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Twenty-second
Sunday in
Ordinary Time

September 2, 2007

"Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor,
the crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will
you be because of their inability to repay you. For
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous." - Luke 14:13-14

\

Saturday, September 1, 4:30 p.m.
Ann Maselek
(“ The Gang”)

Sunday, September 2, 10:30 a.m.
Fr. William McGrath
(Dave & Chickie Amberg)

Monday, Labor Day, 9:00 a.m.
For All Who Labor and Work

Wednesday, September 5, 7:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff
(Family)

Saturday, September 8, 1:30 p.m.
Sacrament of Marriage
Amanda Zocco & Mark Cuneo

Saturday, September 8, 4:30 p.m.
Jerry Fargo — 3" Anniversary
(Family)

Sunday, September 9, 10:30 a.m.
Joseph Leonardo
(Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, September 9, 10:30 a.m.
Antonietta Beaumont and Justin Todd Briere
(Greg, Marianna &

Antonia Rose Beaumont and Family)

Please pray for:

Christopher Dolloph
(brother-in-law of Bonnie Szalay)

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (August 26):  $6,252
Required Revenue (August 26): $8,913

Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 264,160
Required Revenue (YTD): $294,129

Many thanks for your generous support of our
parish! Together, we make St. Christopher’s the
vibrant and welcoming faith community Christ calls
usto be.

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"Whenever you give a lunch or dinner, do not invite
your friends or brothers or relatives or wealthy
neighbors....... No, when you have a reception, invite
beggars and the crippled, the lame and the blind. You
should be pleased that they cannot repay you, for you
will be repaid in the resurrection of the just.”

(Luke 14:1314)

Our gifts are not given to be bargaining chips in
which we expect repayment (e.g. tax breaks, return
invitations, or recognition). Preoccupation with
repayment is not stewardship, but a search for reward.

We welcome into our Christian community through the
holy of waters of baptism:

Sonja Anna Mumford
daughter of Thomas and Anna Mumford

Megan Elizabeth Rothwell
daughter of Glenn Rothwell and Pauline Chamberland
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LABOR DAY MASS
There will be a parish Mass celebrated on
Labor Day, September 3 at 9:00 am. (There will be no
7:30 am. Mass on that day.)

In observance of Labor Day, the parish office will
be closed on Monday, September 3. It will reopen on
Tuesday, September 4 at 8:30 am.

PRAYER FOR LABOR DAY
On this weekend, when we rest from our
usual labors, loving Father, we pray for all who
shoulder the tasks of human labor — in the
marketplace, in factories and offices, in the
professions, and in family living.

We thank you, Lord, for the gift and
opportunity of work; may our efforts always be
pure of heart, for the good of others and the
glory of your name. We lift up to you al who
long for just employment and those who work to
defend the rights and needs of workers
everywhere. May those of us who are now
retired always remember that we still make a
valuable contribution to our Church and our
world by our prayers and deeds of charity.

May our working and our resting all give
praise to you until the day we share together in
eternal rest with all our departed in your
Kingdom as you live and reign Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

RCIA

Want to Become a Catholic?

Want to Receive
Communion and Be Confirmed?

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is for
non-Catholic adults (baptized or unbaptized) who wish
to become confirmed Catholics. It isalso for those who
were baptized in the Catholic Church who didn't
continue on to First Communion or Confirmation.
Classes will begin in September. We will meet until
just after Easter. If RCIA isfor you or for someone you
know, please contact Deacon Bill at 633-8997.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
Comeone...comeall!!!

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday,
September 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. 1t will
be a fun afternoon with “Mr. M’s Magic!!”
“Mr. M.” will perform some

fantastic acts for everyone to enjoy.

Refreshments will be served. If you

have any questions, please cal

Rose Y ergeau at 568-4029.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

In today’s gospel “the people were observing
Jesus carefully.” Children are carefully observing
us. We are always teaching by what we say and do.
The last lesson we teach is how to grow old and
return home to the Lord with dignity, grace and
faith.

NEWS
FROM THE
OFFICE
OF
RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

An orientation for all Religious Education
teachers and aides will be held on Sunday,
September 9 in the Church Hall following the
10:30 am. Mass.

Classes will begin on Sunday, September 16
from 9:15 — 10:15 am. for students in grades
K — 8. All students are required to pre
register using the form that was mailed out.
If you did not receive the form or you need a
new form, please call Maria Sousa, Coordinator
of Religious Education, at 895-8692.

(1) Amanda Zocco and Marc Cuneo
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke14:1, 7-14

All of us like to be popular. We want to be
important, to be the hero of the football game, the
Homecoming Queen, the captain of the team, or the
leader of the parade. Some of us dream of being rock
stars, getting into movies, running for political office,
or whatever. We all want our fifteen minutes of
fame; we all want applause, we all want esteem,
admiration, and notoriety.

Today’ s Gospel reading is about the game playing
we'll do in order to climb the socia ladder. The
setting is a dinner party and the guests, instead of
thinking about the wonderful food that’s going to be
put before them, are thinking about who will sit at the
right hand of the host. Then, as now, sitting close to
the host is a sign of one's importance and one's
prestige.  Sitting at the foot of the table was
humiliating; an indication of one's being the least
important.

