SAINT CHRISTOPHER CHURCH

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673
E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net

Website: www.stchris-eh.org

October 7, 2007

Dear Friendsin Christ,

You will see as aninsert in our parish bulletin a letter from
Sister Mary Kelly, C.S.J., Director of Ministry for Healing
and Assistance for the archdiocese, and her staff.

| am pleased to report that our parish and school were
recently audited and were found to be in full compliance
with the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People.

| am thankful for Deacon Bill, our parish coordinator for this
program, Maria Sousa, our Coordinator of Religious
Education, and Kathleen Madg, our parish school’'s
principal for their work and continuing efforts to protect our
children and young people. Likewise, | thank al involvedin
parish ministry for their cooperation in this vital program.

yoursin Christ,

Fr. Curran

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara
Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
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SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100
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MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM

Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the preceding
Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

BAPTISMS
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in
advance at 568-5240

MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST
(From Bridge Counseling Center)
Colleen Murphy — 568-0115

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE
Sue Sadolfo — 568-4373

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396
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And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our
faith." The Lord replied, "If you have faith the size
of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry
tree, @e uprooted and planted in the sea©and it
would obey you." - Luke 17:5-6

October 6 - 14, 2007

Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 6 - 4:30 p.m.
Rose Lombard — 1% Anniversary
(Daughter MaryAnn Cowing)

Sunday, October 7 - 8:00 am.
Thomas P. Camar co
Rose Tedesco
(Family)

Sunday, October 7 - 10:30 am.
Eleanor Spears
In Memory of Her Birthday
(Family)

Monday, October 8 - 7:30 am.
Fern Turmel — 2" Anniversary
(Wife Dorothy & Family)

Tuesday, October 9 - 7:30 am.
Paul E. Franklin (Wife Claire)

Wednesday, October 10 - 7:30 am.
John & Nell Divane (The Traynor Family)

Thursday, October 11 - 7:30 am.
Dominic & Nancy Viglione (Jean Walker)

Friday, October 12 - 7:30 a.m.
Margaret H.L. & Gerard J. Lafleur
In Memory of their 61 Wedding Anniversary
(Daughter Gloria Jean)

(continued in the next column)

(continued)

Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 13 - 4:30 p.m.
Manuel M achado
(Wife, Daughter & Son-in-Law)

Sunday, October 14 - 8:00 am.
Joseph L eonardo
(Mom, Dad & Family)

Sunday, October 14 - 10:30 am.
Connie Serignese
(Family)

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (September 30):  $7,997
Required Revenue (September 30): $8.913

Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 299,927
Required Revenue (Y TD): $ 338,694

My personal thanks for your generous support
which is so essential for our parish!

with Gratitude,
Fr. Curran

2007 MISSION APPEAL
The following is a reprint of a letter we recently
received.

Dear Fr. Curran,

| want to express my gratitude to you and
S. Christopher parish for the generous support of
$2,500.05 collected for the Oblates of the Virgin Mary
during the 2007 Mission Appeal.

The money that you have given us will go to our
mission in the Philippines, where six years ago we
opened a new seminary and are now working to expand
our presence. We are grateful for the support you and
the Archdiocese of Hartford have given.

Thank you again for your welcome and please be
assured of our prayers.

Sncerely in Christ,
Rev. William M. Brown, OMV



TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY

Catholic parishes across the United States are
celebrating Respect Life Sunday this weekend. Thisis
a time to acknowledge, with gratitude and a profound
sense of wonder, the mystery of human life: Because
each of us is created, loved and redeemed by God,
every human life is priceless, deserving respect and
protection.

Respect Life Mass
Archbishop Henry J. Mansell
will celebrate Mass and commission
new pro-life representatives.

Sunday ~ October 7 ~ 2:00 p.m.
Cathedral of St. Joseph
140 Farmington Avenue, Hartford

Connecticut Right to Life Convention
An afternoon and evening of
pro-life speakers and activity.

Saturday ~ October 27
Courtyard Marriott — Cromwell

Call 203-878-3571 for more info.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat Weekend
A confidential, supportive retreat that
offers spiritual and emotional healing for
anyone hurting inside after abortion.

