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September 30, 2007

Stewardship —Ministry Fair
November 10 and 11

In the spring the Parish Council and I met with members of
the various ministries here at St. Christopher’s to listen and to
gain input into the great work they are doing on behalf of our
parish. Our intention was and continues to be to affirm and
strengthen the ministries and their members and to provide
opportunities to expand the number of our ministries and to
expand the number of parishioners who are actively involved in a
particular ministry.

To provide parishioners the opportunity to learn about the
various ministries in our parish, we will be holding a Stewardship
— Ministry Fair after our Sunday Masses and Saturday Vigil Mass
November 10 and 11.

What ministry or form of service to our parish might the Lord
be calling you to consider? Come and see!

yoursin Christ,

Fr. Curran

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara
Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH SECRETARY
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Alice Gosselin — 568-5001

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. PRESIDENT
Ellen Rudzis — 289-5598

SCHOOL'S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Maria Sousa — 895-8692

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau — 895-8692

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM

Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the preceding
Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 —4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

BAPTISMS
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in
advance at 568-5240

MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST
(From Bridge Counseling Center)
Colleen Murphy — 568-0115

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE
Sue Sadolfo — 568-4373

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396
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Sunday in
Ordinary Time

September 30, 2007

"Abraham replied, @y child, remember that you
received what was good during your lifetime while
Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but now he
is comforted here, whereas you are tormented.©
(Luke 16:25)

September 29 — October 7, 2007

Saturday, September 29 - 4:30 p.m.
Deceased M ember s of
the Loura & Bairos Families
(Family)

Sunday, September 30 - 8:00 am.
Geor gette Miller
(Marion Sullivan)

Sunday, September 30 - 10:30 a.m.
Ann Maselek
(“The Gang”)

Thursday, October 4 - 7:30 am.
Mark Tardiff
(Family)

Saturday, October 6 - 4:30 p.m.
Rose Lombard — 1% Anniversary
(Daughter MaryAnn Cowing)

Sunday, October 7 - 8:00 am.
Thomas P. Camarco
Rose Tedesco
(Family)

Sunday, October 7 - 10:30 am.
Eleanor Spears
In Memory of Her Birthday
(Family)

Please pray for:

Raymond C. Galvin, Sr.
(father of Laurie Janecko)

Edward J. Sochon
(father of Lorraine Wolk)

Joseph Vinsko

A TITHING PARISH

Actua Revenue (September 23):  $6,886
Required Revenue (September 23):  $8.913

Actua Revenue (YTD): $ 291,930
Required Revenue (YTD): $ 329,781

Many thanks for all you do to support our parish
and its many ministries!
with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

A STEWARDSHIP PARISH —
A TITHING PARISH

Last week you might have noticed that the offertory
collection began with me. As a member of St
Christopher’s Parish, | too have embraced tithing as a
way of expressing my thanks to the Lord for all the
good he has given me.

Since coming to St. Christopher’s earlier this year, |
have been impressed by your generosity to our parish in
terms of time, talent and treasure. This generosity and
the level of involvement in the life of the parish
demonstrate that St. Christopher’s is a parish that has
embraced Stewardship as a Christian way of life. The
Lord has gifted al of usin some way. We are called to
be stewards of these gifts using them for the good of
all.

Tithing is not primarily a means to support our
parish budget but is a spiritual expression of our
thanksgiving to God. Our responsible giving to St.
Christopher’s or other charitiesis away we can grow as
Christian stewards.

For all you do, but more importantly for al you are
as the People of God, | am truly thankful.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Curran
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ST.CHRISTOPHER’S
GOING GREEN!

One of the ways we can be good

stewards is by caring for and making

necessary improvements to our Parish's

physical  plan. Recently, at the
recommendation of the Parish Council® Building and
Grounds Committee, we were able to capitalize on an
energy savings program offered by CL&P. We installed
57 new energy saving light fixtures which has a 10 times
the life existence of a conventional light bulb. This new
bulb uses only 39 watts of energy and gives off light
comparable to that of a 120 watt bulb. Each bulb is good
for 10,000 hours of usage. The best news is that CL& P
will give us a 50% rebate on the new fixtures. The new
lights and fixtures have been placed in the church
corridors, the church hall’s kitchen and lavatory/corridor
areas, the rear entrance and the closets. We were aso
able to replace the fixtures in al of the office rooms
upstairs in the Parish Center, as well as in the upstairs
corridor. CL&P has projected that our savings in
electricity will be as much as $975 to $1,000 PER
YEAR! The Building and Grounds Committee believes
this was a prudent fiscal investment for our parish and a
great way to be stewards of our most important resource,
the environment. | thank Roch Girard and the Building
and Grounds Committee for their work!

