2007. The
opportunity to make a gift ends December 31,
2007. If you are interested in taking advantage of
this opportunity, please speak to Fr. Curran for
further information.
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OCTOBER -
RESPECT LIFE
MONTH

The design on our front cover of this bulletin is
meant to remind us that October is Respect Life
Month. During this time, the Church
throughout the world prays for a renewed sense
of the sacredness of every human being, from
conception to natural death. This is a time to
pray for all whose human dignity is denied in
our world--the unborn; children living in
poverty, abuse, and neglect; the elderly, the
terminaly ill, the developmentally disabled;
prisoners on death row, and al the poor,
suffering and disenfranchised in our world. As
Pope Benedict XVI said in the homily of his
inaugural Mass on April 24, 2005, "We are not
some casual and meaningless product of
evolution. Each of us is the result of a thought
of God. Each of usiswilled, each of usisloved,
each of usisnecessary."

CONNECTICUT RIGHT TOLIFE'S
33" ANNUAL CONVENTION

The Connecticut Right to Life Corp. is holding its
33" annual convention on Saturday, October 27 at
the Courtyard by Marriott in Cromwell. The
keynote speaker is Father Tad Pacholczyk, a
national expert on human cloning and embryonic
stem cell research. Other guest speakers include
Suzanne Vitadamo, the sister of Terri Schiavo;
and Georgette Forney, president of Anglicans for
Life and co-founder of Silent No More America.
There will be a 12:15 Mass followed by the
program. The cost, which includes dinner, is $40
for adults, $70 for married couples and $20 for
students. Call Janet at 203-878-4097 to register.

CHOIR REHEARSALS

Adult Choir (high school — adult)
Thursdays ~ 7:30 — 9:00 p.m.

Children’s Choir (grades 2 — 8)
Wednesdays ~ 4:30 — 5:30 p.m.

Members may join at any time! For more
information, please call Carol Waterman at
521-7411.

LYMAN ORCHARD PIE SALE!

Orders can be placed after all
Masses this weekend in the church hall!!

St. Christopher School is selling pies, breads, cookie
dough and fudge from Lyman Orchards in Middlefield, CT.
The pies will arrive frozen, ready to be baked (except for
pumpkin, coconut and pecan which are pre-baked and
simply need to be thawed). Orders will be available for
pick up on Thursday, November 15 between 11 am. and 5
p.m. in the church hall (just in time for the holidays!!).

Please stop by and place an order. Your order will not
only help the school, but will be very delicious, too! Any
questions, please call Sarah Poirier at 568-0632 or
Lisa Evans at 568-8944. Thank you for your support!

BIDSFOR TECHNOLOGY

St. Christopher School’s first online auction, Bids for
Technology, is now open! Please visit our site at
www.saintchrisauction.cmarket.com.  The auction will
remain open through October and will close on Nov. 2.
CMarket.com, a secure website that works with nonprofit
organizations, is hosting the event. The proceeds from the
auction will go to the St. Christopher School Technology
Fund and will be used to support the school’s ongoing
technology needs. Visit our auction today!

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

Next Sunday, World Mission Sunday, our Holy Father,
Pope Benedict XV, cals every Catholic to celebrate, at the
Eucharist, our vocation to be missionary and to help the
Missions.

As Catholics around the world — here at home and in
the Missions — gather at the Eucharist around the table of
the Lord, let us...

PRAY for the Church’sworldwide mission

OFFER FINANCIAL HELP through the
Propagation of the Faith collection for more than
1,150 dioceses in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the
Pacific Idlands.

By our prayers next weekend, October 20 and 21, and by
what we offer through the Propagation of the Faith
collection, we become partners with missionaries who
proclam the Gospel and offer help and hope to the
suffering poor.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke17:11-19

At this stage in Luke's gospel we see Jesus making
his way south to Jerusalem — the goa of his life's
mission. He has just reached the southern border of the
northern province of Galilee (where he came from) and
Samaria, which was sandwiched between Galilee on the
north and Judea on the south.

As Jesus enters a village he is greeted by ten lepers
who come out to meet him. “They stood some way
off.” As lepers they were compelled to cry out
“unclean” and to ring a bell when they saw people
approaching.

Still some distance from Jesus they called out in
desperation: “Jesus! Master! Take pity onus!” (“Lord,
Have mercy!” — a prayer we say during the Eucharist.)
They had no illusions about their helpless situation.
Their only hope now was the compassion of Jesus, their
Master and Lord, who was the living embodiment of
the mercy and compassion of God. A mercy and
compassion they had long ceased to expect from their
fellow-citizens.

Jesus makes no fuss. He simply tells them to “Go
and show yourselves to the priests’. On their way to
carry out this instruction they discovered that they were
cleansed and healed. Clearly thiswas areward for their
unquestioning and trusting response to Jesus
instructions? A reward for their faith in him. And why
did Jesus tell them to go to the priests? Because it was
not enough for them to be healed; they would also have
to be officialy declared clean by the religious
authorities.  Only then could they be fully integrated
back into “normal” society.

Finding himself cured, just one of the group went
back “praising God at the top of his voice’, threw
himself at the feet of Jesus and expressed his deepest
thanks for what had happened to him.

