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Twenty-third 
Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
 

September  9, 2007 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  September 8 - 16, 2007 
 

 
 
\ 
 

Saturday, September 8, 4:30 p.m. 
Jer ry Fargo – 3rd Anniversary 

(Family) 
 

Sunday, September 9, 8:00 a.m. 
Joseph Leonardo 

(Mom, Dad & Daughters) 
 

Sunday, September 9, 10:30 a.m. 
Antonietta Beaumont and Justin Todd Br iere 

(Greg, Marianna & Antonia Rose Beaumont & Family) 
Pauline Symkowicz 
(Husband & Family) 

 

Monday, September 10, 7:30 a.m. 
Mar ia Chir ico 

(Joseph & Antonietta Torretta) 
 

Tuesday, September 11, 7:30 a.m. 
Timothy McCar thy 

 

Wednesday, September 12, 7:30 a.m. 
Paul E. Franklin 

(Wife Claire) 
 

Thursday, September 13, 7:30 a.m. 
Mary &  Adr ien Brault 

(Jean Walker) 
 

Friday, September 14, 7:30 a.m. 
Harr iet Garvey 

(Marion Sullivan) 
 

(continued in the next column) 

 
 

 
 
 
(continued from the previous column) 

 
Saturday, September 15, 4:30 p.m. 

Dinis Leonardo 
(Wife & Family) 

 
Sunday, September 16, 8:00 a.m. 

Sandra Leonard DeVivo – 1st Anniversary 
(Family) 

 
Sunday, September 16, 10:30 a.m. 

Mark Tardiff 
(Family) 

 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

 Actual Revenue (September 2): $ 7,097 
 

 Required Revenue (September 2): $ 8,913 
 

 Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 271,257 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 303,042 
 

My personal thanks for your generous support 
which is so essential for our parish! 
 
  with Gratitude, 
 

  Fr. Curran 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
 

 "None of you can be my disciple if you do not 
renounce all your possessions." (Luke 14:33) 
 
 Our possessions are actually God's.  The 
renunciation is realizing we are only managers of 
what we have and not owners. 
 
 

 

Please pray for: 
 

Emily M. LaMontagne 
(sister of Rose Yergeau) 

"If any one comes to me without hating his father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
Whoever does not carry his own cross and come 
after me cannot be my disciple." - Luke 14:26-27 
 



TELEPHONE:  (860) 568-5240       FAX:  (860) 568-0673 PAGE 2 
 

 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 

Come one…come all!!! 
 

The Adult Social Club will meet this Monday, 
September 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  It 
will be a fun afternoon with “Mr. M’s Magic!!”  
“Mr. M.”  will perform some 
fantastic acts for everyone to enjoy.  
Refreshments will be served.  If you 
have any questions, please call 
Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 
 

Members…Please Note: 
 
�  Donations will be accepted for the Town’s Food 
Bank.  Those who wish to may bring a non-
perishable food item to the meeting.  Suggested 
donations can be found below. 
 
�  In an effort to ease the congestion in the parking 
lot at the time that school parents are picking up 
their children, Social Club members, who do not 
require use of the handicap spaces, are asked to 
please park in the area at the back of the church.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 
 

 
 

Our food bank shelves are in desperate need of the 
following items: 
 

 Pasta 
 Spaghetti Sauce 
 Canned Vegetables (all varieties) 
 

Donations may be left in the baskets near the 
baptismal font.  Thank you for your support. 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW  
 During the month of July, your food donations 
to the St. Christopher/South Congregational 
Church Food Bank helped to provide meals to 27 
needy East Hartford residents, comprised of 13 
adults and 14 children. 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center  

October  5 – 7, 2007 
 We know that people today feel frazzled, that you 
have too much to do, and that your stress level often 
seems unmanageable.  Let us take care of you for a 
weekend.  Meditate by the stations of the cross, curl up in 
our library and listening room, catch the deer grazing on 
our back lawn.  When you leave after Sunday brunch 
you'll feel renewed and energized.  The retreat begins with 
a buffet dinner at 6:00 p.m. on Friday.  Offering is $200 - 
$225 (more if you can, less if you can’ t).  Call the retreat 
center in West Hartford at 860-521-0440 to register or 
visit them on online at www.holyfamilyretreat.org. 