—Fr. Curran

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will meet this Monday, October 1
at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our guest will be Carol
Taylor. Ms. Taylor is the director of the Library for the
Blind and Physicaly Handicapped in Rocky Hill. She
will be speaking to our group about the special services
that the library provides. Refreshments will be served. If
you have any questions, please call Rose Y ergeau at 568-
4029.

Please note: Donations will be accepted for the Town's
Food Bank. Those who wish to may bring a non-
perishable food item to the meeting. Suggested items can
be found on page 4.

Parking Reminder: In an effort to ease the congestion
in the parking lot at the time that school parents are
picking up their children, Social Club members, who do
not require use of the handicap spaces, are asked to park
in the area at the back of the church. Thank you for your
cooperation.

CHOIR REHEARSALS

Adult Choir (high school — adult)
Thursdays ~ 7:30 — 9:00 p.m.

Children’s Choir (grades 2 — 8)
Wednesdays ~ 4:30 — 5:30 p.m.

Members may join at any time!
For more information, please cal Carol
Waterman at 521-7411.

We welcome into our Christian community
through the holy of waters of baptism:

Madelyn Rose K atzer
K aelen Joelle Cumento
ElianaMarie Tena

October is Respect Life

Month. During thistime, the

Church throughout the world

prays for a renewed sense of

the sacredness of every

human being, from
conception to natural death. The Pro-Life
Ministry of the Archdiocese of Hartford is
offering A Weekend to Celebrate Life Together.
The weekend includes:

8" Annual Respect L ife Conference
An all-day conference to
enrich and expand your pro-life knowledge.

Saturday ~ October 6
Holy Angels Church
585 Main Street, South Meriden

Call 203-639-0833 for further information.

Respect Life Mass
Archbishop Henry J. Mansell
will celebrate Mass and commission
new pro-life representatives.

Sunday ~ October 7 ~ 2:00 p.m.
Cathedral of St. Joseph
140 Farmington Avenue, Hartford
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 16:19-31

To some people, the story in today’s Gospel may
seem quite unfair. A successful man, indicated by the
prosperity of his surroundings, is buried in hell. A
sniveling beggar, who may have never done a day’ s work
in hislife, ends up in Abraham’s bosom. Isthis Christian
teaching?

We live in a world which praises achievement and
has little time for failure. It starts right in kindergarten
with the very first school report. We live in a society,
which says people deserve everything they are able to
work for and acquire. The materially successful (and in
our society is there any other kind of success?) are
sometimes heard to say that, if anyone else did what they
did, they could be billionaires too. The emphasis is not
on what people are but what they can do and on what
they can acquire with what they do. How they get it or
what the consequences may be for others is not regarded
as of great importance.

Weas there redly anything much wrong with the rich
man. All he did was to enjoy his wealth and his good
food, his big house, his fashionable and expensive
clothes. He did not seem to do any harm to the poor man.
He did not drive him away or use abusive language
towards him. The rich man was, in fact, quite
“charitable”. The poor man was welcome to any of the
(surplus) food that fell from the table.

Someone has said that God loves the poor, not
because they are good, but simply because they are poor,
where “poor” means deprived of what is necessary to live
afully human life.

That rich man in the parable may have worked very
hard to get his money, perhaps he was a good family man
who loved his wife and was a good father to his children.
Perhaps he went faithfully to the synagogue every
Sabbath and observed all the regulations of the Sabbath
day. He may have been seen as a very pillar of his
community. Yet...as long as that poor man lay uncared
for at his feet, the rich man was totally condemned.
Because he did not know what justice means. He did not
know what love means. He did not know what a truly
human society means. He did not know what religion
means.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

And perhaps there are thousands of us just like
him in the Catholic Church here and all over the
world.

