
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER CHURCH 
538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT  06118 

 

Tel:  (860) 568-5240    Fax:  (860) 568-0673 
 

E-mail:  stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website:  www.stchris-eh.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

August 19, 2007 
 

A Day of Rest 
 
 

“…‘On the seventh day God rested from all the work that He 

had done.’   Why did God rest on the seventh day?  Was God 

tired?  Of course not.  God did not need to rest, but he 

foresaw our “need”  for rest.  In foreseeing our need for rest, 

God established the seventh day as a holy day to be set aside 

for rest and renewal.”  

 

…“By instituting the seventh day as a day of rest and 

renewal, by setting this time aside, God provided us with 

another instrument to restore and maintain rhythm in our 

lives – the rhythm of life that gives birth to peace, harmony, 

effective living, and optimum health and well-being.”  

 
– Matthew Kelly 

The Rhythm of Life 
 

 
PRIEST 

Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Roch Girard – 568-5879 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Alice Gosselin – 568-5001 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS 
Cynnamon Hebert – 568-7501 
Lynne Cote – 461-2683 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau – 895-8692 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 
 
MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the preceding 
Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
BAPTISMS 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in 
advance at 568-5240 
 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 
(From Bridge Counseling Center) 
Colleen Murphy – 568-0115 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 
Sue Sadolfo – 568-4373 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
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Twentieth Sunday 
Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
 

August 19, 2007 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

      August 18 - 26, 2007 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, August 18, 4:30 p.m. 
Salvatore Carrabino – 13th Anniversary 

(Wife) 
 

Sunday, August 19, 8:00 a.m. 
James Conti 

(Family) 
 

Sunday, August 19, 10:30 a.m. 
Albert & Antonietta Pettinato 

In Memory of their 48th Wedding Anniversary 
(Greg, Marianna and 

Antonio Rose Beaumont & Family) 
 

Monday, August 20, 7:30 a.m. 
Gerard J. Lafleur – In Memory of His 87th Birthday 

and Margaret H.L. Lafleur 
(Daughter Gloria Jean) 

 

Tuesday, August 21, 7:30 a.m. 
Anna Kopec 

 

Wednesday, August 22, 7:30 a.m. 
Ethel B. Hart – 4th Anniversary and Harold L. Hart 

(Carolyn & Joe Kronen) 
 

Thursday, August 23, 7:30 a.m. 
Susan Viglione 
(Jean Walker) 

 

Fr iday, August 24, 7:30 a.m. 
Manuel Machado 

(Wife, Daughter & Son-in-Law) 
 
 

(continued in the next column) 
 

 
 

(continued) 
 

 

Saturday, August 25, 4:30 p.m. 
Dale Corbin (Ken & Joan Johnson) 

 

Sunday, August 26, 8:00 a.m. 
Paul S. Zocco (Clorinda Zocco & Family) 

 

Sunday, August 26, 10:30 a.m. 
John Barrett 

(Members of St. Christopher’s 
Prayer Shawl Ministry) 

 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

 Actual Revenue (August 12): $ 6,968 
 

 Required Revenue (August 12): $ 8,913 
 

 Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 251,293 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 285,216 
 

Many thanks for all you do to support our parish 
and its many ministries! 
  with Gratitude, 
 
  Fr. Curran 

 
 

THANK YOU 
 Thank you for your 
generosity in the collection 
taken last weekend for the 
Oblates of the Virgin Mary 
as part of the Mission 
Cooperative Plan of the 
Archdiocese.  The collection 
amounted to $2,466. 
 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
 

 "Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who inspires 
and perfects our faith."  (Hebrews 12:2) 
 
The key to balancing the everyday demands made on 
us with the limited amounts of time, talent, and 
treasure we possess is PRIORITY. When we accept 
Jesus© priority, we do not squander our gifts. 

"There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, 
and how great is my anguish until it is 
accomplished! Do you think that I have come to 
establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but 
rather division." - Luke 12:50-51 
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ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 

 I neglected to mention a few people in my “ thank 
you’s”  last weekend.  I’d to thank Bob Crouse who 
was nice enough to pick up the grills for us to cook.  
Without them there would not have been any burgers 
and hot dogs.  Also, Frank Tebecio who is always 
there to help with everything, even doing the dishes!  
Jack Burnat who was nice enough to relieve the cooks 
and pitch in to finish the cooking.  And Rose 
Chitwood and Kay McCarthy who each spent a 
considerable amount of time on the phone with all the 
members coordinating the food items.  Thanks to all 
for a job well done! 

