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August 26, 2007

New Beginnings

Many of our children and young people will be
returning to school this week. It is a time for new

beginnings, a fresh start, atime of hope.

As Christians and followers of Jesus, we can face
future challenges and endeavors with confidence and
hope. Inthelife, death and resurrection of the Lord, God
shows us his constant love. It is his love that is the
source of our hope, the foundation for all our new
beginnings.

| am thankful for you and your faith,

Fr. Curran

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara
Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Roch Girard — 568-5879

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH SECRETARY
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Alice Gosselin — 568-5001

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS
Cynnamon Hebert — 568-7501
Lynne Cote — 461-2683

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau — 895-8692

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM

Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the preceding
Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

BAPTISMS
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in
advance at 568-5240

MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST
(From Bridge Counseling Center)
Colleen Murphy — 568-0115

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE
Sue Sadolfo — 568-4373

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396
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"People will come from the east and the west and
from the north and the south and will recline at table
in the kingdom of God. For behold, some are last
who will be first, and some are first who will be
last." - Luke 13:29-30

Saturday, August 25, 4:30 p.m.
Dale Corbin
(Ken & Joan Johnson)

Sunday, August 26, 8:00 a.m.
Paul S. Zocco
(Clorinda Zocco & Family)

Sunday, August 26, 10:30 a.m.
John Barrett
(Members of . Christopher’s
Prayer Shawl Ministry)

Monday, August 27, 7:30 a.m.
Mary R. Verotsky — In Memory of Her Birthday
and Charles G. Verotsky
(Carolyn & Joe Kronen)

Tuesday, August 28, 7:30 a.m.
Paul E. Franklin
(Wife Claire)

Wednesday, August 29, 7:30 a.m.
George and Stephen Cutler
(Sister)

Saturday, September 1, 4:30 p.m.
Ann Maselek
(“ The Gang”)

Sunday, September 2, 10:30 a.m.
Fr. William McGrath
(Dave & Chickie Amberg)

Please pray for:

Jose Figueiredo
John Jeski
Donald E. McCue

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (August 19):  $6,615
Required Revenue (August 19): $8,913

Actual Revenue (YTD):
Required Revenue (YTD):

$ 257,908
$294,129

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary: $ 1,442

Many thanks for your generous support of our
parish! Together, we make St. Christopher’s the
vibrant and welcoming faith community Christ calls
usto be.

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
"Some who are last will be first and some who are

first will belast." (Luke 13:30)

There is no guarantee that we® get credit for our

hard work. A steward's job is to sow the seeds, not
worry about who harvests the crop.

This weekend Richard and Hazel Brimley
and Vincent and Shirley Mondo are each
celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
We join with their family and friends in
offering our sincere congratulations, along
with our prayers for God’'s blessing on them
and their loved ones.
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RCIA

Want to Become a Catholic?

Want to Receive
Communion and Be Confirmed?

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is for
non-Catholic adults (baptized or unbaptized) who wish
to become confirmed Catholics. It isalso for those who
were baptized in the Catholic Church who didn't
continue on to First Communion or Confirmation.
Classes will begin in September. We will meet until
just after Easter. If RCIA isfor you or for someone you
know, please contact Deacon Bill at 633-8997.

We welcome into our Christian community through the
holy of waters of baptism:

DonnAnn Marie Carey-Lang
daughter of Aaron and Johanna Carey-Lang

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar
The “narrow gate” Jesus “opens for us’ does not
lead to the accumulation of stuff, but it does lead to
happiness. Family must be the school where we learn
to ignore the lures of a materialistic world and to follow
Jesus through “the narrow gate.”