 
 

THE ABC’S OF ANNULMENTS 
“The ABC’S of Annulments” , an informational program 
designed to answer questions about the process of 
Annulments, will be held on Friday September 28 from 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in Saint Joan of Arc Church, 450 West 
Todd Street in Hamden.  Brother Larry Lussier, CSC, 
Pastoral Associate at St. Gabriel Church, Milford, will be 
the presenter.  There will be a question and answer period 
following the presentation. The event is open to all 
seeking an annulment in the Catholic Church.  Attending 
this session is required to attend the six follow up 
Annulment Writing Sessions. For further information, 
please call Brother at (203) 937-7040 or Deacon Eyles at 
(203) 467-3538, or Deacon Macaluso at (203) 488-0195 
or Deacon Yatcko at (203) 248-6958. 
 
 
 

CHOIR REHEARSALS 
 

Adult Choir:  Thursdays ~ 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 

Children’s Choir:  Wednesdays ~ 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
 

Members may join at any time!  For more information, 
please call Carol Waterman at 521-7411. 

 
 

CUB SCOUT REGISTRATION 
 Cub Scout Pack 161 will be holding a registration for 
the coming year on Wednesday, Sept. 12, at St. 
Christopher School and on Tuesday, Sept. 18 at 
St. Christopher Church.  Registration will be from 6:30 - 
7:30 p.m. each evening.  Boys in grades 1 – 4 are 
welcome to join.  Cub Scouts is a fun, family oriented 
activity that lasts throughout the year.  Your son will 
make friends and memories that will last a lifetime!  For 
more information please contact Tracy Martinez at 
568-0464. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Luke 14:25-33 

 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus says words that were 

quite shocking to his hearers and sound pretty 
harsh to us too: “ If anyone comes to me without 
hating father, mother, wife, children, brothers, 
sisters, yes, and his own life, that person cannot 
be my follower/disciple.”   Surely we have an 
incomprehensible contradiction here.  Jesus, who 
tells us to love our enemies, now tells us to hate 
our nearest and dearest! 

 
Of all the gospels, Luke’s presents the 

following of Jesus in the most radical terms.  In 
following Jesus, we have to go with him the 
whole way.  We have to accept totally his way of 
seeing life and then putting that into practice in 
the way we live.  There cannot be, as is the case 
with practically all of us, a kind of wishy-washy 
compromise, trying to have our cake and eat it. 

 
Unfortunately, the majority of us follow a 

lifestyle largely dictated by the surrounding 
culture and our goals are the goals of that culture 
and, somewhere on the side, we try to fit in some 
aspects of Christian living.  In most of our 
modern, urban societies that lifestyle is for the 
most part competitive, consumerist and 
materialistic.  We would not want our Christianity 
to get in the way of that.  But it is precisely to 
people like us that Jesus is speaking. 

 
It is quite obvious from the overall context of 

Luke’s gospel that Jesus could not mean us 
literally to hate our parents, brothers and sisters.  
Nor does Jesus literally mean us to hate our own 
lives.  On the contrary we are called to have love 
and compassion for every single person, 
irrespective of who they are or what their 
relationship may be to us.  True love casts out 
fear.  What Jesus is saying today is putting in 
another way what we have already seen in 
discussing other passages, such as, the story of the 
Good Samaritan and the Lord’s Prayer.  Namely, 
those who are truly disciples of Jesus recognize 
 

 

(continued in the next column) 
 

 
 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
 
that, as children of one God, we all belong to one 
family, that we are all brothers and sisters to each 
other. 

 
The only status that counts is one’s 

relationship with God and how one relates with 
other people, irrespective of their classification by 
race, religion, profession or class.  Our real status 
is measured not by our rank or occupation but by 
the level of love and service offered to God 
through our relationships with those around us.  
What counts is not how we are looked on by 
others but the degree of care and compassion with 
which we look at them.  This calls for a strong 
inner security, which is independent of arbitrarily 
conferred status or position, so that one can say 
easily to another, “Why don’ t you go to the top 
table and sit with the host?”  