– Rose Yergeau 
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 REMINDER:  There will be a meeting for all 
Board Members this Monday, August 20 at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Church Hall. 
 
 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 
 A special Wedding Anniversary Mass will be 
celebrated on Sunday, September 23 at 3:00 p.m. at 
the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford.  All couples 
celebrating their 25th, 50th, 60th and other special 
wedding anniversary this year are invited.  
Archbishop Mansell will be the main celebrant, and 
he sees this annual event as one specific way to 
positively support sacramental marriage. 
 A simple reception will follow, and each 
anniversary couple will have an opportunity to have a 
photo taken with Archbishop Mansell.  Family 
members and friends are encouraged to attend.  
Please call the rectory at 568-5240 to respond to 
this invitation and to register . 
 
 
 

MASS OF HEALING AND HOPE 
A Mass of Healing and Hope will be celebrated on 
Tuesday, August 21 at 7:30 p.m. with rosary at 6:55 
p.m. at the Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas 
Seminary in Bloomfield.  Rev. Paul Guido, O.F.M., 
from St. Francis of Assisi Friary in New Britain will 
preside.  Trained prayer teams will be available after 
Mass.  Call the Charismatic Renewal Office at (860) 
243-8234 for more information. 
 

 
SO YOU WANT TO BE A 

GODPARENT OR 
CONFIRMATION SPONSOR? 

 One of the most disappointing events that can 
occur is when you have been asked to be a 
godparent or a confirmation sponsor and you find 
out that you are not eligible because you have not 
received the sacrament of Confirmation. 
 If you are 18 years of age or older, a baptized 
Catholic who has received your First Communion 
but have not been confirmed, you can attend six 
sessions of adult education classes and celebrate the 
sacrament of Confirmation on Monday, October 29, 
2007. 
 Classes will be held at St. Thomas Seminary in 
Bloomfield on Tuesdays (9/11, 9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 
10/9 and 10/16) from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. or on 
Thursdays (9/6, 9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4 and 10/11) 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at St. Joan of Arc in Hamden. 
 There is a $15 book fee that is payable at the 
time of registration. 
 If you are interested in registering for either of 
these classes, you may call the parish office at 
568-5240, Deacon Bill at 633-8997 or visit 
www.orehartford.org/rcia-conf.htm, the website for 
the Archdiocesan Office of Religious Education. 
 
 
 

 
 

FATHER ED. McLEAN 
“ A Journey from the Head to the Heart”  

 

 Fr. Ed will bring his famous lecture series to St. 
Bridget Church, 80 Main Street in Manchester this 
fall.  On 12 consecutive Tuesday evenings 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. he will lead us on “A 
Journey from the Head to the Heart.”   Fr. Ed calls it 
a “personal conversion experience”  and many 
people throughout Connecticut will attest that it has 
been just that for them. 
 Put this series on your calendar now, beginning 
Tuesday, September 11 and ending Tuesday, 
November 27.  This is a great opportunity you 
won’ t want to miss. 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 12:49-53 
 

Of the four Gospel accounts written by Saints 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, St. Luke’s has 
been characterized by some scripture scholars as the 
most beautiful of them all.  St. Luke’s Gospel 
contains accounts of the events surrounding Jesus’  
birth, for instance.  Mary, the mother of Jesus has a 
special place in his Gospel.  Moreover, St. Luke has 
a special regard for women, for the hurting, the 
outcasts, and those who were seen to be at the 
bottom of the social heap in those days.  The tender 
and compassionate heart of Jesus is prominent in St. 
Luke’s accounts of His life. 

 
Given that context it’s startling to hear the 

words in today’s Gospel account taken from St. 
Luke.  Whatever happened to the Christmas 
message about peace on earth and good will toward 
all men and women?  How do we understand the 
words of the Prince of Peace that we just heard in 
today’s Gospel? 

 
There are those who think of Jesus as being 

accepting and tolerant in all things and toward all 
people.  The truth is that He was not.  Had He 
accepted anything and everything He would never 
have been put to death in a horrible crucifixion.  His 
teaching and His way of living enraged the religious 
and political power brokers of His day.  He lived in 
a time when ties to family were far more important 
than they are in our culture.  So how do we explain 
the words of Jesus we just heard? 

 
We need to face some issues.  Take for instance 

the assumption made by many that understanding is 
the equivalent of acceptance.  But does the fact that 
we understand someone mean that we accept 
whatever he or she thinks and does?  Hardly! 