November 2-4 ~ Litchfield

For more information or to make reservations:
Call Mary at 203-882-1326
mmhdfc@sbcglobal .net
www.rachelsvineyard.org

PARISH RENEWAL
The linked parishes of Blessed Sacrament Church and
Our Lady of Peace Church will be hosting a Parish
Renewal beginning Sunday, October 14 through October
17. The theme for the renewal is It isn’'t WHO | am, but
WHOSE | am and will be presented by the well-known
Dominican preacher Father Frank Sutman, O.P. There
will be an evening program with preaching at Our Lady of
Peace each evening of the renewal beginning at 7:00 p.m.
There will be Renewal Mass with preaching at Blessed
Sacrament Church each morning, beginning October 15,
at 9:00 am. For more information, please call the parish

office at Blessed Sacrament at 568-2747.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
SOCIAL DINNER

The monthly social dinner of the Knights of
Columbus will be held on Tuesday, October 23 at
6:30 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus hall next to
St. Paul Church in Glastonbury. The guest speaker
will be Father Bill McCarthy from Our Father's
House in Moodus. $3.00 charge per person. Men
who would like to attend this social dinner are
asked to RSVP to Bill Barone at 533-9644 or John
Ruggiero at 633-3126.

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
ANNOUNCE DATESFOR OPEN HOUSES

East Catholic High School
115 New State Road — M anchester, CT
East Catholic High School will hold an Open House
on Wednesday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m. for
eighth graders and their families.

Mercy High School
1740 Randolph Road - Middletown, CT
“ Educating Today’ s Young Women
ina Spiritual Community”

Open House
Sunday, November 4

2:00 p.m.: Presentation by the Administration
2:30 — 4:30 p.m. — Tour the School

Xavier High School

181 Randolph Road - Middletown, CT
Xavier High School, a Catholic college preparatory
school for young men, will hold its annua Open
House for al interested 8" grade young men and
their parents on Sunday, October 21 from 1:00 —
4:00 p.m. to tour the school and meet with Xavier
faculty, staff and students to learn about all that
Xavier hasto offer.

SAVE THE DATE!
Stewardship-Ministry Fair!

November 10 and 11
(following all Masses)
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 17:5-10

In the Gospel today, the disciples ask Jesus for an
increase of faith. This prayer may well reflect the
feelings of some communities of early Christians, who
saw their future in very dark colors and who wondered
whether, as a small minority in a sea of hostility and
even persecution, they had any future. And, in the
ensuing centuries, many Christians have been
overwhelmed with persecution and the obliteration of
their Church. It isafeeling that thousands of Christians
must have felt in China in the dark days of the 1950s
and later during the Cultural Revolution. People
outside China wondered whether there was any church
left in China at all. How wrong we were! How we
misiudged and underestimated the power of Christian
faith!

The faith that is being asked for is not to have a
better knowledge of our catechism. What is being
asked for is a much deeper and stronger trust and
confidence that our God is near us, even when he seems
so far away, that he will take care of his own.

That does not mean, however, that with such afaith
Christian life will be free of all hardship and difficulty.
Being a Christian, taking the Gospel serioudly, is never
going to be a tea party. God has promised his loving
care but he has never promised a life free of pain,
difficulties, suffering, or even sudden and violent death.
Let us not forget that “He did not spare his own Son”.

What God does promise is that, with a deep faith
and trust in him, we can endure pain and difficulties,
that we can accept pain and suffering, if and when it
comes, for the sake of making the message of Jesus a
reality in our world.

So Jesus goes on to compare the Christian disciple
with a servant of his own time, usually a slave. When
the servant comes back from working hard in the fields
al day, heis not told: “Oh, come in, you must be tired!
Sit down, have your supper, put your feet up and watch
TV!” No, he is much likely to be told: “It is about time
you got back. 1I'm hungry. Hurry up and get my supper
ready. Then, and only then, can you have some time
for yourself.”

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

Our relationship with God is not about buying
and selling, about giving and getting in return; |
give God so much and | can expect so much from
him in return. No, our relationship with him is one
of total and unconditional love and service. The joy
and satisfaction is not in what we can do to squeeze
favors from God but in what we can give and share
of ourselves.

The reason for this, of course, is that no matter
what we do we are ever in God's debt. The very
energies with which we serve him are his gift to us.
We are “merely servants’. We can never do more
than “our duty”. However much we give to God it
is a smal repayment for all that he has already
showered us with.