“The man was a Samaritan.” Much of the punch of
the story is in those five words. As a Samaritan, he
belonged to a hated and despised group. In this case, he
was an outcast twice over. Even the disciples of Jesus
were heard to speak violent words against Samaritans.
And it says a lot for the miserable lot of lepers that
there could be Jews and Samaritans together in one
group. In their shared misery, other prejudices were
forgotten.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

Y et, after they were cured, it was not the members
of God's chosen people who came back to express
thanks to their Lord but this outcast, a man who
would be regarded as an outcast in Jewish society,
even if he did not have leprosy. It was a foretaste of
the future composition of the Christian communities.

Jesus highlights this fact by his own reaction.
“Were not al ten made clean? The other nine, where
are they? It seems that no one has come back to give
praise to God, except this foreigner”. This alien, this
outsider and, by implication, this godless pagan (or at
least, dyed-in-the-wool heretic), a person who is
presumed to be far from God is the one who is most
deeply aware of God's action in hislife. We, too, in
our time must have met non-Christians who had a
much better sense of God working in their lives that
some of uswho carry the label “Catholic”.

“Rise up and go on your way. Your faith has
saved you.” The man is called to resurrection, to new
life and to walk the Way of Jesus. His deep insight
into what he has experienced has been a saving
experience for him. There is far more here than
physical healing. The whole person has been fully
restored in his relationships both with God and with
his neighbors and the community.

— The Liturgy Committee

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES ASSOC.

Choosing a family cemetery lot is inevitable.
Instead of leaving this decision to a loved one, a
friend or perhaps even a stranger, why not make this a
family decision now?

The Catholic Cemeteries Association of the
Archdiocese of Hartford, for a limited time, affords
all Catholic families the opportunity to purchase pre-
need graves with upright monument rights and shrine
graves with interest-free installment payments up to 4
years at St. Mary Cemetery in East Hartford, Holy
Cross Cemetery in Glastonbury and St. James and St.
Bridget Cemeteries in Manchester.  Mausoleum
entombment space is aso available at St. Mary
Cemetery, East Hartford.

This offer will conclude on November 15, 2007.
Please call the office at St. James Cemetery at 646-
3772 for more information or to schedule an
appointment.
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STEWARDSHIP-

MINISTRY FAIR
Our  parish  Stewardship-
Ministry Fair is scheduled
to be held the weekend of
November 10 - 11. The fair
will be held after our Vigil and
Sunday Masses.

This is a great opportunity for parishioners to learn
more about what volunteer ministries are available
in our parish and the important work these
ministries are doing to bring the good news of
Christ to our community.

What ministry or form of service to our parish
might the Lord be calling you to consider? Come
and see!

“Servethe Lord with gladness...” (Psalm 100:2)

INFLUENZA (FLU) CLINIC

The Town of East Hartford's Department of
Health and Social Services is sponsoring an
Influenza Clinic for East Hartford residents who are
65 years of age and older (proof is required).
Qualified residents can receive a vaccination free of
charge on Friday, October 19 from 9:30 — 12:00
noon a the South End Senior Center, 70
Canterbury Street in East Hartford. Based upon
vaccine availability, a clinic may aso be held
Friday, October 26 from 1:00 — 2:30 p.m. For more
information, please call 569-5659 or 291-7324.

UPCOMING SEMINAR

On Tuesday, November 6 from 8:30-12:00 p.m.
at the Archdiocese Center at St. Thomas Seminary
in Bloomfield, Archbishop Henry Mansell will offer
opening remarks at a seminar focusing on the life,
works and words of Jean Vanier and Henri Nouwen
and their relationship with people with disabilities.
Keynote speaker, the Reverend William Gaventa,
from Princeton, New Jersey will deliver his address
entitled “The Call to Community: Lessons about
Sanctuary and Vocation from the works of Jean
Vanier and Henri Nouwen.”

Discussion and Fellowship will complete the
morning. For more information call Mary McGrath
at the Office for People with Disabilities at 860-
242-3304.

XAVIER HIGH SCHOOL
181 Randolph Road - Middletown, CT

Open House
Xavier High School, a Catholic college preparatory
school for young men, will hold its annual Open House
for all interested 8" grade young men and their parents
on Sunday, October 21 from 1:00 — 4:00 p.m. to tour
the school and meet with Xavier faculty, staff and
students to learn about all that Xavier has to offer.

Entrance Exam

Xavier High School will hold its Freshman
Entrance Examination on Saturday, November 17 at
8:00 am. Pre-registration for the exam is requested and
can be done online at xavierhighschool.org. Students
should bring two No. 2 pencils and a $20 testing fee
with them the day of the exam. A full four-year
scholarship is awarded to the boy receiving the highest
score on the examination. A $2,000 scholarship is
awarded to each of the next eight top scorers regardless
of parish affiliation. For more information, please call
the school at (860) 346-7735, ext. 702.

CHILDREN'SENVELOPES

Stewardship is not just for
adults. It is important that young
people also learn that they are
greatly blessed by God, and that in response, they are
called to share their blessings. Due to the extraordinary
emphasis on commercialism and materialism in our
society today, there is an increased awareness within
charitable organizations across the country, including
parishes, that we must teach our children the
importance of seeing all creation and all that we have as
gifts from God.

We have available in the sacristy a supply of
children’s envelopes for those children who would like
to make aweekly offering to their parish.

OCTOBER —MONTH OF
THE HOLY ROSARY

In this month of October, let us

consider this beautiful prayer of the

Rosary as away of drawing closer to

Jesus and Mary by meditating on the
great mysteries of our salvation. Handouts entitled
How to Pray the Rosary are available at the entrances
to the church.