We are living in a society where wealth is very
unevenly divided. There are many social problems
in our midst affecting both rich and poor. Every
social problem is a form of deprivation, a denial of
full human living and hence poverty in Gospel
terms. We deny a good education to some of our
children. We have a heathcare system that is
inaccessible to millions of our citizens. We deny
basic rights to immigrants (like our families) to this
land.

How aware am | of these problems? How
aware am | that | am somehow responsible for their
elimination? What, in practice, am | contributing to
the removal of these problems? Being a personally
“good Cathalic” is hardly enough.

— The Liturgy Committee

2008 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS

ARE NOW AVAILABLE!
Are you looking for a perfect gift for your family,
friends or relatives, or something for yourself?
Consider purchasing an Entertainment Book for
$30.00. The book is full of discount coupons for
many area restaurants and stores and can be used
immediately.  All proceeds benefit the Youth
Ministry fund. Books may be picked up at the
Parish Office during normal business hours. If you
would like more information, please call the Y outh
Ministry Office at 895-8692.

Please note that for your convenience
the regular Parish Office hours are as
follows:

M-F  830am.—-12: 30 p.m.
1:30 p.m. —3:30 p.m.

The office is closed for lunch each day from
12:30—-1:30 p.m.
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St. Christopher School’s First Online Auction —
Bids for Technology — Opens October 1%

St. Christopher School is proud to announce its first
online auction, Bids for Technology. October has been
designated as Technology Month at St. Christopher School,
and to celebrate this event, the school is hosting an online
auction through CMarket.com that will run from Oct. 1-30.
CMarket.com is a secure website that works with nonprofit
organizations. The proceeds from the auction will go to the
St. Christopher School Technology Fund and will be used to
support the school’ s ongoing technology needs.

If you’ ve ever been on eBay, you know how much fun an
online auction can be. You can even get a sneak peek at
what's being offered by visiting the website early at
www.sai ntchrisauction.cmarket.com. Heres just a
sampling...

Passes to Walt Disney World

Portable DVD Player

Carbone® Restaurant gift certificate

Lux, Bond and Green gift certificate

Tennis party at the Glastonbury Tennis Club

Items will be added along the way. So, check back often!
You don't want to miss something good! Remember:
Bidding starts Monday, October 1. All you need is internet
access and you can be part of this fun event. It's a great way
to pick up everyday items, get an early start on your
Christmas shopping, and support technology at St
Christopher School. Also, if you would like to donate an
item or service for the auction or list your business on the
website, please call Carol Jablonski at 568-4126.

HOPES
Help Our Parish Elementary Schools
Thank you! The Office of Catholic Schools for the
Archdiocese of Hartford extends sincere gratitude to all who
contributed to the HOPES Collection last weekend. The
collection totaled $1,880.

. Every year the Archdiocesan School Office sponsors a
dinner honoring volunteers from the elementary schools of
the Archdiocese.  This year the honorees from St
Christopher School — Lisa Evans and Cynnamon Hebert —
were given their award by Archbishop Mansell at the HOPES
Dinner last Sunday at the Aqua Turf Club in Southington.
We congratulate Lisa and Cynnamon and thank them for
their outstanding service to our school.

HOMEFRONT
RESURRECTION?

As many of you know,
St. Christopher’s participated in
HomeFront for severa years in
the recent past. We would like to resurrect our
involvement in this wonderful program, but we
first need to assemble our leadership team. The
leadership team is comprised of a House
Captain, an Assistant House Captain and a
Volunteer Coordinator.

In the past, | have served as the Volunteer
Coordinator and would be willing to continue in
that role. The House Captain should be
someone with construction experience to
oversee the project, compile a list of materials
needed and assist with allocation of crew
volunteers to the various projects.  The
Assistant House Captain should be someone
who is“handy” to assist the House Captain.

If any of the members of our faith
community would be willing to serve in either
of these capacities, please contact me at
568-5001.

Thank you!

Phil Gossealin

Our food bank shelves are in desperate need of
the following items:

Canned Tuna

Spaghetti Sauce

Soup

Canned Vegetables (all varieties)

Donations may be left in the baskets near the
baptismal font. Thank you for your support.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

St. Christopher Church
Stewardship — Ministry Fair
November 10 and 11