LABOR DAY MASS
There will be a parish Mass celebrated on
Labor Day, September 3 at 9:00 am. (There will be no
7:30 am. Mass on that day.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

.. . . . s,/
Fall isintheair —a perfect timeto knit! ‘&‘C}/}‘ﬁfé
The first mesting will be Tuesday, € &0
September 11, 2007 from 2:00 — 3:30 p.m. -
Please join us in the Parish Center (we' ve moved to a
room on the first floor, just inside the glass doors).
If you have any questions or would like more
information about the Prayer Shawl Ministry, please
call Gail Barrett at 568-2376.

New Members

are Needed and Welcome!
If you are interested in becoming a member of the
Adult Choir, please join us for rehearsals on Thursday
evenings from 7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Thefirst rehearsa is
Thursday, September 6 in the church. The adult choir
welcomes all adults and high school students. For
more information, please call Carol Waterman at
521-7411.

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S
CHILDREN CHOIR

For Children Grades 2-8!

If you're a student interested in
becoming a member of
St. Christopher’s Children’s Choair,
please join us on Wednesday
afternoons from 3:30 — 4:30 p.m. The first rehearsal
is Wednesday, September 5 in the church. For more
information, please call Carol Waterman at 521-7411.

LITURGICAL REMINDER
Prior to Mass please be respectful of Christ’s
presence in the tabernacle and of fellow parishioners
who have come early to pray. Greetings and talking
can be done in a low voice that is respectful to all.
Thank you!

(I1) Amanda Zocco and Marc Cuneo

MARRIED COUPLES...

Getting ready for school means lots of time spent on
your children. After school begins, why not give
yourselves some time together? Make a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. Upcoming weekends
will be September 21-23 and November 9-11, 2007.
For more information about Worldwide Marriage
Encounter or to register for an upcoming weekend,
please call John & Bev Maey at (203) 364-0836 or
visit www.wwme.org.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 13:22-30

Christians have believed for a long time that
they and they alone will be, as they put it, “saved”.
“Outside the Church there is no salvation” was a
rallying cry for centuries and, if we are not
mistaken, still is for some. Yet it was well before
the Second Vatican Council that Jesuit Fr Leonard
Feeney was condemned by the Holy See for
denying salvation to non-Christians.

Perhaps this was what Jesus questioner had in
mind when — in today’ s Gospel passage — he asked,
“Will there be only a few saved?” As often
happens, Jesus does not answer his enquirer’'s
guestion directly. If he does not actually counter
with another question, he will speak in parables or
images. In any case, his meaning will be quite clear
to an open mind. Jesus speaks today about coming
in through a narrow door and about a householder
who refuses to open the door after he has locked up
for the night. The fact that those knocking claim to
be companions known to him does not make him
change his mind. “You are late and | do not
recognize you any longer.” Terrible words!

So, in answer to the person’s question, Jesus
does not confirm or deny that only a few will be
saved. What he does say is that salvation is not
guaranteed for anyone. “We are your people’ will
not be good enough. What Jesus is saying is that no
one, no matter who they are, has an absolute
guarantee of being saved, of being accepted by God.
No one is saved by claming identity with a
particular group or by carrying a particular name tag
or waving a certificate signed by a parish priest.

Our whole lifestyle, individualy and in
community, as Christians is itself to be a
proclamation to al those who hunger for a life of
truth, of love, of justice and greater sharing, alife of
compassion and mutual support, an end to
loneliness and marginalization, exploitation and
manipulation... Is that a picture of the Christian
community we belong to?

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

To be “saved” means to live and to die in a
close loving relationship with God and with others.
It is actively to share the vision of life that Jesus
offered to us. It is both simple and difficult to do.
“By thiswill all know you are my disciples that you
love each other.” By loving each other in the name
and the spirit of Jesus is realy al that is necessary
to be “saved”.

The path to life is through a “narrow door”. In
terms of the Gospel, the doorway to life can be
summed up in the word “love’. To guide al one's
action only by love is a choice that many are unable
to make. Many find it extremely difficult and many
simply reject it. They prefer to go by the broader
way (which they even call “more human”, “more
natura”) of hatred, resentment, jealousy,

competitiveness and revenge.