Jesus observed their efforts at self-promotion and
used the occasion to give one of His better-known
teachings, this one on how to be truly important.

The worst thing about self-promotion is that it
never works. We've seen that in ourselves, and
we've seen it in others. We easily recognize the
techniques that are employed.

Oneisfault finding. If we cannot build ourselves
up, we tear others down. The trouble is that everyone
sees through that ploy. Who can ever possibly climb
higher on a ladder by pushing others down a rung or
two? How does tearing others down ever build our
selves up?

Another is name-dropping. This ploy has us
telling others about the events and episodes in which
we are on friendly terms with the rich, the famous and
the important.

But why would that make us important?
Importance is not transferable. It isonly acquired the
old-fashioned way... by earning it.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)
And then there' s boasting.

Jesus was so very right - the person who exalts
himself would sooner or later, be humiliated... and
the humiliation will be self-inflicted. Self-promotion
simply never works - ever.

But so far we've only been talking here about
looking important. Jesus, on the other hand, is
talking about being important.

There are lots of ways of being important. Oneis
to study hard, develop skills, and become
exceptionally competent in one's chosen field of
endeavor. Another is by being helpful, by being
useful in genuinely serving others at minimal cost to
them. When you do that you will find yourself to be
quite an important person in their lives. Another way
is to become important in God's eyes, not in the eyes
of those around you. You can do this by helping
those whom society deems to be worthless, by
becoming one of God’s agentsin our world.

How many of us have ever thought of sharing our
school lunch with someone everyone thinks is a nerd?
What is our attitude about people who are
“different”? Do we stand with them? What makes us
stand out in the crowd as a genuine Christian? Or do
we prefer to melt into the crowd and not be known as
a Christian?

What would Jesus do? If we want to be
important, ask that question frequently throughout our
days and then answer it as best we can. How we
answer it may not give us fame, prestige and great
importance in the eyes of those around us. But
remember, Jesus' opinion is the only vote that counts.
“He who humbles himself shall be exalted.” Doing
what He would do is the most important thing we can
ever do. And doing what He would do aways makes
us be very important persons.

For the complete reflection, see:

http://frcharlesirvin.catholicweb.com/index.cfm/
Newsltem? D=209156

— The Liturgy Committee
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ST.CHRISTOPHER'S
CHILDREN CHOIR

For Children Grades 2-8!
New Rehearsal Time

If youre a student interested in

becoming a member of St. Christopher’s

Children’s Choir, please join us on

Wednesday afternoons from 4:30 — 5:30 p.m. The first
rehearsal is Wednesday, September 5 in the church. For
more information, please call Carol Waterman at 521-7411.

New Members
are Needed and Welcome!
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Adult
Choair, please join us for rehearsals on Thursday evenings
from 7:00 — 830 p.m. The first rehearsal is Thursday,
September 6 in the church. The adult choir welcomes all
adults and high school students. For more information,
please call Carol Waterman at 521-7411.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

A special Wedding Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
on Sunday, September 23 at 3:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of St.
Joseph in Hartford. All couples celebrating their 25", 50",
60" and other specia wedding anniversary this year are
invited. Archbishop Mansell will be the main celebrant, and
he sees this annual event as one specific way to positively
support sacramental marriage.

A simple reception will follow, and each anniversary
couple will have an opportunity to have a photo taken with
Archbishop Mansell. Family members and friends are
encouraged to attend. Please call therectory at 568-5240 to
respond to thisinvitation and to register.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Fall isin theair —a perfect timeto knit!

The first meeting will be Tuesday,

September 11, 2007 from 2:00 — 3:30 p.m.

Please join us in the Parish Center (we've moved to a room
on the first floor, just inside the glass doors). If you have any
questions or would like more information about the Prayer
Shawl Ministry, please call Gail Barrett at 568-2376.

CUB SCOUT REGISTRATION
Cub Scout Pack 161 will be holding a
registration for the coming year on
Wednesday, Sept. 12, at St. Christopher
School and on Tuesday, Sept. 18 at
St. Christopher Church. Registration will be
from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. each evening. Boysin
grades 1 — 4 are welcome to join. Cub
Scouts is a fun, family oriented activity that
lasts throughout the year. Your son will
make friends and memories that will last a
lifetime!  For more information please
contact Tracy Martinez at 568-0464.

CONFIRMATION CLASS

A meeting will be held this coming
Thursday, Sept. 6 from 7:00 — 8:00 p.m. in
the church hall for all teens being confirmed
thisfall. The confirmation candidates will be
measured for robes and be given important
infformation  about the  confirmation
ceremony being held on Sunday, October 28
a 1:.00 pm. a St. Christopher's. In
addition, the following items are due by this
meeting: Saint’s name and essay, Sponsor’s
name, service evaluation forms and a $10.00
robe fee. If you have any questions, please
contact the youth ministry office at
895-8692.

There will be a Confirmation meeting on
Wednesday, Sept. 12 from 7:00 — 8:00 p.m.
in the church hall for teens who will be
starting the program this fall and for those
who are returning. The format of the
Confirmation program has changed to better
meet the needs of students and teachers.
Both parents and teens are encour aged to
attend this meeting. If you have any
guestions, please fed free to contact us at
895-8692.

—The Y outh Ministry Team
(Sandra Bonfiglio, Martha Gaudreau & Kevin Hadyka