In any case, in atrue love relationship one does
not say, “Well, darling, | have loved you for three
hours; now it is your turn to love me back for three
hours.” If the loved one gets sick, one does not say,
“Well, I'll stop loving you now because you cannot
give me anything. When you get out of hospital
and can do things for me then | will begin loving
again.” In atrue, loving relationship, whether it be
with God or another person, the joy and satisfaction
Isin unconditional giving and sharing.

— The Liturgy Committee

CHILDREN'SLITURGY
Our monthly Children’s Liturgy
will be celebrated next Sunday,
October 14 a 10:30 am.
Hospitality will be held in the
church  hall following the
Liturgy. Donations of baked goods would be most
appreciated. Thank you for your support!

== BAPTISM

We welcome into our Christian community through
the holy of waters of baptism:

M ason Peter Jank




TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LYMAN ORCHARD PIE SALE!

St. Christopher School is selling pies, breads,
cookie dough and fudge from Lyman Orchards in
Middlefield, CT. The pieswill arrive frozen, ready to
be baked (except for pumpkin, coconut and pecan
which are pre-baked and then frozen). Their apple
pie is a Connecticut Magazine Award winner, their
Bumbleberry pie (with apples, blueberries,
raspberries, blackberries, and rhubarb) is like nothing
you have ever tasted, and their Almond Butter Crunch
cookie dough is fantastic!

Orders can be placed for al the products being
sold, next weekend (October 13 & 14) in the church
hall after all Masses. Your order will be ready for
pick up on Thursday, November 15 between 11 am.
and 5 p.m. in the church hal (just in time for the
holidays!!).

Please stop by and place an order. Your order
will not only help the school, but will be very
delicious, too! Any questions, please call Sarah
Poirier at 568-0632 or Lisa Evans at 568-8944.

Thank you in advance for your support!

BIDSFOR TECHNOLOGY

St. Christopher School’s first online auction, Bids
for Technology, is now open! Please visit our site at
www.saintchrisauction.cmarket.com.  The auction
will remain open through October and will close on
November 2. CMarket.com, a secure website that
works with nonprofit organizations, is hosting the
event. The proceeds from the auction will go to the
St. Christopher School Technology Fund and will be
used to support the school’s ongoing technology
needs.

If you've ever been on eBay, you know how much
fun an online auction can be. We invited you to take
a peek to see what's being offered. Items will open
and close along the way. So, please keep checking
back. Y ou don’t want to miss something good!

All you need is internet access and you can be
part of this fun event. It's a great way to pick up
everyday items, get an early start on your Christmas
shopping, and support technology at our parish's
school. Also, if you would like to make a cash
donation to the Technology Fund, you can do that
through the website, too. We hope you enjoy the
experience.

Happy Bidding!

COLUMBUSDAY
In observance of Columbus Day, Monday, Oct. 8,
the parish office will be closed. The office will reopen
on Tuesday, Oct. 9 at 8:30 am.

Please note: The daily Mass on Monday, Oct. 8,
will be celebrated at its regular time of 7:30 a.m.

INFLUENZA (FLU) CLINIC

The Town of East Hartford's Department of Health
and Social Services is sponsoring an Influenza Clinic
for East Hartford residents who are 65 years of age and
older (proof is required). Qualified residents can
receive a vaccination free of charge on Friday, October
12 and Friday, October 19 from 9:30 — 12:00 noon each
day at the South End Senior Center, 70 Canterbury
Street in East Hartford. Based upon vaccine
availability, a clinic may also be held Friday, October
26 from 1:00 — 2:30 p.m. For more information, please
call 569-5659 0r291-7324.

NEIGHBORSIN NEED

The cold weather will be rapidly approaching. The
cost of heating and lighting our homes keeps
increasing. For many of our residents who are
unemployed, under-employed or on fixed incomes, they
face a difficult decison to make: feed my family or
heat my home?

There are programs in place to assist people, but
many times these programs just don't go far enough.
For example, what happens when you run out of ail in
October and the programs designed to help you don’t
start until November of December? In an attempt to
assist residents with an emergency need, the Town of
East Hartford has established a local Fuel Bank which
is administered by the Health & Social Services
Department.

The department is currently seeking monetary
donations to fund this program. Donations should be
made payable to the Fuel Bank and mailed to the East
Hartford Headth & Socia Services Department, 740
Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108.

Questions regarding this program or others
administered by the Social Services Division should be
directed to Jo-Ann Dorn, Socia Services Program
Supervisor, at 291-7285.