So what Jesus is saying today is that many who
regard themselves as “Catholics’ may find the door
closed in their face. They will hear those terrible
words, “I do not know you”. How can Jesus not
recognize someone who was baptized as Catholic
and who went regularly to Sunday Mass? Because
these people in their turn did not recognize Jesus
himself in all those people they may have hated,
resented, used, exploited, manipulated, rejected,
trampled on. “As often as you failed to do it to the
least of my brothers, you neglected to do it to me.”

— The Liturgy Committee

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
Comeone...comeall!!!

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday,
September 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. It will
be a fun afternoon with “Mr. M’s Magic!!”
“Mr. M.” will perform some

fantastic acts for everyone to enjoy.

Refreshments will be served. If you

have any questions, please call

Rose Y ergeau at 568-4029.
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NEWS
FROM THE
OFFICE
OF
RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

An orientation for all Religious Education teachers
and aides will be held on Sunday, September 9 in
the Church Hall following the 10:30 am. Mass.

Classes will begin on Sunday, September 16 from
9:15 — 10:15 am. for students in grades K — 8.
All students are required to pre-register using the
form that was mailed out. If you did not receive the
foom or you need a new form, please call
Maria Sousa, Coordinator of Religious Education,
at 895-8692.

A meeting will be held on

Thursday, September 6 from

7:00 — 8:00 p.m. in the church

hall for al teens being

confirmed this fal. The

confirmation candidates will be

measured for robes and given important information
about the confirmation ceremony being held on
Sunday, October 28 at 1:00 p.m. at St. Christopher’s.
In addition, the following items are due by this
meeting: Saint’s name and essay, Sponsor’'s name,
service evaluation forms and a $10.00 robe fee. |If
you have any questions, please contact the youth
ministry office at 895-8692.

There will be a Confirmation meeting on Wednesday,
September 12 from 7:00 — 8:00 p.m. in the church
hall for teens who will be starting the program this
fall and for those who are returning. The format of
the Confirmation program has changed to better meet
the needs of students and teachers. Both parents and
teens are encouraged to attend this meeting. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact us at
895-8692.

— The Youth Ministry Team
(SandraBonfiglio, Martha Gaudreau & Kevin Hadyka)

WELCOME BACK!

A new school year begins at St. Christopher
School on August 30. This is an exciting time for
students, parents, teachers and staff. As principal, |
look forward to another exciting and fun year full of
growth, opportunity and blessings for all involved. |
also look back with appreciation to al the
parishioners of St. Christopher Church for their
ongoing support of our school. Here are my prayers
for al in the new school year:

To the students, | pray you study hard, respect
your teachers and fellow students, and learn how you
can better serve our Lord.

To our parents, | pray that you continue to support
your children’s quest for knowledge and help them
understand God’ s role for them.

To our teachers and staff, | pray for us to have the
wisdom and patience to follow in our tradition as
“Christ Bearers’ to the children of our school.

Hope you all had a great summer!

Mrs. Kathleen Madgj, Principal
St. Christopher School

21% ANNUAL SENIOR PICNIC

Tuesday ~ September 18, 2007
Join your friends at the East Hartford Senior
Picnic, sponsored by the Commission on Aging and
Mayor Melody A. Currey, on Tuesday, September 18
at the Elks Pavilion, 148 Roberts Street from 12:00 —
3:00 p.m. Doors will open at 10:30 am. and lunch
will be served at 12:15 p.m. This year’s menu
includes BBQ chicken, tossed salad, potato salad,
baked beans and dessert. Dale Griffith of “Into the
Groove” will provide musical entertainment. Door
prizes will be awarded during the event. Tickets are
$5.00 each and will be sold at the following locations

only. (Ticketswill not be sold at the door.)

South End Senior Center
9/5 and 9/6 — 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon

North End Senior Center
9/4 and 9/6 — 11:00 am. — 1:00 p.m.