 
When Jesus tells us that He has come to bring 

division and not peace He’s telling us that peace is 
not to be found at any price.  There is a cost to 
genuine peace.  Anything else is simply the absence 
of conflict.  The long Cold War with the Soviet 
 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 

 
 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
Communists following the Second World War was 
merely the absence of armed conflict.  We were not 
really at peace with them. 
 

Some husbands and wives live with each other 
in a sort of “cold war”  with no real peace in their 
homes.  Some families do also. 

 
The problem we have in so many areas of our 

life is the problem of causing trouble, particularly 
when we know that we should confront others.  
Being a “people pleaser”  leads to a lot of internal 
strife, stress, and eventual emotional depression.  
Conflict avoidance solves nothing. 

 
When people make fun of our Christian faith or 

of our Catholic faith in particular do we laugh and 
go along with them, or do we challenge them?  
When the group we’ re in wants to do things we 
know are wrong, do we simply go along with them?  
Certain business practices ought to bother us.  They 
need to be challenged.  Sexual promiscuity so 
prevalent in our culture has cheapened its meaning.  
Lots and lots of people are lonely and feel taken for 
granted because intimacy has lost its value.  Its 
currency has been cheapened because it has been 
devalued. 

 
When do we stand up for our convictions?  So 

many times we are told that if we stand for our 
convictions we are being “mean-spirited”  and 
hateful… or that we are divisive… or that we are 
hypocrites.  Does being a Christian, or being an 
American for that matter, mean that we should let 
anyone do whatever they want?  Expressing our 
opinion and living by our convictions can get us 
into trouble.  Let’s pray that it does. 

 
(Excerpted from the following website: 
 

 http://frcharlesirvin.catholicweb.com/index.cfm/
 NewsItem?ID=207570) 
 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

 
 

A meeting will be held on Thursday, September 6 
from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the church hall for all teens 
being confirmed this fall.  The confirmation 
candidates will be measured for robes and given 
important information about the confirmation 
ceremony being held on Sunday, October 28 at 1:00 
p.m. at St. Christopher’s.  In addition, the following 
items are due by this meeting:  Saint’s name and 
essay, sponsor’s name, service evaluation forms and 
a $10.00 robe fee.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the youth ministry office at 895-8692. 
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There will be a Confirmation meeting on 
Wednesday, September 12 from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in 
the church hall for teens who will be starting the 
program this fall and for those who are returning.  
The format of the Confirmation program has 
changed to better meet the needs of students and 
teachers.  Both parents and teens are encouraged to 
attend this meeting.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact us at 895-8692. 
 

– The Youth Ministry Team 
 

(Sandra Bonfiglio, Martha Gaudreau & Kevin Hadyka) 

 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

 The words of Jesus today, “son against father, 
daughter against her mother,”  sound like normal 
family fare.  Conflict is the price of intimacy.  
However, how we handle conflict determines if we 
live in “peace”  or “division.”  

 
 

 
 

(I) Amanda Zocco and Marc Cuneo 
 

 

PERPETUAL 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Only a dozen churches in Connecticut are blessed 
with a Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel where 
the real presence of Jesus Christ is visible for the 
faithful everyday, all year.  These holy places are 
safe, quiet and peaceful; a comforting retreat from 
the struggles of the world.  The closest chapel in our 
area is located at St. Mary’s Church, 1572 Main 
Street in East Hartford.  Contact Ken Walter (860-
906-4851) or the Catholic Communities of East 
Hartford North office (860-289-7916) for the 
security code to enter the chapel.  Come experience 
the power of the Blessed Sacrament and prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE REASONS TO 
LOVE THE MASS 

 
 

 
 
1.  Meet God in the flesh. 
 

Just because you don’ t feel the rush of the Holy 
Spirit or see a radiant light doesn’ t mean nothing is 
happening at Mass.  He is there in the flesh. 
 
2.  You’ re a baptized person needed by your  
community. 
 

“For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 
18:20).  We help worship God just by being there. 
 
3.  You get something to take home with you. 
 

The homily joins the Gospel message with the here 
and now of our lives.  Its purpose is to give us 
something to think about and act on in the coming 
week. 
 
4.  “ Do this in memory of me”  is the only direct 
order  Jesus gave to his followers. 
 

That means God is the one who initiates this 
encounter with us.  And when God asks us to do 
something, it is to our advantage to do it. 