 
If we find, for instance, the wants of family 

members are being put before the genuine needs 
of others, then we are acting unjustly towards 
members of our wider family.  In not recognizing 
those other brothers and sisters, we fail in being 
disciples of Jesus.  “As often as you refused it to 
the least of my brothers and sisters, you refused it 
to ME.”   That immigrant, that homeless person is 
my brother or sister.  That Muslim woman in the 
market, that streetwalker is my sister.  I owe them 
my love and care.  I may, in fact, in certain 
circumstances owe them more love in action that 
my own family needs.  “My family – right or 
wrong” , “My country – right or wrong”  can never 
be the slogan of the disciple of Christ. 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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NEWS 
FROM THE 
OFFICE OF 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
 
 

Classes will begin next Sunday, September 16 from 
9:15 – 10:15 a.m. for students in grades K – 8.  All 
students are required to pre-register  using the form 
that was mailed out.  If you did not receive the form or 
you need a new form, please call Maria Sousa, 
Coordinator of Religious Education, at 895-8692. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
There will be a Confirmation meeting on Wednesday, 
Sept. 12 from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the church hall for 
teens who will be starting the program this fall and for 
those who are returning.  The format of the Confirmation 
program has changed to better meet the needs of students 
and teachers.  Both parents and teens are encouraged 
to attend this meeting.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact us at 895-8692. 
 

– The Youth Ministry Team 
 

(Sandra Bonfiglio, Martha Gaudreau & Kevin Hadyka) 

 
 

RCIA 
 

Want to Become a Catholic? 
 

Want to Receive 
Communion and Be Confirmed? 

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is for 
non-Catholic adults (baptized or unbaptized) who wish to 
become confirmed Catholics.  It is also for those who 
were baptized in the Catholic Church who didn’ t continue 
on to First Communion or Confirmation.  Classes will 
begin this month.  We will meet until just after Easter.  If 
RCIA is for you or for someone you know, please contact 
Deacon Bill at 633-8997. 

 
 

LITURGICAL REMINDER 
 Prior to Mass please be respectful of Christ’s 
presence in the tabernacle and of fellow parishioners who 
have come early to pray.  Greetings and talking can be 
done in a low voice that is respectful to all.  Thank you! 
 

 

PRAYER SHAWL 
MINISTRY 

 

Fall is in the air  –  
a per fect time to knit! 

 
The first meeting will be Tuesday, September 11, 
2007 from 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.  Please join us in the 
Parish Center (we’ve moved to a room on the first 
floor, just inside the glass doors).  If you have any 
questions or would like more information about the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry, please call Gail Barrett at 
568-2376. 

 
 

 
 

BOTTLE &  CAN DRIVE 
 St. Christopher School will be holding their first 
bottle and can drive of the school year on 
Saturday, September  22.  You may bring your 
redeemables to the front of the school from 9:00 
a.m. – 12:00 noon.  Note:  Please insure that the 
cans and bottles have been rinsed out before 
dropping them off.  Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

QUIZNOS NIGHT 
 On Friday, September 28 from 
5:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Quiznos at 1088 
Main Street in East Hartford, the sixth grade class 
will be hosting a fundraiser.  Eat in or take out, and 
a portion of the proceeds will benefits the students 
of St. Christopher School.  Please join us! 
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER 
STUDENTS RECYCLE! 

 Students of Saint Christopher School have been 
earning money by participating in the Funding 
Factory Recycling Program. We collect empty laser 
and inkjet cartridges and used cell phones from the 
community and send them to the Funding Factory 
in exchange for cash.  All proceeds are used to 
support our technology program.  Please help us by 
donating your used cartridges and cell phones.  A 
blue collection bin has been placed in the church 
wing for your convenience.  Thank you for your 
assistance!  If you have any questions please 
contact Sharon Walker at 461-2050. 


